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Advocates for Ohio’s Future (AOF) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan coalition 

of over 500 state and local health and human services policy, advocacy, 

and provider organizations that promotes health and human service 

budget and policy solutions so that all Ohioans live better lives. Our 

coalition believes in investing in our state’s most valuable resource—

our people—to ensure that they are safe, healthy, and can access 

pathways to prosperity for themselves and their families.

www.advocatesforohio.org

http://www.advocatesforohio.org/


Public Health Emergency (PHE) Unwind

Since January 2020, a number of COVID-related enhanced benefits, waivers and program 

flexibilities have held families together, helped keep them safe and supported their most 

basic needs, at a time when an unprecedented pandemic raged outside their homes and 

made going to work a health risk. 

When the federal Public Health Emergency expires (currently set for July 15, 2022 but 

expected to renew until October 14, 2022), these flexibilities and expansions will end 

causing a COVID Cliff, where families still fighting to gain stability will face the end of 

enhanced Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, the 

redetermination of the full Medicaid caseload for the first time in over two years, 

resumed federal student loan payments, and more.

How can we ensure state, local agencies, providers, and impacted Ohioans are prepared for the 

PHE unwind and mitigate the impact of the COVID Cliff?



Ohio COVID Recovery Coalition

AOF convened a new coalition, the Ohio COVID Recovery Coalition, to analyze and form 
recommendations for state agencies and counties to “unwind” emergency flexibilities and 
other policies across assistance programs granted by the federal government to enhance 
states’ ability to respond to the crisis expeditiously and protect and serve the general 
public. 

Objectives

• Identify all waivers/flexibilities in place across federal/state policies intended to 
provide additional assistance during public health emergency

• Confirm timeline of expirations-including any state actions needed

• What flexibilities could/should be made permanent (in some way, full or partial)

• Help state agencies connect people with assistance-inform recipients of future changes

• Develop recommendations for state agencies



Ohio COVID Recovery Coalition

• Healthcare 
• Leadership: Loren Anthes, CCS, Kelly Vyzral, CDF-Ohio

• Medicaid, Eligibility and Redeterminations, Data matching and using other data 
systems to maintain coverage, Telehealth, ACA Coverage Policies

• Nutrition
• Leadership: Joree Novotny, OAFB, Hope Lane, CCS

• SNAP, Emergency Allotments, P-EBT

• Family Stability & Supports
• Leadership: Tara Britton, CCS

• Housing, Utilities, Benefit Bridge, TANF, OWF, Unemployment

• Student Loan Repayments



Timeline

December 15, 2021: Final Child Tax Credit (CTC) payment to eligible families. In 2021, 1.2 

million Ohio families received an average of $442 per month.

• Most families w/ children received advance enhanced child tax credit payments July-

December ($250-$300 per month depending child’s age) reaching over 61 million children in 

December

• These payments kept over 3 million children out of poverty

• Families, by and large, used these payments for basic needs (food, clothing, shelter, 

utilities, education)

• January was the first month with no advance payment and the impacts were quickly felt 

• The monthly child poverty rate increased from 12.1% in December 2021 to 17% in 

January 2022, according to Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University



Timeline

June 30, 2022: SNAP interim reports resume

June 30, 2022: Absent congressional and administrative action, all national child nutrition 

waivers expire on June 30, 2022. Waivers expiring include: 

• Use of Seamless Summer Option (SSO) to offer school meals to all children at no charge, 

regardless of area or individual eligibility based on household income 

• Other waivers for out-of-school-time meals (whether afterschool, during summer vacation, 

or during pandemic-related closures), including non-congregate waivers to allow for grab-

and-go meals through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Child and Adult 

Care Food Program (CACFP) 

July 15, 2022: Expected renewal of federal PHE from Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) for an additional 90 day period.

August 15, 2022: Potential 60-day notice of non-renewal of federal PHE. If so, Ohio 

Department of Medicaid begins eligibility redetermination activities.



Timeline

August 31, 2022: Federal student loan payments, collections on defaulted loans, and interest 
accrual resumes. As of September 2021, 1.8 million Ohioans have $62.5 billion in federal student 
loan debt, with a national average monthly payment of $460. 

September 30, 2022: WIC fruits and vegetables temporary benefit increase expires

October 14, 2022: Potential end of federal PHE by HHS, or renewal through January 2023

• End of Medicaid enhanced federal match agreement (eFMAP), Medicaid redeterminations begin

• End of SNAP maximum allotments (30 days following) 

• End of expanded eligibility for SNAP for college students 

• Vaccine Emergency Use Authorizations would expire, impacting COVID treatments and vaccines 

• End of telehealth and telemedicine waivers for some Medicaid and Medicare services.

• *HB122 as enrolled permanently expanded both private and Medicaid coverage of a broad range of telehealth services



Additional Considerations of Family Supports

Housing & Rental Assistance

• Eviction moratorium ended in August 2021

• From the Census Household Pulse Survey (June 1-13):

• 326,300 Ohio households are behind on rent

• 426,411 Ohio households experienced monthly rent increases greater than $100 within 
the last 12 months

• Since 2020, Ohio has received around $1.4 billion in rental assistance either through the 
CARES Act (aka Home Relief Program) or the Emergency Rental Assistance programs (ERA1 
and ERA2). ERA1 dollars, which were passed by Congress in December 2020, were to help 
families impacted by COVID.   

• The State of Ohio and 18 local jurisdictions from around the states created their own 
programs to disperse these dollars. For the most part, the local jurisdictions were able to 
spend most if not all of their ERA1 dollars, however, the State of Ohio has fallen short of 
the benchmarks the U.S. Department of Treasury has laid out which means some of the 
State’s ERA1 dollars were be reallocated.  



Additional Considerations of Family Supports

Housing & Rental Assistance Continued

• ERA2 dollars were authorized by Congress through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  
Some of the 18 local jurisdictions are now using their ERA2 (or reallocated ERA1) dollars to 
help families avoid evictions.  Those funds sunset on September 30th, 2025. 

Federal Student Loan Payment Pause

• Congress and former President Trump passed and signed into law the CARES Act in March 
2020 to help across nearly every sector of society; this included relief from federal 
student loan payments. 

• This provision included not only a payment suspension, but a reduction of the interest rate 
to 0% and each month of non-required payments still counted as a month of payments 
toward existing federal loan forgiveness programs, including Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness.

• This payment pause has been extended several times, under both Administrations. The 
current pause is set to end on August 31, 2022



COVID Cliff

This significant and sudden loss of basic needs supports will be a major 

hit to household budgets and lead to confusing and stressful times for 

families and individuals. AOF and partner organizations will continue to 

work with agency officials, elected leaders and community organizations 

to take all steps necessary to mitigate the impacts of the COVID Cliff 

and ensure eligible families retain access to vital, stabilizing supports. 

For additional information: https://www.advocatesforohio.org/ohio-covid-recovery-

coalition

Contact: kbergfeld@communitysolutions.com

https://www.advocatesforohio.org/ohio-covid-recovery-coalition
mailto:kbergfeld@communitysolutions.com
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Our Mission

The Center for Community Solutions improves 
health, social and economic conditions 

through nonpartisan research, policy analysis, 
communications and advocacy.

Our Work
Three areas of expertise support every aspect 
of our work: Applied Research; Nonpartisan 

Public Policy and Advocacy; and 
Communications.

www.communitysolutions.com
@communitysols

mailto:lanthes@communitysolutions.com
http://www.communitysolutions.com/


2020 Timeline and Policy Response

January 31

HHS declares a Public Health Emergency due 
to COVID

March 9

First cases of COVID-19 were reported in 
Ohio

March 11

WHO declares a pandemic

March 20

Ohio’s first COVID related death

March 21

Gov. DeWine announces Ohio’s stay-at-home 
order 

FFCRA/ CARES Act

• Provides a temporary increase in the FMAP of 6.2 
percentage points during the PHE
• $300M into Ohio every quarter
• Prohibits States from disenrolling anyone from 
Medicaid during the PHE
• COVID-19 testing, treatment, and vaccinations 
covered by Medicaid and CHIP

Postpartum Coverage - ARP

1135 Waiver

HCBS/Provider Relief Funding



Caseload Impact
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Federal Assistance

• 328k more enrollees

• FFCRA/PHE 6.2% 
increase in FMAP = 
$106M difference in 
federal support to 
accommodate 
caseload per month 
in Ohio

February December

Other: STATE $2,885,588.53 $2,288,311.53

Expansion: STATE $49,347,468.00 $57,699,380.50

CFC: STATE $221,105,692.54 $195,312,378.59

ABD: STATE $378,767,702.20 $320,044,492.28
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PCG Contract: C-2223-07-0383

For each terminated beneficiary PCG flagged as likely ineligible, PCG will be 
credited for a percentage of the State’s share of cost savings multiplied by 
the amount of time each beneficiary remained ineligible – up to 9 months -
following their termination date, as of the date PCG is in receipt of the 
State’s eligibility file. PCG’s fee will be based on a percentage of the State’s 
share of ODM’s capitation payments, as follows:

22
Source: Controlling Board, Under Attachments

https://ecb.ohio.gov/Print/PrintCBRequest.aspx?t=nT5VWSYng9cxhHMniEnRllR7hsxeFW6g0mnjtFMpleU


Potential Impacts

23
Source: Commonwealth Fund

INDUCED RECESSION

If disenrollment is accelerated, 
Ohio Will lose 51.5k jobs including 

30.5k outside of healthcare, 
reducing Gross State Product by 

$5.2B

LEGAL RISK
Due process and discrimination 

potential is significant. 
Additionally, PERM may be 
impacted, risking billions in 

clawback from state and county 
governments

INCREASED GOVT EXPENSE

County governments have to 
make determinations and are 

facing staffing challenges, 
numerous eligibility systems and 

threat of penalties

DISENROLLEMENT

Up to 440k disenrolled.
Increased likelihood of 

hospitalization.

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2022/what-are-economic-and-employment-consequences-phasing-down-medicaid-enrollment-after
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Navigator Info

• Ohio Medicaid, OAF and several of our Navigator consortium 
partners developed a packet of Medicaid changes marketing 
materials, including:
• A flyer with basic information and links to important websites (and 

a fillable version of this flyer)

• Social media graphics and sample posts

• A web banner highlighting changes

• A webpage with information about the changes and links to 
important information: https://getcoveredohio.org/Medicaid/

26

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sDJ4cuuujzwsBex8ojRco5VantDxEdWU?usp=sharing
https://getcoveredohio.org/Medicaid/
https://getcoveredohio.org/Medicaid/


Joree Novotny
Director of External Affairs, 

Ohio Association of Foodbanks



Ohio’s largest charitable response to hunger, representing

Ohio’s 12 Feeding America foodbanks 
and 3,600 member

agencies

Family and Child Nutrition 
and the Public Health 

Emergency Unwind

Joree Novotny
Director of External Affairs, Ohio Association of Foodbanks

Co-chair, AOF COVID Recovery Coalition Nutrition Subcommittee

Presentation to Ohio Children’s Caucus

June 27, 2022



Topics to Cover

• Evolving landscape of 
available resources: Out-of-
school-time and school-
based meals, P-EBT, SNAP, 
WIC, foodbanks

• Pressure on household 
grocery budgets

• Actions policymakers and 
stakeholders can take

Jun-22 29



SNAP: Most Critical Child Nutrition Program

• SNAP participants, 
including families with 
children, will see a 
reduction in benefits when 
Public Health Emergency 
ends.

• Average benefit reduction: 
$80 per household 
member, per month.

Jun-22 30



Other Impacts on SNAP

• End of other administrative and 
procedural waivers and flexibilities

• Inadequate staffing levels at county 
agencies, lack of public access

• Same staff work Medicaid and SNAP 
caseloads – pressure on access points

• Good news: more rapid expansion of 
online purchasing options

Jun-22 31



SNAP and College Student Eligibility

Jun-22 32

• College students normally are the 
most restricted from participating 
in SNAP. Students enrolled full-
time cannot participate in SNAP 
unless they also work 80 
hours/month, care for young 
children, or are disabled.

• Current temporary rules:

• Eligible for work study, or

• $0 Expected Family Contribution, and

• Meet all other eligibility tests



Child Nutrition –
NSLP, CACFP, SFSP

• National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs: 130% FPL for free, 
185% FPL for reduced-price, or Community Eligibility (CEO) if 40%+ 
eligible at building/district

• Meals have been close to universally free during pandemic for all Ohio 
students, applications not collected

• Child and Adult Care Food Program: free meals at child & adult day 
care facilities with 25% or more in Title XX/XIX, one meal and/or 
snack for afterschool if 50%+ eligible for NSLP

• Summer Food Service Program: normally congregate-only meals, can 
only be ‘open’ in areas where 50%+ eligible for NSLP

Jun-22 33



Child Nutrition –
NSLP, CACFP, SFSP

• Most schools & providers have been 
utilizing flexibilities and waivers 
approved legislatively to operate their 
programs and provide meals to 
students and children.

• Some of these include:

• Seamless Summer Option (SSO) waiver 
(+higher reimbursement rates)

• Non-congregate feeding waiver

• Waivers on: meal times, parent/guardian 
pick-up, meal pattern flexibility

Jun-22 34



Child Nutrition –
NSLP, CACFP, SFSP

• Authority to extend these waivers must be 
granted to USDA legislatively – that did not 
happen in the most recent omnibus package

• Waivers are all set to expire June 30, 2022

• Summer meals (SFSP) providers already 
preparing for ‘normal’ summer – meaning 
congregate feeding, area eligibility

• School food service departments struggling 
with supply chains, staffing, solvency

Jun-22 35



Child Nutrition –SFSP Referrals

• Call 1-866-3-HUNGRY

• Visit education.ohio.gov (or search ‘Ohio SFSP’) to find clickable map

• Text ‘FOOD’ to 304-304 (service also available in Spanish by texting 
‘COMIDA’)

Jun-22 36



Healthy School Meals for All!

Contact Katherine Ungar, Policy 
Associate, Children’s Defense 
Fund-Ohio

Jun-22 37



Child Nutrition –
Pandemic EBT

• Created to provide families with 
funds to purchase food when 
children do not have access to 
traditional school meals.

• National School Lunch Program 
free/reduced price students, kids 
under 6 in SNAP households, school 
year vs. summer

• More at ohiopebt.org

Jun-22 38



Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

• WIC provides nutrition education, 
breastfeeding education and support; 
supplemental, highly nutritious foods 
such as cereal, eggs, milk, whole grain 
foods, fruits and vegetables, and iron-
fortified infant formula; and referral to 
prenatal and pediatric health care and 
other maternal and child health and 
human service programs. 

• Pregnant and breastfeeding people, 
infants, and kids up to age 5, 185% FPL

Jun-22 39



Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

• WIC waivers have included a physical 
presence waiver and a remote benefit 
issuance waiver; unfortunately, Ohio is one of 
just 9 states that still requires in-person office 
visits to reload WIC benefits (no 
online/automatic issuance)

• Latest omnibus package extended boost to 
WIC Fruits and Vegetables package through 
end of FFY

• Usually $9/month for kids and $11/month 
for women, now $24 for kids, $43 for women

Jun-22 40



WIC and Infant Formula Shortage

Jun-22 41

• Caregivers relying on WIC to help 
afford infant formula are normally 
restricted to purchasing only certain 
types of formula (brand, can size) and 
in certain amounts at set frequency

• Latest: Ohio now has some waivers; 
recipients still have to physically go to 
the WIC office to change & to load 
benefits

• Highlights overdue need for 
modernization



Help from Foodbanks

Jun-22 42

• 3,700 local partners (including 
close to 2,000 food pantries)

• Serve up to 200% FPL (self-
declaration)

• Also operate area/population-
specific programs, like CSFP 
(Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program) for 60+ at or below 
130% FPL, privately-funded school 
backpack programs, grocery 
delivery, mobile distributions, etc.



Less Food, High Need

Jun-22 43

• Supply chain issues, Russia 
invasion of Ukraine, input 
costs across supply chain, 
rising costs, end of PHE-related 
boosts all mean less food

• USDA commodities declining, 
suffering from shortages

• Need has remained higher 
than pre-pandemic and most 
foodbanks are seeing need 
increasing again



Jun-22 44



Just some factors impacting food security:

Jun-22 45

• The cost of groceries has increased in 
Ohio by 11.2% year-over-year.

• Housing costs are increasing 
dramatically; average rental prices in 
Ohio went up 14.6% in 2021 for a 2-
bedroom apartment.

• Average gas prices of $5/gallon.

• Home energy prices have outpaced even 
record rates of inflation.

• End of other support, especially 
expanded CTC.

Sources: Consumer Price Index; Rent.com; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics



Jun-22 46

The Ohio 
Association of 

Foodbanks 
network is 
requesting 

$50 million in 
immediate 
funding and 
$133 million 
in longer-term  
support from 
ARPA state 

fiscal recovery 
funds to 

maintain & 
build resilient 
basic needs 

infrastructure



Jun-22 47



Refer to Foodbanks

Jun-22 48

ohiofoodbanks.org

• Click “Find Your 
Foodbank” for a clickable 
county-level map to find 
regional foodbank & best 
way to make referrals

• Many use 2-1-1

• Some use FreshTrak
(freshtrak.com)

• Some have their own 
hotlines for referrals



Help with SNAP

Jun-22 49

ohiofoodbanks.org

• Click “Get Help” for more 
public benefit programs

• Individuals that need help 
applying for SNAP can 
contact SNAP outreach 
foodbanks

• Talk with counties about 
readiness to serve & seek 
out solutions



Questions? 

Jun-22 50

Joree Novotny

Director of External Affairs

jnovotny@ohiofoodbanks.org



Moderated by Hannah Ross, 
Legislative Aide for Rep. Smith

For legislators and legislative staff, 
please feel free to unmute 
yourselves to ask questions or 
share feedback.

For all other participants, please 
use the chat or Q&A feature, and 
we will do our best to answer in 
the time allotted. 

Questions & Answers



Thank you for joining 
today’s webinar!

For more information on upcoming 
Ohio Legislative Children’s Caucus 
webinars and meetings, please 
contact:

Alison Paxson, 
apaxson@childrensdefense.org

mailto:apaxson@childrensdefense.org

