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Thank you, Minority Leader 
Allison Russo!

We are grateful for your 
outstanding leadership on 
behalf of Ohio’s children 
and families as co-chair for 
Ohio’s Children’s Caucus 
since 2019. 



Welcome, Representative 
Monique Smith!

Opening comments from 
our caucus co-chairs,

Senator Stephanie Kunze 
& Representative Monique 
Smith
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Talking Points

• Why oral health is important: the relationship 
between oral health and overall health

• The oral health status of Ohio’s children

• Factors that contribute to oral health disparities in 
children



Lifespan Perspective

Why Is A 

Lifespan 

Perspective 

Important to 

Children’s Oral 

Health?

• Because we know that the community 

conditions and systemic barriers that delay and 

prevent oral health in childhood, persist into 

adulthood.  

• We also know that the bacteria that cause tooth 

decay in children is a chronic condition that 

typically lasts into adulthood – with new costs 

and consequences  

This is also why an 
adult dental 
benefit in 
Medicaid matters! 



Oral Health is health! 



Oral health is well-being! 



One way to 

prevent tooth 

decay in children is 

to improve the oral 

health of pregnant 

women and 

women of 

childbearing age

Pregnancy

According to the 2019 Ohio Pregnancy 

Assessment Survey fewer than 45% of 

pregnant women had their teeth cleaned 

during pregnancy or one year prior to 

pregnancy

These numbers fall even further for 

women of color, those younger than age 

30 and those earning less than $57,000 a 

year 



Where Ohio Is Doing 
Well 

The oral health 

status of Ohio 

children when 

compared to the 

nation’s 

performance on 

key oral health 

indicators



Cause for Concern

The oral health 

status of Ohio 

children when 

compared to the 

nation’s 

performance on 

key oral health 

indicators

Pre-School Age Children & 
Children with Special Healthcare Needs



Tooth decay in 
school-age children: 

Absenteeism

Academic readiness

Career  readiness

Mental health 

Risk factors for 
high school drop 

out

Caregiver misses 
work to care for 
child in dental 

pain

Employment 
barriers for adults 

with broken, 
missing, decayed 

teeth 

Increase risk for 
chronic disease in 

adulthood

Cavities in primary 
(baby) teeth left 

untreated can lead 
to pain, infection, 

and  problems with 
chewing, speaking 

& smiling

Many costs (financial & well-being) of poor oral health 
across the lifespan 

Over $45 billion 
is lost in productivity in 
the United States each 
year because of 
untreated oral disease.

Nearly 18% of all 
working-age adults, 
and 29% of those with 
lower incomes, report 
that the appearance of 
their mouth and teeth 
affects their ability to 
interview for a job.

Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention



Current payment 
approaches and 
traditional clinical 
practice favor volume 
over prevention

Oral health and health 
information are siloed 
from overall health 

We need to bring care to 
people rather than 
people come to the care

• Develop payment models that 
prioritize prevention and health 
outcomes over volume of 
services

• Include oral health in alternative 
payment models

• Increase dental integration with 
medical and behavioral health

• Integrate dental electronic 
health records with 
medical/behavioral electronic 
health records

• School-Based Health Centers 

• Integrated hygienists in medical 
and behavioral health settings

Factors that contribute to oral health disparities in children



Pandemic:  Ohio’s 

oral health safety 

net system is 

impacted by 

increased demand 

for care while 

experiencing 

workforce shortages

Schools not ready 
to resume mobile 
dental programs

Schools not ready 
to resume school 

dental sealant 
programs

Critical shortage of 
dental hygienists

Pandemic delays in 
care exacerbate oral 

health disparities



Contact Information:

Marla Morse
marla.morse@oralhealthohio.org

mailto:marla.morse@oralhealthohio.org




PEDIATRIC ORAL HEALTH IN OHIO

Ohio Has Gaps in Oral Health That 

Mirror Other States



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

• Ohio has strengths – good sealant record, good 

surveillance, meets or exceeds national 2020 goals 

in some areas

• Ohio has work to do in combating early childhood 

caries, both in prevention and treatment

• Ohio has not adequately addressed oral health 

equity for minority and rural populations

• Ohio falls  behind other states in dentist Medicaid 

participation, funding, and definition of health 

outcomes





Ohio’s Preschool 

Children Are At 

Greatest Risk



Mar 2020

Dec 2021







APPALACHIAN OHIO 

CHILDREN REMAIN 

AT RISK DUE TO TOO 

FEW PROVIDERS, 

POVERTY,  AND 

DENTAL FATALISM



WHAT CAN BE DONE ?

• Insure access to care for low-income patients

• Insure access to advanced care facilities for young 

children

• Incentivize medical-dental collaboration for infants 

and preschoolers

• Improve incentives for dentists to practice where 

need is greatest

• Encourage water fluoridation

• Reward safety net providers



David Maywhoor, Consultant
Ohio Public Health Association







Improving 
Medicaid 
reimbursement 
rates



Ohio dental fees have not 
changed in the past 20 years 
with the exception of a modest 
increase in 2016 (OHO 2021-
2022

Only 35.6% of dentists see at least 1 
patient covered by Medicaid, only 15.8% of 
dentists see a substantial* number of 
patients covered by Medicaid (ODH 2012)



Addressing dental 
shortages by 
incorporating dental 
therapists to the oral 
health team





Establishing 
recruitment 
strategies and 
benchmarks for 
improved 
representation 
of minorities in 
the dental 
workforce. 



Thank You

David Maywhoor
dmaywhoor@ohiopha.org

mailto:dmaywhoor@ohiopha.org


Moderated by our caucus co-chair, 
Rep. Monique Smith

For legislators and legislative staff, 
please feel free to unmute 
yourselves to ask questions or 
share feedback.

For all other participants, please 
use the chat or Q&A feature, and
we will do our best to answer in
the time allotted.

Questions & Answers



Thank you for joining 
today’s webinar!

For more information on upcoming 
Ohio Legislative Children’s Caucus 
webinars and meetings, please 
contact:

Alison Paxson, 
apaxson@childrensdefense.org

mailto:apaxson@childrensdefense.org

