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In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold. 
Please speak the responses gently.  It is recommended that masks are worn during worship. 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                              
   
Please Stand 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ.  Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news:  by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and 
you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of 
God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and 
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG         Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending               ELW  435 
1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for our salvation slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 join to sing the glad refrain: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

2 Now redemption, long-expected, 
 comes in solemn splendor near; 
 all the saints this world rejected 
 thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 See the day of God appear! 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray… 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please Sit 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem 
and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people 
experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought 
deliverance in the past. 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,  
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence!  3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides 
you, who works for those who wait for him.  5You meet those who gladly do right, those 
who remember you in your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 
enthroned upon the cherubim.  2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,  
stir up your strength and come to help us.  3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon 
us, and we shall be saved. 
4O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?   
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
the one you have made so strong for yourself.   
18And so will we never turn a-way from you; give us life, that we may call upon your 
name.  19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 
saved. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already 
enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into 
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that 
our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, 
empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 
O house of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
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Please Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Pastor sings  
       O come, O Wisdom from on high,   Refrain 
 embracing all things far and nigh:      Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 in strength and beauty come and stay;    shall come to you, O Israel. 
      teach us your will and guide our way.  

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all 
suffering. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 

26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please Sit 
 
MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson   
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Please Stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          Wake, Awake for Night is Flying                         ELW 436 
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
 the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
 awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
 and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
 The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
 your lamps with gladness take!" Alleluia!  
 Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
 go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 and all her heart with joy is springing. 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
 Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
 the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
 her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
 Now come, O Blessed One, 
 Lord Jesus, God's own Son.  Sing hosanna! 
 Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
 and follow to the banquet hall. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for 
justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, 
thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of 
the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill 
them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, 
with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes 
facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in 
poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease 
their minds. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, 
anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses especially…. Ease their 
suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, 
peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only 
to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

 
Please Sit 
 

 

THANKSGIVING  
We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING    
We offer the convenience of secure online giving through Tithe.ly.  Please see the back page for 
more information about online giving.  Offering plates are currently located at each entrance/exit 
for your convenience.  If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.                      
 
ADVENT DIALOGUE  
In this Advent time of waiting and watching, the words of the angel Gabriel break into 
our world: 
“Greetings! The Lord is with you.   
Do not fear, for nothing will be impossible with God.” 
We respond with Mary to the angel’s message: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” 
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We join with Elizabeth to greet the mother of our Lord:  “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” 
We echo Mary’s song of praise: 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 
In this Advent time of waiting and watching, let us pray: 
Gracious God, you come to us in new and surprising ways.  You make the impossible 
possible.  Help us, like Mary, to answer your call, that the light of Christ may spread to 
all the world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

Please Stand 
 

BLESSING     
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 
love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                    Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                 ELW 244
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 

4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   

 
 

         
 
 



First Sunday of Advent  +  November 29, 2020 Page 9 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

LECTOR:     Rita Anderson 
USHERS: Dean Whitecotton, Gerry Goegeline, Larry Slice, Bo Harris 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS given to the Glory of God and in honor of Carl’s recent birthday by 
Mickey & Carl Lindler. 
 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION takes place immediately following worship, weather 
permitting.  For those who wish to commune, please take your preferred communion cup 
from the trays near the door as you exit.  Pastor Frank will direct as to gathering place 
and will let us know when to partake. 
 

         
 

PLEASE ASK AN USHER if you need assistance or have a question before worship.  
Extra bulletins, offering envelopes, etc. are available if needed.  They are not in the pews 
due to COVID. 
 
HOME COMMUNION available through Pastor Frank or the office.  Each cup is 
individually sealed and contains a wafer and juice or wine serving.  We can put together 
several servings in a sealed plastic bag and deliver curbside if you call in advance! 
 
HOLY COMMUNION takes place on the first Sunday of the month due to ongoing 
COVID precautions.  You may select an individual, pre-filled wine, juice, or gluten-free 
wafer set at the entrance, which you may keep with you until communion.  During Holy 
Communion, the pastor will direct the congregation to partake from the pews.  Please 
remember to deposit empty cups, seals, and bulletins in the blue recycle bins as you exit. 
 
GIVING TUESDAY/SEASONAL GIVING—Just a reminder that #GivingTuesday is 
December 1st.  Many folks take the opportunity to give online to their favorite charities 
and non-profits before the end of the year.  Due to COVID, the ladies are not organizing 
a holiday donation event.  For those that wish to provide a monetary gift through Saint 
Michael, we will be happy to collect for Lutheran Services Carolinas this year.  You may 
also consider gifting to a Saint Michael special fund such as: Pastor’s Fund, Music Fund, 
Cemetery Fund, or Sanctuary Centennial Celebration.  Please use the memo line on 
checks or the “other” box on Tithe.ly to advise of any special gifting notation. 
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ADVENT EVENING PRAYER 4 PM SUNDAYS!  "Tidings of Comfort and Joy" 
The holiday season stirs deep emotions. Children greet the 
advent of Christmas with joy and excitement, but adults may 
find great sadness in the very same event, especially in 2020. 
Thankfully, our God meets us wherever we are, both physically 
and emotionally. This Advent series gives voice to these 
complex situations and emotions as we greet the coming 
Messiah.  The news of Jesus's birth acknowledges reactions of 
fear, confusion, doubt, and curiosity, while the coming of Jesus 
promises comfort and joy for all of us. 

Advent Evening Prayer concludes in 30 minutes so that all may get home before 
sunset.  These services will also be streamed on Facebook for those staying close 
to home. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 
TODAY, November 29  First Sunday of Advent, Beginning of Lectionary Year B 
        9:15 a.m.  Sunday School—FH 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship; Also Streaming Online 
        2:30 p.m.  AA Meeting—FH 
        4:00 p.m.  Advent Evening Prayer; Also Streaming Online 
 

Tuesday, December 1  12:00 noon    AA Meeting—FH 
    
Wednesday, December 2   10:00 am Bible Study 
      
Thursday, December 3  12:00 noon  AA Meeting—FH 
   
Next Sunday, December 6 Second Sunday of Advent 
        9:15 a.m.  Sunday School—FH 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion—Also Streaming Online 
      11:15 a.m.  Council Meets--FH 
        2:30 p.m.  AA Meeting—FH 
        4:00 p.m.  Advent Evening Prayer; Also Streaming Online 

 
 

Every Monday and Friday, expect a call from Pastor Frank at 4:55 p.m. 
#KeepingUsConnected 
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POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia for our Christmas Eve 
worship, please contact the office via email or phone to arrange the 
dedication and payment.  Each plant will be $12.50.  Due to COVID, 
we are not using forms this year.  Payment can be made via check or 
Tithe.ly (special box for poinsettias plus “other” for message).  

 
 
 
LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS 
FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO ARE HOMEBOUND* OR ILL   

Bill Adams 
Roy Adams 
Dot Black 
Gwen Buff 
*Helen Derrick 
*Virgie Dreher 
Marcie Frick 
June Fulmer 
Steve Gann 
Gloria Helgeson 

John Kreykenbohm 
Jill Lee 
Mickey Lindler 
Aaron Martin 
Caroline McCauley 
Scott McCauley 
Gayle Michelsen 
Sandra Michelsen 
Linda Miller 
Susan Norcutt 

*Billie Schnabel 
Larry Slice 
*Olene Sons 
Richard Starnes 
Ed Thomas 
Dean Whitecotton 
Bruce William 
David Wilson 
Crystal Wood 
 

 

 
FOR A SPECIAL MEASURE OF YOUR GRACE 
The friends & family of Terry Stokes, Carol Scuderi’s cousin 
MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING: 
          

   Tyler Alexander, grandson of Sherri Spangler, USMC   
   Samantha Davis, niece of Gene & Diana Riley, US Army 
   Grant Frick, grandson of Ted & Linda Frick, SC National Guard   
   Victor Frick, grandson of Ted & Linda Frick, US Army 
   Phil Lake, husband of Bridgett (Sloan) Lake, US Naval Reserve 
   George McArthur, son of Judith Tolhurst, USMC In Japan 
   Griffin Mcleod, son of Amanda Mcleod, SC National Guard 
   Brian Pipkin, son-in-law of Louie & Imogene Conder, SC Natl. Guard 
   William Woodruff, son of Jeff And Libby Woodruff, US Army 
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

If you are a guest, welcome!  Please ask an usher 
for a blue Connections Card and drop in the 
offering plate so that we can get to know you 
better.  As you leave today, be sure to introduce 
yourself to the pastor.  If you would like to learn 
about membership or have other questions, 
please call the church office.  We look forward to 
seeing you again soon! 
 

Tithe.ly online giving available in the app store 
or www.tithe.ly/give.  Set up a secure profile, 
search “St. Michael Lutheran” and click on our 
church.  One-time or recurring gifts can be 
scheduled, eliminating the need for carrying cash 
or check writing.  The process is quick, safe, and 

funds are deposited immediately.  Personal information is secure, and you can change your 
giving profile at any time.  Designations for memorial or special gifts are available.  An 
instant receipt is sent via email or text for your tax records, too.   
 

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings. 
 

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery 
is located in the Administrative Building with the service available via audio. 
 
 

Large Print bulletins available from an usher 
 

 

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers 
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor 

Malechi Doren, Cantor  
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator 

 
 
 

StMichael1814@gmail.com      www.stmichael1814.com     803-781-0229 (office)  
WiFi:  StMichaels_Guest      PW:  Sunday!!  

mailto:StMichael1814@gmail.com
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