SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Seventh Sundy After Pentecost

July 12, 2026

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

Please Stand if you are able

GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty*

GREETING

ELW 533

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me ACS 1087
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy
Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.
'“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
' s0 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

> For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:9-13 Read Responsively

’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God
is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
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""You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
> May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
'“May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. ° For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *so that
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit is life and peace. " For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

’ But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. '' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please Stand if you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Leader sings once, all sing once ELW 518
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 13™ chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew'’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good
news produces different results in those who hear.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. > Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. * And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out
to sow. “ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ° But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'““Hear, then, the parable of the sower. " When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. ** As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, *' yet such a person has
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of
the word, that person immediately falls away. ** As for what was sown among thorns, this
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. ** But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please Sit

MESSAGE Greg Moore
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Please Stand if you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW 680

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the
world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all
who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for local concerns, and for the
chronically i1l who have exhausted their resources, we pray especially for.... God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May
those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment
among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

Please Sit
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THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God'’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

We offer the convenience of secure online giving on our website through Tithe.ly. Please see the
back page for more information about online giving. Offering plates are currently located at
each door for your convenience. If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC Piano Offertory
Please Stand

OFFERING SONG Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW 691
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY p. 207

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please Sit
COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

LAMB OF GOD p- 208

Please Stand if you are able

COMMUNION SONGS Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
Blest Be the Tie That Binds* ELW 656

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Page 8 Pentecost 7 + July 12, 2026



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Sent Forth By God’s Blessing ELW 547
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS006042. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Al rights reserved.Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

*Denotes Choir Boys Favorite Song

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Ushers: The Smoaks
Lector: Isaac Shevenell

Sacristans: Kristi Kunar, Rita Anderson

ALTAR FLOWERS given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of Karen
Meier by Bob, Rita & Jennifer Anderson.

WE WELCOME GREG MOORE as our guest pastor today. Born, raised, and
educated in Hamilton Ontario. Ordained in the Eastern Canada Synod, LCA. Wife Joy is
from Ware Shoals SC. They live in Lexington and have 4 children and 3 grandchildren.
Greg retired from the ELCA and SC Dept. of Juvenile Justice in Nov. 2017. He is the
Facilitator of the SC Synod and Partners, Indigenous Peoples Accompaniment Network,
and started in 2019.
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SAVVY SENIORS! Join us Wednesday, July 15". Get those passports out! We’re
traveling to the Old West and to China! All welcome to join us.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 4:55 pm M/F Update Calls from Pastor Frank!
TODAY, Sunday, July 12% Pentecost 7—Guest Preacher Greg Moore

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion.
Tuesday, July 14" 12:00 p.m.  AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, July 15" 10:00 a.m. Savvy Seniors! We’re back! Old West & China!!
Thursday, July 16 12:00 p.m.  AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH

Friday, July 17" 10:00 a.m.  AA Meeting (Mid Morning Group) ChEd

Next Sunday, July 19" Pentecost 8

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

5:00 pm—Meet at the Maloneys for Flotilla Fun—sign up in the narthex.
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~<a3%57~  FORFRIENDS--#HOME, "REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL
T

Marie Derrick Angie Matlosz
Ken & #Dot Black Lisa Gillespie Gary McManus
*Don & Gwen Buff Douglas Gourley Harry O’Quinn
#Barbara DeVore Joy Gunter Jane Potts
#Virgie Dreher Susan Herndon Marlene Stirewalt
*Barbara Fowler Vicky Huggins Ed Thomas
#Terry Matlosz Jill Lee Bruce Whelchel
*Alma Paulson Patrick Lindler Dean Whitecotton
*Tommae Sligh Julie Goegeline Lucas

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:
Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson
Samantha Davis, USA-Europe; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece
Zachary Davis, USN-deployed; Carolyn Cook’s grandson
Grant Frick, SCNG-deployed; Linda Frick’s grandson

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son
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We are collecting for SGL’s Pantry—any non-perishable items
are appreciated. They also accept online donations through
PayPal. Thank you in advance for your help and support of
those in our communities with food insecurity.

Also, we’ll donate school supplies once again to the Lutheran
Services Carolinas local program that benefits foster care and
new refugee students. Backpacks, notebooks, notepaper, pens,
pencils, art supplies and other school items are needed—those
sales are coming up!

Feed the
Community

Mike & Karla Maloney have graciously offered to host the
flotilla gathering next Sunday evening, July 19" beginning at
5 pm. Burgers on the grill will be provided—thank you
Maloneys, so bring a side, drinks, or dessert. The Maloneys
and the Crosses will be providing boats as well. We have a
sign up sheet in the narthex. If you aren’t going on the boat
and just want to join in the fellowship, that’s quite alright—
just be sure to indicate you plan to stay shoreside.

) st b ol

Pastor Frank will be attending the Rostered Leaders Convention
the week of July 6™ and returns Monday, July 13™.
Please phone the office in the event of a pastoral care emergency.

Please check the flower calendar for any available dates! Thanks in advance.
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please
ask an usher for a blue Connections
Card and drop it in the offering plate
so that we can get to know you better.
As you leave today, be sure to
introduce yourself to the pastor. If
you would like to learn about
membership or have other questions,
please call the church office. We look
forward to seeing you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving available in the
app store or
www.stmichael1814.com/online-

giving. One-time or recurring gifts can
be scheduled, eliminating the need for
carrying cash or check writing. The

process is quick, secure, and funds are
deposited immediately. Designations

for memorials or special gifts are
available. An instant receipt is sent

via email or text for your tax records, too.

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is
located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via Facebook Live.

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest PW: Sunday!!

stmichaell814.com 803781.0229 stmichaell814@gmail.com
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