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was really fortunate as a kid. My 
father worked in the savings and 

loan industry and my mother stayed at 
home to raise me - arguably the more 
challenging job. She excelled at it though. 
She was always there to pick me up or to 
provide a swift kick in the butt if that’s what 
the situation required.

My mother and I were always very close, 
but my father and I really connected when 
I was around 12 years old. We found a 
common interest in collecting sports cards. 
Sundays spent with my father hopping 
from shop-to-shop for baseball cards are 
some of my fondest memories. He always 

had a secret stash of a few bucks tucked 
away for our card excursions. He was my 
best friend.

My mother had me when she was 47. 
So, when I was born, my sister Cheryl was 
already 16 years old. I suppose it was the 
age difference, but my sister and I never 
had that sibling rivalry. She was more like 
a second mother really. I had to clear all 
my intended shenanigans with a board of 
directors it seemed. But, it created the most 
incredible support system and cheering 
section throughout my life.

I was never really away from home 
growing up. No big deal, right? It’s not really 

- until you decide to go away to school. I 
went to Penn State Wilkes-Barre for two 
years prior to transferring to University 
Park. That was difficult for me at first; 
not having that support system. My father 
basically told me to suck it up because 
learning to be independent was maybe the 
most important education I’d receive at 
Penn State. He was right. I stayed and, to 
this day, Penn State will always be a second 
home to me; full of amazing memories and 
stories that I can share with my sons.

 On August 20th, 1995, I attended a Bush 
/ Toadies concert at Harvey’s Lake with my 
brother-in-law, Vince Mirro, and my good 
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friend Mark Hill. At one point during the show, Vince pointed out 
to me that there was a cute girl apparently handing out hugs. You 
know the scene, you run into a group of friends and hugging ensues. 
She was, in fact, throwing hugs around so I decided to go and see if 
I could get one. Success!

 She recognized me from my job [at the time] at the Gallery of 
Sound - best job ever by the way. She came into the Dallas location 
that following week and that was that… for a little while. She 
ultimately dumped me and rightfully so. My father attributed it to 
the stupidity of youth on my part. I think I was just too immature 
for the relationship. If you asked Jaime about that now, she’d say that 
I still am.

A few years later she walked back into the Gallery Sound at the 
Wyoming Valley Mall amidst the Holiday craziness. I was super busy 
at the time on the register with a long line and watched her walk out. 
But for some reason, I could not let her walk out… again. I pulled 
a co-worker to the register and ran out to the parking lot after her. 
Sorry Joe! I was quick about it.

Fast forward to our first - after college - jobs, both of us at Pride 
Mobility Products.   Jaime planned a surprise weekend away to see 
the Orioles at Camden Yards in Baltimore. I caught wind of it and 
bought her a small diamond. I’m talking small here because, to be 
honest, I had very little. But after that day at the Gallery of Sound, I 
was sure that I’d never let her walk out again.

I proposed that weekend and the rest is history. We’re the perfect 
team. She’s always right and I’ve come to accept it.   My father always 

told me to marry someone that was smarter than I was so there’d 
always be great conversation. I did, but I most like to chat about 
Game of Thrones and she has zero interest in anything with dragons.

Marrying Jaime was the best day of my life if it weren’t for my 
sons. Now it’s a solid four-way tie. There’s nothing more rewarding 
in my life than being a father to my kids.

I’ll never forget that feeling of taking Landon home from the 
hospital. In my mind, I was removing him from a safe and secure 
environment and placing him in a car to traverse the chaos of life. Or 
something like that.

There’s this incredible instinct to protect your child at all costs that 
takes over - and I’m overprotective by nature. You get better though. I 

was much less worried about Eli - whose first name is actually Gerald 
by the way as we named him after my father.   My father just thought 
that Gerald was an awful name. Mason could have been walking a 
tightrope and we wouldn’t have been concerned. I’m exaggerating 
here but you get the point.

You just get better at being parents after a bit of experience, I 
guess. Jaime and I have an amazing relationship with our boys. We’re 
tough when we have to be. We encourage always. And we talk. Our 
sons know that no subject is unapproachable and that I’ll likely make 
some inappropriate jokes along the way that make it easier to talk 
about.

The world that my kids live in still scares me a bit. But, we’re doing 
our best to raise them to flourish in challenging environments and 
overcome any obstacles they might encounter along the way.
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Marrying Jaime was the best day of my life if it weren’t for my sons. 
Now it’s a solid four-way tie. There’s nothing more rewarding in my life 

than being a father to my kids.
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Award Winning In-home Care!

Our services promote dignity 
and independence to 
individuals to enable them to 
live in their home with 
assistance.

Luzerne County 
(570) 270-6700    

Lackawanna County 
(570) 800-5270

 Joyce VictorComplete Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Proper Pruning
Land Clearing
Cabling & Bracing
Commercial & Residential 
  

570.550.4535
(Serving The Back Mountain)

a p e x t r e e a n d e a r t h . c o m

When we learned that we were having Landon, we had a long 
conversation about our careers, finances and all the challenges young 
parents face. It was important to us that one of us stayed home with 
Landon. Jaime was doing really well working as an HR Manager at 
the time and I was finding some success in sales. We knew that we’d 
have to make some sacrifices for it to work, but we were determined 
to do so. A quick game of rock, paper, scissors and I was headed to 
work. Jaime remained a stay-at-home Mom until a little over a year 
ago. Landon is now almost 13, Eli is 10 and Mason 5.

Jaime started working part-time at a local real estate firm a little 
over a year ago. It’s perfect for her as it allows her some work-at-home 
and office flexibility. We lead an extremely busy life, but we do it as a 
team and it works perfectly - most of the time.
My advice as a father: 
• Brush burns don’t require emergency room visits. I know this 

because the nurses at the ER told me so several times. My point is 
that kids are going to fall and that’s okay. You can’t always prevent it 
and, trust me, I’ve tried.

• In a house full of young boys, be sure to inspect the toilet seat before 
you sit. You should also consider inspecting the floor and the wall.

• Laugh at farts. You know they are funny so don’t hold back.
• Make time to read to your kids every day. I’m approaching year 13 of 

this and it might be the best part of my day and maybe theirs as well.
• Steal moments with your significant other whenever you can.
• Here’s an important one - PLAY WITH YOUR KIDS. Kids today 

have tons of distractions at their fingertips, but nothing beats 
imagination. Build a fort, have a light-saber battle or go outside and 
ride bikes. It doesn’t matter what it is. It only matters that you do it 
together because, before you know it, it will be over.
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