(218 Laws of the Republic of Texas.) shall not exceed in the whole, two thousand dollars per annum, and the said compensation shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That there shall be established a land office, No. 1, at the house of George Wright, on Red River, for the district of Red River, which shall include all that country lying and situated within the following boundaries, viz: the line to begin at the mouth of the Sulphur fork of Red River, and run up that river to the crossing of the Trammel trace, thence on that trace to the Sabine river, thence up that river to its source, then due west to the Trinity river, thence up that river to its source, thence due north to. Red River, thence down that river to the beginning. And a land office, No. 2, at San Augustine, for the counties of San Augustine, Jasper, Sabine and Shelby. One other land office, No. 3, at Liberty, for the counties of Jefferson, Liberty and Harrisburg. One other land office, No. 4, at Nacogdoches, for all that section of country which lies north of Liberty and east of the Trinity, not included in any other land office district. One other land office, No. 5, composing the counties of Brazoria, Matagorda and Jackson, to be located at the town of Matagorda. No. 6, composing the counties of Austin, Colorado and Washington, to be located at the town of Washington. No. 7, composing the county

of Milam and all the country west of the Trinity, and east of the Brazos, not included in any other land district. No. 8, composing the county of Mina, and all the country west of the Colorado river, north of the La Bahia, road, and east of DeWitt's colony, to be located at the town of Mina. No. 9, composing all that tract of country heretofore embraced in the colony of DeWitt, to be located at the town of Gonzales. No. 10, also a land office to be located at San Antonio de Bexar, for all that tract of country west of DeWitt's and north of Power's colony. No. 11, a land office to be located at the town of Victoria, for all that country west of the district of Matagorda and south of Gonzales and Bexar.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the several surveyors general shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the senate; shall be commissioned by the president - may continue in office three years - eligible to a re-appointment-shall reside at the land office for which he is appointed; whose duty it shall be to furnish such regulations and instructions to their deputies, as may be furnished them from time to time by the commissioner of the general land office; shall administer (1278 )(Laws of the Republic of Texas. 219) oaths to the deputies as prescribed in the third section of this act; whose duty it shall be to examine the field notes and plats of all surveys which have been or may be made within the bounds of his authority, for the purpose of getting a patent for them, and see that they are correct; and shall certify the same on the same paper on which are the field notes; and shall carefully preserve in his office a copy of all such field notes and plats. And said surveyor general shall be entitled to charge persons presenting field notes and plats for his inspection, the following fees, viz: for every field note and plat of a survey which lies in a square or oblong shape, one dollar; for every survey which has more than four lines and less than eight, one dollar and fifty cents: over eight, and less than thirteen, two dollars; and for all which have more than twelve lines the sum of three dollars. And on application of any individual in person to any one of the surveyors general, and producing

sufficient testimony of proper qualifications, he shall be deputed by the said surveyor general to survey any where within the bounds of his authority; for which deputation the deputee shall pay the surveyor general the sum of three dollars. 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That there shall be one register of public lands, and one receiver of public monies for each district to be appointed by the president, with the advice and consent of the senate, for the term of three years eligible to a re-appointment; and for misconduct in office may be, suspended by the president; who shall hold their offices at such places as congress may by law direct. And the receiver shall enter into bond with good and sufficient security, to be approved of and certified by the chief justice of the county court, payable to the president and his successors in office, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, which bond shall not become void on the recovery thereof; conditioned well and truly to pay all such sums or funds that may be paid to him on account of the public funds, to the secretary of the treasury, for the use of the republic; and said bond shall be filed in the office of the secretary of the treasury; a certified copy of said bond from under his hand and seal shall be evidence in any court having competent jurisdiction, to recover judgment thereon, against such receiver of public monies.

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That any person who is legally entitled to a grant of land of the government, either by citizenship, heirship, or purchase, may apply in person, or by a duly qualified representative or agent, and by producing legal and ( 1279 )(220 Laws of the Republic of Texas.) sufficient testimony of their claims to the register and receiver of the land office for the district in which they may live; or if an heir or heirs, or assignee, the district in which died the testator, or last lived the assignor; and the said register and receiver is hereby authorized to grant to such person so applying, an order of survey, directed to any legally authorized surveyor of the republic of Texas, for the amount of land to which they are entitled; stating in the said order of survey, at what time the said grantee emigrated to the country or is a native; for which order of survey the grantee shall pay to the register and receiver each the sum of one dollar; and the said register shall record all of said orders in a book, and at the end of every month, forward to the commissioner of the general land office a copy of the same. The said register shall also record in a book all powers of attorney or any other instrument of writing connected with the grant of orders of survey, for which the applicant shall pay for recording twelve and a half cents for every hundred words; all of which instruments shall be forwarded also to the commissioner of the general land office monthly: provided always, that any person applying for land as a settler, and claiming his head right as such, shall be required to take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation before receiving an order of survey; such oath or affirmation to be made before any person legally authorised to administer the same: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I was a resident citizen of Texas at the date of the declaration of independence; that I did not leave the country during the campaign of the spring of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, to avoid a participation in the struggle; that I did not refuse to participate in the war; and that I did not aid or assist the enemy; that I have not previously received a title for my quantum of land-and that I conceive myself to be justly entitled under the constitution and laws to the quantity of land for which I now apply:" provided, that widows, females or orphans shall be, and are hereby exempt from the duties required by this section.

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That all persons claiming land for military services, and having a certificate of the same, or any order of survey emanating from the proper authorities, may apply directly to the deputy surveyor, and have his land surveyed; and said deputy surveyors are hereby authorized to survey for any person having such certificates or orders of survey, conformably to instructions: provided, that all persons (1280)(Laws of the Republic of Texas. 221) holding such warrants, certificates, or orders of survey, shall first present them to the register of the district in which he resides; who shall record the same in a book to be kept for that purpose,

and forward copies to the surveyor general.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That all surveys which have been or may hereafter be made, agreeably to law in all respects, and certified by the surveyor general for the district in which the land lies, as required in the eleventh section of this law, shall be patented; and the owners thereof, by depositing the same in the land office for the district in which the land lies, and paying to the receiver of the same, in addition to the government fees, the following fees of office, shall so soon as practicable, be furnished with a patent for said land or lands, viz:-For a patent to a league and a labor of land, five dollars; for a patent to a third of a league four dollars; for a patent to twelve hundred and eighty acres, four dollars; for a patent to nine hundred and sixty acres, four dollars; for a patent to six hundred and forty acres; four dollars; for a patent to three hundred and twenty acres, three dollars; for a patent to one labor of land, three dollars; all of which office fees shall be equally divided between the register and the receiver; and the several registers shall, upon the receipt in their office of all field notes of surveys, made out in the manner above required, immediately making out in such form and manner as the commissioner of the general land office shall instruct him, duplicate blank patents for said land or lands and forward the same to the commissioner of the general land office, who will immediately cause one of the duplicates to be executed as the law directs, and transmit it forthwith to the proper office, for the owner thereof, shall also reserve in the general land office, the duplicates of grants, and cause the same also to be recorded in a well bound book, to be kept by him expressly for that purpose. And the said grantees shall pay as government fees, the price as fixed by the colonization laws of Coahuila and Texas, in force at the time they emigrated to this country.

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That the price of surveying shall be three dollars for each Castillian lineal mile. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any one of the officers who may be employed in the land office, should fail or refuse to do his duty as required by law, he shall upon conviction thereof, before any district court in this republic, forfeit and pay a penalty, of any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, one moiety to the republic, and the other to the party aggrieved; and (81-VOL. I. (1281) 222 Laws of the Republic of Texas.) any person so aggrieved, may sue the offender in any such court in this republic.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That the president be, and he is hereby authorized to contract for the surveying, and cause to be surveyed at the expense of this government, a sufficient quantity of lands to satisfy the holders of all land script that may have been or which may here after be issued, and sold by this government, agreeably to law, in all respects; and the secretary of

the treasury is hereby authorized to pay out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, all expenses which may accrue in the completion of said surveys.

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That whereas many persons have received titles under the colonization laws, as colonists from the different commissioners of the country: and, whereas many conditions were, by the laws attached, to said titles-that all such conditions be, and are hereby cancelled and the titles to all such lands be, and are hereby ratified and confirmed; Provided, that such persons shall pay, or cause to be paid into the office of the receiver of the land office of the district where such lands may be situated, or into the office of the secretary of the treasury, within six months after the opening of the land office, all money which may be due or owing on the same: Provided, that the conditions of remaining in the country, and the provision prohibiting a sale to aliens, shall not be repealed by this law: And further provided, that no title by this act shall be confirmed, which was illegal or invalid ab initio: And be it further provided, that it shall not affect the rights of third persons: And further provided, this act shall not extend to the benefit of any grantee or individual, for a greater amount of land than one league and one labor, or that granted to like citizens by the constitution of this republic.

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That no person shall by virtue of an improvement, have a right to claim more than one league and labor of land, and that improvement shall consist in the clearing and fencing, in a farmer-like manner, at least four acres of land; and the privilege shall not extend to any person who has previously got a grant to the quota of land to which they are entitled by citizenship, nor to any person or persons entitled to a grant of land by purchase.

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That the several land offices shall open and go into operation on the first day of June next, and their operations will then be confined to the completing of land titles to all those who, by the existing and previous (1282 )(Laws of the Republic of Texas. 223) laws, have acquired a preference to the first location; of this class, are all citizens who were here on the day of the declaration of independence, and those volunteer soldiers who have served a tour of duty in the army of Texas previous to that time. For these classes of claimants, the land office shall be opened and remain six months in operation, granting and completing titles alone to that description of claimants; after which, all other legal claimants shall be entitled to have their land titles completed, as is herein provided for and directed.

SEC. 24. And be it further enacted, That every emigrant who arrives in this republic, from and after the first day of January next, who is a free white person, and is the head of a family, and who shall actually reside within the government with his family, shall be entitled to a conditional grant for twelve hundred and eighty acres of land, by paying the fees of office and for surveying. The conditions of said grant shall be, that the grantee shall remain and reside here, and his or her family, both within this government, and do and perform all the duties required of other like citizens, for a term of three years, after which time and several acts, he or she shall have and receive an unconditional patent for said land; and in no case whatever, shall a grant of that description be patented, unless it be satisfactorily proven, that all the conditions of the grant have in fact and in good faith, been complied with. And all single free white men, who may emigrate to the country after the first day of January next, shall be entitled to six hundred and forty acres of land, and so soon as they shall marry, they shall receive an additional quantity of six hundred and forty acres of land, upon the same conditions above named: and all laws contrary to the purview and meaning of this act, are hereby repealed and declared null and void, so far as regards their future operation.

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That in case any survey shall cross the dividing line between any two counties, it shall be competent for the register who issued this order of survey, to proceed

in the same manner, as though the land was wholly situated within his land district.

SEC. 26. And be it further enacted, That in case doubt should arise as to the boundary line of any land district, it shall be competent for the registers of the two land offices, concerning whose boundary the doubts exists, to determine the doubt, and agree upon the line between them, which shall be as valid in law. as though the said line had been defined by act of this congress; (1283 )(224 Laws of the Republic of Texas.)  and in case they cannot agree, then and in that case, the chief justice of the county court whose office is situated nearest the said disputed line, shall decide.

SEC. 27. And be it further enacted, That the commissioner general of the land office, furnish at the public expense, such books and stationary, as may be necessary for all the transactions of the

several land offices.

SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That if the president should deem it proper to do so, in consequence of an invasion or a threatened invasion of our country by an enemy, that he be and is hereby authorized, to issue his proclamation, closing or suspending all operations of the several land offices; and further, that he be authorized, when he may think it proper to do so, to again, by proclamation, open and authorize them to proceed to the execution of the duties of the several offices, as the law directs.

IRA INGRAM,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

RICHARD ELLIS,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Vetoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional majority

of the house of representatives, December 22, 1836.

1. AN ACT

Locating the Seat of Justice for the County of Harrisburg, and other purposes.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the

seat of justice, for the county of Harrisburg be, and the same is

hereby established at the town of Houston.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Island of Galveston,

shall for the future be included within the limits of the

(1284)
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county of Harrisburg, and be, and compose a part of said county.

IRA INGRAM,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

RICHARD ELLIS,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, Dec. 22, 1836.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the president to receive forty thousand Volunteers.

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the

republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president be,

and he is hereby authorized to receive into the service, any number

of volunteers not exceeding forty thousand, as in his judgment

may be necessary to the defence and welfare of the republic.

IRA INGRAM,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

RICHARD ELLIS,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, Dec. 22, 1836.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To provide an Index for the Laws of Congress, and for other

purposes.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the

secretary of state be, and he is hereby authorized and required

to form an index to the laws passed at the present session of this

congress, and to have the same printed with the said laws, and

it shall also be his duty to superintend the printing of said laws.

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of the chief clerk of the house of

representatives and of the secretary of the senate to superintend the

printing of the journals of their respective houses.

(1285)
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SEC. 3. The secretary of state and the clerk of the house

of representatives and the secretary of the senate, shall each be

allowed the sum of two hundred dollars for said extra services.

IRA INGRAM,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

RICHARD ELLIS,

President pro tern. of the Senate.

Approved, Dec. 22, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To raise a Revenue by Impost Duties.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That there

shall be, and is hereby imposed, assessed and levied upon all articles

which may be imported into this republic, from and after

the first day of June next, the following duties, viz:

Upon all wines and spirituous and malt liquors, an ad valorem

duty upon invoice costs of forty-five per centum. Upon all silk

goods, and all manufactures of every description made of silk, an

ad valorem duty of fifty per cent. Upon all sugar and coffee, two

and a half per cent. Upon teas, twenty-five per cent per pound.

Upon bread stuffs, one per cent. Upon iron and castings, ten per

cent. Upon all coarse clothing, coarse shirtings, coarse shoes and

brogans, blankets, kerseys, satinetts, and cloths formed of a mixture

of cotton and wool, ten per cent. Upon all other goods,

wares, and merchandize, not herein especially enumerated, an ad

valorem duty of twenty-five per cent upon the invoice cost.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That there shall be assessed,

levied and collected, upon all vessels of the burthen of ten tons

and upwards, arriving in any port of Texas from a foreign port,

the sum of twenty-five cents per ton.

SEC. 3. Be it further enaeted, That it shall be the duty

of the president, by and with the advice and consent of the senate.

to appoint for each and every district such revenue officers

as may be necessary and proper for the collection of the

venue, each of whom shall take an oath of office before reenter-

(1286 )
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ing upon the duties, and for the punctual paying over to the proper

authorities all such monies as may be by them respectively collected.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

several collectors to receive the orders of the auditor upon the

treasury of the republic, when offered by importers in payment of

duties at the time of importation; but should the duties not be

promptly paid in this manner, the collector shall retain possession

of all merchandize imported, for the space of ninety days. If at

the expiration of that time the duties shall not be paid, they shall

be sold at public auction by the collector, or so much thereof as

will pay the duties thereon.

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the treasury

shall, under the direction of the president, give the officers who

may be appointed by virtue of this act, such instructions from time

to time, as may be necessary to bring this system into practical and

useful effect.

IRA INGRAM,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

RICHARD ELLIS,

President pro ter. of the senate.

Approved, Dec. 20, 1836.

SAM. HOUSTON..

JOINT RESOLUTION

Requesting the President to appoint an Agent to the Court of

Great Britain.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic

of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be requested

to appoint an agent to the court of Great Britain, to solicit

the recognition of our Independence, and to enter into such treaties

as may be necessary to advance our mutual interests; and that

nine thousand five hundred dollars are hereby appropriated, out of

any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry this

resolution into effect.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the senate.

Approved, May 15, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

(1287)
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AN ACT

To suppress Gambling.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the

game of faro, roulette, monte. rouge et noir, and all other games

of chance, which are played by persons holding banks for the

purpose of inviting or receiving betters thereto, within this republic,

are hereby made penal offices, and shall be punished as

hereinafter prescribed.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person within this republic,

who shall keep a bank for either of the above mentioned

games, or any game of -heir character, or shall in any way be employed

as a dealer or assistant, to any one or either of them, shall

on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and

shall be fined in a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars, nor

less than one hundred dollars; one half of the fine recovered to go

to the republic, and the other half to. the informer, who shall

prosecute the offender to conviction upon other evidence than his

own oath.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly

permit any one of the above mentioned games to be played

in his or her house, shall on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum

not exceeding one thousand dollars, nor less than five hundred

dollars.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every

justice of the peace within this republic to take cognizance of any

offence against this act which shall come to his knowledge by information

or otherwise; and shall thereupon issue his warrant commanding

the accused to appear before him forthwith, to be examined

and held to bail at the next term of the district court.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

grand juries of the different counties of the republic to enquire

into, and present all disorderly houses and persons gtilty of a'

breach of the above recited act; and it shall be the duty of the

judges of the district courts to give it in charge to the grand juries.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That betting of checks, notes of

hand, or any other representative of money or article of value,

shall be so construed as coming under the provisions of this act;

nor shall a person charged with the above mentioned offences be

discharged for informality in an indictment.

(128 )
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SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect in

the county of Harrisburg five days from and after its passage, and

in all other parts of the republic, thirty days from and after its

passage.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the senate.

Approved, May 26, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

For the relief of Capt. John M. Allen.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the auditor be

instructed to settle the accounts of Capt. John M. Allen, on the

principles of equity and justice.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tern. of the senate.

Approved, May 29, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

For the relief of James Erwin and others.

Whereas, Stephen F. Austin, Branch T. Archer, and William

H. Wharton as commissioners of the government and people

of Texas, did on the twentieth day of January, eighteen

hundred and thirty-six, contract with James Erwin and others,

in the city of New Orleans for a loan of fifty thousand dollars,

all of which was paid at the time; and whereas existing circumstances

render it impossible for the government to comply strictly

with the conditions of the aforesaid contract; and whereas

the holders of the aforesaid loan, have voluntarily expressed a

willingness to release the government from conditions that would

( 1289 )
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be unjust and ruinous to the interests of the country; and the

congress of Texas being desirous of executing, in good faith all its

obligations: Therefore,

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the secretary

of the treasury be, and he is hereby directed, upon the

surrender of the scrip issued by the commissioners to the parties

to the loan aforesaid, or any of them, to calculate interest at the

rate of eight per centum per annum, on the amount the party

so surrendering may be entitled to, from the day and date of the

loan to the day of surrender; and shall issue to the person or his

assignee, land scrip at the rate of fifty cents the acre, in tracts

of six hundred and forty acres each: and the said secretary shall

issue scrip to the amount of twenty thousand acres, to be divided

and distributed to the parties aforesaid, in the ratio that the

amount they respectively hold bears to fifty thousand dollars in

tracts of six hundred and forty acres each: Provided, that the said

scrip shall not be located on land except by its legal subdivisions.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That before the parties or any of

them shall be entitled to receive his scrip under the provisions of

this act, he shall file in the office of the secretary of the treasury,

by himself or a legally authorized agent or attorney, a copy of the

original contract, and also file a relinquishment on his part, of all

further claim upon the government or the commissioners growing

out of the contract aforesaid, and accept and receive the same scrip

in lieu of all liabilities whatever: and the parties who may not now

file their relinquishment aforesaid shall have six months to accept

of the provisions of this act and be entitled to all its benefits.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That scrip issued by virtue of

this act, shall not in any manner interfere with the rights or claims

of those entitled to lands as citizens of Texas at the day of the

declaration of Independence, but shall be placed on equal footing

with all other existing claims, as to the time and mode of locating

the same; and after the first day of October eighteen hundred and

thirty seven, shall have preference over all claims originating after

that time, and shall not be subject after location to a higher rate

of taxation than that imposed by law on citizens holding lands of

like quality.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the parties holding the

scrip, issued under the authority of this act may transfer the

same, by assignment, and the assignees shall have all the rights
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and privileges of the original holders: and the lands located shall

not be subject to forfeiture for want of cultivation or improvement

and may be held by aliens: they are to be located at the expense

of the government and titles be issued in the same manner and held

upon the same terms, as if the holders thereof were citizens of the

republic: Provided, That no lands granted by this government,

shall be located on salt springs, gold or silver mines, copper or lead,

or other minerals or any island of the republic.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That any of the holders of the

loan shall have the right to surrender their scrip within six months

from the passage of this act and receive from the secretary of the

treasury whose duty it shall be to issue the same, a bond from the

government for the principle and interest at the rate of twelve

and a half per centuni, per annum, pledging the faith of the government

for its redemption and redeemable at their pleasure.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the form of the scrip issued

by virtue of this act, shall be such as expresses in substance the

provisions of this act.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the senate.

Approved, June 3, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Requiring the President to appoint a Secretary of Legation to the

Embassy to. England.

Be it resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president

be, and is hereby requested to appoint, by and with the advice and

consent of the senate, a secretary of legation to the embassy to

England, which secretary shall receive three thousand dollars per

annum, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise

appropriated.

And be it further resolved, That the commissioner whom

congress has heretofore authorized the appointment of, to the

government of England, be, and he is hereby vested with ple-
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nary powers, commissioner and minister plenipotentiary, and that

he receive his commission and instructions accordingly.

Be it further resolved, That the president be, and he is hereby

directed to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the

senate, a commissioner and minister to France; in the event that

the negotiation with England for the recognition of the independence

of Texas shall fail, said commissioner and minister shall be

vested with plenary powers.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION.

For the relief of Free Persons of Color.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That all free Africans

or descendants of Africans, who were residing within the republic

of Texas at the date of the declaration of Independence, and their

natural issue, are hereby granted and allowed the privilege of remaining

in any part of the republic as long as they choose; on the

condition of performing all the duties required of them by law.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to Election for the depopulated Districts.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic

of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be,

and he is hereby directed to issue writs of election to fill all va-
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cancies that may exist in either house of Congress; and that he be

required to order the polls to be opened for the election of representatives

for the depopulated districts in any part of this republic,

where the citizens of said counties may be temporarily residing,

until such times as the citizens of said counties may be permitted

to return with safety to their homes. This resolution shall continue

and be in force during the continuance of the war, and no

longer.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To legalise certain Marriages; to provide for the celebration of

Marriages and for other purposes.

Whereas, in many parts of Texas no person legally authorized

to celebrate the rites of matrimony has existed; and whereas, from

that cause many persons, have resorted to the practice of marrying

by bond, and others have been married by various officers of Justice

not authorized to celebrate such marriages; and whereas, public

policy and the interests of families require some legislative action

on the subject: therefore,

Be it enacted by Senate and House of Representatives of the

republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That all persons who

have so intermarried be, and they are hereby authorized to go before

any of the persons hereinafter provided for--and publicly solemnize

the rites of matrimony; and all marriages so solemnized are

hereby declared of legal and binding effect, from the period the

persons had previously intermarried agreeably to the custom of the

times; and the issue of such persons are hereby declared legitimate

children; Provided, however, that such marriages shall be celebrated

within six months from the passage of this law; and provided

further, that no legal bar exists to such marriage.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted. That in cases where persons

have intermarried as aforesaid agreeably to the customs of

the country, and either the husband or wife has died previous to
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the passage of this law, then and il that case all such marriages

are declared of legal and binding effect, and the issue of the same

are hereby legitmatized; Provided, that such parties lived together

as man and wife at the said death of either party.

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That all regular ordained Ministers

of the Gospel, judges of the district courts, justices of the

county courts, and all justices of the peace of the several counties

of this republic be, and are hereby authorized to celebrate the rites

of matrimony between all persons legally authorized to marry;

Provided, that males under fourteen and females under twelve

shall not marry.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person desirous of marrying

shall apply to the clerk of the county court, and shall receive

from him a license directed to all persons authorized by this

law to celebrate the rites of matrimony which shall be sufficient

authority for any one of such persons, to celebrate such marriage,

and any one of said persons so authorized, who shall celebrate the

rites of matrimony, without said license from the clerk aforesaid,

shall be liable to prosecution and on conviction shall be fined in

the sum of five hundred dollars.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That no clerk shall issue a license

without the consent of the parents or guardians of the parties applying

unless the parties so applying 'shall be in the case of the

male twenty one years of age, and in the female eighteen years of.

age; and any clerk offending herein shall on conviction be fined

five hundred dollars.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said clerk shall record

all licenses so issued by him, in a well bound book kept for that

purpose; and it shall also be the duty of the persons solemnizing

the rites of matrimony to endorse the same on the license and make

return of the same to the office of the clerk of the county court

within sixty days after the celebration as aforesaid; which return

shall also be recorded as aforesaid.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That for each license so issued the

clerk shall charge and receive one dollar.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That all persons who have married

agreeably to the customs of the country having another wife

or husband living and shall continue to live together as man and

wife sixty days after the passage of this law shall be considered

guilty of the offence of bigamy and shall upon conviction be punished

as such.

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful

for any person of European blood or their descendants, to in-
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termarry with Africans, or the descendants of Africans; and

should any person as aforesaid violate the provisions of this section

such marriage shall be null and void, and the parties on conviciton

shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor and punished

as such.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Respecting Mail Routes.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the post master general

of this republic be authorized to extend the mail routes by wav

of Ballou's and Gaines' ferries, so as to communicate with the

United States mail, and that he be authorized to pay for any services

which may have been already rendered by any person to

affect that object.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON:

AN ACT

To incorporate the Trustees of Independence Academy and of the

University of San Augustine.

SeC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That John P.

Coles, Robert Stevenson, Asa Hoxie, M. Cummins, Shubael

Marsh, James B. Miller and James G. Swisher, be, and they

are hereby incorporated a body politic under the name and style
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of the "Trustees of Independence Academy," capable of suing and

being sued, pleading and being impleaded, of holding property

either personal, real or mixed, of selling, alienating and conveying

the same at pleasure, of having a common seal and of changing the

same at pleasure, and of doing whatever else that may be necessary

and proper to be done for the benefit and advancement of said

institution, not contrary to the constitution and laws of this republic.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That this charter and privilege

shall extend to the said trustees and their successors in office, as

long as they confine the benefit of the same to the advancement

of the sciences, and the promotion of useful knowledge to the rising

generations, which institution shall be accessible equally alike

to all, without regard to opinions of religion or politics.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That Elisha Roberts, Jesse Burdit,

William McFarland, John Cartwright, Sumner Bacon, George

Teal, Augustus Hotchkiss, Henry W. Augustine, Andrew J. Cnnningham,

Philip A. Sublett, Iredell D. Thomas, Albert Gallatin

Kellogg, Almanzon Huston, William W. Holman and Joseph

Rowe, be incorporated a body politic, under the name and style

of the "President and Trustees of the University of San Augustine,"

and shall have the same powers and privileges which are

conferred by this act on the trustees of Independence Academy.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the IHouse of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837;

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Trustees of Washington College.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That William P.

Smith, Asa Hoxie, John P. Coles, J. H. Wood, Thomas Gay

and Stephen R. Roberts, be, and they are hereby constituted

and declared to be from and after the passage of this act a body

corporate and politic, in fact and in name by the style and
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title of the "Trustees of the Washington College," and by that

name they and their successors in office shall and may have continual

succession, and shall be persons in law, capable of suing and

being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering and being

answered unto, defending and being defended in all courts and

places whatsoever; and that they and their successors may have a

common seal and may change and alter the same at pleasure, and

also that they and their successors by the same name and style,

shall be in law capable of holding, purchasing and conveying any

estate, real, personal or mixed for the use of the said college, and

doing and performing all things which are necessary or common for

corporation of a like nature to do not contrary to the constitution

of this republic or the provisions of this charter as hereinafter

enacted.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That every person who has subscribed

or may hereafter subscribe and pay into the treasury of the

college the sum of ten dollars, shall ever afterwards be considered

a member, and have the right of a voice, either in person or by

proxy, in the selection of trustees, and shall himself be eligible

to the office of trustee.

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the trustees of the Washington

College shall be elected annually by the subscribers and continue

in office until their successors are duly elected; and a less

number than five shall not be a competent body for the transaction

of business, nor shall the whole number consist at any one

time, of more than twenty-five.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the trustees for the time

being shall have full power to enact such by-laws, rules and regulations

for the government of said College as they may deem necessary

for the prosperity of the same.

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the chartered property of

the College shall be liable for the debts of the same.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the institution hereby incorporated

shall be located at, or in the vicinage of the town of

Washington on the Brazos river.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That the privileges, benefits and

facilities of the said College shall be equally accessible to all without:

regard to peculiarity of opinion.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate..

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

82-VOL. I. (1297)
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2. AN ACT

To Incorporate the Town of Nacogdoches and other Towns herein named.
SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and house of representatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the citizens of the town of Nacogdoches, be and are hereby declared a body corporate and politic, under the name and style of the "Corporation of the town of Nacogdoches," who shall have the power of suing and being sued, of pleading and being impleaded, and to hold and dispose of real and personal property within the limits of said corporation.

SE.C. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said citizens to elect eight aldermen, a presiding officer or mayor, treasurer and secretary; who shall be selected by them from their own body; that a collector shall be elected by said citizens; the treasurer and collector being required to give satisfactory security, and make reports when required by the mayors warrant; that the corporation shall elect one constable; and the mayor when necessary to suppress riots and disturbances, shall have power to call out the posse, for the purpose of restoring order.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the first election shall be held under the direction of the chief justice of the county, after having given ten days notice thereof, and annually afterwards by the presiding officer, at least ten days prior to the expiration of his term of office, and that in case of death or resignation, the vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by new elections.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible to hold an office in said corporation or to vote for the members of said body, unless he shall be the owner of real estate in said town, and shall have acquired the rights of citizenship in conformity with the laws of this republic.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the aldermen from time to time to pass such rules and ordinances for the regulation of the police and preservation of order, within the corporation limits as may be necessary, to levy taxes for the removal of nuisances, and keeping the streets in order, and prescribing the penalties; Provided, however, than to tax shall be levied unless by consent of two thirds of the aldermen present: it being assessed accordingly to the valuation of property, and when a meeting is called for this purpose, the object (1298)(Laws of the Republic of Texas. 239) must be stated in the notice, and for the collection of which personal property alone shall be subject to be seized.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That to guard against accidents by fire, the citizens shall be required to keep in readiness hooks, ladders and buckets.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That whereas there being sundry public lots of ground in said corporation which are now useless, the aldermen shall and are hereby authorized and empowered in conjunction with the county court of that county, to alienate said lots, or such portion thereof as they may deem advisable; the proceeds of such sale or sales, to be by them jointly appropriated to

the construction of a court house, jail, and such other building or buildings as they may think necessary.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That the said aldermen shall have the privilege of establishing schools within said corporation. 

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That the rules and ordinances of said corporation shall not be contrary to the constitution and laws of this republic.

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, That the towns of San Augustine, Texana, Washington, Brazoria, Columbia, Velasco, Richmond, Matagorda, Columbus in Colorado county, and Independence in Washington county, and the city of Houston, Bexar, Nashville, Sarahville, Anahuac, Bevilport and Harrisburg, be and the same are hereby incorporated, and shall each have the powers, and to be governed by the rules that are herein enacted for the incorporation and government of the town of Nacogdoches.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

3. JOINT RESOLUTION

Requiring the Attorney General to Report to the Next Session of Congress.

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the attorney general is hereby required to report to the next session of congress

(1299 )(240 Laws of the Republic of Texas.) such a system for the organization and direction of the different accounting officers of the government as is best adapted to the condition of the country.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 5, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To Regulate the Pay of Pursers in the Navy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the pay of pursers

in the navy shall be the same as that of lieutenants.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

For the Amendment of the Militia Law.

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the last sentence of the sixteenth section of an act approved December the sixth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and entitled "an act to provide for the national defence, by organizing the militia;" to wit: the words for failing to perform a tour of duty when called on, one hundred dollars," be, and the same is hereby repealed.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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AN ACT

To authorize the Consolidation and Funding of the Public Debt.

Whereas, it is deemed expedient to consolidate the public debt

by the creation of a stock fund commensurate therewith, by issuing

certificates of stock in suitable and convenient shares; it is also

deemed expedient, in order that the public credit be sustained and

the public creditors relieved by the payment of a fair interest on

the go-ernment liabilities, that the same be thus consolidated, and

placed in a tangible form, so that the interest may be annually

paid, and the debt secured to the public creditors until its final

redemption :'Therefore,

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That a government

stock be created to the amount of three millions of dollars,

or so much thereof as may be deemed necessary to satisfy the

just liabilities of the republic, to be divided into shares of one hundred

dollars each, the certificates of which shall be issued under

the direction of the secretary of the treasury, signed by the stock

commissioner and countersigned by the comptroller, which stock

certificate shall bear interest at the rate of ten per centum per

annum, which interest shall for the first year be paid at the end

thereof, and thereafter semi-annually at the treasury of this republic

or at such other point as the secretary of the treasury shall

direct by public advertisement.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the interest on the said

certificates of stock, shall be computed from the first day of September,

one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven; and that

the whole stock so created shall be redeemable at the discretion of

the government, at any time after the first day of September,

eighteen hundred and forty-two, by giving six months previous

notice of such intention by public proclamation.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the public faith is hereby

pledged for the redemption of said stock agreeably to the foregoing

provisions; and so much of the public revenue arising from

impost and direct taxation, as may be necessary to meet the annual

interest of the funded debt is hereby appropriated and set

apart for that special purpose..

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the holders of certificates

of this stock shall not be permitted to transfer the same only on

the books of the stock commissioner, by the holder in

person, his lawful attorney or legal representative, under such

rules and regulation as the secretary of the treasury shall di-
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rect; nor shall said transfer be made within thirty days of the day

on which the interest falls due.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That if, from unavoidable accident

or other casualty, the holder of a certificate or certificates

should be deprived of the same, then and in that case the stock

commissioner shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required to

issue to the interested party a new certificate or certificates corresponding

in every particular with the originals, making a proper

note of the same, by his receiving satisfactory proof of such loss;

and in all cases the holders of this stock may be represented by

their legally authorized agents.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the treasury

be and he is hereby authorized and required to procure the

proper blank stock certificates in form to suit the provisions of

this law, and that the office of the stock commissioner be organized

under his supervision, and that he notify the public creditors, by

advertisement, to present their claims to the proper department

on or before the first day of September next ensuing, or as soon

thereafter as practicable, in order that they may receive the corresponding

shares in stock certificates bearing date first September

next: Provided, however, that certificates shall issue on no claims,

other than those which have passed the proper auditorial department

in conformity to law; and it is also further provided that

interest be allowed on no claims other than those which have been

or shall be funded.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That all just demands against

the government shall be received at par, for stock certificates: Provided,

the same shall amount to even shares; and if the claim or

claims shall not amount to an entire share or shares, then, and in

that case, the holder shall have the privilege to make up the deficit

in cash at a discount of ten per centum which the commissioner is

hereby authorised and required to allow, properly accounting for

the same.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That the president be and he

is hereby authorized and required to appoint, by and with the

advice and consent of the senate, a suitable and fit person as stock

commissioner, who shall perform the duties contemplated by

this law, and whose salary shall be fifteen hundred dollars per

annum, payable in the same manner of other public officers, and

also. a suitable and fit person as comptroller of the treasury whose

duty it shall be, to investigate' and pass on all claims

against the treasury, and also to inspect all claims presented to

the stock commissioner, and if found correct, he shall counter-
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sign the same, and also countersign all stock certificates which

shall be issued by the commissioner, keeping and rendering proper

accounts, and generally to do, and perform all the duties contemplated

by this law, and whose salary shall be fifteen hundred dollars

per annum, payable in the same way and manner of other

public officers; And be it also further provided, That the stock

commisioner shall retain in proper files, as vouchers, all the evidences

of debt on which certificates of stock have been issued;

which vouchers shall be investigated by a joint committee from

both houses of the general congress, who shall examine and report

on the same for the proper disposition of that body.

Slc. 9. Be it further enacted, That any person or persons who

shall be found guilty of counterfeiting or altering any certificate

of stock which shall be created under this act, or any power of attorney

for the transfer thereof, shall on conviction before a competent

tribunal be adjudged a felon, and punished in conformity

with the law.

1. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

'JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

Concerning fees of Sheriffs, Constables and Solicitors.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That in addition to

the fees already allowed to sheriffs and constables, they shall be

allowed to charge and receive five cents for every mile they must

necessarily travel, in going and returning on business of their

office, and to solicitors shall be allowed for all convictions under

the gambling act, the same fees as are allowed in cases of felony.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

( 1303 )

244 Laws of the Republic of Texas.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorising the President to leave the seat of Government for the

space of thirty days, to organise the corps of mounted Gun Men.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president of this

republic, be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to leave

the seat of government for the space of thirty days, if he should

deem it expedient, to organize and set on foot the corps of mounted

gun men, authorized to be raised by the act passed the present

session of congress for the protection of our northern frontier.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

For the Incorporation of the Town of Liberty.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the citizens

of the town of Liberty be and they are hereby declared a body

corporate and politic under the name and style of the "Corporation

of the town of Liberty," who shall have the power of suing

and being sued, of pleading and being impleaded, and to hold and

dispose of real and personal property within the limits of said corporation.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

citizens of said corporation to elect seven trustees, who shall select

from their own body a presiding officer or mayor, a treasurer and

a secretary, they shall also appoint a collector and constable; the

treasurer and collector being required to give security to be approved

by said trustees, in such amount as they may deem necessary,

and to make reports when required by the mayor, who shall

have the power when necessary to suppress riots and disturbances,

to call out the citizens of said corporation for the purpose of restoring

order.
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SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the first election shall be

held under the direction of the chief justice of the county, after

having given ten days notice thereof, and annually afterwards by

the presiding officer, at least ten days prior to the expiration of

his term of office, and that in case of death or resignation, the

vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by new elections, to be ordered

by the mayor.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible

to hold an office in said corporation to vote for the members of

said body, unless he shall have resided within said corporation during

the period of six months immediately preceding such election

and have acquired the rights of citizenship in conformity with the

laws of this republic.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

trustees, from time to time to pass such rules and ordinances for

the regulation of the police and preservation of order, within the

corporation limits as may be necessary, to levy taxes for the removal

of nuisances and keeping the streets, and to prescribe penalties:

Provided however, that no tax shall be levied unless by consent

of two thirds of the citizens present: said tax to be assessed

according to the valuation of property, and when a meeting is

called for this purpose, the object must be stated in the notice, and

for the collection of which personal property alone shall be subject

to be seized.

'SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That whereas there are four

leagues of land belonging to said town which are now useless, the

trustees shall and are hereby authorised and empowered in conjunction

with the county court of the county of Liberty, to alienate

said lands, or such portion thereof as they may deem advisable; the

proceeds of such sale or sales to be by them jointly appropriated

to the construction of a court house, jail, and such other public

buildings and for such other purposes as they may think proper;

Provided always, that those persons who have taken lots in said

town shall have the right of keeping the same. and it shall be the

duty of said commissioners and of the county court, to issue titles

to such individuals upon their paying to the treasurer the amount

of the valuation of the lots so taken.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees shall have

the privilege of establishing schools within said corporation.
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SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That the rules and ordinances

of said corporation shall not be contrary to the constitution and

laws of this republic.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tern. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the Sheriffs of the different Counties of this Republic,

to rent or lease. houses, employ Guards, &c.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the sheriffs of the

different counties of this republic be and they are hereby authorised

to lease or rent suitable houses for the safe keeping of any

prisoners committed to their charge and if necessary to employ a

sufficient guard to guard such prisoner or prisoners, and it shall

be the duty of the county courts to allow such accounts together

with all other reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by any

sheriff in the performance of his duty.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Defining the powers of the Commissioners of Roads and Revenues.

Whereas, the bill organising the justice's courts, gives to

the commissioners of roads and revenue the entire control and

superintendence of roads, bridges, ferries and the poor; and

whereas an act entitled -"an act authorising and requiring county

courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers and license ferries,
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and so forth," approved twentieth December, eighteen hundred

and thirty-six, gives certain powers, rights and privileges, and requires

certain duties of the county courts in regard to roads, ferries

and the poor.

Be it resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That all the powers,

rights and privileges given, and duties required of the county courts

in the above recited act of December the twentieth, eighteen hundred

and thirty-six, be understood as belonging to and required of

the commissioners of roads and revenue in the several counties of

the republic and not belonging to, or required of the county courts.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tern. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAMI. HOUSTON.

4. AN ACT

To prescribe the mode of holding Courts of Admiralty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage of this act, whenever the president shall be informed by any person interested that there is a case cognizable in the court of admiralty which should be immediately adjudicated, it shall be his duty to issue an order, directed to the most convenient judge of the district court, commanding him without delay to proceed to the place most convenient and adjudicate the same; and it shall be the duty of said judge to obey said order and proceed forthwith to dispose of the case according to law.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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5. JOINT RESOLUTION

For all Agents of Government to give security for the faithful

performance of their duties.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the agents of the

government who may hereafter be appointed, shall give bond and

security to the president and his successors in office, (in such

amount as the president may think proper,) for the punctual and

faithful performance of their duties; also all agents or officers now

in office who have the receiving or disbursing of the government

funds; to give the president and his successors in office such bonds

and security for the faithful performance of their several duties,

and in default of such bonds and security being given, the president

is hereby authorized to remove them from office, and appoint

others in their place.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Respecting Fees of Attornies.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That so much of "an act

entitled an act establishing the fees of office," as relates to the perquisites

of the attorney general or district attornies shall be understood

to enure to the use of the said attornies as perquisites of

office, instead of to the use of the republic of Texas.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 7, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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AN ACT

Supplementary to an Act establishing the County of Houston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the county of

Houston shall be included in the first judicial district of this republic

and the district courts for said county shall be holden on

the last Mondays of February and August, and can continue one

week and no longer.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, &c. That the county courts for

said county shall be holden on the first Mondays in January, April,

July and October.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said county shall be

attached to the senatorial district of Nacogdoches.

B. T. ARCHER.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SA3M. HOUSTON.

AN ACT
Authorising the issuing the Promissory Notes of the Government.

SEc. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and house of representatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president be, and he is hereby authorised and required to issue promissory notes of this government payable at the treasury of the republic to the amount of five hundred thousand dollars, which notes shall be signed by the president, and countersigned by the secretary of the treasury: Provided, that no note shall be of a less denomination than one dollar or a greater amount than one thousand dollars.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said notes shall be payable twelve months after date, and shall draw an interest of ten per cent. per annum, from date.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said notes at any time before or after maturity, shall be considered as cash, and shall be received as cash for all dues owing or coming to the government.
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SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the president is authorized to have said bills printed and draw on the treasurer for the sum necessary to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted. That one fourth of the proceeds arising from the sale of the Islands contemplated to be sold by an act of this congress shall be paid into the treasury, to be paid out only for the redemption of these promissory notes of the government.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the president is authorized to sell five hundred thousand acres of land scrip, the proceeds of which shall be paid into the treasury, to be paid out only for the redemption of these promissory notes of the government: Provided, that this scrip shall be disposed of at not less than fifty cents per acre, and provided further, that the agents appointed to sell the scrip, shall give bond and approved personal security in double the value of the scrip so delivered to him for the faithful discharge of his duty as agent.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That all improved forfeited lands are hereby pledged for the redemption of these promissory notes of the government, and in addition the faith and credit of the government are hereby solemnly pledged.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That these promissory notes shall be issued and paid out alone for and on account of the expenses of the civil departments of the government: Provided however, that the president be and he is hereby authorized and required to expend a sum not exceeding the sum of one hundred thousand dollars for the purchase of horses and munitions of war. to be used

by the rangers and mounted gun men, and in a campaign against the Indians.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 9, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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JOINT RESOLUTION

For the benefit of J. W. Moody.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic

of Texas, in Congress assembled, That twelve hundred and

fifty dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated to J. W.

Moody, auditor of public accounts, to reimburse him for money

paid for clerk hire, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise

appropriated.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 9, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

For the benefit of Alexander Walsh.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be authorized

to audit the claims of Alexander Walsh, allowing him at

the rate of twelve hundred dollars per annum, for the time he

served as clerk in the war department, and all other clerk's claims

of a similar nature properly authenticated.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GBIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 9, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the president to send an agent to the United States,

to settle with the agents for land scrip.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president

be authorized to appoint an agent to proceed to the United

(1311)

252 Laws of the Republic of Texas.

States with instructions to receive the unsold land scrip; and to

settle with the different agents heretofore appointed by the go'vernment;

and that he be also directed to sell any scrip he may

receive for cash, at not less than the minimum price; and the proceeds

be deposited in bank, subject to the order of the secretary

of the treasury: except such portion thereof as the agent may deem

expedient to expend for provisions, arms, clothing, or ammunition

for the use of this republic.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 9, 1838.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Requiring the Auditor of public accounts to audit the accounts

of J. Bryant and S. Francois.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of public

accounts is hereby authorized and required to audit the accounts

of John Bryant for three hundred and sixty-four dollars; and also

to audit the account of Sebastian Francois for the sum of two hundred

and fifty-nine dollars: and further, that said Bryant and

Sebastian are entitled to twelve hundred and eighty acres land

each, as bounty land for services rendered this republic as soldiers.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

'Approved, June 9, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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AN ACT

To raise a public revenue by Impost Duties.

Whereas, it is deemed expedient to raise a public revenue by impost

duties, to aid in defraying the public expenses, sustain'ng the

public credit, and securing to the public creditors a fair annual or

semi-annual interest on their shares of stock in the funded debt:

SEc. 1. Therefore be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That

from and after the passage of this act, there shall be imposed on

all goods, wares and merchandize, which may be introduced into

this republic, the duties hereinafter designated, which shall be levied

and collected in conformity with the following classification,

viz:-

Classification of duties to be exacted at the several ports of entry

in Texas, on goods imported into the republic.

Provisions and groceries, bread stuffs, including corn, wheat,.

barley and oats, free: beef pickled, free: pork, salted, and smoked

free: butter six and a fourth cents per pound: codfish one dollar per

hundred pounds: mackerel one dollar and fifty cents per barrel:

salmon two dollars per barrel: herrings one dollar per barrel: herrings,

in boxes, one dollar per hundred pounds: shad one dollar and

fifty cents per barrel: neat's tongues, pickled or smoked free: potatoes,

onions, beats, beans, and rice, free: coffee one cent per pound:

sugar, brown, two cents per pound: sugar, white, four cents per

pound: molasses or syrup five cents per gallon: tea, black, twelve

and a half cents per pound: tea, green, twenty-five cents per pound:

spices; pepper, five cents per pound: pimento or allspice, five cents

per pound: cinnamon, cloves, and other spices, ten cents per pound:

mustard twenty-five per cent ad valorem: pickles twenty-five

per cent ad valorem: fruits, apples or peaches twenty-five per

cent ad valorem: preserved in brandy or other spirits twentyfive

per cent ad valorem: raisins, figs, almonds, filberts, &c. three

cents per pound: oils, salad, spermaceti, whale, rape, and linseed,

fifteen per cent ad valorem: candles, tallow, two cents

per pound; spermaceti, three cents per pound; wax, four cents

per pound: soap, yellow, four cents per pound: salt three cents

per bushel of fifty pounds: vinegar, free. Other articles of pro-
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visions and groceries, not herein enumerated, twenty-five per cent

ad valorem. Liquors, spirits, whiskey, first and second proof, twenty-

five cents per gallon: third and fourth proof, thirty-seven and a

half cents per gallon; above fourth proof, fifty cents per gallon:

brandy, first and second proof, fifty cents per gallon; third and

fourth proof, sixty-two and a half cents per gallon; above fourth

proof, seventy-five cents per gallon: gin, same as brandy: rum, same

as brandy: all other spirits not enumerated, including cordials and

liquors of all kinds, will pay the same duties as brandy. Wines,

claret, twenty-five cents per gallon: other red French wines, twentyfive

cents per gallon: Oporto, or port wine, thirty-seven and a half

cents per gallon: French white wines, twenty-five cents per gallon;

Champaigne, one dollar per gallon: Madeira, seventy-five cents per

gallon: Teneriffe, thirty-seven and a half cents per gallon: Spanish

white wines, twenty-five cents per gallon: Spanish red wines twenty-

five cents per gallon: German wines, Hock, Rhenish, &c., fifty

cents per gallon. Malt liquors of all descriptions, free. Champaigne

in bottles, per dozen, two dollars: other wines, per one dozen

bottles, one dollar and fifty cents: all other liquors in bottles, per

dozen, two dollars. Dry goods: all articles of which wool forms a

component part, twenty-five per cent ad valorem: all articles of

which linen forms a component part, twenty-five per cent ad valorem:

all articles of which cotton forms a component part, fifteen per

cent ad valorem; all articles of which silk forms a component part,

thirty per cent ad valorem: wearing apparel, ready made, and other

personal baggage in actual use, and tools of trade, free: wearing apparel,

ready made, otherwise imported, thirty per cent ad valorem.

Shoes and boots twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Hats, of all

descriptions, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Leather; all articles

of which leather forms a component part, twenty per cent

ad valorem. Jewelry, thirty-three and one third per cent ad

valorem. Miscellaneous articles, iron. implements of iron for

purposes of husbandry, such as ploughs, harrows, hoes and axes,

twelve and a half per cent ad valorem. Tools of all descriptions

for carpenters, cabinet makers, joiners, and blacksmiths,

fifteen per cent ad valorem. Bar iron, fifty cents per hundred

pounds. Nails and screws, one dollar per hundred pounds. All

other articles of which iron or steel form a component part, not

herein enumerated, twenty per cent. ad valorem. Copper, all

articles of which copper forms a component part, twenty per
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per cent ad valorem. Lead; all articles of which lead forms a

component part, twenty per cent ad valorem. Tin; all articles of

which tin forms a component part, twenty per cent ad valorem.

Brass; all articles of which brass forms a component part, twenty

per cent ad valorem. Pewter; all articles of which pewter forms

a component part, twenty per cent ad valorem. Glass, and glass

ware, twenty per cent ad valorem. Earthern ware, twenty per cent

ad valorem. Ivory, twenty per cent ad valorem. Drugs and medicines

of all descriptions, twenty per cent ad valorem. Paints of all

descriptions, twenty per cent ad valorem. Furniture of all classes,

fifteen per cent ad valorem. Fire arms and munitions of war of

all descriptions, free. Carriages; pleasure carriages of all descriptions,

twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Wagons, carts, drays, &c.,

ten per cent ad valorem. Playing cards, fifty per cent ad valorem.

Coal, free. Corks, twelve and a half cents per pound. Combs of

all descriptions, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Cordage, and

bale rope, two cents per pound. Lumber of all descriptions free.

Building stone, bricks, tiles, or slates, free. Lime for building,

free. Tobacco, in segars, two dollars and fifty cents per thousand:

tobacco in any form than in segars, thirty per cent ad valorem.

Seeds of all descriptions, free. Brushes of all kinds thirty per cent

ad valorem. Paper; blank post folio, or quarto paper, ten per

cent ad valorem: blotting, cartridge, and copying paper, seven per

cent ad valorem. Saltpetre, six and one fourth cents per pound;

and all other articles, not herein enumerated, shall pay a duty of

twenty-five per cent ad valorem.

SEC. 2. Be' it further enacted, and so forth, That the following

designated places, with their given boundaries, be made ports

of entry, and within which bounds custom houses shall be established,

and collectors of the public revenue shall be appointed,

and reside at the several ports for which they were appointed,

viz. Commencing at the Rio Grande, and following the coast

of the Gulf, East, to the mouth of San Antonio river, shall at

present compose the south-western collectoral district, which shall

be called the district of Aransaso. Commencing at the mouth

of the San Antonio river, and following the coast of the

Gulf eastwardly to the mouth of Cedar Lake, shall compose one

collectoral district, to be called the district of Matagorda.

Commencing at the mouth of Cedar Lake Creek, and following

the coast of the Gulf, east, to the mouth of Oyster creek, shall

compose one collectoral district, which shall be called the dis-
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trict of Brazos. Commencing at the mouth of Oyster Creek, and

following the coast of the Gulf east to Bolivar Point, shall compose

one collectoral district, which shall be called the district of

Galveston. Commencing at Bolivar Point, and following the coast

of the Gulf to the middle of Sabine bay, thence up the bay to the

mouth of the river Sabine, and up with that stream so far as to

include a certain ferry, known as Lowe's ferry, shall compose one

collectoral district, which shall be called the district of Sabine.

Commencing at Lowe's ferry, and following the Sabine up to the

thirty-second degree of north latitude, thence north to Red River,

shall compose one collectoral district, which shall be called the discriCt

of San Augustine. A custom house shall be established within

the limits of each collectoral district, at such point in each as the

president and secretary of the treasury shall direct, for the time

being; until, from proper surveys, the most eligible points shall be

ascertained for permanent locations.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, and so forth, That all goods,

wares, or merchandize which may be introduced into this republic,

shall be entered at the custom house of the district in which they

may or have been landed in conformity with the law. And all persons

neglecting, evading, or refusing to comply with the provisions

of this law, whether citizen or alien, shall be deemed smugglers,

and treated accordingly. That every master of vessels arriving in

any of the ports of this republic, shall, within twenty-four hours

after his arrival, and previous to. discharging any part of his cargo,

present to the collector of said port a manifest of all the cargo

on board his vessel; which manifest must exhibit at length the

marks and numbers of packages, and the quantity of each article

constituting the cargo, together with the names of the respective

consignees. In default of which a penalty of five hundred dollars

shall be enforced and collected by said collector for the benefit of

this republic. And all captains wilfully making or returning false

manifests, with an intent to defraud, shall, in addition to a fine of

one thousand dollar, to be exacted by the collector, be thereafter

incompetent to enter or clear a vessel in any of the ports of this

republic; and both master and vessel held accountable.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, &c. That each consignee shall

be required to make duplicate entries of all goods, wares,

or merchandize to them consigned; which entries shall contain,

at length, the marks and numbers of packages, together with

their contents, quantities, and value and to which the following
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oath shall be subscribed in presence of the collector: "I, A B,

do solemnly swear that the foregoing entry contains a full, true,

and just account of all the goods consigned to me, together with

the cost thereof, now on board (here mention the vessel and captain's

name, and where from) to the best of my knowledge and belief,

so help me God." And it shall be the duty of the collector, or

the officers appointed under him, to take an account of all goods

so imported; and all goods found over and above the quantity represented

in the entries, shall be confiscated for the use of the republic.

And it shall also be the dutv of said collectors to have all

dutiable goods securely lodged in public stores, until the duties are

properly secured: they shall in all cases where the duties are not

paid down, require two or more responsible securities, as in their

judgment may be deemed proper, for the payment of all such duties,

accruing to this government in conformity with the foregoing

tariff.

SE.c. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That where any importer,

factor, or consignee, whose duties, by any one importation, shall

amount to five hundred dollars or upwards, that the amount shall

be divided and securely bonded, payable, the one-half in three, and

the other half in six months from the date of entry; and'on all sums

under five hundred dollars, and over one hundred dollars, three

months; and on all sums under one hundred dollars the duties must

be paid in cash. And on all foreign vessels entering the ports of

this republic, there shall be collected one dollar per ton, tonnage

duties: and also.such fees of office for clearing, registering, and

transferring vessels, as may be lawful to receive in the ports of the

United States of America for the same services. And it is also further

provided, that the collectors shall give bond and security in

the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, conditioned for their true

and faithful performance; and be required to make their returns

quarterly to the treasury department, showing the number and

class of vessels which have entered, their separate and aggregate

amount of tonnage, together with the aggregate amount of goods,

when and by whom introduced, the amount of money, date, and

from whom received; the amount bonded, and when payable; and

that the same be published quarterly by order of the secretary

of the treasurv. And any collector of the public revenue, who

is found guiitv of embezzling the same, or conniving, aiding, or

abetting in defrauding the public treasury, shall be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof before a

competent tribunal, shall be punished accordingly, dismissed
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from office, and rendered incapable ever thereafter of holding any

office of honor, trust, or profit in this republic.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, &c. That all collectors of the

public revenue, before entering on the duties of their offices shall

take the oath prescribed for all public officers, before any person

competent to administer the same; which oath shall be subscribed,

and together with the bond shall be filed in the Treasury department.

And be it further provided, That each principal collector

shall be entitled to have one principal clerk; and also to employ,

when necessary, other subordinate officers, as from time to time he

may find necessary: as well also as common laborers, when they

may be needed; at all times, however, using a prudent and strict

economy for the protection of the public revenue; which said subordinate

clerks, officers, and laborers, he shall allow such pay as a

necessary prudence shall direct, payable out of the proceeds of the

collections by him made.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, &c. That the principal collectors

of the public revenue shall receive as compensation for their- services,

viz. Allowing two thousand dollars to be a fair minimumI per

annum salary, which may be increased or ciminished as hereinafter

provided, to wit: On all monies received and paid into the treasury

they shall be entitled to receive two and a half per cent. until the

commissions shall amount to the minimum salary; and the one-half

of one per cent. on all sums after the commissions shall have run

up to the minimum salary; then and in that case the commissions

to be the salary.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, &c. That all goods, wares, and

merchandize, which may be introduced into this republic by land,

shall be entered at the proper custom house of the district in which

they may be introduced, under the pains and penalties of this law.

And all persons evading, or attempting to evade the provisions of

this law shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor and punished

accordingly. And all the goods, wares, or merchandize smuggled

or attempted to be introduced in contravention to the provisions of

this law, shall be subject to seizure and confiscation, together with

the vehicle by which they were conveyed; and after thirty days'

public notice shall be sold for cash, the one-half of the proceeds of

which shall go to the informer, and the other to the public treasury,

after deducting the expenses of such sale.

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, &c. That the principal collector

of each port shall have a deputy, who shall also take the
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oath of office, and whose duty it shall be to perform the duties of

the principal, when from any unavoidable cause he may be rendered

incompetent to perform his duties as required by law: and

at such ports as would permit, the chief clerk may be appointed.

And be it further provided, That the principal collector shall be

held accountable for the acts of his deputy, and all other subordinate

officers by him intrusted. And the principal or deputy shall

have the power to administer oaths in all cases pertaining to their

duties. They shall not be removed from office during the administration

under which they were appointed, without just cause. And

be it further provided, That all duties or public dues of whatever

nature or description, shall be collected or paid in gold, silver, or

such current bank paper as the authorities shall from time to time

direct. And all debts due to this republic for duties .or other public

revenue. shall be considered and have preference and privilege'

over all other claims.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To raise a Public Revenue by direct Taxation.

SlC. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That there

shall be levied on all real, personal, or mixed property, within this

republic, a direct tax equal to one half of one per cent. ad valorem,

which shall be levied and collected in the way and manner hereafter

provided.

SF.c. 2. Be it further enacted, &c. That there shall be appointed

in each county of this republic one assessor, which shall

be appointed by the county courts of the several counties, who shall

require of them bond and security for their faithful performance,

and administer to them their oaths of office, which oath

shall be the same as prescribed for all public offices, varying

the same to suit their several offices. It shall be the duty
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of tie assessor to register, in duplicate, the inventories of all the

property found within his proper county or district, one of which

shall be transmitted to the treasury department, and the other

passed over to the collector: which register shall show in proper

columns the person's name, quantity of land in acres, number of

negroes, horned cattle, horses and mules, miscellaneous including

all other unclassed articles. Under each specific head shall appear

the number and amount belonging to each individual, and one

column shoiwing the aggregate or gross amount, and another column

showing the corresponding amount of tax due from each. This

register shall be made out from the original inventories, which the

assessor shall preserve in all cases as references. The president

shall issue his proclamation immediately on the passage of this

law, requiring the county courts to forthwith proceed to make the

appointments required by this act: and the assessors shall immediately

enter upon the duties of their office, and be required to make

their returns to the treasury department on or before the meeting

of the next general congress; and the several collectors shall commence

their collections on the first day of October of each year,

and make their returns to the treasury department on or before

the first day of January ensuing.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, &c. That all heads of families,

or other individuals recognised by the laws of this republic as free,

and all agents or representatives of others, shall make out, or procure

to be made out, a fair valued inventory of all the property to

them belonging, estimating the same at what may be deemed a fair

valuation, which inventory shall be subscribed and sworn to before

the assessor, who is hereby authorized to administer the following

oath: "I, A B, do solemnly swear that the inventory here presented,

and to which I have subscribed, is a just, true and faithful

valued inventory of all the property known as belonging to me, to

the best of my knowledge and belief, so help me God."

And be it further provided, That if the assessor shall, in his

judgment, consider the property valued too low, or otherwise incorrect,

it shall be his duty, before administering the oath, to call

to his assistance two citizens of the neighborhood, to appraise or

value the same: and any person rendering a false inventory shall

pay double tax, and if with intent to defraud the revenue, it shall

be cbnsidered an indictable offence, and punished accordingly.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, &c. That in all the depopu-
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lated counties of this republic, where the county courts have not

been organized, it shall be the duty of the former residents of said

counties, and they are hereby required to make their inventories

and file the same with the assessor of the county in which they may

at the t:me reside, and pay over to the proper collector their tax

accordingly. The minimum price of laid shall not be considered

less than fifty cents, when from any cause the true valuation cannot

be had.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of

the chief justice of each county court to give notice by public advertisement,

in at least three of the most public places in h:s county,

that sealed proposals will be received for the appointment of assessor,

until the court shall meet and determine on whom the appointment

shall be conferred; which sealed proposals shall set forth the

terms on which the duties of assessor will be performed, and shall

be directed to the chief justice, and marked "Proposals for Assessor:"

on the meeting of the court the seals shall be broken, and the

proposals examined: and the court shall then confer the appofntment

on such as in their opinion would be best calculated to perform

the duties required and protect the public interest; and for

the performance of all which duties they shall be entitled to their

lawful fees of office.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, &c. That from and after the

passage of this law, that each wholesale or retail dealer in wares,

goods or merchandize, shall pay for each establishment thus employed,

a license of fifty dollars per annum: each establishment for

retailing wines or spirituous liquors, under one gallon, one hundred

dollars per annum: each establishment for retailing cider or

malt liquors alone, shall be free: each billiard table, a license of

two hundred dollars per annum: each nine pin alley, or any game of

that kind, a license of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum:

each public inn or tavern, within the limits of any incorporated

town, shall pay a license of one hundred dollars; and if a retailer of

wines or spirits, the additional license; and all those neglecting or

refusing to comply shall suffer the pains and penalties of the revenue

laws. And be it further provided, That merchants or factors

shall not be required to inventory the goods which may be in their

possession, on which duties have been paid, and which they only

hold as contingent, but only on their real amount of capital employed.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, &c. That there shall be as-
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sessed and collected on each head of horned cattle or horses in this

republic, belonging to citizens in the United States, one dollar per

head; and it shall be the duty of every person having in his possession

or care property belonging to any individual in the United

States or elsewhere, to render to the assessor a list of the same.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, &c. That each and every white

male, over the age of twenty-one years, and under fifty-five years of

age, shall pay the sum of one dollar.

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, &c. That properly audited drafts

on the treasury of this republic shall be received in payment of

taxes imposed in this bill, except on billiard tables, retailers of

liquors, and nine pin alleys, or any game of that kind.

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, &c. That all pedlars of goods,

wares, or merchandise, shall pay to the county court the sum of

fifty dollars in cash for every county they shall vend any article in;

and for vending any goods, wares, or merchandise, without a license

they shall be fined in the sum of five hundred dollars for each and

every offence, to be collected by any court having cognizance of

the same.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. .HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION.

For Publishing the Laws and Journals.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the secretary

of state be authorized to have published at the expense of

this government, five hundred copies of the iournals of both

houses of congress, and two thousand copies of the colonization

laws of the general congress of Mexico and of the state of Coahuila

and Texas, of the acts and decrees and resolutions of the

consultation of eighteen hundred and thirty-five, and of the ordinances

and decrees of the provisional council of eighteen

hundred and thirty-five, and eighteen hundred and thirty-six: of
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the convention of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six: and the

acts and joint resolutions of this congress, and that he furnish each

member of this congress, the several judges, justices, clerks and

sheriffs of this republic with a copy of each.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT,

Supplementary to an act entitled "an act to establish a general

land office for the republic of Texas," passed Dec. 22, 1836.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the

land office, as established by the act passed on the twenty-second

day of December last, shall go into operation on the first day of October

next, unless the county shall be invaded to an extent inducing

the President to call out at least one third of the militia

for its defence; in which case the President shall have power to

close the land office by proclamation, until such invasion has terminated.

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, &c. That the whole republic of

Texas shall be sectionized as follows: One base line and four

meridian lines shall be run in such manner as the commissioner of

the general land office shall direct; provided, that no locations or

surveys heretofore made agreeably to law, shall be affected by such

sectionizing; and provided further, that these sectional lines shall

not affect the previous or future surveys of land; but all lands surveyed

for individuals, or for the government, lying on water

courses, shall front one half of the square on the water, the line

running at right angles with the general course of the stream, and

all others, not on water courses, shall be square, if previous lines

will permit; and if not, to be run as circumstances will permit.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, &c. That in all cases the registers

and receivers of the land offices shall be furnished with written instructions

by the commissioner of the general land office, for their

government.
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SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, &c. That after the first day of

October next, no individual arriving in the country shall be entitled

to land as an emigrant; and from this time forward, no. more

bounty land shall be given as an inducement to any one to enter

into service in the army of Texas.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That it is -hereby declared

that all empresarios' contracts having ceased on the day of the

declaration of independence, all the vacant lands of Texas are the

property of this republic, and subject alone to the disposition of

the government of the same.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, &c. That it is hereby made the

duty of all empresarios, commissioners, political chiefs, alcaldes,

and other persons, to deliver over to the commissioner of the general

land office, all titles, surveys, books, papers, documents, or

other things in-their possession or charge, belonging to this republic,

or which by this act is made public property, and so contemplated

to be delivered over as aforesaid, which shall be delivered

over as aforesaid, on the application in person of said commissioner,

or to his order in writing.

Slic. 7. Be it further enacted, &c. That should any empresario

refuse to comply with the provisions of the foregoing section, he

shall be liable to prosecution, and shall on conviction, forfeit to

the government of Texas all premium lands granted, or which he

could claim by virtue of his said contract; and should any commissioner,

political chief, alcalde, or other person, refuse to comply

with the provisions of the foregoing section, he shall be liable to

prosecution, and shall, on conviction, be fined in the penal sum of

twenty-thousand dollars; and he. shall, moreover, be imprisoned

until he deliver up said surveys, books, &c., as required by law.

Provided, That all prosecutions under this act shall issue from and

be tried at the seat of government of this republic.

SEc. 8. Be it further enacted, &c. That in order to settle the

claims of empresarios, each and every one of the same are hereby

authorized to institute a suit against the president of the republic

of Texas and his successors in office; which suit or suits shall be

tried in the county in which is situate the seat of government of

the republic of Texas; and shall be tried as all other

land suits are required by law to be tried. And should any

empresario who shall thus sue, fail to establish the claim

for which he sues, he shall pay all the costs of such suit. Pro-
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vided, That neither aliens, nor the assignees of aliens, shall be entitled

to the benefit of this act.

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of

the attorney general, to attend to. all such cases in behalf of the republic

of Texas; and he shall receive as a compensation for his services,

the sum of five hundred dollars, in each and every case; and

the president is authorized to employ such additional council as in

his opinion he may deem proper, and allow him such compensation

as he may deem proper. Provided, however, such compensation

shall not exceed the compensation allowed the attorney general.

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of

the president to appoint, during the present session of congress, all

the officers contemplated by the land law passed on the twentysecond

day of December last.

SEc. 11. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of

the surveyor, upon returning the field notes of any survey, to certify

upon oath that said survey was made either previous to the

closing of the land office by the consultation, or subsequent to the

opening of the land office by the present session of congress, as the

case may be, which shall also be-certified by the chain carriers, if to

be found in the republic, and if not, by at least two respectable witnesses.

SEC. 12. Be it further enacted, &c. That the secretary of war

shall, immediately from and after the passage of this act, issue to

all persons entitled to bounty lands for military services in this republic,

a certificate or certificates of the same, and shall keep a

record in his office of all such certificates so issued by him, upon

the applicant having an honorable discharge, signed by the commanding

officer of the company to which he was attached, and

countersigned with certificates of at least one field officer or commandant

of a post.

SEC. 13. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty of

the surveyor-general of each land district to appoint not less than

six deputy surveyors in his land district, and as many more as he

may deem necessary, and shall assign to each deputy a certain portion

of territory, in which no other surveyor shall be allowed to

survey.

SEC. 14. Be it further enacted, &c. That each deputysurveyor

shall, before entering upon the duties of office, give a

bond payable to the president of the republic of Texas, and his
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successors in office in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars, with

at least two securities, to be approved of by the surveyor-general,

conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of-his office.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMIES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Vetoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional majority

of the house of representatives. June S. 1837.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vetoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional majority

of the senate, June 12, 1837.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

AN ACT

Supplementary to an act, entitled "an act supplementary to an act

establishing a General Land Office in the republic of

Texas, passed Dec. 22nd, 1836."

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That it shall be the

duty of the commissioner of the general land office, under the instructions

of the president, to cause so much of the vacant lands

of the republic to be surveyed and sectionized, in tracts of six hundred

and forty, and three hundred and twenty acres each, as will

be sufficient to satisfy all claims against the government for scrip

sold, soldiers' claims, and head rights, so soon as the six months

priority shall have expired after the opening of the general land

office.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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AN ACT

Authorising the President to call out the Militia.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president be and he is hereby authorized to order out forthwith such a portion of the militia as he may think proper for the better protection of the frontier.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To Dispose of Galveston and other Islands of the Republic of

Texas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the secretary of

the treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause

the Island of Galveston except the league and labor sold to M. B.

Menard and associates, and all other Islands within this republic

to be surveyed in lots not less than ten nor exceeding forty acres

each, and that he cause the same to be sold at auction to the

highest bidder, on the second Monday of November next at the

state house in the city of Houston, the proceeds of the sale to be

paid in specie or the notes of current and specie paying banks,

in the following manner, to wit: one fourth part thereof to be paid

down, and the other three-fourth to be in three equal instalments

of three, six and nine months.

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That all persons, aliens not excepted,

shall have the privilege of purchasing and holding the

same, and the president is authorized to issue patents to them accordingly.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the proceeds of the

sales of all such Islands as may be sold by virtue of this act,
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shall be applied as follows, to wit: one half to be applied to the purchase

of arms, munitions of war, clothing and pay for the army,

one fourth for the navy, and one fourth shall be paid into the

treasury of the republic to be paid out only for the redemption of

the promissory notes of the government contemplated to be issued

by a law previously passed by this congress.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the the secretary of the treasury

shall cause the aforesaid sale to be published for three months

previous to the day of sale in New Orleans, Mobile, Charleston,

Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Nashville and Louisvill,

Ky., papers.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the treasury

be authorized to pay the expenses of surveying, advertising and

sale, out of the first money from the sales aforesaid.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That if any persons who shall

purchase any of the aforesaid lots or lands, shall fail to make payment

of the several instalments in conformity with this act, he or

they shall forfeit all such sums as they may have previously paid,

and the lots and lands purchased by such defaulter shall revert

to the government of this republic.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION.

Concering Major General Thomas Jefferson Chambers.

Resolvbed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic

of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the thanks of congress

be tendered to General Chambers for the zeal and ability

with which he has defended and sustained the cause of Texas, and

the efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties imposed

upon him by his commission, in sending to her aid men, arms and

supplies by a sacrifice of his private fortune.

2nd. Resolved, That the auditorial department be authorised

and required to settle with Major General Thmas Jeffer-
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son Chambers, and that the president be authorised to render justice

in the fullest manner in all matters and things touching the

commission conferred upon him by the provisional government

of Texas and his operations under that commission.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Employing extra Clerks in the Auditor's Office.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of public accounts

be, and he is hereby authorized to employ as many clerks as

he may think necessary, for one month.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

For the benefit of Texian Prisoners taken by the Mexicans.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be and he is hereby authorised and empowered to send a flag of truce to Matamoras or any other port of Mexico for the purpose of effecting an exchange of prisoners; and that he take all other means that he may deem expedient to procure the release of all citizens of Texas, the crew and other prisoners taken on board the Independence and Julius Caesar and any other persons who may be prisoners there connected with this government. 84-VOL. I. (1329)(270 Laws of the Bepublic of Texas)

SEC. 2. Resolved, That the president be and he is hereby authorized to draw upon the secretary of the treasury for such an amount of money as may be necessary to carry the foregoing resolution into effect.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRITMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

For the rlief of J. H. Harry.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be and he

is hereby authorized and required to take up the drafts issued on

the treasury in favor of John H. Harry, and issue new ones, drawing

interest at the rate of ten per cent. from the first of September

last.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ten. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

Establishing the county of Houston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and house of representatives of the

republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That all that portion of

the county of Nacogdoches within the following limits, to wit:

Beginning on the east bank of Trinity river, at a point two

leagues above the mouth of Kickapoo creek, from thence in a

north easterly direction to the Neches at the mouth of Big Pine

creek; thence up the Neches to the thirty-second degree of

north latitude; thence due west to the Trinity river; thence
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down the said river to the place of beginning, form a county to be

called and known by the name of Houston county.

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the citizens of said county

be, and are hereby authorised and required to elect seven commissioners,

who, (a majority of them concurring,) shall select a site

for the seat of justice of said county.

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the president be, and he

is hereby authorized to order an election for one representative,

and all the officers of the county to take place on the first Monday

of September next and also to appoint commissioners to hold said

•election.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To authorize the President to. appoint a Commissioner to run the

Boundary line between the United States of America, and

Republic of Texas.

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the

republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be and

he is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a commissioner,

by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to unite with

such commissioner as may be appointed by the United States of

America, to run and mark the boundary line between the two governments,

from latitude second degree north on the Sabine river,

to the -Rio Roxo or the Red River. agreeable to the treaty made

and entered into, between the said United States and Spain, in the

year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen.

Si:c. . And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid to

said coinnmissioners out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwide

appropriated, the sum of fifty dollars per diem, from the

tinio he may reach the point of departure on the Sabine river,

until the said line be completed; which per diem, pay shall in-
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elude all incumbent expenses; Provided always, that the whole

expenses of running said line, shall not exceed the sum of three

thousand dollars.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

For the relief of Ministers of the Gospel.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That from and after

the passage of this act, all ordained ministers of the gospel shall

be, and arc hereby exempt from military duty.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the house of representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

Supplemenatry to the several Acts organizing the respective Counties

of this Republic.

Whereas, many counties in this republic were not organized

nor elections held for county officers at the time prescribed by law

from causes over which they had no control. Therefore,

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives

of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the

chief justices of all such counties shall have full power and authority

to give notice and hold elections in said counties, at such

time as they may deem proper, for the elections of all county

officers at such precincts as elections are now held for said

counties, and in the same manner as is prescribed by law. Said
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chief justice giving at least twenty days notice of the time and

places of holding said elections at five or more of the most public

places in their respective counties aforesaid, in manner and form

aforesaid, according to the constitution and laws, shall be as legal

and valid as if the said election had been held and organization

had at that time prescribed in the above recited acts.

SEC.. :A. nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That the elections in and for the county of Mina, held on the eight

day of April last, and the organization of said county, together

with all the adjudications, acts and proceedings of the officers of

said conit-y, are hereby declared to be as legal and valid, to all intents

and piurposes, as if said elections and organization had been

held at the time prescribed by the above recited acts, any law to

the contrary notwithstanding.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To authorize Justices of County Courts to act as Judges of Probate

and Notaries Public in certain cases.

Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of the

republic of Texas in congress assembled, That in cases in which the

chief justices of the county courts may be interested, and in in case

of the absence or inability of the chief justices to act, the associate

justices of the county court shall be authorized to act as judges

of probate; and either of the said associate justices may act as

notary public in such cases and during such period.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837. '

SAM. HOUSTON.
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AN ACT

For the hetter protection of the northern frontier.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That a corps

of mounted gun men, consisting of six hundred mounted men,

rank and file, shall be raised by voluntary enlistment, for a term

of six months, dating from the time of rendezvous, and officered

in the following manner, viz: one colonel, one lieutenant colonel,

one major, ten captains, ten first and second lieutenants; all of

whom shall be appointed by the president, by and with the advice

and consent of the senate.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That each officer and private

shall furnish himself with a substantial horse, well shod all round,

and extra shoeing nails, a good gun, two hundred rounds of ammunition,

and all other necessary equipment, provisions, &c., except

beef.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the officers shall receive

the same pay as is fixed in the corresponding rank in the ranging

service; and the privates twenty-five dollars per month, and officers

and men a bounty of land of six hundred and forty acres each.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That when spoils are taken from

the enemy, the commanding officer shall have the same divided

equally amongst officers and men.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the corps shall be divided

into three divisions, to rendezvous at such times and places as may

be directed by the president.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That a quarter master appointed

by the president, shall attend each division, whose duty it shall

be to purchase beef at the expense of the government for the supply

of said troops.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That each six men shall furnish

themselves with a pack-horse.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That if practicable, there shall

be attached to each division one company of spies, composed of

Shawnees, Cherokees, Delawares, or of other friendly Indians, who

shall be supplied with provisions, and shall receive such pay as may

be agreed upon between them and the president, which shall be

paid in goods.

SEc. 9. Be it further enacted, That when any officer or
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soldier shall disobey orders, or shall behave in an ungentlemanly

or unsoldierlike manner, if an officer, the president shall have

the power to discharge him dishonorably, and report the same

to the senate; and if a non-commissioned officer or private, in like

manner to give him a dishonorable discharge; and in all cases of

dishonorable dismissal the individual shall forfeit all right to pay

and bounty land; and it shall be the duty of the president, in conformity

with the provisions 'of this section, to discharge all officers

and soldiers in the service who disobey orders.

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, That the president shall have

the power to. appoint an inspector, or inspectors, whose duty it

shall be to report all delinquents to the president, who on such

information shall exercise the powers of dismissal embraced in

the preceding section.

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That the president shall have

the power of discharging them at an earlier period than six months,

if he should deem it expedient.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the Senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.

A RESOLUTION

Regulating the Meeting of Congress.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That after the close of

the present session of congress, congress shall meet annually on

the first Monday in November, until otherwise ordered by law.

B. T., ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ter. of the Senate.

Approved,

SAM. HOUSTON.
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JOINT RESOLUTION

For the Relief of the Hon. B. C. Franklin.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That B. C. Franklin be,

and he is hereby allow( l, as judge of the district of Brazos, the

same pay and compensation as is fixed by law for a district judge.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro ten of the Senate.

Approved,

SAM. HOUSTON.

JOINT RESOLUTION

In regard to the payment of District Judges.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the republic

of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of public

accounts be, and he is hereby directed to audit, and issue his drafts

on the treasury quarterly, for the payment of the salaries of the

district judges, in the same manner as is prescribed by law for the

payment of the salary of the chief justice of this republic.

B. T. ARCHER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JESSE GRIMES,

President pro tem. of the senate.

Approved, June 12, 1837.

SAM. HOUSTON.
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