
How your fire protection fee is determined.   
 

At one time earlier in the history of Hideaway Lake, there was a volunteer 
fire department.  It was comprised of local homeowners and housed in what is 
now the community building.  At one point the Club bought a fire truck for the 
group. 

 
As time went on, the volunteers aged, fewer younger men volunteered, 

and when the city was incorporated in 2001, the Hideaway Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department ceased to exist.   

 
Bill Kashouty (the City’s first mayor) negotiated a contract with the Lindale 

Volunteer Fire Department to provide fire protection for the residents of HAWL 
The City is legally responsible for fire protection under Local Government Codes.   

 
 The $9.00 charge on your monthly bill depends on several factors. These 

factors include: (a) total value of taxable property within the City limits, both 
residential and Club-owned, (The Hideaway Church is exempt as taxable property) 
(b) the tax rate set by Emergency Services District (ESD)#1(of which we are NOT a 
member), (c) a $0.50 administrative fee to cover costs to the Club for managing 
the charge, and (d) the total number of memberships within the City.   

 
The fiscal year for the City runs from Oct 1 each year to Sept 31 of the 

following year.  The Club fiscal year runs from Jan1 of each year to Dec 31 of each 
year.  The monthly amount invoiced by the LFVD is based on the City fiscal year, 
not the Club’s.   

 
Since 2001, the amount of the total monthly charge has been divided in 

some proportion between the City and the members of the Club. The City Council 
determines how much it can contribute.  The City contribution is  based on the 
amount of revenue it receives from franchise fees.  Approximately 95% of the City 
revenue is based solely on franchise fees. 

 
 

 
 

 



 Shown below are the calculations provided by Chief Yeakley in his letter to 
the Mayor in November 2021.  

 
2020 City of HAWL taxable values (per SCAD)  $441,527,533 
Less tax-exempt property* 
Less disabled Vet Exemption* 
Net Calculable Value      $441,527,533 
ESD#1 tax rate 0.053588      $.      280,759 
Less Cost Withheld for SCAD (1.5%)    $.          (4221) 
    Sub Total    $.      276,547 
Less Cost to Tax Collector ($0.75 X 2034 properties) $        (1526) 
Hideaway Annual Contract Cost     $.      275,021 
Hideaway Monthly Payment     $.        22,918 
 
*It is unclear from the data provided by the LVFD whether or not the total taxable 
value excluded the Church appraised value or any disabled vet exemptions.  
 
The City provides the above information to the General Manager.  A $0.50 per 
membership administrative fee is added. The City informs the General Manager 
how much it will contribute each month.  The remaining balance is divided by the 
total memberships and determines what charge the General Manager will 
recommend to the Board when it approves the Budget.  It is essentially a pass-
through arrangement. The Club expenditure for fire protection is included in 
monthly financials that are provided to the Finance Committee and the Board of 
Directors.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


