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In the order of service, congregational responses are printed in bold. 
Our worship begins at the Prelude, as we hear God’s word in music. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                              
   
Please Stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,  
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 O Jesus, I Have Promised v.1&4                  ELW  810
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together… 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Please Sit 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and 
God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to 
continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

 15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
 

 19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 
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 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,  
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 26:1-8  
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
 4I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
 that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.    

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live 
at peace with all people. 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please Stand 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has 
called a “rock.” 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands 
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 
for their life? 
 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please Sit 
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MESSAGE Frank W. Anderson 
 
Please Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said               ELW 667 
1 "Take up your cross," the Savior said, 
 "if you would my disciple be; 
 forsake the past, and come this day, 
 and humbly follow after me." 
 

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight 
 pervade your soul with vain alarm; 
 his strength shall bear your spirit up, 
 sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 

3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, 
 nor let your foolish heart rebel; 
 for you the Lord endured the cross 
 to save your soul from death and hell. 
 

4 Take up your cross and follow Christ, 
 nor think till death to lay it down; 
 for those who humbly bear the cross 
 one day will wear the glorious crown. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and 
thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes 
to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in 
harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 
even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they 
advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their 
communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 
presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick especially…. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere 
in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 
reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
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hear our prayer. 
God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now 
live in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Please Sit 

 

THANKSGIVING AND MEAL  
We give in grateful response for all God’s gifts; God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING    
We offer the convenience of secure online giving through Tithe.ly.  Download the free app, and 
search for St. Michael Lutheran to make a one-time or recurring gift.   
Please see the back page for more information about online giving.  Feel free to place a yellow 
online giving card in the offering plate. 
                       
Please Stand 
 
OFFERTORY OR SPECIAL MUSIC
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together… 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread:  these are signs of your abundant 
grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and  
our song.   
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be our worship and 
praise, adoration and thanksgiving, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen.

 
Please Sit 
 
COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered to all who believe in Jesus Christ, who confess their sins, and seek 
forgiveness.  The Pastor will commune those with mobility concerns first.  All others come 
forward in the transcept to receive.  Wine, white grape juice, and gluten-free wafers available. 
 
LAMB OF GOD  Any worship assistants or guests should move forward near the rail, 
maintaining a social distance of six feet, to receive communion via minimal contact. 
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Please Stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together… 
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us.  Empower us to go forth 
sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.   
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BLESSING     
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG              Praise and Thanks and Adoration ELW 783 
1 Praise and thanks and adoration, 
 Son of God, to you we give, 
 for you chose to serve creation, 
 died that sinners all might live. 

 Dear Lord Jesus, guide my way; 
 faithful let me day by day 
 follow where your steps are leading, 
 find adventure, joys exceeding! 

2 Hold me ever in your keeping, 
 comfort me in pain and strife; 
 through my laughter and my weeping, 
 lift me to a nobler life. 
 

 Draw my fervent love to you; 
 constant hope and faith renew 
 in your birth, your life and passion, 
 in your death and resurrection.

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God.  
  
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006042.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
LECTOR:    Harry Metz 
PIANIST:     Gabe Turner, USC School of Music 
 
WE WELCOME GABE TURNER, who will be playing for our worship service for the 
next two weeks as Cantor Malechi enjoys some vacation time with his family.  Gabe is a 
piano performance major at USC’s School of Music, where he met Malechi.  We 
appreciate having Gabe with us and his willingness to share his talents with our Saint 
Michael family. 
 
STREAMING AVAILABLE!  We continue to offer Sunday Worship online via 
YouTube, Facebook, and our website.  Please check our social media, website or recent 
email communications for links and more information.   
 
HOME COMMUNION available through Pastor Frank or the office.  Each cup is 
individually sealed and contains a wafer and juice serving.  We can put together several 
servings in a sealed plastic bag and deliver curbside if you call in advance! 
 

         
 
THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL 
TODAY, August 30  Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost   
      10:30 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion—Streaming Online 
 
 

Next Sunday, September 6 Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion—Streaming Online 
 
Monday, September 7  Labor Day Holiday—Office Closed 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS 
FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO ARE HOMEBOUND* OR ILL   

Roy Adams 
Dot Black 
Gwen Buff 
Pastor James Connolly 
*Helen Derrick 
*Virgie Dreher 
Elaine 
Clarence Faber 
June Fulmer 
Maisy Goegeline 
Helen 

Gloria Helgeson 
Joseph 
Jill Lee 
Mickey Lindler 
Scott McCauley 
Gayle Michelsen 
Sandra Michelsen 
Linda Miller 
Nan 
Susan Norcutt 
Erna Prawdzik 

Phyllis Ruttonsha 
*Billie Schnabel 
*Olene Sons 
Richard Starnes 
Terry Stokes 
Ed Thomas 
Brady Waites 
Bruce William 
David Wilson 
Crystal Wood 
 

 
 

FOR A SPECIAL MEASURE OF YOUR GRACE 
MEMBERS & FAMILIES OF THE US ARMED FORCES & MILITARY, INCLUDING:          

   Tyler Alexander, grandson of Sherri Spangler, USMC   
   Samantha Davis, niece of Gene & Diana Riley, US Army 
   Grant Frick, grandson of Ted & Linda Frick, SC National Guard   
   Phil Lake, husband of Bridgett (Sloan) Lake, US Naval Reserve 
   George McArthur, son of Judith Tolhurst, USMC In Japan 
   Griffin Mcleod, son of Amanda Mcleod, SC National Guard 
   Brian Pipkin, son-in-law of Louie & Imogene Conder, SC Natl. Guard 
   William Woodruff, son of Jeff And Libby Woodruff, US Army 
 

 
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing 
your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in 
spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

From the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

 
If you are a guest, welcome!  Please drop a blue Connections Card in the offering plate so 

that we can get to know you better.  As you leave today, be sure to introduce yourself to the 
pastor.  If you would like to learn about membership or have other questions, please call the 

church office.  We look forward to seeing you again soon! 
 

Tithe.ly online giving is now available in the app store or www.tithe.ly/give.  Set up a 
secure profile in just a few moments, search “St. Michael Lutheran” and click on our church.  
One-time or recurring gifts can be set up conveniently, eliminating the need for carrying 
cash or check writing.  The process is quick, safe, and funds are deposited immediately.  
Personal information is secure, and you can change your giving profile at any time.  
Designations for memorial or special gifts are available.  An instant receipt is sent via email 
or text for your tax records, too.   
 

Restrooms are located in both the Administrative and Christian Education Buildings. 
 

Children are always welcome in our worship service, but for those who desire it, a nursery 
is located in the Administrative Building. 
 
 

Large Print and Kids Celebrate bulletins available from an usher 
 

The People of Saint Michael, Ministers 
The Reverend Frank W. Anderson, Pastor 

Malechi Doren, Cantor  
Kris Esgar, Parish Administrator 

 
 

StMichael1814@gmail.com      www.stmichael1814.com     803-781-0229 (office)  
WiFi:  StMichaels_Guest      PW:  Sunday!!  

mailto:StMichael1814@gmail.com
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