SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Please Stand
GATHERING HYMN Praise the Lord! O Heavens ELW 823

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire
us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading
recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to
Damascus.

' Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest ? and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
*Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. “ He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?” ° He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ° But get up and enter the city, and you will be told
what you are to do.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 30 (Read Responsively)
1 will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up and have not let my enemies
triumph over me.

20O LORD my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; you restored my life as | was going down
to the grave.

4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; give thanks in holy remembrance.
God's wrath is short; God's favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping spends the night, but joy
comes in the morning.

SWhile I felt secure, I said, "1 shall never be disturbed.
"You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” Then you hid your
face, and | was filled with fear.

8] cried to you, O LORD:; I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; O LORD, be my helper."
1Y ou have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my sackcloth and clothed
me with joy.

2Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;

O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its
center is “the Lamb who was slain.”

“*Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, ** singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth

and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea
and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
“ And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please Stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Sung twice, in canon
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GOSPEL: John 21:1-19
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 21% chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the
fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.

t After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himself in this way. * Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. ® Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
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fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.

*Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered
him, “No.” ¢ He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. ” That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and
jumped into the sea. ¢ But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

°When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ** So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them,
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. ** Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because
they knew it was the Lord. ** Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did
the same with the fish. ** This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.

> When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” *° A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Tend my sheep.” '’ He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed my sheep. * Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your
own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do
not wish to go.” * (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify
God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please Sit
MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson

Please Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ in Every Age ELW 729
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Your love sustains the church and its ministries. By that love, equip youth directors,
Sunday school teachers, and all who guide formation in the church to nurture vibrant,
living faith among your people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your abundance is made known throughout creation. Preserve oceans and rivers, lakes
and estuaries so that all creatures living in them might flourish. Make us wise stewards of
our local watersheds. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace. Strengthen the work of
grassroots organizers, especially among communities on the frontlines of justice work.
Amplify the voices of those most in need, that their leadership guides the way forward.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your compassion surrounds all who are in need. We pray for all people experiencing
poverty and food insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and economic uncertainty.
Reassure all who experience hopelessness or need your tender care especially.... Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical hospitality
where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better welcome visitors and bless the
ministries of hospitality in this place. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and palces. May their lives of
faith guide us in our own journeys with you, today and every day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Please Sit

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
We offer secure online giving through Tithe.ly. Please see the back page for more. Offering
plates located at each entrance/exit. If you need an envelope or assistance, please ask an usher.
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SPECIAL MUSIC Come Away to the Skies Solo
Please Stand

OFFERING HYMN* Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these

gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this
meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.

Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Bless-ed is  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

This is the day that in joy and delight we join with all the angels of heaven and all the
creatures on earth to sing our praise and thanksgiving to you, all holy and mighty and
glorious God. For Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

This is the day that you gave light to the earth. This is the day that you saved the
Israelites through the sea and with your pillar of fire led them to freedom. Now every
night is as bright as day, and that light is Christ: Thanks be to God.

This is the day that you broke the chains of death. This is the day that, marrying heaven
to earth, you washed away sin, rescued us from evil, and brought us your peace. The
Lamb who was slain has begun to reign, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

On this day send us the power of your Holy Spirit. Revive us with the body and blood of
our risen Savior. Illumine our lives with your presence, and shine your Morning Star over
the whole human race, for that light is Christ: Thanks be to God.

All holy and mighty and glorious God, radiant Father, victorious Son, and shining Spirit,
we bless your salvation, we sing of your mercy, and we praise your victory through all
time and space, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.

Amen and amen. Amen and amen.
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church 1852 Lord’s Prayer H.S. Hoy
This version of the 1852 Lord’s Prayer will be sung by the congregation for the Easter season. Copies of
the original print are available in the narthex.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
Please Sit
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COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMNS I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
Lift High the Cross ELW 660

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and
weary world. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN You Servants of God ELW 825

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Chrlst you are made new. Allel_maI AIIeIU|aI Thanks be to God

of the National Council of
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP B

Ushers: Bill Smoak, Mike Burgess ‘ d

Sacristans: Sabrina Whitecotton, Deborah Heinrich MOTHERS

Lector: Karla Maloney ‘ DAY gon’;;?org;it!
| . Mav 11"}

* indicates a musical selection to be sung throughout the Easter Season e e

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL  Mon & Fri Update Calls from PFA at 4:55 pm
TODAY, May 4% Easter 3

9:15 a.m. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup—Choir Room
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
Tuesday, May 6™ 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
5-7 p.m. Beer & Hymns
Wednesday, May 7% 10:00 a.m. Bible Study—Hebrews, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, May 8% 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Friday, May 9" 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Morning Group) ChEd
Saturday, May 10" 9-10 am. Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
Next Sun, May 11% Easter 4—Happy Mother’s Day
9:15a.m. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Choir Warmup—Choir Room
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

SHRED DAY + MAY 14™ + 11A-1P Please limit drive up items to 3 boxes/bags. If you have more, please
bring to the office before the event. We will also honor Military Appreciation Month with a “drive thru
donation” for the Wounded Warrior Project.

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS:
FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “"REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL

Ken & #Dot Black Grady & #Melinda Sharpe  David Heinrich Jane Potts

*Bob Bowers #Miriam Shealy Alice King Reggie Price
*Don & Gwen Buff *Tommae Sligh Jill Lee Larry Slice
*Rose Colley Mickey Lindler Lara Small
*Helen Derrick Kristin Belusko Angie Matlosz Richard Starnes
#Barbara DeVore Donny Day Terry Matlosz Marlene Stirewalt
#Virgie Dreher Lisa Gillespie Gary McManus Bruce Whelchel
*Barbara Fowler Douglas Gourley Harry Metz

*Alma Paulson Joy Gunter Harry O’Quinn

#Diana Riley Bo Harris Brooke Pittman

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:

Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri S’s g’son Collin Maloney, USAOTS; Mike & Karla’s son
Samantha Davis, USA; Gene & Diana’s niece Griffin McLeod, SCNG; Mandy’s son
Zachary Davis, USN; Carolyn’s grandson Hunter Purvis USA-deployed; Baxter’s SIL

Grant Frick, SCNG: Linda F’s grandson
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHER AN CHUR CH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please ask an usher for a blue Connections Card and drop it in
the offering plate so that we can get to know you better. As you leave today, be sure to
introduce yourself to the pastor. If you would like to learn about membership or have other
questions, please call the church office. We look forward to seeing you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving direct via the ONLINE GIVING tab at www.stmichael1814.com and
available in the app store, www.tithe.ly/give. One-time or recurring gifts can be scheduled.
The process is quick,
safe, and funds are
deposited immediately.

Restrooms located in
both the Administrative
and Christian Education
Buildings.

Children are always
welcome in our worship
service, but for those
who desire it, a nursery
is located in the
Administrative Building.
We stream via Facebook
Live.

LARGE PRINT bulletins and Children's books & activities available from an usher.

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest ~PW: Sunday!!

stmichaell814@gmail.com 803.781.0229 www.stmichael1814.com
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