SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

August 23, 2026

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

Please Stand if you are able
GATHERING SONG We Sing to You, O God ELW 791

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom ACS 1064
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1 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom, sound-ing God’s de - light-ed laugh,
2 Earthis full of wit and wis -dom, wo - ven in - to har - mo - ny.
3 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom: pen - guin, pla - ty - pus, and snail,
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from the ti-ny ro-ly-po-ly to the tree - top - tall gi - raffe.
Ev - 'ty crea-ture has a pur- pose, ev - 'ty flow’r and bum-ble - bee.
cac - tus, sea slug, oak, and al - gae, from the mi- crobe to the whale.
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All cre - a - tion sings in won-der; e - ven rocks and trees re - joice
Spi-der, hu-man, red - wood, geck-o, mon-key, chick - en, mouse, and snake
In this great and strangecre - a - tion, with a breath God gives us birth:
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as they join the ring-ing cho-rus: ech - oes of our Mak - er’s voice.
live with-in a sin-gle fab-ric: cloth that on-1ly God could make.
born of soil to live as stew - ards, called to love and serve the earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort
to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.
' Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
> Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
’For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

* Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
> I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
¢ Lift up your eyes to the heavens
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and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,

the earth will wear out like a garment,

and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,

and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138 Read Responsively

'Twill give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your
praise.

*I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word
above all things.

*When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.

*The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

*You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures
forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values
and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing
work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function
to build up the body of Christ.

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
act of worship. * Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect.

‘For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. “ For as in one body we have many members
and not all the members have the same function, ° so we, who are many, are one body in
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Christ, and individually we are members one of another. * We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ' ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ® the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please Stand if you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 4!l sing twice ELW 518
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 16™ chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” '* And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '° He said to
them, “But who do you say that [ am?” ' Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” '” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. ' And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. '”I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
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will be loosed in heaven.” * Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please Sit

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson

Please Stand if you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation* ELW 654

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your
word of life to all the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—
all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of
all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day especially.... Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united
as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope
of this promise, and we pray especially for Corrie Lee Mizell. Strengthen us in faith until
the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

We offer the convenience of secure online giving on our website through Tithe.ly. Please see the
back page for more information about online giving. Offering plates are currently located at
each door for your convenience. If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC May God Bless Us Ensemble
Please Stand

OFFERING SONG Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW 691
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
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opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY p. 207

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please Sit
LAMB OF GOD ACS 967
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bro-ken and  blest. Heal us and make us one.

COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONGS Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less* ELW 596

Please Stand if you are able

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Faith of Our Fathers* ELW 813
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God

sbur;;F rress. All rights r
of Chritinthe United Sttes

nder Au s b e F ortress Litu urgics Annual License #SAS006042. New Revised Standard Version Updated Bible, Copyright © 2023, Division of Christian Education of the National
ed, Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Reprinted/Podeast/Streamed
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*Denotes Choir Boys Favorite Song
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Ushers: The Burgesses

Lector: Rita Anderson

Sacristans: Sabrina Whitecotton, Karla Maloney

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Alma Paulson’s
97" birthday by her children.

Please join Alma for birthday cake in the Fellowship Hall after worship!

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 4:55 pm M/F Update Calls from Pastor Frank!
TODAY, Sunday, Aug 23" Pentecost 13

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion.
Tuesday, Aug 25" 7a.m.-7p.m. Primary Runoff Elections-Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) ChEd
Wednesday, Aug 26" 10:00 a.m. Bible Study -- Fellowship Hall
Thursday, Aug 27" 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH
Friday, Aug 28" 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Mid Morning Group) ChEd
Next Sunday, Aug 30" Pentecost 14
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
TS
i it + -~ LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS
rmx—v FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/O.R ILL
: #Ed Thomas Angie Matlosz
#Ken & Dot Black Marie Derrick Deacon McManus
*Don & Gwen Buff Lisa Gillespie Gary McManus
#Bill Colley Douglas Gourley Harry O’Quinn
#Barbara DeVore Joy Gunter Jane Potts
#Virgie Dreher Susan Herndon Marlene Stirewalt
*Barbara Fowler Vicky Huggins Bruce Whelchel
#Terry Matlosz Jill Lee Dean Whitecotton
*Alma Paulson Patrick Lindler
*Tommae Sligh ~Julie Goegeline Lucas
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THE FAMILY & FRIENDS OF CORRIE LEE MIZELL (HARRY METZ AUNT)

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:
Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson
Samantha Davis, USA-Europe; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece
Zachary Davis, USN-deployed; Carolyn Cook’s grandson
Grant Frick, SCNG-deployed; Linda Frick’s grandson

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son

Sunday, September 13
Potluck Luncheon after Worship
Chicken Tenders Supplied-Bring Sides or Dessert

<
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Ladies Wine & Whimsy—Sunday, September 20 at 4 pm
Home of Rita & Bob Anderson
Bring Wine & a Food Pantry Donation (cash or nonperishables)

September-October
Lutheran Disaster Relief-monetary donations
Transitions-Cold Weather Clothing
- Outerwear-gently used or new
- New socks, underwear

November
Homebound/Senior Care Member Appreciation
Goody Bags, Cards, Calls, Visits

v

A

Tuesday, September 15th @ 6:00 p.m.
- Hosting the SC LMM Midlands Conference Meeting
Guest Speaker will be Irina Roof, Bishop Roof’s wife.
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHER AN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please ask an
usher for a blue Connections Card and drop it in
the offering plate so that we can get to know
you better. As you leave today, be sure to
introduce yourself to the pastor. If you would
like to learn about membership or have other
questions, please call the church office. We look
forward to seeing you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving available in the app store
or www.stmichael1814.com/online-giving. One-
time or recurring gifts can be scheduled,
eliminating the need for carrying cash or check
writing. The process is quick, secure, and funds

are deposited immediately. Designations for
memorials or special gifts are available. An

instant receipt is sent via email or text for your
tax records, too.

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is
located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via Facebook Live.

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest PW: Sunday!!

stmichaell814.com 803781.0229 stmichaell814@gmail.com
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