SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

August 16, 2026

400 River Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29212



In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold.
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

Please Stand if you are able
GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty* ELW 858

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom ACS 1064
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1 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom, sound-ing God’s de - light-ed laugh,
2 Earthis full of wit and wis -dom, wo - ven in - to har - mo - ny.
3 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom: pen - guin, pla - ty - pus, and snail,
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from the ti-ny ro-ly-po-ly to the tree - top - tall gi - raffe.
Ev - 'ty crea-ture has a pur- pose, ev - 'ty flow’r and bum-ble - bee.
cac - tus, sea slug, oak, and al - gae, from the mi- crobe to the whale.
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All cre - a - tion sings in won-der; e - ven rocks and trees re - joice
Spi-der, hu-man, red - wood, geck-o, mon-key, chick - en, mouse, and snake
In this great and strangecre - a - tion, with a breath God gives us birth:
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as they join the ring-ing cho-rus: ech - oes of our Mak - er’s voice.
live with-in a sin-gle fab-ric: cloth that on-1ly God could make.
born of soil to live as stew - ards, called to love and serve the earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy,
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.
' Thus says the LORD:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.

¢ And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
¢ Thus says the Lord GOD,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
[ will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 67 Read Responsively

' May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
? Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
* Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.
? Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
’May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Romans 11:2a, 29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been
disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] ' I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. ** God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

»For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. * Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so also
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may

now receive mercy. > For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please Stand if you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 4! sing twice ELW 518
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GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 15" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

*I Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” > But he did not answer her
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” ** He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” > But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” > He answered, “It
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ** Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter
was healed from that moment.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please Sit

MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson

Please Stand if you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW 588

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world making their way to your holy mountain, that all be united
in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the
beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard
endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and
ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations,
and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort,
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind
especially.... Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love
and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to
direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are
irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please Sit

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL

We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

We offer the convenience of secure online giving on our website through Tithe.ly. Please see the
back page for more information about online giving. Offering plates are currently located at
each door for your convenience. If you need an envelope, please ask an usher.

SPECIAL MUSIC O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come Ensemble
Please Stand
OFFERING SONG Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW 691
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY p. 207

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please Sit
LAMB OF GOD ACS 967
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bro-ken and  blest. Heal us and make us one.
COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek forgiveness.
For those who are able, an usher will instruct the congregation when to come forward using the center
aisle; please return to your pew using the side aisles. Wine, juice (white), and gluten-free wafers are
available. Please alert an usher if you require assistance so communion can be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONGS In Christ There is No East or West ELW 650
One Bread, One Body ELW 496

Please Stand if you are able

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God
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*Denotes Choir Boys F avorlte Song

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Ushers: The Burgesses

Lector: Linda May

Sacristans: Carolyn Cook, Pam Metz

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their 68™
anniversary by Don & Gwen Buff.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 4:55 pm M/F Update Calls from Pastor Frank!
TODAY, Sunday, Aug 16" Pentecost 12

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion.

Tuesday, Aug 18" 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) ChEd
6:00 p.m. LMM Dinner Meeting—Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, Aug 19 10:00 a.m. Bible Study -- Fellowship Hall

Thursday, Aug 20" 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Back to Basics Group) FH

Friday, Aug 21* 10:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Mid Morning Group) ChEd

Next Sunday, Aug 23™ Pentecost 13

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
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o “ == __ LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS

e ':2@ FOR FRIENDS--#HOME, “"REHAB, *SENIOR LIVING AND/OR ILL
e e #Ed Thomas Angie Matlosz

#Ken & Dot Black Marie Derrick Deacon McManus
*Don & Gwen Buff Lisa Gillespie Gary McManus
#Bill Colley Douglas Gourley Harry O’Quinn
#Barbara DeVore Joy Gunter Jane Potts
#Virgie Dreher Susan Herndon Marlene Stirewalt
*Barbara Fowler Vicky Huggins Bruce Whelchel
#Terry Matlosz Jill Lee Dean Whitecotton
*Alma Paulson Patrick Lindler
*Tommae Sligh ~ulie Goegeline Lucas

MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:
Tyler Alexander, USMC: Sherri Spangler’s grandson
Samantha Davis, USA-Europe; Gene & Diana Riley’s niece
Zachary Davis, USN-deployed; Carolyn Cook’s grandson
Grant Frick, SCNG-deployed; Linda Frick’s grandson

Liam Maloney, SCNG; Mike & Karla Maloney’s son
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Ladies Events & Collections

Sunday, September 13
Potluck Luncheon after Worship
Main Supplied-Bring Sides or Dessert

September-October
Lutheran Disaster Relief-monetary donations
Transitions-Cold Weather Clothing
- Quterwear-gently used or new
- New socks, underwear

November
Homebound/Senior Care Member Appreciation
Goody Bags, Cards, Calls, Visits

Ladies Wine & Whimsy TBA

A
v

Tuesday, August 18th @ 6:00 p.m.

mm Menu

MISSION Chicken & Potato Salad Joe Cousins
Salad Paul Nevergoll
Dessert Harry Metz

Agenda: Planning for hosting the SC LMM midlands conference meeting in September.
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SAINT MICHAEL LUTHER AN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you are a guest, welcome! Please
ask an usher for a blue Connections
Card and drop it in the offering
plate so that we can get to know you
better. As you leave today, be sure
to introduce yourself to the pastor.
If you would like to learn about
membership or have other
questions, please call the church
office. We look forward to seeing
you again soon!

Tithe.ly online giving available in
the app store or
www.stmichael1814.com/online-
giving. One-time or recurring gifts
can be scheduled, eliminating the

need for carrying cash or check writing. The process is quick, secure, and funds are deposited
immediately. Designations for memorials or special gifts are available. An instant receipt is
sent via email or text for your tax records, too.

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings.

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery is
located in the Administrative Building with the worship service available via Facebook Live.

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor
Karen Shevenell, Cantor
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator

WiFi: StMichaels_Guest PW: Sunday!!

stmichaell814.com 803781.0229 stmichaell814@gmail.com
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