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In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.  

Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music. 
 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE     
                                 

All Creation Sings Setting 12  

 

Please Stand if you are able 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                              
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water 

Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and 

hope in the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to 

come forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                 Restore in Us, O God                                     ELW 328 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE   

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live 

again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision 

they will know that “I am the LORD.” 
1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, 
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“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with 

skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there 

was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 

and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our 

actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus 

from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 

Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand if you are able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           

 
 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 11th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 

friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please Sit 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                            Frank W. Anderson 
 

Please Stand if you are able 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Tree of Life, and Awesome Mystery           ELW 334, vs 1-3 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 

and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into 

us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those 

who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where 

biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all 

who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so 

many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick especially…. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. 

Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in 

your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

 

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL 
We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING  
We offer secure online giving through Tithe.ly. Please see the back page for more. Offering plates located 

at each entrance/exit. If you need an envelope or assistance, please ask an usher.                                                                                                               

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                        Kyrie Eleison (Haitian)                                          Solo 
Please Stand if you are able 
 

OFFERING HYMN          When I Survey the Wondrous Cross              ELW 803, vs. 4                       
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these 

gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear 

witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                          

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 



 
Lent 5 + March 22, 2026                                                                                                                                7 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

O God, Creator of our wilderness world, O God, Savior of the lost, O God, Comforter of 

the sick and suffering, we give you thanks for your everlasting might; we glorify you for 

your covenant of mercy. 
 

For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the flood. 

For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 

For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 
 

You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 

For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We extol his life. Amen: Amen. 

We lament his death. Amen: Amen. 

We celebrate his resurrection. Amen: Amen. 
 

Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. Make this food into manna for our journey, 

the body and blood of your Son. Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 

Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 

At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter garden. 
 

To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

Please Sit  
LAMB OF GOD     

 
 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness. 

For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center 

aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are 

available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.  
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS            I Am the Bread of Life                                   ELW 485 

                                               Precious Lord, Take My Hand                              ELW 773 
 
 

Please Stand if you are able  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your 

love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BLESSING     

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you 

now and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                          You Are the Way                                         ELW 758 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

 

+ + + + + + 
 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:      Paul Nevergoll, Steve Evans 

Lector:  Linda Frick 

Sacristans: Carolyn Cook, Pam Metz 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL      Mon & Fri Update Calls from PFA at 4:55 pm 

TODAY, March 22nd Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School         10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday, March 24th         12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH   
     

Wednesday, March 25th     10:00 a.m.  Bible Study—Red Letter Jesus—Fellowship Hall 

 11:35 a.m.   Soup             12:00 p.m.  Last Midweek Worship 

Host-St. John’s Irmo  6:00 p.m.   Dinner         7:00 p.m.  DF Cluster Worship-St. John’s 
9 

Thursday, March 26th    12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH 
 

Friday, March 27th   10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Morning Group) ChEd 
 

Saturday, March 28th            9-10 a.m.  Choir Rehearsal--Choir Room 
 

Next Sun, March 29th  Sunday of the Passion—Meet on the Plaza, if able   

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 10:00 a.m.  Choir Warmup      10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 

 

LAST WEDNESDAY SOUP, MIDDAY WORSHIP & DFC DINNER & WORSHIP THIS WEEK!! 
 

Holy Week begins next Sunday!! 
Egg Hunt Help Needed on Wednesday, April 1st after Bible Study  
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We are in need of 

volunteers and 

donations for our Egg 

Hunt. We will begin 

filling our goody bags 

on April 1st. Any 

donations of cash, 

candy, snacks, and 

juice pouches are 

welcomed. Help us 

spread the word, too! 

 

Individually wrapped 

food items are best. 

Any homemade 

goodies should steer 

clear of nuts and 

peanut butter please.                                    Thank you so much! 

If you plan to bring a breakfast casserole, sweet rolls, donuts, fruit or biscuits for our 
Easter Breakfast, please let Rita, Kris, or Sabrina know by April 2nd. Thanks. 
 

 

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS: FRIENDS--#HOME, ^REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING 
Ken & #Dot Black 

*Don & Gwen Buff 

*Rose Colley 

#Barbara DeVore 

#Virgie Dreher 

*Barbara Fowler  

#Terry Matlosz 

*Alma Paulson 
Grady & #Melinda Sharpe 

*Tommae Sligh          

Kate Brighton 

Charlie (8yo, leukemia) 

Donny Day 

Lisa Gillespie 

Douglas Gourley 

Joy Gunter 

Bo Harris 

David Heinrich 

Vicky Huggins 

Jill Lee 

Patrick Lindler 

Angie Matlosz 

Gary McManus 

Harry O’Quinn 

Jane Potts 

Marlene Stirewalt 

Ed Thomas 

Bruce Whelchel 

Dean Whitecotton

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING: 

Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson    

Samantha Davis, USA; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece 

Zachary Davis, USN-deployed; Carolyn Cook’s grandson     

Grant Frick, SCNG; Linda Frick’s grandson  

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son 

Hunter Purvis USA-deployed; Jerry & Cheryl Baxter’s son-in-law             



stmichaael1814@gmail.com  803.781.0229 www.stmichael1814.com  

Saint Michael Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

If you are a guest, welcome!  Ushers have Connections 

Card to drop in the offering plate so that we can get to 

know you better.  As you leave, be sure to introduce 

yourself to the pastor.  If you would like to learn about 

membership or have any questions, please call the 

church office.  We look forward to seeing you again 

soon! 

Tithe.ly online giving via the ONLINE GIVING tab at 

www.stmichael1814.com and available in the app store, 

www.tithe.ly/give. One-time or recurring gifts can be 

scheduled. The process is quick, safe, and funds are 

deposited immediately.  

Restrooms located in Administrative and Christian 

Education Buildings. 

Children are always welcome in our worship service, 

but a nursery is located in the Administrative Building, 

if needed. We stream via Facebook Live.   

LARGE PRINT bulletins and Children’s books & 

activities available from an usher. 

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers 
 

The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor 

Karen Shevenell, Cantor 

Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator 

 
WiFi: 

StMichaels_Guest      

 PW: Sundays!! 

mailto:stmichaael1814@gmail.com
http://www.stmichael1814.com/
http://www.stmichael1814.com/
http://www.tithe.ly/give

