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Ohio’s largest charitable response to hunger, representing
Ohio’s 12 Feeding America foodbanks 

and 3,600 member
agencies

The state of child & family food 
security in Ohio & how the 
state budget can still help

June 26, 2023  |  Ohio Legislative Children’s Caucus



After months of high inflation + 
increases to consumer prices + 

loss of $126 million per month in 
SNAP, we anonymously surveyed 

more than 2,000 foodbank 
clients from across Ohio.
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The rate of child food insecurity in Ohio 
was 14.8% in 2021, when advance, 
expanded child tax credits and SNAP 

Emergency Allotments were available. That 
was down compared to 17.4% in 2019.

Child poverty fell by 14% or more while 
those federal investments in family 

wellbeing were in place.  
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Ohio must pass a budget does that aligns with 
the reality that a growing number of Ohioans 

are facing.

It should invest surpluses in access to food and 
other basic needs to support and stabilize kids, 
parents and caregivers, workers, and more, not 

provide tax breaks for the wealthy and well-
connected, risking revenue needed to fund 
basic services or investments like a state-

funded Thriving Families Tax Credit.
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$15 million in additional funding to 
support the Ohio Food Program and 
Agricultural Clearance Program was 

included by the House in its budget and 
should be included in the final budget.
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Funding to offset the cost of reduced-price 
school meals for Ohio’s K-12 students was 

included by the House in its budget and 
should be included in the final budget.
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Several harmful changes and cuts to SNAP that 
would severely reduce, limit, and weaken 
eligibility for and access to federal food 

assistance were included in the Senate budget 
and must be removed from the final budget.
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SNAP Photo ID (functionally does not work, 
costs millions of dollars, deters participation) 

Six-month ban from program if ‘false’ 
information provided puts proof of ‘intent’ on 
consumer, harms kids in the household and we 
believe is illegal; currently this ends in an 
application denial, not a ban
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We urge Governor DeWine and 
the conference committee to 
fund Ohio’s statewide hunger 

relief network at $39.55 million 
per year, instead of flat-funding 

during sustained, record 
demand.
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We urge them to remove the 
SNAP provisions in this budget – 
they are harmful, misinformed, 

costly, burdensome, and 
unnecessary. Ohioans need and 
deserve access to every federal 
food assistance dollar available.
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We urge them to reinsert funding 
to offset the cost of reduced-

price meals for students in low-
income families.
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To make Ohio the best place to 
live, work, and raise a family, we 
should pass a Thriving Families 
Tax Credit, modeled after the 

advance, expanded federal Child 
Tax Credit that singlehandedly 
reduced childhood poverty and 

hunger by about 30%.
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77% of Ohio voters support a state-funded child tax credit

Instead of cutting taxes for the wealthy or a sales tax holiday, give 1 million Ohio 
families with children with incomes under $85,000 an average refund of $1,000 



In a $94 billion budget and 
with a strong revenue 

outlook, these are the kinds 
meaningful investments that 
can reduce child hunger and 
hardship, setting our kids up 

for a brighter future.
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Lead Poisoning Prevention & 
Ohio’s Operating Budget

By Tim Johnson
Senior Policy Advocate
Ohio Poverty Law Center



OLFKC Membership



9-Point Lead Action Plan Released February 
2020



The Problem

• There is NO safe level of lead in the bloodstream.
• Lead dust from lead paint in old housing (built before lead paint was outlawed 

in 1978) is the number 1 source of child lead poisoning.
• 2/3 of Ohio’s housing stock was built before 1980 and an estimated 427,875 

children 6 and under live in this housing.
• Every county in Ohio has young children in housing with potential lead 

hazards.
• The percentage of Ohio children testing positive for elevated blood lead levels 

is double the national average. Ohio has the second highest rate of children 
testing positive for elevated blood lead levels in the country. 



Effects of Lead

• Lifelong impacts include:
• Decreased bone and muscle growth
• Damage to nervous system and/or kidneys
• Speech and language problems
• Hearing loss

• Effects include:
• Developmental delay
• Cognitive problems
• Decreased IQ
• Attention Deficit Disorder

• Study by CWRU on “Downstream Effects” findings include:
• Children with EBLL 27% lower chance of being on track for kindergarten
• 25-30% more likely to enter the juvenile justice system & 34% more likely to be incarcerated as 

adults
•  By age 23, 40% more likely to require homeless services (and other public aid)



Progress: HB 45 & ARPA

• In December of 2022, the Ohio General Assembly passed HB 45 which contained $150 
million dollars for lead poisoning prevention 

• THANK YOU!!!
• This historic investment is being spearheaded by the Department of Development with 

help from ODH. 
• Funding breakdown includes:

• $20 million to Department of Health
• $100 million for Construction Activities
• $22.5 million for Workforce Development
• $4 million for contractor liaisons 
• $3.5 million for administration 

• https://development.ohio.gov/community/housing-and-homelessness/lead-safe-ohio-
program 

https://development.ohio.gov/community/housing-and-homelessness/lead-safe-ohio-program
https://development.ohio.gov/community/housing-and-homelessness/lead-safe-ohio-program


Ohio’s Budget: The Good

• Maintained Investments in Cleveland Lead Safe Home Fund

• Preserved the SCHIP Lead Abatement Program

• Continued the Lead Safe Home Fund

• Supported Early Intervention Funding 

• Funding added in Senate for Historic South Initiative in Toledo

However 



Ohio Budget: Funding Cuts

• Lead Abatement Line Item cut significantly from Governor DeWine’s Budget 
[440527]

• Less Funding to expand Lead Safe Home Fund
• Less Funding For Delegated Health Authorities

• Funding Cuts to H2Ohio Funding
• Less funding for lead services line replacement 

• Investments made in the budget represent Ohio’s ONGOING commitment to lead 
poisoning prevention



Ohio Budget: RRP (Again) Removed
• The Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule requires 

contractors performing work in homes built pre-1978 be 
certified to do so in a lead safe manner

• A significant primary prevention tool that keeps kids safe on 
the front end. 

• Currently enforced by USEPA and the process is muddled 
and haphazard

• EPA allows for states to do their own enforcement 



RRP Removed Again

• Governor DeWine proposed allowing ODH to take over enforcement. Ohio would 
be the 15th state to adopt RRP enforcement 

• State enforcement offers many benefits including
• Not having unreasonable fines and fees
• Focusing on compliance over punishment
• Streamlined process and dedicated resources

• RRP was removed in Senate version 
• Without RRP we not only reward bad actors and punish the well intentioned; we 

endanger children



There is No Cost Saving By Shortchanging Children

• Every child poisoned by lead in the state of Ohio represents 
a policy failure

• Picking priorities to fund is difficult

• Lead Poisoning Prevention represents a costs savings 
opportunity for Ohio; for every dollar spent there is $17-
dollar return

• What we don’t spend now, we will pay for down the line at a 
much higher cost. There is no cost savings by not investing



We Can Fix This 
(And I Don’t Mean Just The Budget)

• Lead Poisoning can seem like an overwhelming problem that cannot ever truly be 
fixed

• That is wrong!!!

• Lead Poisoning happens where there is lead paint 

• It will take time and consistent investment, but lead poisoning is a solvable 
problem. Commitment and sustained effort will lead us to a lead-free Ohio



Moderated by Adriana Gordon, 
Legislative Aide for Rep. Humphrey

For legislators and legislative staff, 
please feel free to unmute 
yourselves to ask questions or 
share feedback.

For all other participants, please 
use the chat or Q&A feature, and 
we will do our best to answer in 
the time allotted. 

Questions & Answers



Thank you for joining 
today’s webinar!

For more information on upcoming 
Ohio Legislative Children’s Caucus 
webinars and meetings, please 
contact:

Kelly Vyzral, 
kvyzral@childrensdefense.org 

mailto:apaxson@childrensdefense.org
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