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Message from Trailblazer Foundation 

Executive Director 
 

 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
Trailblazer Foundation has maintained wonderful support for its mission and projects from individuals, 
foundations, businesses, and granting organizations from around the world, and we thank everyone 
for remaining a part of making a lasting change.  The support we received in 2011 allowed us to 
expand all our services into neighboring villages of those we have been directly working in for years.  
Our well and bio-sand water filter programs are thriving and have provided access to potable water to 
nearly 90,000 people. 
 
Our Agriculture program has grown in interest and demand by more subsistence farmers.  Training 
on composting and fertilizing techniques has enhanced their capacity for self-sufficiency and has 
improved the overall quality of life for their families.  Through the use of appropriate technologies 
farmers increased crop yields and earned additional income.  Trailblazer’s on-site garden continues 
to test re-germination rates of cucumbers, edumame, long bean, eggplant, lettuce, squash, morning 
glory, and has conducted several mushroom production workshops.   
 
Our Board of Directors supports our continued growth with their various skills, knowledge and 
experience, providing the oversight essential to a grass roots organization.  When called upon, 
Trailblazer’s Advisory Board members have brought invaluable insight and advice to our team.  We 
welcome interested individuals to become an Advisory Board or Board of Directors member to further 
develop our skill sets, provide advice and continually strengthen our team. 
 
June 2011 saw the inauguration of our first Library.  This new building serves over 1,000 students of 
the Primary and Junior High level classes for Svay Chek village and the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
The mission and goal of Trailblazer Foundation is to build upon self-sustaining programs which 
promote community and individual growth, and which implements appropriate technologies and 
empowers the individual.  This successful model generated the growing demand for a long list of new 
projects that will keep our teams busy in 2012 and beyond. 
 
There is so much to accomplish and funding is the only thing that limits our efforts.  Please visit our 
website for more information, updates and photos of projects.  We hope you will continue on, or join 
our team, as Ambassadors of Trailblazers.  Together we can keep the development through 
empowerment process going.  Thank you. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Chris Coats 
Executive Director 
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The Need for Water / Affects of Bad Water 

 

 

  
 
Problem:   Cambodia, is a country of 14,000,000 with over 9,000,000 cases of diarrhea.  Unsanitary 
water accounts for 13% of the deaths and 14.8% of the health burden, estimated to be a cost to the 
nation of $448 million a year. 
 
Solution:  One of the easiest ways to combat poverty and disease is to provide access to clean 
water sources.  Bio-sand water filters increase the vitality and livelihood of the users by reducing viral 
contamination by 90%, bacterial contamination by 90-99% and protozoan parasites by more 99%.  
Because of Trailblazer’s implementation nearly 90,000 people now have access to viable drinking 
water. 
 
With out a better source, villagers use and transport water from long distances from deep holes cut 
into the ground, known as ‘traditional’ wells.  Pull pump or cast iron pump wells are low tech and 
appropriate for women and children to use and provides water more quickly and easily.  Having a well 
remedies the problem of little or no access to water.  Once a villager has access to a convenient and 
an ample water source they can begin to think beyond basic life-sustaining capacities.  A well gives 
villagers the ability to irrigate gardens or create fish ponds, whereby improving their food securities, 
ultimately their health, as well as building their earning capacity with the sale of excess provisions. 
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It is our goal that one in every three to five rural village families are provided with a well as a 
consistent source of water.  Bio-sand water filters then ensure that the water is potable.  All wells and 
bio-sand water filters are recorded with GPS locations and have a one year warranty.  Bio-sand water 
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filter recipients receive training in their indigenous language, Khmer, regarding use, maintenance and 
proper water storage techniques, along with basic hygiene and sanitation practices. 
   
Clean water is life’s most basic need, but one in eight people of the world’s population do not have 
access to it.  Around half a billion people treat their water by boiling it, using charcoal, kerosene or 
firewood.  With a bio-sand water filter there is no need to boil the water after filtration to make it safe 
to drink.  They are easy to use, save villagers time, money and firewood, and ultimately improves 
their overall health and the environment. 

  
 

  
 

Bio-sand water filters immediately reduce the impact of water borne diseases.  They alleviate the 
human suffering of sickness, death, lost employment, and the hardship of losing loved ones as a 
result of drinking contaminated water.  Women spend less time caring for the sick and as a result 
have more time to pursue economic sustainability through small business or gardening.  Children 
have more time and energy for education. 
 
Our goal is to provide every one to three families, depending on how the homes are clustered, with a 
bio-sand water filter.  One filter produces 80 liters of potable water each day for drinking, cooking and 
washing.  


