
Inflation!! 
 
 We are all aware of inflation at the gas pump, grocery store and other essentials.  
 
Now it appears that inflation has impacted what we will all need to pay for fire 
protection.  I recently received information for the Lindale Volunteer Fire Dept. 
(LVFD) that the costs for fire protection in Hideaway will go up significantly next 
year.  This increase is based on two factors: 
 

1. The increase in Hideaway property values and 
2. An increase in the Emergency Services District 1 (ESD1) Tax Rate. ESD1 

includes Lindale and the surrounding unincorporated area.  As the City of 
Hideaway is incorporated, we are not included in ESD1, but we are charged 
the same rate as ESD1. 

 
At one time earlier in the history of Hideaway Lake, there was a Hideaway 
Volunteer Fire Department.  It was comprised of local homeowners and housed in 
what is now the community building.  As time went on, the volunteers aged, 
fewer younger men volunteered, and when the city was incorporated in 2001, the 
Hideaway Lake Volunteer Fire Department ceased to exist.  Bill Kashouty (the 
City’s first mayor) negotiated a contract with the Lindale Volunteer Fire 
Department to provide fire protection for the residents of HAWL The City is legally 
responsible for fire protection under Local Government Codes.   

 
Since 2001, the amount of the total monthly charge has been divided in some 
proportion between the City and the members of the Club. The City Council 
determines how much it can contribute.  The City contribution is based on the 
amount of revenue it receives from franchise fees.  Approximately 95% of the City 
revenue is based solely on franchise fees. 
 
In 2022 the $9.00 charge on your monthly bill for fire protection represents the 
club’s share of paying for fire protection.  
 

 
 

 
 



According to the information provided me by LVFD our Fire protection costs will 
go up over 40% in 2023. 
 
It is not determined at this time how much the club will contribute to fire 
protection in 2023.  Without some form of additional revenue, your city cannot 
pay more.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


