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In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold. 

Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music. 
 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 
 

Please Stand if you are able 
 

GATHERING SONG     Praise and Thanksgiving           ELW 689 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me     ACS 1087  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in 

God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first, and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 86:11-17  Read Responsively 
11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

  and glorify your name forevermore.  
13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
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 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my 

life; they have not set you before their eyes. 
15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 

shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as 

God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and 

creation from bondage to death and decay. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also 

be glorified with him. 
 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 

own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 

be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 

suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   
 

Please Stand if you are able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Pastor sings once, all sing once                              ELW 518 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 13th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all 

evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 

asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 

your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 

done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he 

replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 
30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 

  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one 

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are 

the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy 

who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
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age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 

causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun 

in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please Sit 
 

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson 
 

Please Stand if you are able 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             For the Fruit of All Creation                          ELW 679 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where 

we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of 

life, guide us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, 

microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s 

dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. 

Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing 

of all. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, 

eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their 

character, or illness or injury. We pray especially for . . .. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare 

professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for 

the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. 

We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your 

presence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares 

upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

 

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL  
We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING  
We offer the convenience of secure online giving on our website through Tithe.ly.  Please see the  

back page for more information about online giving.  Offering plates are currently located at 

each door for your convenience.  If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.                     

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                            O God, We Call                                          Ensemble                                                                                    
 

Please Stand 
 

OFFERING SONG            Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring                        ELW 691 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
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Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                              p. 207 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 

Please Sit 
 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.  

For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center 

aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are 

available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.  
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LAMB OF GOD                   p. 208 
 

 

Please Stand if you are able 
 

COMMUNION SONGS                   As the Grains of Wheat                            ELW 465 

                                                   Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me*                 ELW 767 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 

share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BLESSING     

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                       On Our Way Rejoicing*                                   ELW 537 

 

DISMISSAL            

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

*Denotes Choir Boys Favorite Song 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:       The Smoaks    

Lector:        Joe Cousins 

Sacristans:  Karla Maloney, Sabrina Whitecotton 
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ALTAR FLOWERS given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of Marjorie 

Fulmer by her devoted husband Ed. 
 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL  4:55 pm M/F Update Calls from Pastor Frank! 
 

TODAY, Sunday, July 19th  Pentecost 8                           

9:15 a.m.  Sunday School       10:30 a.m.  Worship Service with Holy Communion. 

5 pm Flotilla & Fellowship—Mike & Karla Maloney hosting—5 Regatta Court 
 

Tuesday, July 21st 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, July 22nd       10:00 a.m.  Savvy Seniors! Jefferson, Burr & Spies 
 

Thursday, July 23rd 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH 
 

Friday, July 24th 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Mid Morning Group) ChEd 
 

Next Sunday, July 26th  Pentecost 9 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School        10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 

 
 

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS 
FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, ^REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL 
 

 

#Ken & Dot Black 

*Don & Gwen Buff 

#Barbara DeVore 

#Virgie Dreher 

*Barbara Fowler  

#Terry Matlosz 

*Alma Paulson 

*Tommae Sligh          

Marie Derrick 

Lisa Gillespie 

Douglas Gourley 

Joy Gunter 

Susan Herndon 

Vicky Huggins 

Jill Lee 

Patrick Lindler 

^Julie Goegeline Lucas 

Angie Matlosz 

Deacon McManus 

Gary McManus 

Harry O’Quinn 

Jane Potts 

Marlene Stirewalt 

Ed Thomas 

Bruce Whelchel 

 Dean Whitecotton 
 

 

THE FAMILY & FRIENDS OF LYDIA MASON, PASTOR FRANK’S COUSIN 
 

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING: 

Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson    

Samantha Davis, USA-Europe; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece 

Zachary Davis, USN-deployed; Carolyn Cook’s grandson     

Grant Frick, SCNG-deployed; Linda Frick’s grandson  

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son



 

 

Stmichael1814.com   803.781.0229 stmichael1814@gmail.com 

Mike & Karla Maloney have graciously offered to 

host the FLOTILLA gathering TONIGHT, July 

19th beginning at 5 pm. Burgers & chicken on the 

grill will be provided—thank you Maloneys, so 

bring a side, drinks, or dessert. The Maloneys and 

the Crosses will be providing boats as well. If you 

aren’t going on the boat and just want to join in the 

fellowship, that’s quite alright. See you tonight. 
 

SAVVY SENIORS! Join us Wednesday, July 22nd for more fun and fellowship. The 

saga of the Old West and the battle between Jefferson and Burr continues with an account 

of The Nazi’s Most Wanted Spy. How mysterious. 
 

 

We are collecting for SGL’s Pantry—any non-perishable items are 

appreciated. They also accept online donations through PayPal. 

Thank you in advance for your help and support of those in our 

communities with food insecurity. 
 

Also, we’ll donate school supplies once again to the Lutheran 

Services Carolinas local program that benefits foster care and new 

refugee students. Backpacks, notebooks, notepaper, pens, pencils, 

art supplies and other school items are needed—those sales are 

coming up! 

 

 

 

 
 

LMM Meeting 6PM on July 21, 2026.  

The meal and providers are: 
 

 BBQ   Paul Nevergoll 

 Mac/Cheese  Paul Nevergoll 

 Salad   Harry Metz 

 Dessert  Bill Smoak  

 Shrimp   Bruce Schuver  

 

 

http://www.stmichael1814.com/
mailto:stmichael1814@gmail.com
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

If you are a guest, welcome!  Please ask 

an usher for a blue Connections Card and 

drop it in the offering plate so that we can 

get to know you better.  As you leave 

today, be sure to introduce yourself to the 

pastor.  If you would like to learn about 

membership or have other questions, 

please call the church office.  We look 

forward to seeing you again soon! 
 

Tithe.ly online giving available in the app 

store or www.stmichael1814.com/online-

giving. One-time or recurring gifts can be 

scheduled, eliminating the need for 

carrying cash or check writing.  The 

process is quick, secure, and funds are 

deposited immediately.    Designations for 

memorials or special gifts are available.  

An instant receipt is sent via email or text 

for your tax records, too. 
 

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings. 
 

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is 

located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via Facebook Live. 

 

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher 
 

 

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers 

The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor 

Karen Shevenell, Cantor  

Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator 
 

 
 

WiFi:  StMichaels_Guest      PW:  Sunday!! 
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