SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

October 18, 2026

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

Please Stand if you are able
GATHERING SONG You Servants of God ELW 825

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pastor Sings Verses, Congregation Sings Refrain ELW pg 184

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s
exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia
had a god of light and a god of darkness, the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

' Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped

to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him—
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and the gates shall not be closed:
*I will go before you
and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
‘I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name;
I give you a title, though you do not know me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
¢so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
"1 form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 96:1-9 Sung Responsively
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' Sing to the LORD ' a new song;
sing to the LORD, ! all the earth.
*Sing to the LORD, bless the name ! of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from ' day to day.
*Declare God’s glory a-  mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
“For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared ! than all gods.
> As for all the gods of the nations, they ! are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
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®Majesty and magnificence are ! in your presence;
power and splendor are in your ! sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families ! of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- ! or and power.
¢ Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the ' holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts ' of the LORD.
’ Worship the LORD in the beau- ! ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, ! all the earth.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to
new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes
them a model for other new Christian communities.

' Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

> We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the gospel came to you
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ° And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word
with joy from the Holy Spirit, ” so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only
in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that
we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of welcome we
had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God
'"and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—1Jesus, who
rescues us from the coming wrath.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please Stand if you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
e e i
? = T o p B— T | T
’%9—1‘—‘——”—3 =" o —
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 22" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if
God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '° So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. '’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '* But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? ' Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. *° Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?” *' They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” *> When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please Sit

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson
Please Stand if you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Response sung to ACS 1075 (below); words in bold italic
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
A brief silence.
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deep in - side we yearn for you.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit
of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
(See music above)
O God, we call, O God, we call,

from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn for you.
We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering especially....
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. Encourage
them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
(See music above)
O God, we call, O God, we call,

from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn for you.
We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O God.

Page 6 Pentecost 21 + October 18, 2026



Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God'’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

We offer the convenience of secure online giving on our website through Tithe.ly. Please see the
back page for more information about online giving. Offering plates are currently located at
each door for your convenience. If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC Your Will Be Done Choir
Please Stand
OFFERING SONG God Bless Us to Our Bread ACS 1056
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg 190
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE PRAYERYV, pg 65
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please Sit
LAMB OF GOD ELW pg 191
COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONGS In God Alone ACS 1031
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Mon a - me se re-po - seen paix  sur Dieu seul: de
In God a - lone my soul can find rest and peace, in
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soul can find its rest, ... find its rest and peace.
Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689

Please Stand if you are able

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen. The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit. Amen. The God of grace = bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3A5006042. New Revised Standard Version Updated Bible, Copyright © 2023, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of Ame d by permission. Al rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed
with permission under ONE LICENSE A-712877. Al rights reserved.

+++++++
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Ushers: The Goegelines

Lector: Paul Nevergoll

Sacristans: Kristi Kunar, Rita Anderson

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of Alec and Landon’s
birthday by Paul & Judith Nevergoll.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 4:55 pm M/F Update Calls from Pastor Frank!
TODAY, Sunday, Oct 18"  Pentecost 21

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup
10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion.
Tuesday, Oct 20™ 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
6:00 p.m. LMM Meeting—Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, Oct 21* 10:00 a.m. Bible Study, Exodus -- Fellowship Hall
Thursday, Oct 22 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Friday, Oct 23" 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Mid Morning Group) ChEd
Saturday, Oct 24 9-10 a.m. Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
Next Sunday, Oct 25" Reformation Day—Wear Red!

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

We Need Your Help
§ Hands That Help Signup in Narthex é

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY + NOVEMBER 157
PLEASE GIVE KRIS ANY LOVED ONES WHO HAVE PASSED
SINCE NOVEMBER 1, 2025 FOR INCLUSION
Slips available to place in offering plates
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS
FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “"REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL

#Ken & Dot Black *4lma Paulson Joy Gunter Harry O’Quinn

*Don & Gwen Buff #Diana Riley Susan Herndon Jane Potts

#Bill Colley *Tommae Sligh Vicky Huggins Marlene Stirewalt
#Barbara DeVore #Ed Thomas Jill Lee Bruce Whelchel
*Virgie Dreher #Dean Whitecotton Patrick Lindler #Sabrina Whitecotton
*Barbara Fowler #Marie Derrick Angie Matlosz

#Julie Goegeline Lucas Lisa Gillespie Deacon McManus

#Terry Matlosz Douglas Gourley Gary McManus

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:

Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson
Samantha Davis, USA-Europe; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece
Zachary Davis, USN-HOME!; Carolyn Cook’s grandson
Grant Frick, SCNG-deployed; Linda Frick’s grandson

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son

v
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SAINT MICHAEL
AFRICAN-AMERICAN

CEMETERY CELEBRATION

i ‘\.
Featuring Organist
Chuck Wilson

Windward Pt. Rd.

ALL ARE WELCOME + FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1st

2 pm Service at Cemetery
3 pm Concert in Sanctuary

Reception Follows
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please ask an
usher for a blue Connections Card and drop
it in the offering plate so that we can get to
know you better. As you leave today, be sure
to introduce yourself to the pastor. If you
would like to learn about membership or
have other questions, please call the church
office. We look forward to seeing you again
soon!

Tithe.ly online giving available in the app
store or www.stmichael1814.com/online-
giving. One-time or recurring gifts can be
scheduled, eliminating the need for carrying

cash or check writing. The process is quick,
secure, and funds are deposited immediately.

Designations for memorials or special gifts
are available. An instant receipt is sent via
email or text for your tax records, too.

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is
located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via Facebook Live.

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest  PW: Sunday!!

www.stmichaell814.com 803.781.0229 stmichaell 814@gmail.com



http://www.stmichael1814.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/f11ea217fa9a828f/Documents/BULLETINS/2026/9%20September/stmichael1814@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/sntmi/OneDrive/Documents/BULLETINS/2025/4%20April%20Easter/www.stmichael1814.com/online-giving
file:///C:/Users/sntmi/OneDrive/Documents/BULLETINS/2025/4%20April%20Easter/www.stmichael1814.com/online-giving
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