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In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.  Please speak the responses 

gently.  As a courtesy, it is asked that masks are worn while moving about.  For those who are 

vaccinated, please sit on the pulpit side of the sanctuary or the front pews on the lectern side.  

The rear lectern-side pews are for those who prefer or need to mask & physically distance. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 
 

Please Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, 

redeems us, and calls us by name. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. 

We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 

We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 

in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 

Amen. 

Rejoice in this good news:  In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Jesus, the Light of the World                              ACS 914 
HOP for January- Leaders sing first phrases;  

Congregation sings “Jesus, the Light of the World”; All sing Refrain  

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 

nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever 

hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

Please Sit 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the 

public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds 

them that “the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 

told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 

Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 

women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 

seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 

morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra 

opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; 

and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 

God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they 

bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read 

from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 

people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 

who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do 

not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 
10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions 

of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do 

not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 19 (Responsively) 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker's handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands,  

 and their message to the ends of the world, 

 where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
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5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its 

course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens  

 and runs about to the end of it again; 

 nothing is hidden from its burning heat.   
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

 the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.   
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one's own offenses? 

 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over 

me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we 

are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is 

a mark of the church today. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 

of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would 

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole 

body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 

would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 

one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it 

is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 

need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, 
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the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members 

of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 

respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to 

the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members 

may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with 

it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of 

power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 

tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive 

for the greater gifts. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        Sung by Leader                            

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you;Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the 

words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues 

and was praised by everyone. 

 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 

on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
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  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year 9of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Sung by All                                 

Word that speaks God's tender love, one with God beyond all telling, 

Word that sends us from above God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
 

Please Sit 
 

SERMON                                                                                              Frank W. Anderson 
 

Please Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        All Creatures, Worship God Most High!               ELW 835 
              Congregation sings vs. 1,3,4; Leaders sing vs. 2 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 

church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 

faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all 

people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies 

that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in 

between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, 

nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, 

and bring an end to war. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people 

living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those living 

under oppression especially…. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 

congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters 

into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now 

been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

 

THANKSGIVING 
We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING    

We offer the convenience of secure online giving through Tithe.ly.  Please see the back  

page for more information about online giving.  Offering plates are currently located at  

each entrance/exit for your convenience.  If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.                      
 

SPECIAL MUSIC          Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                      Trio 

          Karen Shevenell, Frank Anderson, Jeff Dugger 
 

Please Stand 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new 

beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this 

heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ 

our light.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER DURING EPIPHANY                                                                Christine Sine 

Come and see  

The light of God has come into our world 
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To proclaim God’s justice and love 

It has overcome the darkness and brought new life 

Come and follow 

Christ our king has redeemed our world 

He draws us into a loving family 

From every tribe and family and culture 

Go and tell 

The Spirit has equipped us for service 

To love our neighbors as we do ourselves 

To bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth 

Come and see, come and follow, go and tell 

In God’s Son the nations of the earth will put their hope 

God we have come to see and we will follow and show others, 

In times of scarcity may we see your generosity, 

In places of oppression may we see your freedom, 

In a world at war may we see your peace. 

God we have come to see and we will follow and show others, 

In times of despair may we follow your hope, 

In places of hate may we follow your love, 

In a world of deception may we follow your truth. 

God we have come to see and we will follow and show others, 

In times of uncertainty may we show your faithfulness, 

In places of corruption may we show your righteousness, 

In a world of bondage may we show your salvation. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptati 

. on, but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BLESSING     

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls 

you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        God, When Human Bonds Are Broken                       ELW 603 
Congregation sings vs. 1,2,5; Leaders sing vs. 4 

 

DISMISSAL            

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 

 

         
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP          

Lector:       Linda May 

Ushers:        Gerry Goegeline, Dean Whitecotton, Bo Harris  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of my mother 

Angela B. Harris by Bo Harris. 
 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 
TODAY, January 23 Third Sunday of Epiphany 

  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

     10:30 a.m. Worship—also streaming 
 

Tuesday, Jan 25 12:00 p.m.   AA Meeting, (Back to Basics Group) FH 

    6:00 p.m. Council Work Session—Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, Jan 26 10:00 a.m.  Bible Study-studying II Kings 
         

Thursday, Jan 27 12:00 p.m.  AA Meeting, (Back to Basics Group) FH  
 

Next Sunday, Jan 30 Epiphany 4 

  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

     10:30 a.m. Worship—also streaming 
 

4:55 pm Monday and Friday Update Calls from Pastor Frank! 

 

 Safe Worship-We urge everyone to follow the CDC guidelines in terms of appropriate activities 
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and precautions based on transmission levels and your status as a vaccinated or unvaccinated 

individual or household.  We strongly encourage you to wear masks when inside church 

buildings due to rising transmission levels in the Midlands. Sanitizer & masks are available at 

the doors.  The rear lectern-side pews remain reserved for those who prefer to physically 

distance and wear masks.  We will leave offering plates at the doors. 
 

Holy Communion: Holy Communion continues to be offered on the first Sunday each month from 

your pew.  Quiet Communion following worship will be offered on remaining Sundays. We 

continue to use individual “pods” with wine, juice or gluten free (wine) options!   
 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW TO DO IN 2022?  Why not consider dedicating or 

rededicating some time to the activities of your church? There are so many ways to become 

involved that are not overly time consuming but help keep everything at Saint Michael running 

smoothly.  Ask Pastor Frank, a council member or contact the office for more information.  
 

 

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS 

FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO ARE HOMEBOUND* OR ILL 
   

Roy Adams 

John Martin Areheart 

Dot Black 

Joyce Bowers 

Don Buff 

Jamie Coleman 

Carolyn Cook 

Donny Day 

*Helen Derrick 

Barbara Devore 

*Virgie Dreher 

 

Jackie Dunning 

*Betty Flinsch 

June Fulmer 

Lisa Gillespie 

Gayle Goodrich 

Douglas Gourley 

David Hermanson 

Jeanette Jacobs 

Jim Johnston 

   Susie Kerstad 

   Steve & Amy Lambert 

      

  Jill Lee 

  Mickey Lindler 

  Caroline McCauley  

  Linda Miller 

Susan Norcutt 

Jane Potts 

*Billie Schnabel 

*Olene Sons 

Richard Starnes 

Ed Thomas 

Bruce William 

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING: 
Tyler Alexander, grandson of Sherri Spangler, USMC   

Samantha Davis, niece of Gene & Diana Riley, US Army 

Zachary Davis, grandson of Carolyn Cook, US Navy 

Grant Frick, grandson of Ted & Linda Frick, SC National Guard   

Victor Frick, grandson of Ted & Linda Frick, US Army 

Phil Lake, husband of Bridgett (Sloan) Lake, US Naval Reserve 

Collin Maloney, son of Mike & Karla Maloney, US Army OTS 

George McArthur, son of Judith Tolhurst, USMC in Japan 
Griffin Mcleod, son of Amanda McLeod, SC National Guard 

Brian Pipkin, son-in-law of Louie & Imogene Conder, SC Natl. Guard 

William Woodruff, son of Jeff & Libby Woodruff, US Army 
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

If you are a guest, welcome!  Please ask an 

usher for a blue Connections Card and drop it 

in the offering plate so that we can get to know 

you better.  As you leave today, be sure to 

introduce yourself to the pastor.  If you would 

like to learn about membership or have other 

questions, please call the church office.  We 

look forward to seeing you again soon! 
 

Tithe.ly online giving available in the app 

store or www.tithe.ly/give.  Set up a secure 

profile, search “St. Michael Lutheran” and 

click on our church.  One-time or recurring 

gifts can be scheduled, eliminating the need 

for carrying cash or check writing.  The 

process is quick, safe, and funds are deposited 

immediately.  Personal information is secure, 

and you can change your giving profile at any time.  Designations for memorial or special gifts 

are available.  An instant receipt is sent via email or text for your tax records, too. 
 

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings. 
 

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is 

located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via audio. 
 

Large Print bulletins and KID ACTIVITY PACKS available from an usher 
 

 

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers 

The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor 

Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator 

Karen Shevenell, Cantor 
 

WiFi:  StMichaels_Guest      PW:  Sunday!! 
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stmichael1814@gmail.com       803.781.0229       www.stmichael1814.com  

mailto:stmichael1814@gmail.com
http://www.stmichael1814.com/

