
Celebrating the 75th Anniversary!!

“Kick up your Heels
in Fort Worth!”

National Make It With Wool
Fashion Show & Awards Program

Saturday, January 21, 2023
Omni Hotel

Fort Worth, Texas
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Thank you for joining The American Sheep Industry in Fort Worth, Texas, at the 
annual American Sheep Industry Convention. The Make It With Wool contest 
promotes the beauty and versatility of wool and works with the industry by 
supplying lifelong consumers of wool fabrics, fibers, and yarns.

Wool is an extraordinary fiber, creating the beautiful array of garments on this 
fashion runway. It goes beyond the fashion to become the nation’s most practical 
environmental cleanup material. Its versatility is unequaled. It’s the fiber of 
tomorrow, available to consumers today.

Wool is the fiber from generations past that has a bright future as more 
companies, designers, and home sewers re-discover the valuable properties 
of the best natural fiber on the planet. A fiber that can create fabrics from the 
sheerest gauze to heavy duty rugs and tapestries. Wool is all around you!

The garments you see tonight, created with skill and appearing in every color 
and texture, are the top winners from state contests and represent hundreds of 
entries and many hundreds of yards of fabrics and skeins of yarn.

Many thanks to the MIWW State Directors for their dedication and promotion of 
the contest during the year. Also, a big “thank you” is sent out to the generous 
donors who support this program; your donations are a vital part of the success 
of the Make It With Wool contest.

Now sit back and watch our contestants “Kick up their heels…western style!” 
Best wishes to all the contestants! And, be sure to save the dates for next year’s 
convention in Denver, Colorado.

Program prepared and sponsored by:  The Banner Sheep Magazine

2022 WINNERS and WOOL AMBASSADORS: 

Left to Right: Maria Olsson (Mt. Mary Univ, WI), Design Winner;  
Marissa Sanchez (CA), Junior Winner; Lynda Johnson, National Director,  
Whitney Black (UT), Senior Winner; and Kim Vogley (WA), Adult Winner.

2023
MAKE IT WITH WOOL PROGRAM

presentation of fashion show:
	 meighan stevens
	 MC – MIWW Assistant Representative

	 renata goossen
	 MC – MIWW Assistant Representative

presentation of awards:
	 lynda j. johnson
	 MIWW National Director

	 loveta boyce
	 American Sheep Industry Women President

	 susan shultz
	 American Sheep Industry President

	 anne crider
	 American Wool Council Chair

	 carlon stapper
	 Mohair Council of America President

program staff
	 andrea nisley, ne and kristine goossen, ks
	 Fashion Show Coordinators

	 melinda stevens, at-large miww director
	 and deb deakin, banner sheep magazine
	 Photography

	 omni fort worth hotel
	 Lights and Audio

	 mohammad dezfuli
	 Videography
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STATE DIRECTORS
melinda stevens

At Large

rali burleson
Arizona

robyn foote
Arkansas

april ward
California

gloria cundall
Colorado

tammy hemmerly
Florida

kim monk
Idaho

marilyn donoho
Illinois

marianne dosmann
Indiana

kristine goossen
Kansas

judy williamson
Maryland

cindy reisig
Michigan

glenette sperry
Minnesota

jeanne shuck
Missouri

amanda powell
Montana

andrea nisley
Nebraska

katy lente
New Mexico

meegan veeder-shave
New York

jean thomas
North Carolina

joana friesz
North Dakota

daphne hedgecock
Ohio

lynda latta
Oklahoma

chandra worman
Oregon

linda siegel
Pennsylvania

ann hansen &
patty dezeeuw

South Dakota

dee wolters
Tennessee

jennifer kulick
Texas

karen weight
Utah

ericka suhrbier &
ann roggenkamp

Washington

lorrie riemer
Wisconsin

kelly barlow
Wyoming

NATIONAL JUDGES
Judging for this year’s national MIWW contest was done by well-qualified 
individuals, including sewing and fashion professionals and wool producers. We 
appreciate their expertise and time; judging is never an easy job!!

lee evans lee
Founder, Owner, and Creative Designer for Mrs. Momma Bear Workwear, 
a fifth-generation rancher from west Texas, Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers’ 
Association, Texas Cattle Raisers’ Association

carol macy
National Make It With Wool Winner (Adult Division), former Director of  
Wyoming Make It With Wool

tara mallett
National Make It With Wool Winner (Junior Division)

brian okelberry	
Fifth-generation Okelberry Ranches (1860s – Present), Utah Wool Growers 
Association, American Sheep Industry Association

rhonda pierce 
Marketing Director at Euro-notions and SCHMETZ Needles

brenda seidensticker
Fine wool sheep and Angora goat rancher with husband Charlie, owners of the 
5-5 Farm & Ranch, former Director of Texas Make It With Wool

2022 WOOL AMBASSADORS
marisa sanchez, California

National Junior Ambassador

whitney graham black, Utah
National Senior Ambassador

Be a Winner with Wool!
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congratulations to the

junior division state senior division

----- at-large haley smith
(Arlington, VA)

brilee myers
(Buckeye) arizona courtney hatch

(Tempe)

----- arkansas katie inouye
(Centerton)

olivia frenette
(Linden) california rebekah kasperson

(Palmdale)

morgan stults
(Wray) colorado mary amoroso

(Lakewood)

----- idaho kaylee flodin
(Genesee)

geoffrey ott
(Jacksonville) illinois catherine ott

(Jacksonville)

josslyn massey
(Zionsville) indiana adeline myers

(Lebanon)

vanessa jones
(Wamego) kansas katie buhler

(Wamego)

jessica watts
(Talbot) maryland -----

abbie steele
(St. Michaels) michigan kevina clear

(Niles)

henry lemke
(Watkins) minnesota gretta lemke

(Watkins)

national finalists
junior division state senior division

brogan youngren
(Ronan) montana kiara sherman

(Ronan)

emma olson
(Sargent) nebraska sadie ringenberg

(Lesxington)

zoey townsend
(Cullowhee) north carolina natalie solano

(Fayetteville)

haley missler
(Bryan) ohio hannah missler

(Bryan)

avery fisher
(Okeene) oklahoma -----

madison copenhaver
(Lebanon) pennslyvania natalie sensenig

(Denver)

isabelle mairose
(Kimball) south dakota nicole hauck

(Vermillion)

jacey sealy
(Fort McKavett) texas -----

lizzy lowe
(Springville) utah alec midgley

(Alpine)

josie jamieson
(Pasco) washington kaitlyn lawson

(Lakewood)

bryndalyn kanable
(Richard Center) wisconsin holley wetenberg

(Watertown)

madi dunning
(Encampment) wyoming -----
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2023 DONORS
We are grateful to these individuals and businesses for their generous donations.  
Without their support, National MIWW would not be possible.

platinum donors - $2,500 and over

American Sheep Industry
American Sheep Industry Women

American Wool Council

gold donors - $1,000 to $2,499
American Wool Services Inc. – Sonora, TX

Pendleton Woolen Mills – Portland, OR

silver donors - $500 to $999
The Banner Sheep Magazine – Cuba, IL

Chargeurs Wool (USA) Inc. – Jamestown, SC
Coats & Clark – Charlotte, NC

Dolores’ Unique Designs – Campwood, TX
Double J Lamb Feeders – Ault, CO

Euro Notions (Schmetz Needles) – Willowbrook, IL
Harper Feeders – Eaton, CO

Claire Shaeffer – Palm Springs, CA
Superior Farms – Sacramento, CA

Kim Vogley – Quilcene, WA

bronze donors - $100 to $499
A & E Gütermann Thread – Mount Holly, NC

Kathy Aleman – Gilbert, AZ
American Angora Goat Breeders – Rocksprings, TX

American Lamb Board – Denver, CO
Brown Sheep Company – Mitchell, NE

Rali & Scott Burleson – Mesa, AZ
Campbell Co. Woolgrowers Aux. – Gillette, WY

Center for Knit & Crochet – Mazomanie, WI
Center of the Nation Wool, Inc. – Belle Fourche, SD

Crescent Woolen Mills – Two Rivers, WI
Elfriede’s Fine Fabrics – Boulder, CO

Emma One Sock – Dresher, PA
Fabric Mart – Sinking Spring, PA
Dianne Galloway – Sandusky, OH

Haby Angoras – Uvalde, TX
Daphne & John Hedgecock – Plain City, OH

Helle Rambouillets – Dillon, MT
Lynda & Jim Johnson – Encampment, WY

K S Productions – Solon, OH
Killen Land & Livestock – Angela, MT
Linda Kubik, Atelier – Ritzville, WA
Lehfeldt Rambouillets – Lavina, MT
Leinweber Ranches – Mt. Home, TX

Luv Ewe Farm – Havre, MT
Marcha Labs – Miles City, MT

Mohair Council of America – San Angelo, TX
Pilster Ranch Corp – Alzada, MT

Public Auction Yards – Billings, MT
Roswell Wool – Roswell, NM

Sieben Ranch Company – Helena, MT
Heidi Aleman Sorrano – Chandler, AZ

Speck Angoras – Kerrville, TX
Melinda Stevens – South Webster, OH

The Taunton Press (Threads Magazine) – Newtown, CT
Textile Fabric Store – Nashville, TN

Utah Wool Marketing Association – Tooele, UT
Karen & Sean Weight – Salem, UT

Woolsacks, Inc. – Fredricksburg, TX

friend of make it with wool – up to $99
Beautiful Textiles – Shelby Twp, MI 

Billie’s Designer Fabrics – Chehalis, WA
IG Design Group Americas, Inc. – New York City, NY

Ladder Livestock Co. – Savery, WY
Mountain Meadow Wool – Buffalo, WY

Pamela’s Patterns – Vernon, CT
Sulky of America – Kennesaw, GA

The Make It With Wool National Director and State Directors gratefully 
acknowledge the expert assistance the staff of the Omni Fort Worth Hotel has 
extended to help make our event so successful. We express our deep gratitude to 
each of our generous donors who are the lifeblood of our promotional efforts on 
behalf of the American Sheep and Wool Industry!



-10- -11-

2023
NATIONAL ADULT WINNERS

1st Place
sunni ellington

Utah

2nd Place
briana baeten

Montana

3rd Place
jennifer serr

California

4th Place
marcella matthys

Minnesota

5th Place
martha phelps

Washington

6th Place
anita donoho-ott

Illinois

 
2023 Adult Winner Awards

•	 $500 Cash Award from American 
Sheep Industry

•	 Wool Fabric
•	 Subscription to Threads Magazine
•	 Sheep Pelt 
•	 MIWW Garment Bag and Sash
•	 Travel Iron from National MIWW
•	 Trip to 2023 National MIWW, Fort 

Worth

2023
NATIONAL FASHION/APPAREL 

DESIGN WINNERS

1st Place
estefania espindola

Houston Community College
Houston, TX

2nd Place
emily ivey

Baylor University
Waco, TX

3rd Place
madelynne cordon

Baylor University
Waco, TX

2023 Fashion/Apparel  
Design Winner Awards

•	 $1,000 Scholarship from the 
American Wool Council

•	 Wool Fabric
•	 Subscription to Threads Magazine
•	 Sheep Pelt
•	 MIWW Garment Bag and Sash
•	 Travel Iron from National MIWW
•	 Trip to 2023 National MIWW, Fort 

Worth

SPECIAL AWARDS
Handwork
Cash award (1st place), embroidery 
floss, beads, and roving from National 
MIWW
1.	 _______________________
2.	 _______________________
3.	 _______________________

Outstanding Needlework
Cash award (1st place) from Center of 
Knit & Crochet
Wool yarn from Brown Sheep Company,
Mountain Meadow Wool, and Melinda 
Stevens

1.	 _______________________
2.	 _______________________
3.	 _______________________

Exemplary Construction
Cash award and “Tailoring” Book from 
MIWW
Wool fabric from Dolores’ Unique 
Designs

Junior_______________________
Senior_______________________

Creative Machine Embroidery
Cash award (1st place) sponsored by 
Luv Ewe Farm 
Thread assortments from Sulky of 
America and MIWW

1.	 ______________________
2.	 ______________________
3.	 ______________________

Outstanding Use of Mohair
Cash awards sponsored by Mohair 
Council of America, Speck Angoras, 
Haby Angoras, and American Angora 
Goat Breeders
1.	 ______________________
2.	 ______________________
3.	 ______________________

Claire Shaeffer
Cash award to Jr and Sr using Claire 
Shaeffer Jacket or Dress Pattern
Junior______________________
Senior______________________

MAKE IT WITH WOOL AWARDS
Junior Winner
•	 $1,000 Scholarship from Pendleton 

Woolen Mills 
•	 $500 Cash Award from ASI Women
•	 $250 Cash Award from Cathy Aleman
•	 Subscription to Threads Magazine
•	 Wool Fabric and Sheep Pelt 
•	 MIWW Garment Bag and Sash
•	 Trip to the 2024 NMIWW Contest

Senior Winner
•	 $1,500 Cash Award from ASI Women
•	 $250 Cash Award from Heidi Aleman 

Sorrano
•	 Subscription to Threads Magazine
•	 Wool Fabric and Sheep Pelt 
•	 MIWW Garment Bag and Sash
•	 Trip to the 2024 NMIWW Contest

All Contestants
•	 Wool Fabric from Pendleton Woolen Mills
•	 Thread Assortment from Coats & Clark
•	 Schmetz Gift Bags from Euro Notions
•	 Various sewing prizes from Sean & Karen Weight
•	 Tote bag and Measuring tape from National MIWW
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TOP 2023 HONOREES
National Junior Winner

_______________________________

National Senior Winner

_______________________________

The National Make It With Wool Program is under the Direction of the American 
Sheep Industry Women.

The National Association of Secondary School Principals has placed this 
program on the advisory list of National Contests and Activities.

	 Senior	 Junior
	 whitney graham black	 marisa sanchez
	 Utah	 Claifornia

NATIONAL MAKE IT WITH WOOL PROGRAM
Lynda J. Johnson, National Director

PO Box 215, Encampment, WY 82325 • 307-399-6723
lyndajane13@aol.com • www.makeitwithwool.com


