Happy 250t Birthday to the United States of America and 59" birthday of the Hideaway
Community, who opened its doors on July 4, 1967. The City’s 25" birthday is in September
of this year as well.

I remember the bicentennial celebration of our country in 1976! Local small town patriotic
parades and flags everywhere. | was 10 years old at the time. Then President Gerald Ford
stated on July 4™ in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania: “As we continue our American
adventure...all our heroes and heroines of war and peace send us this single, urgent
message: though prosperity is a good thing, though compassionate charity is a good thing,
though institutional reform is a good thing, a nation survives only so long as the spirit of
sacrifice and self-discipline is strong within its people. Independence has to be defended
as well as declared; freedom is always worth fighting for; and liberty ultimately belongs
only to those willing to suffer for it”. Itis difficult to believe that has been a half century ago
and we are still continuing this American adventure.

In keeping with this sentiment, | have reached out to the local chapter of the Military Order

of the Purple Heart to have the City of Hideaway designated as a Purple Heart City, to honor
our Purple Heart recipients and surviving spouses who live here. | will keep you updated on
the progress and any public event associated with it.

The City held a special meeting June 9", to select a new alderman to fill the vacancy due to
a resignation. We had five well qualified candidates who submitted letters of interest,
agreed to be interviewed, and after a discussion and vote, Clark Kaufman was selected to
fill the vacancy. Clark was sworn in and took the oath of office and will assume that
position immediately. It is a good and healthy sign when many people are interested in
serving their community.

We are in talks with companies to bring fiber optic into Hideaway, so we should be getting
some movement on that soon. From the feedback I’ve seen, it is much wanted and
anticipated. It will take some time to get it all installed here, but hopefully well worth it, or
at least to have a choice.

ONCORisinthe final stages of its conversion of our poles and lines to provide more
reliable electricity to our city. They plan on being completed by July 4" weekend, or so they
have told me.

We are blessed to live in this community. Patriotism, celebrations, faith and family. That’s
what itis all about. I hope you all have a fantastic fourth freedom celebration.

Chet Thomas, Mayor



