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CHAPTER ONE: PROOF
WHO ARE EVANGELICALS AND HOW DO WE VIEW THE BIBLE?

CHAPTER SUMMARY:

We will spend a significant space defining what it means to be a ♦Christian, specifically an ♦Evangelical Christian*. CHAPTER ONE will serve as an introduction to topics dealt with in the remainder of this book such as biblical inerrancy, authority, sufficiency, inspiration, interpretation and biblical application in preaching and Christian living.  

*[Note: Evangelical Christians may be found scattered within all denominations from Roman Catholic, Episcopal, United Methodist to United Presbyterian and Church of Christ, but we generally gravitate toward the more conservative churches such as Independent Bible Churches, Baptist Churches and Conservative Presbyterian Churches.]
♦ [Note: The symbol /♦/ preceding a term or phrase indicates that that term or phrase appears in the alphabetical “Translator’s Glossary” at the end of the chapter.]

USING AND MISUSING THE NAME “CHRISTIAN”

Ever since disciples of Christ were first called “Christians” in Antioch under the ministry of Paul and Barnabas, the name “Christian” has been held in high esteem by those who desire to honor the One True God. Great acts of heroism, faith, courage, mercy, kindness, love and forgiveness have been performed by Christians. Hospitals, orphanages, schools and universities as well as a host of charitable rescue and relief organizations exist because they were founded and maintained by Christians. Marvelous masters of art (Rembrandt) and music (Bach) are inspired Christians. Modern science is indebted for its existence to such Christians as Copernicus, Galileo, Bacon, Descartes, Boyle, Kelvin, Pascal, Kepler, and Faraday. Many people revere the name “Christian”.
There are others, out of envy, spite or misunderstandings, who deride the same name.
Often bad feelings exist because of some pretenders who have claimed the name “Christian” and yet have committed innumerable ♦atrocities and spawned evil systems. In many Muslim lands mere mention of the word “crusade” causes blood to boil and stomachs to churn. The Inquisition, Holy Wars, Anti-Semitism and papal abuse of power as well as racial bigotry, slavery, and exploitation have been practiced by spiritually dead people who misuse the name “Christian”, a name which in its genuine sense may only be worn by those who have been made spiritually alive in Christ Jesus. 

Atrocities are not just a thing of the past; “Reverend” Jeremiah Wright (American “President” Barack Obama’s minister) and people of his ilk through the heresy of “Black Liberation Theology” stand as modern day examples of those who exploit of Black people and encourage racial hatred toward White people.
SYNCRETISM

There is another danger which attaches to the good name Christian;

that is the joining of elements of pagan worship to the practice of approaching the One Holy Triune God. We call this danger “♦syncretism” and it can manifest itself all along a continuum from the most primitive ♦animistic superstition to the most sophisticated attempt to form a “one world religion”. 

Syncretism cannot exist when the Good News of Jesus Christ is preached from the Bible in a normal, literal, historical-grammatical manner and then received by faith. When this Good News is contrasted with the pagan culture the deficiencies of paganism are exposed and shunned. Depending on the culture, members of the Gospel audience should be enjoined to leave behind their fears of animistic spirits along with accompanying appeasements to animals, plants and planets. In other cases they should be taught the futility of trying to reconcile the irreconcilable teachings of any false religion with Christianity; “Christian Evolutionist” is certainly a contradiction in terms equal to “theistic atheist”.
When the claims of Christianity are carefully compared with the claims of any other religion, the truth of I Corinthians 1:18 becomes evident. “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
OVERCOMING OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL


Jesus teaches us that those who oppose the message of salvation which He accomplished through His death upon the cross are our enemies (Philippians 3:15-21); He emphatically commands us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44). However, this is in no way a command to accommodate our lifestyle to that of our enemies. David did not write a single “tranquil” Psalm during his sojourn among the Philistines when he pretended to be one with them (I Samuel 27). True love for our enemies involves speaking the Good News of salvation in Christ wrapped in acts of kindness and love, all the while recognizing that we cannot model the Truth by behaving as the pagans do.


For clear Gospel communication to occur prejudices and falsehoods must be minimized, because many people have built up high, thick walls due to their perceptions of what “Christians” have done. This “wall-building” has caused many to turn a deaf ear. Therefore, these walls must be torn down or at least thoroughly perforated so that the truth may be heard. 
 
All this is a work of God the Holy Spirit which He calls us to participate in by prayer and clear reasoning from the Scriptures. 


DEFINING “CHRISTIAN”

With humility we must define what it means to be a Christian and, avoiding all arrogance, explain why we claim “♦Evangelicals” are the most logically consistent Christians.


The beginning of a new human life may be used as an analogy to describe the objective nature of becoming a Christian.

 After ♦Adam and Eve, in order for a human being to come into existence a union between the male sperm and the female egg must occur; once this union has occurred a new human life has begun. There is no such thing as a woman being “partially pregnant”; either she is or she is not pregnant. The same is true with regard to becoming a Christian; either a person is or is not a Christian.

 The analogy between pregnancies and the human life with the onset of spiritual life breaks down with respect to permanency. Spiritual life is not a temporary condition nor can it undergo alteration. Once a person is “born from above” or born spiritually (John 3:5-8) they can never become spiritually “unborn” or experience spiritual death. Spiritual birth is birth into everlasting life with God (see John 3:16).

 The issue, however, has always been, “How do we know spiritual life has begun in a person?” One must have an objective standard to compare against just as we have tests to determine pregnancy.

It becomes imperative then that Christians, especially pastors and evangelists, are able to clearly articulate what someone must do to enter into new life in Christ. 
We will be instructed in this matter by turning to the only book in the Bible which has as its stated purpose describing how one becomes alive in Christ. In The Gospel of John chapter 20 verses 30-31 it is written, “Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name.” John 3:16 says, “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not ♦perish but have eternal life.”


Only belief in Jesus is required for salvation, but what constitutes the required “belief”? There are at least four points which may be listed to describe the content of belief which results in eternal life: 
1) Acknowledging Jesus is the God-man, the “I am”, who came to Earth is essential. (John 1:1-18; 8:30-59 especially verse 58; 20:27-29), 
2) “♦Receiving Him as Savior” involves believing Jesus’ statement, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14: 6),
3) Recognizing that we are each sinners separated from a Holy God and that the combination of John the Baptist’s affirmation about Jesus being “the ♦Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) with Jesus’ dying statement from the cross, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) informs us that the ♦substitutionary payment which secures forgiveness of our sins has been accomplished by Jesus the ♦Christ, 
4) Believing the climactic sign which shows “Jesus is the ♦Messiah, the Son of God” is His bodily resurrection from the grave (John 20 / Remember Jesus’ words to Thomas in verse 27, “Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.”). This believing guarantees our bodily resurrection and everlasting life with Him (John 11:25-27), and as a result of this belief we may know that personally receiving Him leads to being adopted as children of God (John 1:12-13), children whom God will always keep safe (John 5:21 & John 10:27-30).

♦Jesus saves; we enter into the ♦salvation He accomplished for us only by personally believing in His name. (We will discuss salvation in much greater detail, as well as address competing ideas on this topic in our volume on ♦SOTERIOLOGY for there is much confusion about the requirements Jesus details regarding becoming one of His disciples in the ♦Synoptic Gospels and the simple faith necessary to be saved found in John.)


DEFINING “EVANGELICAL”

Having defined what a Christian is, we must further define what it means to be an “Evangelical”. An Evangelical is a Christian who has an extremely high view of the truth of the Bible, therefore we are people who believe God Himself inspired or “breathed out” all the words of the Bible as they were written down by the original human authors of Scripture (verbal plenary inspiration). In order for a person to become a Christian as described in the previous paragraphs there must be True Truth to place belief in. We therefore believe that only the sixty-six books contained in what is commonly referred to as the ♦Protestant Bible actually compose the canon of Scripture and that this Bible is our sole source of Truth and authority in all matters of Christian faith and practice. [Jesus and the Apostles quoted profusely from the Old Testament, but never quoted from the Apocrypha.]
        Finally, as the name “Evangelical” implies, we are of the belief that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be preached and taught throughout the entire world for people are saved, not through rituals like baptism, but through hearing about and believing in Christ alone as Savior; hence we are evangelizers or evangelical ones. 

However, there are some Christians who adopt the name “Evangelical” who may not be as “conservative” in their approach to the Bible as we are describing ourselves to be. We mentioned above how important it is for us to be humble and to shun all forms of arrogance in relating to fellow Believers. This can only be achieved by daily dependence upon our Almighty Triune God! We live our lives in unity with our Father who commands humility, our Savior who models humility and our Holy Spirit who empowers humility. We are not saying our viewpoint is the final word on the subject of the Bible; we are open to having our blind spots exposed and our errors about the Scriptures corrected but that can only be done from the Scriptures.

While most of the topics introduced in this chapter will be treated more extensively in subsequent chapters, we turn now to a presentation of some of the main ways Evangelicals view the Bible:
****
GOD’S BOOK OF SELF-DISCLOSURE

We view the Bible primarily as God’s Self-disclosure to mankind. In its pages we come to understand, in part, some of the ♦Character and ♦Attributes of the One True God. We believe real communication takes place between the Infinite Personal Creator and His human creatures. 

HOW CAN THE INFINITE GOD COMMUNICATE WITH FINITE MAN?
It is important to establish how we understand God when He speaks to us, especially in light of philosophies which conclude that communication between a Person of infinite perfection with persons of finite imperfection is impossible. 

Let’s talk about human communication first to then see if we can come to terms with solving this alleged impossibility. 

All humans share certain experiences which they may talk about in meaningful sentences. For example, when we describe the sensation of taking a drink of cool water we all share elements of that experience such as swallowing and sensing addition to our stomach contents. We are less likely to be able to communicate the direct experience if one of us is drinking directly from an alpine spring while the other is drinking from a puddle in the middle of a road, but by further description one may convey something of their experience to the other.

So God, while He is totally “other”, is able to meaningfully communicate to us because He condescends to speak to us in a language we understand and because He has created us in His image and makes His speech intelligible to us. We cannot “know” something as He fully knows, but, by sharing communicable attributes of personhood, we can have real understanding of what He is saying. While He is infinite and we are finite, we both “touch each other” on the level of personhood. 

Since God purposed to communicate with man and has recorded many instances of such communication in the Bible, it is ridiculous to say that such communication is impossible. Our God even went so far as to take upon Himself a human nature in the Person of Christ Jesus, speaking directly to fellow human beings as the God-man. (Philippians 2:5-11) 

GOD’S BOOK OF LOVE AND FORGIVENESS

We look at the Bible as a book of love and forgiveness from a Holy God. Therefore, we cherish its contents and read it daily with great expectation for we hunger to know the love and forgiveness of this Holy God personally. 

In the pages of the Bible God has given us a living message which He continuously ♦illuminates to all Believers who desire to love and obey Him. 

We employ “♦exegesis” to discover what the Bible meant to its original audience, then we use the broader discipline of “♦hermeneutics” to understand what the Bible has to say to us today. Both are essential in interpreting the Bible. However, to get at today’s meaning we must first understand the author’s original intent. Much error can be avoided if we follow the pattern, “original intent then today’s applications”!
++ Pastor’s key

Since the Bible enables communication with God we treasure it, guard it and share it with those of God’s children whom we shepherd. As those we shepherd closely observe us seeking to know God in deeper and fuller ways through involvement in the Word of God, our attitudes will spill over into their lives. When one is truly in love with God it is next to impossible to hide that from those closest to us. The contagious nature of having a love for God’s Word exhibited by a pastor does not guarantee that the people in his flock will share that love, but it makes it much more likely. 

This “first love” is the very trait the Ephesians had and then left. (Revelation 2:2- 4) ++
GOD’S BOOK, NOT MAN’S

The Bible is God’s Word to man and not man’s written record of his conceptions about God. While written by men whom God selected, the entire Bible is a book God “breathed out”. (II Timothy 3:16)
We heartily concur with Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, founder of Dallas Theological Seminary, who has said, “In this Book, God is set forth as Creator and Lord of all. It is the revelation of Himself, the record of what He has done and will do, and, at the same time, the disclosure of the fact that every created thing is subject to Him and discovers its highest advantage and destiny only as it conforms to His will. Every word of the Bible is the outworking of such sublime declarations as, “There is no God like You, in heaven above, or on earth beneath” (1 Kings 8:23), and, again, “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted above all” (1 Chronicles 29:11).  Thus God is exhibited as exercising an all-pervading and absolute authority over physical, moral, and spiritual realms and as directing things to the end that they may rebound to His glory.” He concludes by saying, “How absurd is the assumption that unaided man could write the Bible if he chose to do so! But if man did not originate the Bible, God did, and because of that fact its authority must be recognized.” [Chafer, Lewis Sperry, SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY vol. I, (Kregel Publications: Grand Rapids, Michigan), 1993]

GOD’S OPEN, OBJECTIVE REVELATION

Unlike the ♦Gnostics, we do not believe the Bible has hidden meanings only available to those who possess special spiritual secret powers of discernment. We affirm that the Bible is ♦intelligible to all who have the ability to read or hear, but that the spiritual truth it contains is only accepted by the one who is empowered by God the Holy Spirit and is willing to be changed by it. (I Corinthians 2:6-16) 


We view the Bible as propositional truth, not ♦suppositional truth. Some library systems file the Bible together with mythology. No greater error could be made, for the Bible presents itself as historical record from first to last. It is not subjective musings about what God may be like, but rather it is an historical record of how God revealed Himself to mankind.
The Bible is also a proved document, not one which is susceptible to continual human verification. We have more documentary evidence for an accurate Bible than for any other book from ♦antiquity. 

          Finally, it is a complete revelation which allows for no revisions or additions. (Revelation 22:18-19)
GOD’S BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE


While much wisdom can be apprehended from its individual parts, the Bible is a unified whole and the fullest understanding of God and His will for mankind can only be gleaned from an understanding of the entire Bible.

  
The Bible is the basis of our epistemology and the way for people to know their God. “♦Epistemology” is the science of the limits and extent of knowledge. The Bible answers the questions, “What can I know?” and “How do I know that I know something?” 


Meaning is found in sentences and paragraphs, not in isolated words. That is why the whole context of Scripture is essential for proper interpretation and doctrinal formation; neglecting such often results in aberrant teaching and lies at the bottom of all cultic teachings.

 We believe the Bible is true communication and does what it purports to do which is to impart knowledge of God to mankind.

 Many people claim to have experiences with God. By comparing experiences with what the Bible says, all “experiences with God” are tested for validity and usefulness in Christian living. No “experience” is ever placed above the clear revelation of God in the Bible and many spurious practices may be exposed and expunged from the life of the church. An “experience” can be meaningfully communicated when expressed in terms that have been defined by the Bible, therefore, when someone says they have had an “experience with God” which is not synchronous with God’s self-revelation, we may say that they have either been careless in their choice of words or their “experience” was not with God.

As examples of some false “experiences”, consider how ♦indecorous a crowd of Believers is who are barking like dogs and claiming it is a manifestation of being full of the Holy Spirit or sitting in seats with their tongues hanging out waiting for God to bless them with material wealth. This prosperity “gospel” is promised by ♦charlatans eager to separate gullible people from their hard earned wages. May all such manipulation cease and may these false teachers come to repentance!  

GOD’S BOOK OF PURPOSE        

The Bible is our source for discovering our purposes as Believers and how we are to function as the Body of Christ. It is also that “Constitution” which unifies Christendom by the Holy Spirit.


We navigate our way to acceptable worship by means of understanding the Bible. The Bible is not the object of our worship, but the vehicle through which we approach God in spirit and in truth.

GOD’S BOOK OF PERSONAL INTERACTION 


Individually:
 While we look to the Bible as our source of truth and life from God, we do not worship the Bible; it is He Himself we worship and not His vehicle. However, since we spend so much time interacting with the content of this vehicle there is a tendency to discuss ideas and principles for living rather than speaking about our relationship and interaction with the Living God. 

This tendency is a real distraction from knowing our God. It can be overcome by purposefully focusing our minds and hearts on Him as we read and study His Word, returning at short intervals to embrace Him “at close range”.
 Do we really think that a deep, personal relationship with God must be postponed until we see Him face-to-Face in Heaven? If so, we stand apart from the Apostle Paul who said, “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s love, and to know the Messiah’s love that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19) Amen and Amen!
Nationally:
 
The Bible helps us make sense of life and understand our blessings and His corrections. This is true for nations as well as for individuals. While Israel was God’s only ♦theocracy, He has promised discipline to any nation which deviates from His principles. Christians within any land are responsible to be salt and light for the preservation of righteousness and when we fail to do so we can expect God to discipline us along with our unbelieving neighbors. 
It is still true that Israel is the Chosen People of God and how we treat the Jewish people has ramifications for blessing or cursing. Since we have seen all the prophecies of Christ’s First Advent fulfilled literally, so we expect to see the prophecies of His Second Advent fulfilled in the same literal way. This Second Advent involves establishing an earthly kingdom centered in Jerusalem. That means God isn’t finished dealing with Israel in literal fulfillment of His covenant promises since elements of that covenant have never been fully realized simultaneously. 
Evangelistically: 

The Bible is the source of ♦propositional truth which can be shared with unbelievers for their salvation, edification and for the formation and maintenance of useful human institutions of government and law. (It is quoted more than any other book by all types of authors and speakers.)
What has made the United States of America great has been her Constitution which was based upon biblical principles by men who submitted to the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The precarious position Americans find themselves in today can be traced back to the abandonment of morality based upon the Bible.
GOD’S BOOK OF REALITIES
WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE ACCURATELY PORTRAYS REALITY! The Bible and “what is” are in complete agreement. Furthermore, we are willing to accept as truth only what is congruent with Scripture. 


We embrace the law of non-contradiction in logic and use it to answer arguments against the truth of the Bible. Since God cannot lie or deceive and since the Bible is His self-revelation, the Bible cannot contain errors of any kind.
  
We believe the original ♦autographs of the Bible are completely reliable and inerrant. Since everything is the Lord’s, we view the Bible is God’s possession entrusted to mankind and therefore we are obligated to God to care about the Bible and how it is used. 

Church history has born out the fact that Christians have always treasured the Bible and with God the Holy Spirit’s enablement have preserved it essentially as it was given originally. There are thousands more accurate manuscripts of the Bible than any other literary work of antiquity so by comparing them against one another it is possible to know the original message with almost complete certainty. 


Because the Bible is the best description of reality, we view it as central in preaching and teaching for worship and edification in the church. We depend on the Bible because we aren’t sophisticated enough to pen worthwhile sermons apart from a thorough study of the Bible. We can’t point others toward God without the help of God the Holy Spirit illuminating the Scriptures for us.

GOD’S BOOK FOR ALL PEOPLES


Finally, we believe it is important to translate the Bible accurately into all languages.

 What occurred at the Tower of Babel was for the good of humanity, and while it requires hard work, having to translate the Bible from Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek into thousands of languages is what our God has deemed the best thing for mankind. Already it has been translated into the heart languages of more people than any other book!

There have been many movements to discredit the Bible. We believe that because of what the Bible says about itself it is the one book which stands outside the scope of ♦skepticism. Seeing what the Bible says about itself is perhaps the most influential proof that it stands above reproach as no other book ever has or ever will. 

A presentation of the internal witness of Scripture follows in Chapter Two….
TRANSLATOR’S GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Chapter One

“♦Adam and Eve”- the very first human beings. Adam was created on the sixth day of creation from elements of the earth; Eve was created from one of Adam’s ribs. There were no such things as pre-humans, but rather God made this first pair in His image and all subsequent humans are direct descendents from these original parents.

“♦animism”- is an idea that souls or spirits exist not only in humans but also in animals, plants, natural phenomena such as thunder, mountains, rivers or other things in the natural environment.

“♦antiquity”- ancient times, especially before the Middle Ages or before circa 476-1453AD

“♦atrocity”- an extremely cruel act; a horrid act of injustice

“♦Attribute of God”- any of several descriptors of God such as Holy, Love, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient, Eternal, Infinite, Self-existent, etc. which He has revealed about Himself to His Creation; there are` certain attributes which apply to God alone and some which are shared on a finite scale by Men and Angels, for example, God is Omnisapient or All-wise while Men and Angles are sapient or wise on a finite scale.

“♦autographs”- the original writings of Scripture from the pens of God’s chosen co-authors.
“♦Character of God”- expressions of God’s activity especially in relationship to Men and Angles which demonstrate complete congruity with His Attributes

“♦charlatans”- persons who pretend to have expert knowledge or skill that they do not possess; especially someone who is associated with the church who dupes the unsuspecting members of an audience with slight of hand as in “miraculous healings or spiritual surgery” or who uses confederates to substantiate a lie that a healing miracle or miracle of prosperity has taken place.

“♦Christ”- a Greek term for “Messiah” (see Messiah reference)

“♦Christian”- originally a name given to followers of the Way, Jesus Christ, but now a name claimed by those who may or may not be followers of Christ, some merely born in a Christian nation or baptized into a church without exercising personal faith in Jesus Christ

“♦epistemology”- the study of how we know things with any certainty and what limitations there may be to our ability to think, perceive and understand; the Bible plays a very central role in the Christian’s epistemology

“♦Evangelical”- a Christian who has placed their personal faith in Jesus Christ, the God-man, to forgive them of their sins and grant them everlasting life in Heaven based upon their belief that the facts about who Jesus is and what He did are verifiable due to a trustworthy and inerrant Bible; someone who believes sharing this Gospel is their privilege and duty

“♦exegesis”- finding what a text of the Bible meant to its original audience

“♦false Christianity”- the adoption of the name Christian without the necessary spiritual birth. This does not refer to people who have trusted Christ as their Savior and then have chosen to live as worldly people, but to those who have never exercised saving faith.

“♦Gnostic”- used to describe a person who subscribes to the idea that “salvation” results from acquiring secret knowledge and that there is a dichotomy between the material which is viewed as evil and the spiritual which is viewed as good; as a “Christian” heresy it involved imposition of Eastern ideas from outside of the faith during the second century AD and continues today. In Egypt during the second and third centuries AD, Gnostic teaching was openly anti-Christian.
“♦hermeneutics”- the science of biblical interpretation whereby a contemporary audience finds what a text means for them after a text has been exegeted

“♦illuminate”- the action by God the Holy Spirit by which He makes the meaning of a text of the Bible especially clear

“♦indecorous”- lacking decorum, propriety or good taste; exhibiting unseemly or improper behavior

“♦intelligible”- that which can be understood; clear; comprehensible

“♦Jesus saves.”- a propositional truth which limits a human being’s salvation from Hell and salvation to Heaven to the finished work of Jesus Christ upon the cross; Jesus changes a totally helpless, spiritually dead individual into an individual who is now forgiven of all sin and made alive spiritually. This is a work done 100% by God for us and no human work ever enters into it. As an unconscious drowning person does not help the lifeguard who saves them, so we are not enabled to reach safety, we are carried to safety by our Savior.  

“♦Lamb of God”- a term applied by John the Baptist to Jesus of Nazareth signifying that Jesus is God’s chosen sacrifice for sin which was prefigured in the sacrificial lambs offered throughout the Old Testament period, especially during the Passover Seasons

“♦Messiah”- a Hebrew term which means the Anointed One of God; this term is limited to the God-man, Jesus of Nazareth

“♦perish”- to experience alienation from God for all eternity. This is opposed to annihilation which states that something has ceased to exist. 

“♦propositional truth”- truth which can be objectively communicated in the form of a statement in which a predicate or object is affirmed or denied regarding a subject; objective truth which conforms to reality (It is true regardless of whether a person accepts it as true.) 

“♦Protestant Bible”- the sixty-six books of recognized canon; does not contain the Apocrypha and recognizes Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11, etc. to be later additions not contained in the autographs.

“♦receiving Christ”- another way of saying one believes God provided a way back into relationship with Himself based upon who Christ is and what He has done (see salvation)

“♦salvation”- the condition of being changed from spiritual death due to sin into spiritual everlasting life due to forgiven sin; the change of condition from being Hell-bound to Heaven-bound. A work done exclusively by Jesus Christ on behalf of fallen man and effective for all men who trust God to redeem them for Himself.
“♦skepticism”- in our sense of the term, this refers to holding doubts about the truth of everything, even when there is no reason to hold such a doubting attitude, especially toward the Bible which portrays itself as above suspicion.

“♦Soteriology”- that branch of Systematic Theology which deals with the nature and extent of salvation from Hell and salvation to Heaven.

“♦substitutionary payment”- our humanity has been effaced by sin to the point that a relationship with our Holy God is impossible. Jesus Christ substituted His perfect righteousness for our unrighteousness by taking upon Himself the sin of the whole world and dying as our substitute on the cross, thereby making payment to God for the damage caused by sin to His good creation, Man.

“♦suppositional truth”- conjectural truth which is affirmed by an individual or group which may or may not conform to reality; subjective as contrasted with objective truth; truth of a nature which says, “It’s true for me regardless of whether you accept it as true for you.”

 “♦syncretism”- the mixture of non-Christian attitudes and practices with Christianity. Examples range from making animal sacrifices to appease spirits to trying to incorporate prayers to ancestors into Christian worship services. Today there is a heresy being taught especially in government schools that all religions lead to God and are therefore equally true. This is a radical form of syncretism when tolerated by Christians. The notion that God is finished with Israel as His chosen people and that their role in biblical prophesy has ended is another example of the imposition of a non-normal reading of Scripture which is warmly greeted by those outside of the Christian Faith; anti-Semitism has no part in biblical Christianity.  

 “♦theocracy”- the rule of a state by God; in our restricted usage this applies to the Nation of Israel both in the Old Testament and during the future Millennial Kingdom. 

