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Now here is a list of issues that some people here in Ohio have said might improve the performance of our 
public schools here in Ohio. Please indicate which one issue you think would do the most to improve the 

performance of our public schools here in Ohio. 

Q 13
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Focus on free meals (21%)

● Columbus media market

● Franklin County

● Hamilton County

● Working women

● Kids in parochial or private school

● Women under 45

● Democrat/strong

● Republican/weak

● Black

● Liberal

● Unchurched



May 11-19, 2024/ N = 700 “likely” voters in Ohio SW/ ±3.8% M.O.E. 

One piece of legislation under consideration is an expansion of state funding to provide school meals free for ALL 
children – meaning breakfast and lunch at school. Would you favor or oppose that legislation?

Q 14

Favor                                               Unsure                                             Oppose 
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Free Breakfast & Lunch I (Ballot)
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Free Breakfast & Lunch II (Ballot)
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Ohio Free Lunches Messages 1
(All voters)

Q 16-19
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Stigma & Shame/Impact
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Ohio Free Lunches Messages 2
(All Voters)

Q 20-24
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Already Provide Books & Transportation/Impact
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Ohio Free Lunches Messages 3
(All Voters)

Q 25-28
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Now that you have had a chance to think about it, one piece of legislation under consideration in the state 
legislature would expand state funding to make school meals, including breakfast and lunch, free for ALL 

children. Would you favor or oppose that legislation?
(All Voters)

Q 14 & 29

Favor                                              Unsure                                             Oppose 
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Would you, yourself, be more likely or less likely to vote for a member of the State Legislature if you know that 
he or she had voted to support free meals for public school children here in Ohio?

Q 32

More likely                          Unsure                          No difference                  Less likely
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As you may be aware, Ohio’s First Lady Fran DeWine, has partnered with Dolly Parton and her foundation to provide school 
aged children with free books. Called the Imagination Library, it is part of a legacy to support children and parents in 

every corner of Ohio. Do you approve or disapprove of this program?

Q 33

Approve                                               Unsure                                        Disapprove 
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Findings

∙ Two-thirds (67%) of Ohio voters support a free breakfast and lunch in public schools.  A breakfast only opinion receives slightly less 

support (64%), although it remains popular.  The language read, 

“One piece of legislation under consideration is an expansion of state funding to provide school meals free for ALL 

children – meaning breakfast and lunch at school.  Would you (ROTATE) < favor or oppose > that legislation?”

∙ Voters from the oversampled southern region are actually more supportive than the state as a whole (73%) of a universal lunch.

∙ After a series of both positive and negative messaging, the support for a universal breakfast and lunch program remains above 60%. That 

suggests that this program would be very popular with voters statewide, even after a period of public debate.

∙ By a wide margin (+29), voters would be more likely to support a candidate who voted for a universal breakfast and lunch program in 

Ohio.

∙ The “umbrella” message for this effort should focus on the ability of universal breakfast and lunch to raise academic performance across 

a range of factors.

∙ There are three messages that most positively impact voters, including (in order);

o Stigma and shame for children,

o We already provide so much, &

o Potential family savings.



Lisa Quigley
Director, Solving Hunger
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Ohio child hunger 17.7%

Tennessee child hunger 17.6%

South Carolina child hunger 19.1%


	Slide 1: November 18, 2024  Universal School Meals Help Students Thrive
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: A Survey of Voter Attitudes in  Ohio - School Meals
	Slide 8: Now here is a list of issues that some people here in Ohio have said might improve the performance of our public schools here in Ohio. Please indicate which one issue you think would do the most to improve the performance of our public schools he
	Slide 9: Focus on free meals (21%)
	Slide 10:  One piece of legislation under consideration is an expansion of state funding to provide school meals free for ALL children – meaning breakfast and lunch at school. Would you favor or oppose that legislation? 
	Slide 11: Free Breakfast & Lunch I (Ballot)
	Slide 12: Free Breakfast & Lunch II (Ballot)
	Slide 13: Ohio Free Lunches Messages 1 (All voters)
	Slide 14: Stigma & Shame/Impact
	Slide 15: Ohio Free Lunches Messages 2 (All Voters)
	Slide 16: Already Provide Books & Transportation/Impact
	Slide 17: Ohio Free Lunches Messages 3 (All Voters)
	Slide 18: Now that you have had a chance to think about it, one piece of legislation under consideration in the state legislature would expand state funding to make school meals, including breakfast and lunch, free for ALL children. Would you favor or opp
	Slide 19: Would you, yourself, be more likely or less likely to vote for a member of the State Legislature if you know that he or she had voted to support free meals for public school children here in Ohio?
	Slide 20: As you may be aware, Ohio’s First Lady Fran DeWine, has partnered with Dolly Parton and her foundation to provide school aged children with free books. Called the Imagination Library, it is part of a legacy to support children and parents in eve
	Slide 21: Findings
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

