LEAST DANGEROUS
ASSUMPTION

RELECTION TOOL

For students with significant disabilities

A planning guide to help educators act on belief before barriers.

Instructions: Part 1: Identify a Student and a Skill, Part 2: Flip the Assumption, Part 3:
Rethink the Supports, Part 4: Action Plan, Part 5: Reflect

Least Dangerous Assumption Reflection

Part 1: Identify a Student & a Skill

Student:
Skill or task you believe the student *can't* do (yet).

What has led to this assumption? (i.e., past behavior,

observations)

Part 2: Flip the Assumption

What if this student *can* do the task? What might that look

like?

If I'm wrong, what's the worst-case scenario of assuming they

*can*?

If I'm wrong, what's the worst-case scenario of assuming they

*can't*?

Which is the *least dangerous*? Why?
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Part 3: Rethink the Supports

“Maybe it’s not the task that’s too hard—it’s the support that’s too small.”

Support Strategy Possibilities to Try

Communication access: AAC, Visuals, Modeling, Choice boards

Task analysis: Break it down into steps, Partial participation
Prompting: Gestural, Verbal, Physical, Time delay
Environment: Sensory needs, Peer support, Seating/spacing
Reinforcement: Interests, Tokens, Natural outcomes

Choose 1-2 supports to implement this week and document below.

Part 4: Action Plan

Plan/Step Notes
Specific skill/task to try

Chosen support(s) to implement

When/where you'll try it

How you'll measure success or

engagement

L Part 5: Reflection & Next Steps

After implementation:

- What happened?

- Did the student show potential, engagement, or success you hadn't seen before?
- What will you keep, change, or try next?
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