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THE ART CIS

The n wearticles don't give S1J.Y n(ll 'Ver:l 01 ar picture of what 1
hap ning in North rn Ir la.nd thss d81s.. T 1'8 1 t ntlon pa,id to inci lts

of terrorll be lng. snoot1ngs. ve lul 1natlons. Th rl picture i
ooave ed that there 1. no olution to the .11ct e L~ on in th t s 11 t

of th world, tbatth ltuatlon 1s quite a hopeless on. This wl11 not 00 a
10 less article by any ana inee the uthor . U v s that in Northern I land
th opl baY 8 if' anything, a sur lus of talent with which to et t e e1:181
facing thft .n that out of their ON 1 is going to come a. &oci ty much 111

dv ee of wha.t :va in the United Statu or Britain or E ro "a. society
that will be model to t! t of. u , of howwecan 11 full h life
und r mod rn conditiona.

Mot comn ntator k or write as If the conflict in Nortbm Ireland
wer a.llrooted in the pa. t, recap! t 1 tlng of all of tb trife of 1r1 h
h1 to~. Most peopl II e :pecially tho. who f e1 mo t helple s and hi 1 in
t,II'"
r;f aituation, within Northern Ireland tend to think in the way, of all ~
the ee ulat grievance and opp ssion of centuries t, nd thl focu on
and dwelling in the t ac s the worst obstacle to their e!ng or
their potential for a creative solution that would r out the opt1ml of the
preeding paragraph. However, !nc th problem 1. n so llch in terms of
th . t wemust giv an anal.y 1s of bowthe probl s of the t buxdn th
pr$sent and future in Northern Ireland, ore wego on to put the eontemporary
face of the confliot more into the context. of the total present world situat1on.

Irish A ericans are 0 tlY Catholic d tend to the pres nt con l1ct
in North rn Ireland in tet'ms of the previous stage of! Irlsh grievanc and
oppression that hav been be" e in on themas part of their bert tage of
meori from the time of the immigrants in their ownfamilies. The W t of
Ireland 1s a drastically de-populated area today. It here that the colo sal
famines of t.h mid-19th C J'itury were worst and the brunt of a callous and
explo1U.ve e.dndnl tratton 'if felt. It 1s~fro Galway. Cork and th r t

of the W tern region th t th bulk of th Ir1 A rica.n population come.
brin inS with them th 1.r indigna.tion and con pt for th tradition 1 oppressor.

peopl whonow . a put th Ir on y in th hat at Gaelle aanc f col.rtribut1116
,0 tb ' c1 t O:rd of nine »tor Ire dtt, n y that. go v -(.ually

to rt Ibhebe bing pa1gn in North· I d 91 ewte • :l1l1 think
of Ireland a tn.sirGmndp!U"lents or th lr gNat~dpa.rents knewit at tim
of' their e .tten. The few whoare ot enough contrlhrte 0

con lOll 1y tbro h t Nortbem Aid Seel ty . t their
oney 1. in directly 1nto- iUta:Jy orga.tti tic. s, but tit 1r conce_t of

Ireland. and notion of what 1s go1n on t l"G 1$ as lloh tied up 1n the pa. t.
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Within North m Ireland th re 1 a . nee of community deprivation on
both 14s of inn rlted ctarian line of dlvl 1. • Ctholics bit rly
awax: o.f a. history of opp;ression, '/JlQ humiliation or deprivation 1. fOl'gotten
fromany part of the eight centuria of 'Brltlsh rule. Overthe last .50 ye rs,
in which the North rn Stat has existed pollt1calq para. fro th&rest of
Ireland. they knowthat ~ its d finitlon it vas not tb 1r tate.. The are
many l\'IO~ s~<d.flc complaints, f!:Jt discrlm1rtation in hO'Walb'lg and employ nt, of
g~d ring of e vote, .ubtle fo s of humiliation. t<ol:)'1."J' d a

tA aperva ive e unity dltru t, . this fact,tha.tth Stl te e tabUsh did
not belongto its oathoUc citizen but to the Protestants.. was the tr:1xof
the Wboleunhappysit' tion., The Protestants of ~ort.hern Ireland felt ll.v

agri and tned.. This is tl' thing that 1.t orediff1cul t for
A :rlea.nsor outa1d of any ort to understand or bell_ (I t t th P:r.ote tants
of North m Irewlcl act ly v So nee of grievance and of being th:rea.tened~
tb t tb " not imply 0 SOl'Si blt they do f 1 tened with
engul:fm t by wbat to i$ Nt alien lit' - tyle and culture. It 1. not at
root a rel1810us tter t 11(; wn though ,.t s be n t.a.naled up in 17th Century

I
d- 1.lve etarlan e nsciousn ss. but mth r a. tter of ill -st¥l "or
of cultural id nt-lt,y••

It bas W 00 :r:emcm.beredthat th ancient Irish eultur va in fact r:y
bru lly _ over period i¥f C ntur1 ,; or 1 t the 16th
C ntl.tl:y Refo tic th old Irish cult 'H '01 to a rb of
EngliSh overlo "Tn wa ne IX' d.lud.ng th1s nod:really 1. w ~e of
Ehll1$ oolon! tlon 111Ireland and h new ;va of m111tar;y enf'orc; of ~nglisb
rul ould previd 'th n xt nerat10nt e or Anglo...lri 18.. In
Refo:rm.ationt1 a na tactic tried. The Illv!ion of f ling bete n
Prow tants and Oa.thol1c w consciously used. a. a tool to keep the PROtestant

rulln ...e culturally and e tionall¥ v1 . the lie bjeete.
'or th f1rst tea ~e to' 1an tlonU ~ a w ve of poo r 1m~raJ\ts

lxrought in to replace t wh.ole popu1a.ti 1 0 are SI in lloh the
E 11$11settlers of the ,JIf- uth d Virginia" tatlona" dt plac
population in the H w World. was trl in lreland~ I was

tv call ~ only in the North a.st corner of the Island, th :t
had a.lwq en until then the ma1nhot-bed of ilion ~ ..!net E!l311sh rule*
But political control b:f ruUng Asc ndaneyn e'· tabU d th..v>o hout
the island, an "Catholic" IS used th 111l of tbUJll to d te 1ne what
ale ent$ or th oldr Gaelic 4 Anglo---trl population had. to repre sed aG

l1t1oallJ' dangerous. Throughth 17th and 18th e turles and well into tb
19th, th 1r1 t _kept ruthl ly in 1. rabl state, u t1onal.
opportunities were den! " A ut t t tb oata.cly 10 famine of
th mid-19th cQnturJ, the anoient ~e 1 practically d1 ppeared, a victim
of th1 cul turaJ. re uian.
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t ko .bout the tim of the of been
a msurgcnce of the old It1sh cultu;re&wb1ch ewr !nee.,
It was 010 ly U ro the tart with n tional urgence d
anti-British agslta.tlon or the independenceof I~~~" 'llhe a:t.te pt to revive
the an ord1nary oonve· tl n· 1n. s . not. succ d

except for a. sr~.l inner club 'but ev r,yone 1n th island who 1d tif1 s lidth the
old In culture must dish his f. w G lie word or tali.
14uchmore sueee sful ha.~ en the revival of Ga lie sport. th .cult1va:tion of
Irish $ bal e th lore of th oi nt In' werrlor beroe. Over-
riding all of thl though 1s a aenn of identity. of partlcl:y;e.ticn in VfJ'8:1

. If-ecnsc1ous t10nal d cult 1 uping~ 1t00lt "in lI.Lnd tfmds to
00 rough and wrl'1nl bed imply b&:oause aU th 1 ents of thl sens of co :n
1 .ntlty with a. proudd ancien at v: to . -d1acovo dtored
after th 1 suppression..But there is a. sell ell ou1tural rev!.va.11s D and
naturally enoughthis Nvl~ t oulture 1s highly tv thin ~

ourious Matus 1n the oultural rev1 1. eX' the., of
pressian tb Irlehman u 13 C,a.th.ol1cl was one of hi strongest attao uta.

It ven hi 1n a of identification and If Xl'J!'$ 1. during th
time w~ other oultura.l of expres10n w re d 1 to him.. Now~.at the

viva.Us Gaelic ciltuN has n ov r. 0 tboUcl 111 \~
strong at~ent and a. s'.e CQutitu t of the I lab nse o£ identity_ Dilt

Cathol1.ei - of' Ire d tak;part in Irl. cul tu.ral bal.

Then 1s Ut.tl that 1a dist1nctlvelT Irleh 'boutIt./i 11 ft_ at continuity
with th Church . Patr1ck d old tic tra41tic 0 In Christlan1 ty,
with the acho1a.r17t.md1tion of Oolwn and tb JrtQnk 'Who h,'va.nIe113 t!. Europe61

eto1.th th 1.tic tra.dition k •. - ., . th 0 Irl Christian
literature, art and 0'£ des1gn1l

Neverthelos6 the aw~xen ss of this G6 lio ret1vali and·of catholic!
1e nt in n £ lw.ll :t G lie It t1tq was streng with

Prote~ nts 1'l"'O tb start. not speak or th1nk h 8 or the r1ch or
powerful f tabU nt "AscendancY',Who their prlvil ~ s
to p;t'OtGct th il, Wethink ra:tber of th ordbla.t.y Prote tant worIdn . n of
Belfast OX' any of the ler 01 ties or th ~orthEa t of Ireland, w re
11l4uf£tr1al1Il!lation of a. sort w.s growing up through these saae years of th mld-
19th century the Gaelio culture lfa$ fir t 1ng revi • Hi vi w of
"oulttml'" wer&unsopMst1ca.ted. What he kn ~1_8 that $0 th1.ngj a p1rtt, a

n of I ish t1*'? W .wing up aroun himthat lIaS not, that
~ 1faS 1ng ~ on h1nlto ao_tb~ different than w,s. tl t SCnttWw

not going 1;0 be low to be If'• Ca:tholia 01 tlon becoIWlg
p!/ . :it'< _

a :reality in the . dayse cathollev'",,-- . ' "e;ceiMing toe 1nto their
own. J;' ow tent work! ey* eo-religion t. begun to
f'cQal e. ~t to bis o'm'lm.onQpol;v c:4 power, and U fm w 1:0 of
th r Pro tant' traditional. i tru t of Catb e1 to expl:it this
obaou:re feeling of cultural tb .t"



Tn Wl$() ltlea.t how t could haJ'.odl1 t other _·0 thollei t

to i nt1fJ th _ u i:.h1n6that tbl'ea hi at roo of hi 1.entity ••
Ascendancy pol! tlc1a.ns h . no scruple to C~play the ()~ cariu" Th. name of
Will ar Orange. the Protestant King who t end of . 17th Century had.
be t.h hero of tb "'plan tlon" ?rot ta.nt co lV which then f it
threaten ,b'/ a. Ca.tholic ~tora.t1on, 1$ u Gd. ~(~.oran O:rder rom Ii to
cry$tallze Protestant l:'esista.ne to the Cathol1c ',. It P",cov an easy
m.eaJtlSto t1r p a..'ld organi the Prote tant wor:td.nS • f of th1 eggreasive
n 'W "Catholic" ell tu:t'e lly h1. with th Pro t own ra and ruling e s
q 1nllt the C tbQUe worldngc, By tb time th$ N u:rgnt Irieh .Nat10M.liat
Mov l t· com' tb thre l.d of v1ng an independ.ent taw the working
e P.ro stant or th pa,rt lly 1ndustrial1 ed North t ofthet 1 la:n4had
be~n roused to l'eal ~ of toll t they oalled. ";a Rul tt. do !natiQn what
th %dad $ a olerlcall¥ cont"!'OllGdIrish te. Their choice for
se:pa.ra.'U •

It ha been t.he BSUW eomp1a.1nt or Pm stante in North m I:t 1M
over the last SOy in which th NORTHHA"exited 4& a parate Sta
(or course th Prote t will rlbe th Sout m Irish ata tl t,1t

f .. Brl.ta1n . peak o~ "pu-tl ttoni brc It. bout by the Souther4 12:1 7 of
tho whole unit of th lb"1tlsh Isle) that th Catholics "have nr tr1 d to

tb S te :tk.n Th1 19n 8 obviously w . t w va 14 downhere the
10 mise of' th SO Y 'f t it not Oa 110 U One would

haY<to wJv thethoU.cs~ a thlN or the :pop.tl.atlon of the te Northam
auld tx,r to $ a. te 110. which tlley were =100

a their own. N verth 16. a to quaUfy the noUon that ·tbol1o&
never tr1 d to makethe taterk by' reocgn1 ~ that the 01vil Right t .

, ?f" C c:,,-'( ?:~/
of tb0 1960's exactly t thO_ Protest ts cla1m.ik never II .

effort by a1gn1fl ly t o£ the aa Uo 00 3.ty IJ 1f1th
1p f n ber o£ Pro •••ta.nt ~ tb1 X'S; tQ obtain full Civil R1&ht•

especklly in ~ tlU\tt.ex's of h.o 1ngt lIlPl~tll education and frMCIt)le. and
beeOlle full p:!Lrtioipan in th St 111.short "to at&. . w ,. fie

will :v to xetum to th1 I to grallY a tholio po tin 1.'1 th ~orth
tbrough. th 50]le s d.id 1de t1fy 1 1£ qui ply Cli Il'lGil and found 1t
1d.enlty pollt1ca.lly expre in the Southexn S· te.. tboll0 politicians in

North ten lther to b from 10 Par ntar.r
, ),eck/",rs

aye or Pl'e t oaly ratb r 1neff ct 1 - Op a1 1f& ry rG&7
partioularly $ the difference 1n birth rat $ t n Catholics and Protestants
(tb1: t.ha bey..oda;yof 'big th lie t 11 ) the :pectre of overturnlr~

2 & 1 P:rotestan.t ~ t¥ n poptUatlon.. j t it d.1 tbi
rlQd in. tbe N(Jtb$:cland")and dlscmiMtoxy bQw1ng d oyment polloy

u ad quite CQn$Clou~ te -.courag ca.thollc Uon from the North and it ep
th p,tO'pOrl1n of pulat10n ta. •
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The Pxot~ts through these years tel t they had. good reaaon forlhe1r
fears that unlfloa:tlon w1th the Southern state would in fact mean RomeRule ~d
the loss of thei.r cul t~ ldont1 ty. On the ono hand. there was the spectacle at

luth£n state in which the Ca.tholic Bishops ha.r4ly had need ever to ia"lterl'ere
ln the political management of the Statei simply because e"ItttY IriBh politician
knew t..Ill;\t he could not afroN ·to aOtne into even a snblance or conflict w1th the
Blshops and tberafore re£xa.1ned. from any action which h$ auspecWd, r1ghtly or
wn'mllrl,y, could conc66vably lead hb into sucb IlL confl1ct" On the other M.nd,
wh1le there ws not M'I a1p1flcant htn.t on a.ctual rel1g1.owr; discrimination
ega1n$t P:t'atestants in the Southern state9 there vas no p1o.ee acoQrded. in it
to a sense of the ~testant ana. "Brttish" culture as a part of the IRIt&b cultural
hort tego or a cQnsti went pa:rt of the tradl t10n l:tY' which Ireland is now 1tself •
Even now "t 1s a CCtlmJIOn- plAce to hear Oatholics 1ft 'the $Qailhem state speak

Protestants in a way that recoplMS tully their right to 'be Protestant, but
.peots that a.tter all till$) time they oU6ht to "be Irish" 1ft the sense that

theyehould. be participants in tJl9 revlYe\llltt Gaellc culture' rather tlwl
something ctlst1ncUve wh1,cbhaa en equal placeiJ· O\1aIi'tieA,ilttJ lID establlCJhed over
the cen.turies of their :resld.onee in Ireland, in· Ir1sh ~~:tiOn.~

All of this 1s th~ depress:tllg I'£!'rl (yf the Irish situation" Weshould
sum it up this way", It 1s the :preoccupation with the past lt~el:f' tha't 83

bolllng a.way111the aurrorlt confllct in Northern Ireland. People in Ireland
-he take sldes V&r./ distinotly with either Protestants or Ca.tholios are alwa.;y

I'IDnous when they ImOh' someono is going to write a.bout their cr1l'1Jisthat a.ll the
'blalueshould be put on the1x' enemies and 1t should not be said that there is
fault on both sides" Andyot there 1s plenty of fa.ult to go around, there are
no clean handa and theN are stlf'f' .•.:neekeda.ttitudes in both communities roo
1r1 this preoccupation with the past. Wehave ldent1fled them by now. On tb
Pl'Otestant side it 1s tho d1sa.etroue choice of a se'P1l-mt1om w1tll the oonCOIdtant
docision tha.t their Northern State should. be a. private rElioonaUon for the
Protestant separatlmts end that the Catholic minor! ty l!lhould not have a t.rue

in tbs Staw. For the C6.t.hollcs, bDthNort..h and South/!i.t t.lM been
tiff -nscked refusal to aoknowledge that the Protest.ant and qBr1tlsh~ tradl tlon

ha.a 0000.$ an integral pari, c€ their cnm naUcma.l horl tagei deGervelS accepta.nc
opl~ whopa.rtlo1pa.t<'..tin it deserve aceepta.n.ce as !'. part of lrel.a.nd

1thout lfhieh the Il:'1sh tradttion Itssl£ is 1J:Ipoverishedand atult1f'led. In
hese terms wt) can say that the Southam Irish state 1.t.eelf is cultural

truncated even more than 1.t 11'3 tenrl torial1y by gra,n<Ung no place to this
ProtestMt and "British" part of tl'le Irish ttadltlon.. There tA1'e$ of' eo~,
the specific points of 1rr1 tat-ion between the ProtestMt and Catholic COlll3ll.Unltlel!,
'nRe one band the t!1vl1 Rights questions which are a. Nfl.ectlon of ~'U'to:nUnate

~ b9.ale den1al. of ltl. place in the !lox-them State.. On the other hand., quest1
llke that of m!,:cedmar-d.age, sepa.m.tod schools, divorce lag1slatlon, birth
control, etc. M a.:re indicators to the Protestants or an entrenched power
attitude on the part or the Catho11c Church Leadership.
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'-'t this to 1:;;su't-J:r"i1.1n te to a attitude n th,~" ~t o:f
't,hey are :f'1mlJ' in the drlvorQ s seat and need not t.X'llckle

and f ara, e can in fact v that t.le part1tl ~ of I i

ohoice 1."'l th aJ:'ly :.;art f this ce':r.tt.tr;}l ~ Th1. is in no way 'to say -eMtit '1

abrnp ly .01 e a 18.y iith, 'I-he. orth xu 0 er 50 oars of separa
e" lO:pm.iill.t h$M.•nd it now, a ,d tine J 8001' 1 and

:p..i2.iM.cal levolo:;:t.n.r1nt" The re ~~.nsibilltoy ;r.e.;t,;, very au •.•h n t-h two co. ~uLities
M: t I::i ,or':':) ~ :;" n~,w..ty
ci 1tttr~,.l inte:,"!.' t.,r and the ne :l of'
t.rad1 tlon and liST

ch :for tho ther iu 01: 4""r that the .J..••,.

still

.out to re- lve all of t.l $6 qUf~s••l ,liS .l..

of, oble-r'. st_ 1 00 ~

*~ my Hould
,- 111"1'; '11~1 ""ue'"t.i .1S of

th~ ~st.. T,':"•.!') troubh in .Lrc:-la!l<1 is t: t nothln~ ls ) nin;:o .)Lre and n 1: t" t

1 M:r'~ tnU!r~ ln~ th::l.l1 1:hl; :1':: oecupatdcn >A th th;, pa3t.

1: j.,'C exanane ;.;.' t, has 1J6en lapronill':; p' 11t.i,~all' we :-.i.nti. th::l.t NoTi".hGnl

I:::'e.1zndhas' ~, rough 30 y 'r. of s'· n' Un..t;l)()W'i'" U ,_. ',"'he f'::"'OZ6;fl state
0:-' No t,em '9011tics has eenera.ll:J pro). cad lOt.,.hl?, ~i;On a.1Y:Jed a t.hy

on the of bo't-h (!OA~,u!litio3l;1. Thi S?t I,;f' a' a y is alwQ\Y3ve..•"'j OAOO~ ~ a.

"'1, 1'.o1r.t of. 'ltc-lane'). 'l'h. 'lil0 ~r~I...;.o in I:t' Ie...d ~~,~'"' cut ps~:,.~c:tical~·an civil

rl t.J mcl.b "t~ C '1tm s ne:tses , :",:ice
f n;y , '~Le IE.: oi tt XOC,"l11 S c1it "hers"

.::.:;ltl t~rr ,7r,. ;;h iltdo._ mcence , 'Ilia l<:"st,

t1" 1

1-1 r

r.c-nopo1..vanc rvthles' sup "res" d tt1e ~ik."U'CH""::; f th) Civ':l HitJh . ?rot~,·tor3"
. ~'e,lance t.he_~'part in ;;~'P""..:r"'3ift," gl S t"'~ 0 at s

";ne~ it C" to a. CLr.eml 21 t!Ol1 1"" 19(~'1t. , Prot,. -:a.::&t -po MI' ,t1fl!'l.

whip d up a frenzy 0" f'oo,!' d l!i~& ':'i..'Ie:;, v t to l."GstQ::ce 'he l, ot
po_ .•.C'!e3 'I 'aln~t th_ <;In rlty. T'. ~s

_: 1';f6~»",as tl;e or:

., t-
bursts ()f 01v!.J. ::::: tinz 11, U1S ~hniTIer

tJ:'ing !.nc!;:tl~e phy !.cal

o ience non-ri 1 ee and all
the C1vil Rlg:;~,s
ola pol ation ud
levels of ero~ no viol£no •

I 1:1' n "'. (...•.vil
eol e·ice. and tactical ~-:ga.zeof

1y f x'eotten in 'the thollc eonm. - i':y and. the

en r 0 50 yaar- :nn:'St 0 t in
Gl'W~:enme1'!tre'F\; , s wo in foot h stil lrroueht in
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tmder pre$..:..ure from t.he British Gov"rnment in Westninl:rtf~ril but t.."i~was too
11+.tle and too late" B:d. t1sh Govern.'IlGmts over ll".any genera'l-iol1"" h preferred
alw<:13'sto l:)()stpone the Irish problen~ to hop•.. it l10uld go away of 1ts~lfor
tha.t stopgap mf:las1..1.l.'s wmtl(l tu:r:r1 "ut in spite of' theillse~:ves to be ~rmeuent

solut101'l:;or that !'3ome );ut1.U'0 Governmmd:; Hould be 1)~e to t..hi!1k of some ooi::t.er
re.solution of. the t;,.r;~v of ~re~nd atlrt that. thil161$ wou.ld stay quiet enoueh so
long .1.~ th(:y them!J'31'1fes l'1e!.'e in TJOWOT. 'l'ho granting of tha C~"Jil R.•.d1ts dsmal"ds

in m."tttars of housing~ olU-ploY"l',mt., f:C"~lChlS<~jute ••at thl~ :lOint sati3!ied
ne1ther the C.?-.t,holic'3. ;.rl~o~eE'::Jrl:1&:t" demands .tor. thesa things had 00 ~ '" t wi 1;1'1

rejection not 00 naeh of thall' clama:i'lds as of' t e"'ls>91ve." tlY a r~".alc1trant
],:l"('n;iIlcial Gov~~!l~ntit !Wl" thA PX\')t.(F§.t.:l..71t tofl:h'} £&It tha.t the Jrit1.m Gova::.'·muerrt.
e,ft<J;Ta.ll i ts :'l"Om:l;%~3 th::"OU3h "J 50 "ea.:r;$, had fi.n.~11y ('Sold them out.

l~"''l"there 'W~'L, [1 diifrn:e. ee , The nett con":'lict, uta not Cil':f[}l,V a repl'$;jf

of t! e vlolence tha.t had takerl plMe in l<orthe:r:rt l:reJE.:.1d in t'19 1720.8. h. t..'1e
19JO*s. an(l mo'l'!;) b:ciefly at other times. It .-as (,. r~r;;mt, in f\Cale ana in H.s
long dmat1on. ;,et·hine: r.J.Cl"€J WBJ~ lO x.ng. T};,e l:o:d,hern I:reli':md. Ci3~"trlict. V1at~

ca'U€7ht up In a sooietal o:t'$d~dcMYl nucl. H~.de:l' L:. si:;:;nlficailce whic :t'a1~!edthe
lwe1. of viol.mlcm aWl ,,-.a},,8,lyz,~1 all of' ~1i) o:r:~r:Jt:,::.o.t; ;;ov~J',:-:..•,,~:·:t~of C;~1!J.:':"C J p of'
hcalli; factors if', the cOllUlT1.<rd.ty 11ich 00111 ha.ve been u.:::-3d 61th\.!::. to . ;:u~11ora.te
ih(# :1itri,tUon oj', by OOp}"l'E<5E'.i ve ; ethO<~5t t,,) $t f'Le he p'roW$l,. 'l'he r€;f():cms

hl ht')nSlJ1~; 1'i."'auchia";!, etc. ,hieh ,ie',N w;,:i' tan lnt,c 1a~11., 1')(1'1 had never :1:'0&11.r

been trte out sin('.l#J because t,he ·,'lc:J.e f.rr.:t'tlc ture of' vOVC:l1:'l "er.t .:u;..:: st)clety has

h".et! in a. ;)t.."i.t(}Qf!:)l.· ••~:d.cwnI

:~n:p:':'Scede,1tt.:r1, kind of" gell.~m'l.tion gC,j) a.n~ cul.tura.L \# )tJ.fli.:;t bfd.H1l;i;.t•. i rent find

chlldrer:.4 '1:"(,,0 0:1ties, tJhic.h S ;ould 1: th~ ~~(;1.et".: str J1~ ~>ci::ts 'Ji' ;,)W;'

c~.•:11isa.tionj a-ro ~m:f.sl"ing worse than D.nyU~int; $1:::;e in thltl €'€rl\~fral brea,krlown,

w-rltten off as £) O'l.' doone by th so01 1 $cientlstg 1'1'1 a. sel:f ...fuH"!111ng
zr.l:'OP!I?CY. The :3a.me c:rl:;;is can be felt throughott all t\estey.'r~ and w '),~~. n."'"

ini'luenaed D ci vilisr.tion. In £;enert.l.l i t p:t'od.uoo~.a Gta te o:f'a, • t,hy. \1·;-''.:.j:~.)

aw,-:-e ..•.l)at not} ins ~'l-o:rk$,I11.t only h1. the eonee t.h,!tt thli1 M9.chi~ai'; 'TI..~JI:..om
cud. th~ lil-"l..il S :.ot J(~l:tverdt. but t~~'!.t.0 11"l$ti·:"ut.ion~ 0;: 'Joc!.aty 11::'11':::1 :'$<,n
reduced to a. d:j.l'si'unntiona.l state. The dif'femnoG 1n Northern Ireland is that
particular factol."3 ~nvebrou.;;ht his ge:1eral state of 01,,111. t one.l eri~is to
a flaSt'1. point of' violence far greater tb"m any violence that the :to "I' cia.lised
:rrobl,.~t:10... !,.1 :ld' c>past eould. p!.\"r' ue b'.:r i t,:;,)sli • I. U rth r'1l !l."'3ill.nd. a~ all
the other u'01'lg points of: .ocic.l oT.c;an-1'::etten have lil¢T.fl dmm vary much as th\7;Y'
have elsewhere, the $te:reoty~t~ 111,,;[111(1 trn'1,t, t;~:1a;v~'Ocommu~_1i.1es. Catholic and,
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Pl:'ote"" t. h•.l"l" tat .1: e ch t1 r t'.a
~~),!"i:()4' a :!1.md.ot4n

·c.hespar!: that bro '~hi; tl ; t'ot en

'I r oth r ~1 e<uts - 1 tb t cture of
Ir-ll.sh

t . .....e1nsM. tut ns

-trang ~lhil0 the .•.·orcG ha

: een In (':'f'i ;i3 in lID3t (;t.h,;r places. ,~(~O!.lall 10C<l1 'ZomrtU~litie l' va rota-. • c'

·;t:!:'On~ ' arac+ o1v, po!'it1on

oIl,"'IO. 1tf)

oct::rian ",OP?;.Ul1ity f 'l'he" t,m ::;'acto .. :;. :"'L"'3.ily a.la ~00' l COl1",;,nU21$. tJ' f havo
p::ov· d th

:L."l·be v l1o~.::.:e/: :> mO.ra ia conson with the
t.t tIn! t3'-l. St~te;"'f '" 1 1'11:. rr: Lu

:;:' 1,1.1.&1' t.o 1.",o.l.f •

he .u.ve .::u.l1c· .t,.r..; m::i i's tho :1r;.;,..d;:;:'·u , r~i:~t ..;rl ;1&d~ei:-a~o:
t:~."'~i 'hi£.; S;... f r..:..r. -~,. ~.:.l.1 • . .t.!.V' ~ ·c..ln~.

aye of soc1al oxganl t10n t puts power and 1nflu e in the hands of
e11tes and leav the ord.irun'1 per without ltber. It 1snot Yen neceasar.y
to pa So nt, r othEmd. • on paternalistic ~ tiOD of
$OCtet, 1n the pres t a1tua.tlon, tbiugh in fact "can tb d at .ttmlaJ.l
a.s an opportunity for h growth. nut it 18 enough at this point to :y t

who the pa,temal1at1c organ! tion of 1 ty fo·· rly • 1t 1 nowin
a or1 2. of d1 lutlon and work no 1 • ther or ot wi b 1t,
the ternal1 tlcall1 orglsed e re A sy of"
soclal otuan1 t10n is .:bout to e • and 1t can e1ther change 1n the
db.'.ctlonof gro or e e in thetion at 1ngl:aok in 1nh 1ty
and brutality. Northern Ireland 1s experiencing a situation that baa brought
th g~ rat e1vll1t1ona.l crt to f 1nt lier than totter
places. Its people are too orert:Xlu.i:Nd by tb 1r. s1t ,"on to fin t.h$ir
way out of the widerclv1U tic cr1 is 1. full force hits t

of us. e need not .•. tb a guln pi to oops. tb1.. Theysurely
ne to una ' th na of the cr1 i they expert as they ork
out their $Olut1 tI an wi tb the va aaount or e t1ve t lla.'bl
the JitOpl the X' at of us can h to lp f the .and their ct10ll
in this oris! .,will enriCh all our 11 d w tructu:r.'e or SCCl~e1w
aV&tlable to \1$ that will be 1n Mvenco of ~th1ne; we hay. xperienced ourselve oJ

Our lie. tern i tq son th'rougb veral cme.l u crl s 1n ita
blstoZ')". tranG1tlQn fl.oom one eocl tal fo to another that 1n fact d1f•.
t from th .1ticl lut1ons1l 4 ha far
effect. these haw been the tl."ansi t! tX'Oll eo ml to an ~lcu.l tural

.1 ty. f'r:o ly to l.a.te e f that to a. I'll 1 a. .••
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luU • f \hat aga1n,to a bou.r.gooi$ and ca.pitalist form. In each case,
tho preno t of soclal rgan1:t1on to 1ng POint, proved
sapl¥ 1nadeq te for the coapl xiV that had de.v loped 1n i ty and were
replaced ~socleta.l. foms better adapted to the actual stat to which BOoie"

d.evel0 • through trEuts1tlonal period. t t we:ceore or 1 ss convulsive
. th . new f01'lllS grew ire organ! lly fro what already existed or not. But

c·· !l\ to all these cha.ngeaot$OC1etal Bora wa.$the ba 1e !'at&maUat1c sup-
poa1tlon and value aye 1 pI! in it. It haG. been a.ssumed throughout that
a few peop.l • 11 const! tuted by inheritance or election or prl vllege or

tal tm1nlng., 1m tf be t. and that the re ri of th . world would.do better to
be obedi.nt to them. The value system h&s be$n _bodied 1ft the o1'd1nary person.!$

If.cone pt. He1mevh the goodtaan.the worthwbile bar of society who
could t.a.k pride in b1tl If t if' he did t wa expected of him. or 1n the
grQ. r and Jfl.Ore dIctator! 1 odes of pateniaUa. what b was told. There 1s
no n to deny that this value ayst.em 10 .b1e to society through ma.ny
previous poehs of" our history, though in :e ct it d1d stifle muchcreat1vU.y 1n
those whowere never recogni a belonging to the elites. But it i simply
a. ma.t4er or ob~b1e fact that the systo. no longer functions.

For 1t 1s t the 1 .•1 of th1 fun ental self-eoae ptt" t it 1.
that mal't$ tb good manor make· it poS$lble for a manto take pride 1n h1all$1f,
, t the organ! . tlon of t¥ ha faltered. People,pec1a.l.ly younger ;people

but n.o lY they. no longer l1eve that 1 1 _ d 1ng 1« t 1 e
tells the or expects at the tbat they will bave be~, what they should be or
would be proud to_. w can th1$ ~aUth lnstltuUona.l anti r
structure of $DCl \Y and find that, 'ldth local varian. lets attit

t.al· ~ tCll'ed.M 1n t stoa
wm1Gb1ngpo1at, and that tb lU ha$ con.ucntl:r gon Gut of'tbe etzuctu:l.'$.l
a.'br1c (f£sool tq.. .'l'h1 1 truer th natural. ~$ rA family', ne1gbbourbood,

dlGtdct., city or tovn.~na.t1ori or in t1 _ soc1 ty* aU of wh1cbare r1
by ptle1, $Usp1c!ont.ba.t tb loyal· i !Jld are aU to a. fir tel."
oX' 1.8S.e:t' xtent eha.uv1nl t1Q~ It is true to a 1e .•' extent Of the pe 2: groupblg

.t out $ th 1 of tb tural. groupings, young, th red, the
trade union!. • the plO1. the religiOUsly boUn, the aeade. e 00 . un1ty f

e_. The ~on {P:'Oup de 4$ of th. group$ are known to b If-det t1ng U
U$ pt.Ir$U .xelualvel3', and pIe will ber$ of a. n '1: of

such~ • but they neverth1 tb potentkl tl'ong poin'ts 1
hCWeva:r ob l.ethorgy they ma.Y illINl1f' .$t at pr8$eftt *!here 1$ ~t left
in th$ mtearl ty of ~ lYE th :t'1na.ncW.ami c structure· that Q:~ 1

.:I.4lirlfl(UJg C t:rol 1nn . h1 as . ur 11 l the t 1nGuranee
, the Illtrlaet:, tematl tiona. th

$f. oft.ax:At1ont thG on•• $* 1~lt a. sp'boU() ~ tor
values of different tb.1ng an ch all at u, 1AllV yen.mg.
I\a 1 'f .1; obdously suft~ own _
·Cl"C:tdelnca, vhAt in the lJ.t . :Ye. ace to caU~ a. cred1..•
bUt ty Pf - th 'HbG1i public !net!.tut10neu aove%11l1Gl1t.~rganl
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church $, the $duoat1oM.l,a • public rvie $ Chas the polloEt. and all
the other visibl 1nt1tutlons that haY mad a cla· to <lee! 1 it :tEt.ly
bowe~ cts of our 11~ run.• ht 1f also CQ to have
SGdOU$ $Usp1ci.cms of what we _call the 1nV1s1ble!twt1t.utlon i' factoN
le identifiable d hen d1ftlcul t to xest t whichn~ 1 have
the kind· effect as tb vislbl· institutions in d 1ni:ngthe of
option. o:pento Uf,fS one: thee arG the swotypes, the &2:'Ch·VPe and. proto.
types that have been lmp:re upon us bu't whoa Wluence we 1ncrea.s1n«lJ
q\tft7. ~ and resist. th.e medla.and 11 the ther pxe • f· gOy .•••

~t. famil,yf peer !t%'Oupa or Whatever SQurce • that tl:Y to influence \is toward
oonfoudty. In the g_~ breakdol4l'l of aU th$tl:Uotura.l factors in eociety.
the lu .stfl 1 . 1f. the con sua that. there 'thing, a whole at
b$bav1our. that a.l"expected at us d that w1thout con£ondng to it e cannot
haw _If •..••~t a-a taDfl.acold.iI and th$ whole or socl.~ is porvaA d by
aft ovett1~ atb,y. a:t ling that nothing l."ks and nothing matters, a frus-
traU n that 1 a11la¥8 on the . 1r-trigger of violence. Local va.rUt-t1ons, the
rela.tIve and avpioal strength or one or another or some chane pattern Qf
ele ents in the aoelety, carmbrlng the eri$1s to a head. and Ws 1s wtIat we

ppen1ng 1n Norib.$rn Irelan.

NorlMm h'elandal$Ct conb:onta us· with a sca.pe...gMt tt.ern, and. here
again wecan e e neral1aa.tl n r other sea: .t situations. Thee
are no a1nor1ty p,roble 1tbout aJorlty b • The ao ·t otrens1ve minor1-
tl .will _ left:lcalJ,y undisturbed$0 long the. jQri t;r is actua.l)S
happytd th!n 1t, 1f, and. C¢ijtVOl!'stl,t the (J$t ' . ,tlt or Uno:d.t1 s ldU mgula:rly
be t of the ll1() n .ndo offense t.. the jor1v 1

~ trom 1n Q In 1: 'land tb is tb paradoJdcal 1:11
'Of the d.ou'bl' mtnor1t)rt 'tob$ Datbfl11e·s aI!e a Jd.tlo2dty within .t.he NQ11'tbth.1l beland
~I tb ." a. sdnorlty tdt.bL"1 Ireland whole. h f'e 1
threa.t~EId 1n 1.t3 U no tv the 1* "opoly Qf th other 1n 1r
:re~v st.a.tele: It h sees the other as a fun" ntally 41s.le)"a.l
Qd. . Mn1ve nt in te ot tbtl 'tAte 1n \fb1chf$Cb. has the ~ r opo,., "
But e wardth spsetive m1nor1t1 s ref1.oc . tar ~. 'basicpro 1
1ntemal to tM jorl.ty cl ty of ea4htate, and t..~1 'bl'1ng us ,It to the
<.werrl~ cr1#.ds of pato:rma.l1 hQm.which 111 cU.fterent ~a both $tateB,
1n e with thO at of the W rn world. suffert viol , tl1
confln to Un1 ter.ti~ r ~ I rland 1t If' thob cccaal<maJ.Jy
ep1Utns over 1ntG the hlle of IrelAnd tl:t hi. Wn. 18 of far ~ter 1n . \OW

a1ty aad ~ti t . t!um lrela;n.d's ntroublest), ba,y, in their
rounda In the t, than can expla.1n b; r1 ted b1atQrical atxugg1.es

Iftland by tbelll 1 ".

lut10nBu~ we hay
O:p1u.m:l.. The a!JJ.a(lenV!m
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" $OC!t,y $" uldg1 us '1 t h 111our
COftft1l S tuat.l of' arth I a.t pmS$Zl't
to t the t potdttve 4~1o /I

". A 1nthe
. ou

'J.be. mati a to th tamallst1c 1. ty are ly. on ~
lctl00, and. 111 ct it 1s the 'burden or t.hos&, t Northe:m 11'1$8 who t.be

Mtual . of eeld1"" their own ~ to d ide what the n-
crete al~tlV$ i"0lmS will be. How 'ar, we can. Elk tch out 1n 1:rroad outline
the two t pro hIe au· tlons t could rep terna.U t aoolety. n a
muta.tl~ or growth, the other a. shr~ into despa.1.r•.

Th tlon could. the fra.t&n1alLstlc .1ety. In
the pr$ t d1ssolut1on state of' ele 11 , the di" 11111$1ed, the
un~l1vers in old .ta.bliah$d value pa.tt.e'.!la left with a. vacuumor
valu .• a lack .tlvat10n to do' thing lJeyond the 1 1 a rather b 1$tlc
dtenoe in the LUttluent sool ty, and th a ne of a.n:r is for U'. ete •

W tore" an a.ltematlv is. for U' " and hence tho root 0 a nw
value sys the· lunta.:ry l'Uon or re lbillty. Thl a a eu t1tute
for a self-est m 'based on dOing what was expected or- eme would require a wide•..

1'1' ad learning of techniques by which 1nd1vlual and e unit!. s can gain and
keep partiel tory cootTOl thelr own11 a W beUeve t.he chniqu s are
now at hand and tha.t people wbo hay experteneed the current breakdown of the
pa.temallstlc order of $OCt ty 11 prepared to make use of the , pt'Ov1ded
the knowldge Qf th m1 easily a.va.llabl. The technlqu s th lv s
not cb as 1;0 t· property of experts. whioh would tnaJce t.h m onl1 another

8 o£ 1mpoinS m i tic control· II te, wt ot a kind that can
" paon to any or eon.

The econd· d negatlv lluta:t.:lon, till a wr:ll and dangerous po J.-
'bill ty both in UorthernIr1 an in in ma.t1ona1 1 ty. is kin of ...

temall • 'i"d"s. auld !l.ot ld tical vith or So r"stomtlon of tb old
nall tic ord r~ which 1s UlU"estora. e. Jaq Tb old.., temall bas bada valu
S".f a.t it which coun.tl neratlon ii Th n $Uper- mal!
would have va.eUUfll 0 ·lue, recognls1ng: value on13 one thing. the

tora.tlon or iJa tion of 0 l' by bate.vft' an. It would the re ult
of' the panic Of irrevl bl.e di lut10n b:eought bout by th GUn

the societal fabric and inetltutionsof the oldori r/ill Wecan find a X"ough

·1ar both th nie re 1 t10n f thebrutlshn of th un 1 ty
and the ua.l \r.u ty of the un 11 dictatorship" vold or '1 value
except 1m p;r;os rvatin of order. in tb Levio.:yym or Hobbe.Ii Such a.

1 ty now COtllO b1l1ty for f1rst t .• Wecan se the f'
«owing of this uper-" ter.naJJ. .i in sev places. '.rh!;:. GX'tl:G" of ha la,w•..

a.n4-order 1101 IS in tit" Un! Sta. .oa.ted in f t a. conte pt for 14

1n it· 1 the !.rbl of vernm ~ or in. n 1 lvlty to
tb~1r ownc1a d on.o e interest b1 ~ NewYork hard.••hat of few yO&'rfj

O,~ no could 't "Cod \)le E tabU "t
tb t! t to ord f ~ 1£; tion f 1t~ ...
81011 bas. 2.ta full m"J.eetlon ill the SQviet lInt f where t 1n
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total panI0 to the USU ptlon trf perscma.l re 81bill ty by 1nd1vldua.ls
like Ale~r Sob;enlteyn and Andrei S It Th C) unity l.'$$pollse of the
hanl •.•ba.t8 has 1t parall 1 too, tbl in 'orth m I la.nd. whxe the Prote tant
UDA(Ulster D f ace A soe1atl) f a a coal1t1 J1 if ne1ghbourbood
v1gilante groupe out of the same mot1vatlons, a. te sen' of the d1 lutlon
orll orier and •. dEtt~m1nat1oJ'!~ d!vorcedfrt:'l any other value conten:~, to
:rind. and pun13b th , ~llem1e$ of ordaz'. But with the UDAwe C01Mt tack to an opti-
mistic view of' the fUture. a.s that organisa.t1. n has 00 1;0a. t\U.'fUU"Qllnd point
in our view ttat lves it th potentUJ. to becomea e structlve fore •

Of manysigns in the current situation that gIve reason to bopef'Qr a.
con tructive and positi" development in Northern Ireland, we would select
three major lnd1cato:r. The f rat is that a much ore realistic a se ent o£
the purely poll tical opt1on available to people in the Province has begun to
penetrate th Wider x-anges of public opinion than hasbaen the ease for the la.st
four years. Th second is a growing level of communityactivation in the cities,
especIally 1n Belf'a. t and Der.t'7. sometimes in separate patterns within th two
sectadan cOMUnities, so ati in incipient forms of cooperation. A d the
third 1s th encouraging tate of the young E: neratlon in both cOllUllUllities.

Northern Ireland 1s a str1kingly tiny bIt of geography to contain so
muchviol nee. There are no laces in the Province one cannot drive to w1thin

couple of hours, and the population caught up in the conflict is only about
one and a half mill! • It has beeoe a tru1SlIlof the C tholie side in the
a.rgu ant to f'!!:l7 that the internal political probl mor the Pl:ov1nc has an
"In d1lIll sion," that of the cultural and c ity lel title tioR
of Catholic e un1 1n t.h.e North with Ireland a.s a whole t.he in mal
political situation or the North is in 1 fro t.l-te st o£ Ireland. It
is equal~ t1.'U. f and for the e rea. 01US as applied to the Protestant populatlon
of the N the1."nPxov1ncs, to ~ that the problem has a. lb:ltisn dJ.men ion, ju t

a.s impossible to ~. Andwith th entry of botIl Brt in and Ireland into the
EuropeanEcono c Community.one h to peakg vi th only $S ins! tenc • of a.
European d1:men ion s 11. Once these va.r1ou d~, n ions are recogni ed, 1t
has to be acknowledgedthat the tiorthern Ireland P1'Ovine~ represents for aU
these related powra, !he Rep'.lbllc of Ireland. Brlte.1.n d Europelt inl3 an
em.barrassment. Both gov:xnments and publie, ether in the Republic err Ireland
or Sr1ta.1nj C)uldbe far pp1 U" Northern Irel si ply were not the, if
the Province were tawd out to and sunk, and the1r exaeperat10n is directed
p:rl.IIa:rlly to the t of the Northam 1rt61\ population that looks to themselv8
as pro torss tn Southern 1d. to th- thollc t th Bri t1sh to the Protes "t$"

!hey.a.re uCh cUent as 1tber ould tb r 0 wi tbout •

.nt and..•. nt or their b4 broth ra., Protestants 17
d. lef't to their own rEi • Oath lie Uy betr4

Rep!1bllc of I • In both b1g•.•broth r oountr1 th re
ottons th Northern or 1$ ha. C So

1 80ld out qy Bri· 1n
and a on lW
:ve
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a r of Pl» 1 10 ~ ptU't1 s. and in n t.hor:an ta.1n nor
the Repu'b110 of Ireland any dift'arenee oth I'r than fl.l1:'t r
haX'den1n3of at tud mmunlty. lTotes'tatlt or C!atholte, 1n Ioribern
Il'$l.anti t looked to big bra rat The re· ult 1s that the. divided
e 1t1e 0. North f selva thrown k. ther. Th real.1-
ea.tlon . ,. growing tronger aU ' tl that n 1ther b1g brother sgo1ng to

provide a solution to the probl m. that n 1ther a. uni . d. I~ nor a irl tiGh.
t po NSto t n of the t quo ante 1s anyw~r to: in ~Ja ~r-
the NSpa ·1b111ty of finding $I 'IS for two communities to l·vo in peace and
comp1 entarlty Us in soapa.b:Qt within North m I, d it If. '!'hen 'W A sembly
can repre , nt this $Ort r:rea.l ,t1on ~.11 at IU.Gt uper£'lc 1 lev J..• a.s the
pollt1clan and.gov~ta1 organ1 tiw are sap13 too d.1sored1ted ldth both
c unitt s to peo1a.llysa f to:rs 1'1 th! construct on (y£ life in the
Pxov1nee. Ii.l more a.t tbe 11 velsof local conuaun1ty organ1 tlon tha.t bath
the rea.li. tlonand th ly steps t building a. llGlt n d spite of both
big brothere axe· taking ;plac. Th c·mmonfund at 1ndigna.tiQn1nt th
J:'G peetlve b18bxothers .4 of having h b1 th' b brot.hers
in the 19bt of' their t ~ ,t 1 oppone s the troug at, dicine healing
tho res tments of the twoid s toward ch other a.t pre.sentll

And in that oontext there axe the beg1nning stage ,f c unity organi-
sation and ac'tivation that, with aui bl help so that the un1ty' can ffee-
tlvely take c ntrol of ita ownl1fe, 1n rd.erly pat rns of 1ts owndevising,
give the first hope of er10u and. construct1 newsocial or&ani tlon that

n n 1.'1 Europe in Y decad! 1'h d velo nts ha.ve been of very
disparate kinds in Belfast andtondonderxy, and are Just beginning to cross-
fertiUs one another. In rry (f tno J L.et9 bav no obfuscation over the
nalllDS of thl tolmo The ancient name or the old port 01ty on the Foyle 1s Den'1e
tb na.m Londonderryglv n it in the ly 17th century when charter to
redevelop and re ttle it ...•. Protestant - ..•was g yen to th merchants of the
City or Londo.n!ll The LQndonde.rry,its "off'leW" • is now more used ~
Prote tan ,but the old r n D rry not exclu 1v ly 1n Oa.th e use. The
offlc1a.l titles, for instance, ven of th (Protestant) Churchof Imland diocese

B1 p of Derry. D of Derry., to. ~and the DQrq' 1e in regular colle •..
quial use by Pro te.ntsc One do $ not, by choosing e or other nam. . e
political state t wbn one 01 Ii bet n "Bolaano" dl'Dozen, "Alto
Ad1getf an "Sudt1rol.... :aut for one like tb· uthor who bas act.1t;, sym~thy w1th
the dl1 or both o1dw in the Nortb rn Ireland strugg 1t see s best to It ep
'bothn atthe tip of the It w uld ten r, 1f it wouldidentify
it, to call D~ simply "that plao ver 1n the est •••) Bogs1deCo.tl1llunl t;r
/t.ssoc1at.i • in the b,y n tboUe ghetto of tb& cl \y, h&s develc
a. or city cohee!v $ end 31VEm loeal people, over·the last year. an
orga.n1 of pa.rt".ci tion, a. strong vole in i ion that aft t and
1'm1 ~,or hO • It 1s only nowbeginning to proeeed fro f w i~
pro" ts 1 U $ that. could activate thG communit.yconsolousne to a reeogn1-
t1 all Its n to the nth 1 plan$ £ a: area. T
2, no u1valent as yet 11\ th l1:otestan comnumlty of B tt1, and this So one or
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most Ul'gent ne$ds at tmesentlO The PNtestant eommunU.;vhae more dU'tlcul t.Y in
brgan1~ itself or producing grG.es-roota leadership. because 1t 1s
d.lsplrl ted, feeling that 1.ts trad! tional vray of 11.£,0 1$ threatened 1f1th d1m1nu-
tlon or exUnCtiOUfi It need$ tobave the oppcn:tunityof asaert.lng itself not in

.cour but in ita integrIty" and to :rind in lts rea.l present situatlon the motive
toree for strong grass-roots orga.n1sa.tioq, • t.ak1ng ooramand of Its own life aa

the Catholios in the Bogelde· have of theirs.
The :Bel£ast developments bave been on quite d.1ff"erent lines. Here the

thing that bas activated. locaJ. commtm1t1es has been the prospect of new sources
of employment coming into their a:r!eas. It wa.s olear that there hIl\d to be 1nduoe-
mentsOOf'ore a:ny business or industrial corporation would settle in what they knew
as troubled areas, and these not only the t'1nanc1al. inducements that government
could t:1tfer but &S9W:'aJlCeS 0'£. the ea:fetg or tbe1r 1nvestment, that could only
come from the 10081 people themselves. From last NO'V'elQberwhen proposals or this
sort we~ first mad"'oa.Utlons o£ n41ghbourhoodcommuni~ associations ha.ve been
e$t.abJ,tsbK.cmas1ng the linea between the Prowstant and Ca.thoUe eo_unitle$,
in order to pmv1de Bueh assuranoes. The work was first dane in tiorth Belfast,
and from the tlrat the rdUtant Ol.'gAnisa.tlomsof each side. IRA and UDA, cooperated
to the extent or p!.'"OV1d1ng sate-conducts for the people build1ng these new coa11-

tions. The f'aet that thf3 focua or OOl'llJllOn interest was $0 n&l:'1"OWlydef.lned
1.t pose! ble for manymutually suspioious ne1ghbourhood and m1lltant association
to Q.Ct in conoert, and in the proce$S man.Yloea! areas. both ltatbolic a.nd hot ••.
stant. tha.t had not previously had 'iSt\'Y'f'ortIl ot organisation ooBldes the para-

mill ta't'Y grouP$ themselvest We'S."'e e.ct1vt\ted for the first time. Nowa wide netwoxit
o£ organiaa.tlott$ coven most of ~TortbM4 West Belfast. Actual involvement 1n
the whole mnga of communiV lSSU9B bas not progressed as far as in the Dogslde

of Londonderry. but the organisms 8X'I! there by wMcb this can be e.ccoapU
in 'tcth l.'rotestant and Oa.thoUc cemmunltles. While it is nec.essary at th1s earl¥
stage that ~ commonorganlat1ons inolud1rlg both Catholics and ProtoBtanta not

:tr:e.ined beyond the na.t'rQWly defined purpoaes tbat have made their cooperation
po:$Slble and. thatthb t1.rst stope of a. mo...~COlnprehensive a.p~h to the social
problem$ c4 their own lU"e ~ made wlth1n the pattern lIE loyalties already
exist1ng in ~testant and Ca.tbol1c nslgbbottt'ho$ds. tba UJIlbrella o:rga.nisa.t1.ons
do still prQV1do 1dea.l faclU ties for 11aJ.Gonand oooclJ.natlon at the local

'ort&. and $hOuld :prewnt tho :plt.mllel develC1Dent from becoIdng a $OlttC$ ex
rivalry or now $Usp-ieions. The ancient p:tOblel!l$at the $tereoiJype$ that ha:~
div14$d the t'NrJ communities w111 have to be resolved, but they do not rea.lly
have p.t'$Cedence over the 1:10'%'$ gon'U1ne 1nte1'Ost..«) (¥f people 111.both oo!l!ml.ttlJ.t1es
in having con:t.l:t'>l or their onn lives and GOC'.al pattems. We believe that wen
there l:g.rea.l 11£& and grcwtb in the two communitle~ and the MCient ste:reo~$
no longer oeouw the vhole st~o for lack o~ an,ytblng Ql1.Je or interest happening
in tho land that could be a SOUI:Qe of pr1de and opt1m1sm.that they can

,lved far JIlOrO aa.it:'.ably i and that the scapegoat x:att.erne tbt\t exacerbate th
old conf'llcta will fade as tbe tuo cOWll\U11 ties f1nd newsatl:sf'act!on in their
own 1ntel'N1.1. I1f'e.

ThepO$1t1on the UDAin th1Sldevelopment is i $1gnit1cant, as th



M.V$ 'been s. ~p tQ:rmed to the model at the 'SeCond mutation we a.e$Or1l»(
above. su'bontinating all oth$r ]?Oa$1'ble va.lusl$ to tM'defen8$ of order in a.
e,haotle$ltu.atiQ;..'1.Tber~ has surely been lit s~ w&plciOll aool1€l tIDA members
that the whole oppC.$lng (Ca.tholic) cO!Il!IlUtllt.Y w.asoOlaposed <'1£enetaiea of order,
In parlicipa.:ting 0V1$:t' th1a y~a:r 1n the aOiilvi ties of these new ootlilrUni tr a.SSQo1.
a.tiona, even on the na.r:r:ovl1 defined. ~undlg that have made 1nwr.(:c>mmunlty
coopera.tion :poss1bl&, they have found partners in the pursuit of a (t01lU!LW\

interest not only within the community that haa bsen so sU$pected, but even
in the militant. ~a.nl$l.tions that are the: actual threats to ~ orie:r they
have bandQd together to if.ef'Md, and whose tertle1pa.tlQn in the a.ims these new
asaoc1ations have purauetd i_a as llecesaa.:q as that of tlEl UDA itself.". Thia
l:'eprese<l'lts a. tu:rn.a.xound :POint in tn.ei:rown interna.l development, end makes them.
now available in futUJ:."e for work as a construct! ve social fO:'res, '1'~ same
a.naJ.ysis Ca.nnot b$ tllAd.e of the ttfO (bH;terly diV1dad) branohes ~f ~ IRA, a.s
the, have not been in such an ext:r:emeposition as the iJDA, 1'Elprese.ntai;.ive of
the second !nutation altuat1on, but have bEJetl Sil.Ol:e conventional revolut1ons.r.y
grouP1li. But thill.'t. thaT ha.ve assented to construeti'lt'e initiatives a.t thQ behest
Qf the CQ1lUllUlli tl whose trrt:.areet:$ they ola1ru. to- ~p:r:.estmt should $.tandl)eyond.

quseti(m.

While th S$ d.evelopments. 1n general. pol! tica.l conGcicusness or the
available options &1d 1n 1(lCl3.1 cOllt!!\unl try a.ct! vat-ien,. can be readily' recogn1sed
as s1R;ns of boPt&. "f:Jl&proepeete of the )!'ou,nger generation are gene-rally taltfl'ln

to be l."e4son for ala:rlFh It is all true enough. that the young peapl$ and cbil.
~ of Northern Ireland laY$. been expo$ed to experiences af terror.1ndoc·tr1 ••.
nation ~.,.ha~f brutall.tlon e.nd eontinue£i bot-lemal si:.'r$as~ :nut this is not
th«iJor.ly a1enU'ica.nt part f1! their story and an(r~ side snoulc be a$ clearq
$lettn. ThsyOl.mg people ot both sides in Northern Ireland ha.-velnOl.'e ~Me f1f
being alive and ba~ purpose in their Uves th.a.n t..he~ peers 1n Bed£Qrd•..
St\.WV&unt or East London~ ~ ba.ve no n~ to take Muge in drugs <.tt" apa.tbt
fx_ the fru$tmtlons or Sfim$(tle~'l~ or th .1:1: 11ves.. WhUe! t has be(m for
t.hs moat negatlw purposee,.the;y' bave eanted M actuall.evel Qf ~p;.mslb1Uty
that Qne would nor.mal.ly not ~ of ~i8e on people of the1:r a.ee" The lxcunt
of 't.h~ f'1ghtiP.s ba.s 'been on them. and m~ the lcado:r:sbip in th~ private a.miae~,
on both BideS. ha$ rested l.at'sel¥ w1th ~pl$ ~. old.er than themselW13. Th$1
tw.vo 1w.dthe admil'at1on of their 11I1@ra, even wh~n the $lders were VlO$t £r1ght.ed
for -th_. in art age when the young elsewnel.'e e.re p!\tronl$$d and their tho'Uttht
and a.ct1vit.Y held 111 eon~mptc Then is a. $011_ of &xhil.a.:t'at1Ql'l ~ them.. and
the death or 1nju:r.,- 01 a. numbar of their ~tn:S only 1nereaaes their O'mtf$$U$e of
hlgh purpose and ~$Olve" For however m1lS~n rfl&sons (alia the yoUl16 on the
ttiO oppt)$!.:ng sides can certainly not botb be l.~'t) theN bt.VEt pu.t ~1l:' whole
llve~ entb:e:Qrat tb& d1~sal and se~e ~ thfd.:r e~m.mu:nltie. and done so
volwrtaril;Y'. \.l.l14$r no ecmpul~lon and with no GKpeetaticm Qf gain.

H&:r$ls a. gen~tion of YQW'lit people ~ a.ctivai1.ed. to the most
intens1~ a.nd~lfle_ aS$U1'4lj)tlon of l'$spcwd.'b111ty. They will all, for

wbatwer ~$On tbe1 a.re ;t:ari1c1pa.t1ng in the £lsht1ns at p:t'$unt. have



i m:fU1 ~ a to U th81r ..,_ • .cldld.-=entW t mtlSt • ~ n ' iI'S
that t1hen the ~tng $~n !t ill tlf:lflllbut i:ha th~
ahcmld " 0. ui"IEI..lmtt&£ ., Qt1w ~ ~
don~...•th th piMC. '~ Ju .+' tl'1 gra:ut~bl1 nt

~~ .(If full 1!1'. ..~ ··t.nm &s!t. L~dt.lr.ing the f.'lghU~
i . .• But it 111 :&.ct, (11'..$ ~ f t.tlA 'tat. s!!. tt UQr1
in .orthel:n! lMd 1s the e~t1<m rA: _ social 1n . tl ns in advance er
what we have (tl. , h a.nt.t $o1l en.r eh1rJ.ent tit all tlr l~. r$~ ~l~tth. . a!';t lite3-l,

tfe ca.a del'M4 ul»tt it. that the ~ gf.lft '" t.1en '.n n~ t:r.earad it; :f\t113
p.z:'Q~ ~d. e.etlv ted to tak4(!its l;Itrl 1ft the rxroca$S~

~ltmd .In anc.ient &!toys •• the $)~O .t:>'t 6brl.a !.M ~liMtl(jUt of
civ1l1.t!Ol'l an ' 0~:tl for 1\11 . , Eu'.t'Ope North at the l.p$,- 5h9 has been
au b ~u:e4 ~e t.h * in cultu-ml tatus~ in world ~Itanca, in thfl M$

of' 1n ot.mt1nu!~ ~it.l\M.1:' st tradlt1cns. Ag 0_ ~ ion t£ve
p~ :tor tart 11'1 that tMuct1* d ~ pt')Mlld' tt:( 11~ "'1th <L'1
¥ 1abt who· :troU I~ far eenturie' a1'ter their e?n<.,. , ~
act.l!tats 1n !b1ew~ the neVf f!. rces t f.'rq

~l'ty _~1o' in t...land. . r.t It ls still. tdthf.n· N~ co Mdty
t.h-Q.tthe wJ.s rl.ght now tar the de 10 nt of al.~t1 f.'..ccleta.l
~. I an t.ha~ .ppens, lbitlmld will be ,in tb4 1 and tl'le iw

or &1.1t'he r,l'1Jt or tho elvil1a\d worlA,)


