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A Publication of the Elgin Lions Club
PO Box 276, Elgin, Illinois 60121

	
Dear Fellow Lions – 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  Welcome to 2022, hopefully this year will be a blessed, more profitable and more freedom – less pandemic restriction.  Hope everybody had a safe and fantastic Christmas, you all got a chance to spend time with family and friends.  We had our annual Holiday Party on December 7 with soothing Christmas music from the Larkin & Elgin High School Orchestra with all the trimmings.  There were 37 students participating in the Orchestra, a very satisfying evening.
	
Our Lion members were very busy this past month: 1) Poker event on Dec 3, 2) the following morning Dec 4 involve with the Northern Illinois Food Bank at Elgin Comm. College, 3) Dec 7 with the Holiday Party – center pieces, basket, setup, and prizes for the orchestra participants, and 4) Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army at Sam’s Club store on Dec 11 – we raised $750.00, below the number we achieved last year.

Schedule for this month: Lion Sue has a guest speaker for our monthly meeting set for January 4 – please stop by and bring a friend.  

We have another food drive at Elgin Community College on Jan 8 contact Lion Sue if you would like to volunteer.




Regular Meetings
Our next dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 4, 2022, at 0615 pm at the American Legion Post 57 located at 820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, IL.

Board Meeting
Our next board meeting will be held Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at the American Legion Post 57 located at 820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, IL.

Service Initiatives

Eyeglasses Program - Our Eyeglasses Program has been active for many years and is arguably our primary service activity in Elgin. There are many students and individuals in Elgin that cannot afford to buy their own eyeglasses. We work with the U46 School District nursing staff and the Elgin Crisis Center to provide eye examinations and glasses based on an individuals’ financial needs.

Food Drives - Our members continue work with the Northern Illinois Food Bank at their food distribution events at Elgin Community College. In addition, we have food collection bins for nonperishable food items at a number of Elgin schools during the school year. The food collected at the schools is donated to the Elgin Crisis Cener in support of their food distribution program.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing - On Saturday, December 11th the Elgin Lions Club will once again participate in the Salvation Army’s holiday fund raising effort via bell ringing at the Sam’s Club on Randall Road.







Fund Raisers

Poker Night - Our event held on Friday, December 3, 2021, at the Bridgeview Community Center in Bridgeview, IL was a huge success!! Our next poker event is scheduled for Friday, February 23, 2022, at Kings Hall in Lombard IL.
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Rose Day - Word is that our roses are growing very nicely and will be ready for our Rose Day Event. Each year the club sells a dozen roses at a very attractive price with the proceeds going to support the Eyeglasses Program mentioned under Service Initiatives. The U46 Nursing Staff and our Lions work hard to ensure the success of this fund raiser. Last year over 450 dozen roses were sold and we hope to do even better this Spring.
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Miscellaneous Items - Appropriate Lions clothing and insignia are required at our monthly meetings. The vest is always appropriate as is the Lions lapel pin. Our Tail Twister has been advised to fine all offenders.

Members are also reminded to keep the housing committee chairperson advised of their plans to attend the monthly dinner meeting to ensure that food is available for all attendees and that no food is wasted.



Did you know?? 
Originally, the Roman calendar had only 10 months, and it excluded January and February. Two lousy months anyway!

Generally, January is the coldest month of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. 

In the United Kingdom, some people practice “Dry January.” This is a movement to encourage people to quit drinking alcohol for the month in order to encourage public health.

January has two zodiac signs – Capricorn, which is until January 19, and Aquarius, which is for the rest of the month.

January is National Soup Month.

January 16th is Nothing Day and was invented by newspaper columnist Harold Coffin in 1973, this day has no purpose or structure, and no particular way of celebration.

January 20th is Penguin Awareness Day.
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January 27th is Chocolate Cake Day. Some people think every day is Chocolate Cake Day!













	
	


Do you like to bowl – District 1-J Bowling Tournament on Sunday Jan 16 at Fox Bowl in Wheaton, $25.00 per person – contact Lion Gary if you are interested.

Tragedy struck on Dec 10th, as tornadoes took many lives and destroyed towns, businesses and homes in 6 states, an awful sight and close to the holidays.  Lions International has a website for donations:  www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate  
Please give if you can. THANKS.
	
If you are interested in going to LCICon in Montreal in June, registration up to Jan 7 will be $175.00.  Lions International is waiving Charter/Entrance fees up to June 30, 2022; we need new members, bring a friend to a meeting, event or a party – just one.  Lion Janet had a good idea about passing out flyers at the food drive to let families know what we provide.  Lion Sue is going to check with the organizers if this is feasible.
	
I don’t know if you all do New Year’s resolutions, I don’t – hard to keep, but I would like to wish that all your dreams come true, stay healthy, freedom to travel and our pandemic is in the rearview mirror.  Peace!

Gary Hearn
Elgin Lions President
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Service Initiatives (cont’d)

Elgin Foxtrot - Several Elgin Lions are currently working with the Foxtrot Committee on early planning activities for the next Elgin Foxtrot event scheduled for Sunday, June 5, 2022. The last Foxtrot was a huge success and the committee’s goal is to make the next one a larger and even more successful event.

[image: Elgin Valley Fox Trot]

Board Musings 

Information - Check out what Lions District 1-J is doing by logging into their website and pulling up the journal. Their address is https://www.district1jlions.org.  Our club also has a website and it is a major improvement over what we had in the past. Now more information, photos, etc. can be posted. Take a look at it. The address is https://elgin lions.org.

Elgin Foxtrot – Planning continues with several Elgin Lions working with the Elgin Foxtrot Committee regarding activities for the next Elgin Foxtrot event scheduled for Sunday, June 5, 2022. The last Foxtrot was a huge success and the committee’s goal is to make the next one a larger and even more successful event.

Membership - Attention all Elgin Lions! The number of charitable endeavors we can become involved in as a club is dependent on how many active members we have in our club. Many non-profit organizations are having a difficult time regarding the recruitment of new members. We are no different but, as Elgin Lions, we have a responsibility to do what we can to recruit new members.  







Out and About
ECC/Northern Illinois Food Bank – 12/04
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Our Holiday Party – 12/07
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Salvation Bell Ringing at Sam’s Club – 12/11
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On January 20, 1985 Chicago marked its coldest day ever! The Chicago River steamed and cars were frozen in place when temperatures throughout the city reached as low as 27 below zero.
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On January 4, 1809 Louis Braille, who invented a reading system for the blind.
January 8, 1987 - The Dow Jones industrial average first topped the 2,000 level. 







	Doings at other clubs (details can be found on Club websites)

	
	
	


Algonquin – no upcoming events

Dundee Township – no upcoming events 

Crystal Lake – no upcoming events

Elburn
01/25	Free Community Spagetti Dinner

Fox River Grove – no upcoming events

Huntley – no upcoming events
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