
We were extremely lucky to be able to celebrate the Norfolk Golf Captains Golden Jubilee exactly 
50 years to the day at Thetford GC, which is where the association held its inaugural meeting in 
1976.
For this day it was decided to play a team match – The President V The Captain. Those players 
who had previously held a President or Captain position were duly selected for the respective 
teams. Other players were randomly allocated to teams, and the Captain and President were 
then engaged in motivational efforts to obtain best performances!
During Bacon Rolls and pre-golf coffee Captain Nigel tossed the gauntlet to President Terry in the 
form of a £100 bet/donation for the charity (Priscilla Bacon Lodge in Norwich)
Nigel and Terry announced their teams and the skies cleared to present a nice afternoon for golf.

Thetford GC had greened up quite a lot since the recent prolonged dry spell and the greens were 
up to their usual high standard.  Many NGC members passed positive comments on the recent 
changes to the course.

For the dinner served in the upstairs room overlooking the 18° fairway and green. Chef Tony 
Walton had prepared a wonderful carvery and offered either cheese or Apple Crumble to follow.

Members were very appreciative of the wine which was kindly provided by two of the NGC’s 
previous Presidents – Robin Maris and Paul Filby.

The first after-dinner speech was a belated welcome to TGC from past club Captain and 
President Richard Goodenough. He spoke kindly about the NGC and commented on the first 50 
years. As he stated, the original founders would have been very pleased and proud to have 
instigated and formed this organisation. He encouraged us to ensure the NGC continued to 
flourish. Richard also thanked all the previous and current secretaries/treasurers, without whom 
the NGC would undoubtedly have struggled.
Richard was followed by 2026 President Terry Hewitt, who expounded the merits of the NGC and 
all those that have ensured the continuing success of the Society. He thanked Thetford GC, the 
Manager Harriet Smith, Directors and members for hosting this important day. Nigel Elmar, 2026 
Captain, thanked the green staff and caterers for making the day such a good experience.
One new member, David Sayer, from Royal Cromer was duly presented with his NGC tie. 

Nearest the pin prizes were then announced. The prizes had been provided by the collective Past 
Captains of Thetford GC. This was organised by Roger Squirrell, Richard Goodenough and Peter 
King. On the first hole the winner was Gordon Cartwright, on the third Kwai Li, the eleventh Alan 
Hill and sixteenth John Stimpson.

The Hon sec then called on various players in the different four-balls to provide the score and a 
brief few words about their games. The overall result was the President’s team 6½ the Captain’s 
team 3½. The Trophy was then presented to the President by the Captain and Robin Maris very 
generously provided each member of the winning team with silver threepenny pieces that have 
crafted into ball markers.

The Captain handed over his £100 for the Charity and the President wished everyone a safe 
journey home. A great day was enjoyed by all.

PKF

The photographs below were taken by Kwai Li and copies of individual snaps are available from 
Kwai or the Secretary. 
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