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From training to table: Homestead Gardens 
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A Note From Trailblazerôs Executive Director 
 

IŜƭƭƻ ¢ǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊǎΗ 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀƪŜΦ !ǘ 
¢ǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ нлнсΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΦ hǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǇǇƭŜ ŜũŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘΦ 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōŜǧŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǝǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

¢ǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ 

¢ǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ 
ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ-ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǊŜƅŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Lƴ нлнс ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ŘǊƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƭƭǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ 
ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΗ 

.Ŝǎǘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ 

 
 

/ƘǊƛǎ /ƻŀǘǎ 

9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  

Your Network,  

Their Future.  

Scan here to apply for 

our Board and help us 

transform lives.  
!ÓÓ£ć kN×N 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSep5mEXniIMxxE8uxdi-p9OSTaEw1QuQrAi5bJWXMiMrngCAQ/viewform
mailto:chris@thetrailblazerfoundation.org?subject=Spring%20Newsletter
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Health Program 

How do rural Cambodians obtain Health with Hygiene and Wells with Water? 

 

The Health Program, our flagship community 
impact program in Cambodia, is celebrating over 
20 years of development. Launched in 2006 with a 
vision to construct and install bio-sand water filters 
to provide safe drinking water for underserved 
children and families, the Health Program has 
since grown its focus on reducing water-borne 
disease, enhancing household-level hygiene by 
developing essential tools: wells, bio-sand filters, 
and latrines.  

Alongside these essential tools, the local people 
are trained on effective use and maintenance of 
these systems, creating long-term success. 

Partnership is central to the Health Programôs impact. By working alongside trusted 
organizations like Rotary International and collaborating with organizations such as 
GlobalGiving and Buy1Give1 - to name a few, the program can reach and impact more 
children. 

This year, the Rotary clubs: Fort Collins - Breakfast ISC, Denver Southeast, and the 
Highlands Ranch have joined us in supporting additional WASH (Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene) projects providing latrines, wells and bio-sand water filters to over 30 rural 
families - a ñTrifecta of Healthò! 

Please visit our website for more information about our Health Program:  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program 

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/health-program
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Food Security Program 

What Does our "Homestead Garden Training" Mean for Communities in Rural 

Cambodia?  

 

Food security has the power to grow resilience and transform lives, enabling better 
nutrition, strengthening well-being and unlocking agricultural productivity. Trailblazerôs 
"Homestead Garden Trainingò teaches comprehensive agricultural techniques, including 
crop cultivation and animal raising to Cambodian families. 

At the core of the program is the provision of a vital resource - food, which fosters self-
sufficiency, breaks cycles of poverty and prevents malnutrition. This provision of food 
security helps reduce food-related illnesses and low agricultural productivity barriers that 
families face while growing their own crops ð keeping children healthy to support their 
education and futures. With greater access to healthy food, communities can pursue more 
income-generating opportunities, building the foundations for generations to come. 

Please visit our website for more information about our Food Security Program:  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program  

Training - Chicken Raising  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/food-security-program
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Economic Development Program 

How do Community-Owned Funds manage microfinance for Villagers? 

 

With over 26% of people in Siem Reap province living below the international poverty line, 
and many earning far less, rural villagers endure severe economic hardship. In a rising 
trend in rural Cambodia, many families are choosing to remain on their ancestral land, 
actively working to improve their skills and expand their agricultural ventures. 

To combat extreme poverty, Trailblazer empowers rural communities to establish and 
manage their own community-owned Village Funds, micro-finance programs. Alongside 
these micro-finance programs, we provide essential guidance, enabling villagers to access 
small amounts of capital crucial for starting and expanding businesses, investing in vital 
needs like livestock and healthcare. 

By promoting these self-sustaining, Village Funds, Trailblazer helps unlock economic 
opportunities and creates a path toward long-term independence. Since our beginning, we 
have successfully launched hundreds of self-managed Village Funds, which provide essential 
loans to individuals within their communities. 

 

 

Please visit our website for more information about our Food Security Program:  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog 

New VF at Chrey   

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/economic-development-prog
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Education Program 

What Does our ñBridging the Distanceò  mean for Children in Rural Cambodia? 

 

Believing a strong infrastructure creates a more favorable learning environment, we 
undertake educational interventionsðsuch as building government schools and libraries in 
rural Cambodian communities, directly impacting thousands of underserved children. This 
helps improve the learning environment for children and teachers alike, yielding 
measurable results: increased enrollment, higher attendance, reduced dropout rates, 
enhanced classroom efficiency, and improved learning outcomes. 

We also understand the local challenges facing students in Siem Reap province. Many 
families struggle to afford uniforms for their children, which can make attending school 
difficult. To bridge the distance we provide uniforms, school supplies and bicyclesðmaking 
long commutes easier for students while supporting their physical and emotional well-
being. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website for more information about our Economic Development Program:  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program  

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/education-program
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Voices of Gratitude 

Inspired by Your Support  

 

 

< Checkout our blog to read more stories from the field  

Scan the code to learn more about visiting and 
volunteering > 

hƘΣ aȅΗ 

L Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǝƻƴΦ    

DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΗ  L ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ /ƘǊƛǎ ΦΦΦΦ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǘƘƻΗΗ 

¢ƘƻΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ 
- ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊ - ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƪȅΗ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ /ƘǊƛǎ ΦΦΦ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ΗΗ 9ƭƛǎŜ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ /ƘǊƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜǩƴƎ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎΣ aŀƎƎƛΣ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

Volunteers and Visitors  

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƛƴ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΦ 

²Ŝ�[ǊŜ ǎƻ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎΗ    

¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΗ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ /ƘǊƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ wŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ {ƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘΦ   {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΗ  

¢ƘŀƴƪǎΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ {h ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΗ 
.ŀǊō ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ 

Weôre kicking off 2026 with gratitude, and weôre honored to 
share a few kind words from some of our donors, who 
received photos of the filter or well stenciled in their honor. 
Their messages inspire and encourage us as we continue 
over 20 years of community developmentðmade possible by 
your generosity. 

Ā¹£ì¯åNN× ;£¹c 

https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/blog
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/volunteers-2
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/volunteers-2
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/volunteers-2
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/volunteers-2
https://thetrailblazerfoundation.org/volunteers-2







