SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 25, 2025

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Please Stand
GATHERING HYMN Come, We That Love the Lord ELW 625

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we
may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the
business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and
baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

* During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” * When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.

* We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, ** and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. ** On
the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a

Easter 6 + May 25, 2025 Page 2



place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. ** A
certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the
city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly
to what was said by Paul. *® When she and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.”
And she prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 67 (Sung Responsively)
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'May God be merciful to ! us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face ! shine upon us.
’Let your way be known ! upon earth,
your saving health a- ' mong all nations.
* Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
* Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- ! tions on earth.
> Let the peoples ! praise you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
“The earth has brought ' forth its increase;
God, our own ! God, has blessed us.
’"May God ! give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in
this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and
moon.

© And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

] saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. ** And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. > Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be
no night there. * People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. * But

Page 3 Easter 6 + May 25, 2025



nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

* Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb * through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. ° Nothing
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
it, and his servants will worship him; “ they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. ° And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Sung twice, in canon
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!
GOSPEL: John 14:23-29
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 14" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach
Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home
will experience a peace that overcomes fear.
* Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot)], “Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.
* Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not
mine but is from the Father who sent me.

> “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. *° But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and
remind you of all that | have said to you. ?” Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. ** You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to
you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than 1. * And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does
occur you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please Sit

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson
Please Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY O Spirit of Life ELW 405

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation
between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors, that
we learn and grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and
encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in
balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect
refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. Make
all nations safe for both migrants and residents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or
addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers.
Come alongside all who are ill or struggling especially.... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service. Soothe
loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and their families.
Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ. Gather us, with them,
into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Please Sit

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
We offer secure online giving through Tithe.ly. Please see the back page for more. Offering
plates located at each entrance/exit. If you need an envelope or assistance, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC The Peace of the Lord Choir

Please Stand

OFFERING HYMN* Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these
gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this

meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

This is the day that in joy and delight we join with all the angels of heaven and all the
creatures on earth to sing our praise and thanksgiving to you, all holy and mighty and
glorious God. For Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

This is the day that you gave light to the earth. This is the day that you saved the
Israelites through the sea and with your pillar of fire led them to freedom. Now every
night is as bright as day, and that light is Christ: Thanks be to God.

This is the day that you broke the chains of death. This is the day that, marrying heaven
to earth, you washed away sin, rescued us from evil, and brought us your peace. The
Lamb who was slain has begun to reign, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

On this day send us the power of your Holy Spirit. Revive us with the body and blood of
our risen Savior. Illumine our lives with your presence, and shine your Morning Star over
the whole human race, for that light is Christ: Thanks be to God.

All holy and mighty and glorious God, radiant Father, victorious Son, and shining Spirit,
we bless your salvation, we sing of your mercy, and we praise your victory through all
time and space, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

Amen and amen. Amen and amen.

Saint Michael Lutheran Church 1852 Lord’s Prayer™ H.S. Hoy
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
Please Sit
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COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.

For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center

aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are

available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

(.

COMMUNION HYMNS Come, Ye Disconsolate ELW 607
Jerusalem, My Happy Home ELW 628

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and

weary world. Amen.
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ++ Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW 866

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Goin peace. In Chrlst you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! Thanks be to God

Copyright © zmmgl ortress cense ks,\sooma New tian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States y, Copyright © 1992 Consultat

+tH+++++
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Ushers: Bill Smoak, Mike Burgess
Sacristans: Kristi Kunar & Karla Maloney
Lector: Kate Brighton

* indicates a musical selection to be sung throughout the Easter Season
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ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Harriet Anderson’s May birthday by her son Frank Anderson.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL  Mon & Fri Update Calls from PFA at 4:55 pm
TODAY, May 25" Easter 6

, W
;:!.‘- v; 9:15a.m. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
W ﬁA NN 10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup—Choir Room
§ T Ams 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
§’ j Monday, May 26" —Office Closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 27th 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Wednesday, May 28% 10:00 a.m. Bible Study—Proverbs, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, May 29™ 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Friday, May 30" 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Morning Group) ChEd
Saturday, May 31* 9-10 a.m. Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
Next Sun, June 1% Easter 7
9:15a.m. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup—Choir Room
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

Military Appreciation Project! We have 120 troops currently deployed from the 2-17 Air
Calvary Squadron out of Ft. Campbell. Many soldiers do not receive a lot of mail or care
packages. We can help! LMM will pay the shipping costs for our “care packages”. See the poster
in the narthex for suggestions. We will collect through July 4. Thanks in advance.

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS: onEnt u

FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “"REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL b 5 'GQ%'S”S £ chrtrty
Ken & #Dot Black Grady & #Melinda Sharpe  Bo Harris $.O sy
*Bob Bowers #Miriam Shealy David Heinrich £ . ¥
*Don & Gwen Buff *Larry Slice Jill Lee worczeshope .- g e
*Rose Colley *Tommae Sligh Mickey Lindler o

*Helen Derrick Angie Matlosz Jane Potts

#Barbara DeVore Kristin Belusko Terry Matlosz Reggie Price
#Virgie Dreher Donny Day Gary McManus Lara Small
*Barbara Fowler Lisa Gillespie Judy Olson Marlene Stirewalt
*Alma Paulson Douglas Gourley Harry O’Quinn Bruce Whelchel
#Diana Riley Joy Gunter Brooke Pittman

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:

Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri S’s g’son Collin Maloney, USAOTS; Mike & Karla’s son
Samantha Davis, USA; Gene & Diana’s niece Griffin McLeod, SCNG; Mandy’s son

Zachary Davis, USN; Carolyn’s grandson Hunter Purvis USA-deployed; Baxter’s SIL

Grant Frick, SCNG: Linda F’s grandson
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHER AN CHUR CH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please ask an usher for a blue Connections Card and drop it in
the offering plate so that we can get to know you better. As you leave today, be sure to
introduce yourself to the pastor. If you would like to learn about membership or have other
questions, please call the church office. We look forward to seeing you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving direct via the ONLINE GIVING tab at www.stmichael1814.com and
available in the app store, www.tithe.ly/give. One-time or recurring gifts can be scheduled.
The process is quick, safe, and funds are deposited immediately.

Restrooms located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery
is located in the Administrative Building. We stream via Facebook Live.

LARGE PRINT bulletins and Children’'s books & activities available from an usher.
The People of Saint Michael, Ministers

The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest PW: Sunday!!”

stmichaell814@gmail.com 803.781.0229 www.stmichael1814.com
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