SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

July 27, 2025

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Please Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS+ TFF 148
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Let us pray. We come before you with a heavy hearts, burdened by our sin. We confess
that we have been trying to carry this alone, and realize that we cannot. We choose to lay
our burdens down at your feet, trusting in your infinite wisdom and love. Fill us with
your peace that surpasses all understanding. Help us release this worry and find rest in

your presence. Guide me, Lord, and show me the path forward. In your name, we pray.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN How Great Thou Art* ELW 856

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we
are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your
abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those
good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity.
Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few
righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

0 Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how
very grave their sin! *' [ must go down and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.”

> So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the LORD. ** Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? * Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?” ** And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will
forgive the whole place for their sake.” > Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and ashes. ** Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” *” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” ** Then he said, “Oh,
do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I
will not do it, if I find thirty there.” ' He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my
lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not
destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more.
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 138 (Read Responsively)
'Twill give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your
praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word
above all things.

*When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.

* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the
words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.

*The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

*You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures
forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and
traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in
his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

¢ As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, " rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

“ Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. ° For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '* and you have
come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. '' In him also you
were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in
the circumcision of Christ; ' when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also
raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. "* And
when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, '“ erasing the record that
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. '* He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over
them in it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION+ Lead Me, Guide Me (Refrain Only) ELW 768

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 11"

chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and
persistence in prayer.

'[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.

?Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, © for a friend of mine has
arrived, and [ have nothing to set before him.” 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot get up and give you anything.” *I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs.

’“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. '’ For everyone who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ' Is there
anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a
fish? ' Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? " If you, then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please Sit

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson

Pentecost 7 + July 27, 2025 Page | 5



Please Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED The Dugger Family

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders
to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people
experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign
the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, our
common home. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as
in heaven. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest
needs. We pray especially for . . . . Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that
they may rest in the confidence of life with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in
the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding,
clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and
continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Please Sit
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THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
We offer secure online giving through Tithe.ly. Please see the back page for more. Offering
plates located at each entrance/exit. If you need an envelope or assistance, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Please Stand
OFFERING HYMN+ As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, God Most High!

We give thanks for your holy covenant, your promise to Abraham, your mercy to the
house of David, your word spoken through the prophets, and your beloved Son, the dawn
of our salvation.

We praise and magnify you, O God! We praise and magnify you, O God!

Blessed are you, Jesus Christ, forgiving Savior, merciful Lord.

We trust in your tender compassion. You are the good Samaritan, we the wounded
traveler. You are the sweeping woman, we the lost coin. You ate with Mary, Martha, and
Zacchaeus, and you filled Emmaus with your resurrection.

We praise and magnify you, O God! We praise and magnify you, O God!

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For this meal and for your presence within it, we sing:
We praise and magnify you, O God! We praise and magnify you, O God!

Blessed are you, Holy Spirit, Power of the Most High. As you came to Mary, come to us
and to this meal. Welcome us home, that together we may feast on your love.

Feed us with the body of Christ, that we may be holy and righteous before you.

Heal us, that with Dorcas we may rise to serve those in need. Send us into all the world,
preaching the power of your peace.

We praise and magnify you, O God! We praise and magnify you, O God!

Blessed are you, Mighty One, Father, Son, and Spirit, Shepherd of forgiveness, Author of
life, Light in our darkness. We join with the multitude of angels to praise and magnify
your name, singing, Glory to God in the highest heaven, today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Please Sit
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COMMUNION
Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
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aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMNS What a Friend We Have in Jesus* ELW 742
O Lord, Hear My Prayer ELW 751

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your
love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit & bless you and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, With My Blessing ELW 543

DISMISSAL
Go in peace Live by the Spirit Thanks be to God.

Copyright € zmxA gh Er s. Al rights reserved. Reprin db e Eh Er s Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042 \le ised Star u d Version Bible, Copyright ¢ |9xo Divi f(hmlmn Education of the National Council of
the Chirches of Chrstn he United Sates of America, Us ed by pern Al h ved Revised Comimon Lecto r)(py ight © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Use dbyp

+++++++
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Ushers: Gerry & Myrna Goegeline
Lector: Paul Nevergoll
Sacristans: Judith Nevergoll, Deborah Heinrich

+ indicates a musical selection to be sung throughout the Summer * indicates a Choir Boys Favorite

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Mandy McLeod & family in
loving memory of Jane Mason and Joseph McLeod Sr.

The ALTAR FLOWERS on July 20" were given to the glory of God and in honor of
Jared’s birthday by Myrna & Gerry Goegeline. The bulletin dedication was incorrect.
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL  Mon & Fri Update Calls from PFA at 4:55 pm
TODAY, July 27% Pentecost 7

9:15 am. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
5-8:30 p.m. Fellowship Flotilla @ Bob & Rita Anderson’s (310 Windward Pt. Rd.)
Tuesday, July 29* 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Wednesday, July 30" 10:00 a.m. Bible Study—Proverbs, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, July 31 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Friday, August 1* 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Morning Group) ChEd
Next Sun, August 3% Pentecost 8
9:15 am. Sunday School—Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

SCHOOL SUPPLIES will be donated in a few days to the local after-school
program for Lutheran Services Carolinas. This program helps refugee children
and those in foster care in our area. Donations in the Narthex bin or drop in the
office before August 1st. Thank you!

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE will continue in August. Our local food banks need PB & J, mac &
cheese, pasta, sauce, soup, canned tomatoes or fruit—there is a donation box in the Narthex.

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS:
FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “"REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL

Ken & #Dot Black *Tommae Sligh Jill Lee Marlene Stirewalt
*Don & Gwen Buff Angie Matlosz Bruce Whelchel

*Rose Colley Dea Baughman Terry Matlosz et v

*Helen Derrick Kristin Belusko Gary McManus i § 5 o religious e
#Barbara DeVore Cathy C. Judy Olson e T]
#Virgie Dreher Donny Day Harry O’Quinn by s £
*Barbara Fowler Lisa Gillespie Brooke Pittman

*Alma Paulson Douglas Gourley Jack Poole 9 i medita

Grady & #Melinda Sharpe  Joy Gunter Jane Potts

#Miriam Shealy Bo Harris Reggie Price

#Larry Slice David Heinrich Ruthie Snyder

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:
Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri S’s g’son Hunter Purvis USA-deployed; Baxter’s SIL
Samantha Davis, USA; Gene & Diana’s niece 2-17 Air Combat Squadron-deployed
Zachary Davis, USN; Carolyn’s grandson

Grant Frick, SCNG: Linda F’s grandson

Collin Maloney, USAOTS; Mike & Karla’s son

Griffin McLeod, SCNG; Mandy’s son
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHER AN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome!
Please ask an usher for a blue
Connections Card and drop it in
the offering plate so that we can
get to know you better. As you
leave today, be sure to introduce
yourself to the pastor. If you
would like to learn about
membership or have other
questions, please call the church
office. We look forward to
seeing you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving direct via
the ONLINE GIVING tab at
www.stmichael1814.com and

available in the app store,
www.tithe.ly/give. One-time or

recurring gifts can be scheduled.
The process is quick, safe, and funds are deposited immediately.

Restrooms located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a
nursery is located in the Administrative Building. We stream via Facebook Live.

LARGE PRINT bulletins and Children's books & activities available from an usher.

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMlichaels_Guest PW: Sunday!!

stmichael1814@gmail.com 803.781.0229 www.stmichael1814.com



mailto:stmichael1814@gmail.com
http://www.stmichael1814.com/
http://www.stmichael1814.com/
http://www.tithe.ly/give

