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Dear Bethlehem,

Thank you for your labor of love which produced a meaningful and encouraging Lent and Easter in which we not only celebrated the resurrection of Christ but saw signs of a post-pandemic renewal of the church.

The fourth and last resurrection appearance of Jesus in the gospel of John, the moment of recognition of the Risen Lord comes in an abundance of fish. 
4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So, they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!

That moment of recognition came for me in the abundance of laborers in the kitchen pouring over strawberry jam and then in the abundance of folks who came out on Palm Sunday. In a new space for fellowship, welcomed new members Jeff and Madysen while celebrating the First Communion of Edwin, Kevin, and Kiki. Over one hundred worshipers then gathered on Easter Sunday to proclaim, Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

What a blessing to enjoy together the beautiful services that were fashioned with your many gifts, including music. On the one hand, as the church re-emerges post pandemic, things will be new, and that scary word, changed. But on the other hand, it was so evident, that Christ the Good Shepherd has accompanied us all along. 

The Risen Lord’s message to the disciples in that Chapter 21 account was this. After he had gotten their attention via the abundance, he speaks intimately and individually with Peter asking a simple question 3 times. 
“Do you love me?”

Upon Peter’s response, “Yes, Lord,” Christ had the same response three times.

“Feed my sheep.”

Whatever our path forward together, as the disciples found post resurrection, it will look like love and feeding sheep. Loving Jesus and loving the sheep. You are now the shepherds, you have a flock to care for, and new sheep will come in to join you. 
Jesus has a simple message to renew our vocation as church is beginning to look full and vibrant again. Jesus asks each of us individually who will take on this role of shepherd in the church, “Do you love me?”  Take some time with that before going on. 
And then, let us renew our commitment to feed and love his sheep, remembering that kindness is born out of patience and love often out of forgiveness. We will not love each other perfectly, but in Christ we will learn to love in new and renewed ways, and that will be enough.

God bless you all, in Christ’s love, 
Pastor Carol

******
BETHLEHEM’S GENERAL
OPERATING FUND

Below is the action report of our giving with dollar amounts for March and YTD.

	2022
	March   
	YTD Actual
	YTD Budget

	Receipts to Gen. Oper. Fund
	$19,681.56
	 $51,360.26
	 $51,510.00

	Expenses
	$18,417.68
	 $49,651.96
	 $51,510.00

	Total Receipts less Expenses
	$   1,263.88
	   $1,708.30
	 $         0.00


BLC had higher March expenses including all our snow plowing and salting for the season, but the General Operating Fund remains in the black. Thank you for your generous offerings.

Property Trust Fund

	2022
	March  
	YTD

	Contributions to Renovation
	$   252.00
	$ 762.00

	Contributions to Property Trust
	$   102.00
	$  102.00


Our Renovation loan balance for our building improvements and sanctuary air conditioners is $57,500. Member gifts to the Renovation Fund will lower his debt.

Chery Peacock, Treasurer

******  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

CHURCH COUNCIL

President: Rachel Campbell

847-695-9024

Vice President: Karin Jones

224-558-9504

Secretary: Gary Ottaviano

847-741-8110

Heather Thomas


847-977-1371

Ronnie Malave


847-873-9940

Jill Olson



847-741-8918

Tom Ayres



847-697-1248

Chris Hunsicker


847-697-8675

Steve Jernberg



224-588-0114

Scott MacDuff



331-210-1219


******    

HELP SUPPORT TROOP 111

The troop is holding a fund raiser selling meat stick snacks. The sticks are $1.50 for one or two for $3.00. Look for them on the Welcome Center or see Marti or Cate. There are eight different flavors like Hot Cajun, Bold Teriyaki, Sweet Maple Bacon, Original Smoked Hickory, Pepperoni, Hot BBQ, Chili Cheese, Sweet Fire.
If you would like a specific flavor, contact Marti at 847-337-0903.

******
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01
Barkley Mapes

02
Linda Fagan

05
Cheryl Peacock

06
Aracely Ojeda

09
James Bacon

10
Nayely Chimal


Megan Olson


Jennifer Shroder

14
Heather Seyller


Carol Book

16
Deb Sensor

17
Leslie Gomez

18
Kathryn Miller

19
Kathryne Depaz

20
Alan Lentz


Haley Banks III

21
Dave Topping

22
Ronnie Malave

29
Jeff Lange  

*****

Worship /Study Schedule 

 

Sunday Services:  9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

In person or on Zoom/YouTubeLive
Call 1-312-626-6799  
Meeting ID: 947 2112 9583  
Password: 058733
 

Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m. 
Call 1-312-626-6799
Meeting: 852 4417 3785 

Password: 387195
Wednesday Activities: 

Call 1-312-626-6799      

Meeting ID: 894 7503 5205  
Password: 088632
 

Thursday Activities: 

Call 1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID 95210094147 
Password: 935958 
Please pray for:                                  

Our BLC members: Karen Allen, Tom Ayres, James Bacon, Karen Dingel, Chuck Edwards, Jackie & Robert Gordon, Bob Graham, Fred Harnish, Karyn Ed Hernandez, Lunsford, Kathra Naviaux, Ashley Ottaviano, Chery Peacock, Wilma Peterson, Shirley Pflederer, Dave Quick, Larry & Juanita Rohrssen, Eugene Wilkening, Sharon Williamson.

Homebound BLC members:  Sigrid Barker, Kathy Lehman, Alan Lentz, Ellen Nelson, Vivian Peck, Mary Schalow.
 

For friends and relatives: 
Paige Allen, Marian Anderson, Armando, Ron Bottcher, Rudy Bicic, Cuca Cartagena, Linda Conn, Jessica Crampton, Ginny & Harry Datisman, Ron Dilbeck, Bob Drafall, Dale Durham, Kathi Fafendyk,  Ed Fagre, Dennis Fagre, Kristen Forman, Michelle G, Robert Goers, Al Grantham, Reed Harnish, Maren Harnish, Jan Hornbostel, Jayme Hext, Ron Hyde, Vicki Kopecky, John Korp,  Erik, Beth and Ryan Lindstedt, Jane Larson, Tina Lunsford, David M,  Janet Mayes, Jordan Mendez, Charlotte Lee Miller, Belinda Mockler, Richard Osar, Sandy Patterson, Tom Peterson, Josh R, Irma Raddatz, Leslie Ross, Eric Samuelson, Diane S, Debbie Sanders, Diane Scholinski, Cathy Selpien, Louise Tuma, Nancy Voross, Michael Weaver Sr., Bruno Zaucha & family.
Our men and women in the Armed Services:  
Jason Patterson (nephew of Shirley Harnish) 
Vanessa & Chris Gallager (great niece & husband of Donna Anderson)  
 Regular Sunday Worship Times 
 

9 a.m. Traditional worship with Peg Youngren. 
9 a.m. Youth group in the Loft.

 

10 a.m. Coffee in the Red Room

 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, led by Arturo Guevara. 
Zoom and YouTube Live available for both services 

 
******

NEW HOPE PARTNERSHIP

The final touches on 57 -59 Elm Ave in Carpentersville are happening: Pouring of the driveways, landscaping will lead the way to the Open House in May 19 at 4-6pm. If you are interested in volunteering at the house, contact Cindy with questions. Otherwise, please sign up on https://volunteerup.com/Login.asp?w=i&o=175 Select that you are a part of the New Hope team the tasks to complete. 
******

EASTER FLOWERS AND 
WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS
Thank you to the following families for donations of flowers and money to World Hunger. 

World Hunger

Karen & Bill Allen: in memory of William & Alice Schmidt
Donna & Dale Anderson: in honor of Loved Ones
Margaret Drafall: in memory of Frank Sarow & Helen Sarow Bekierski
Peggy & Bob Graham: in memory of Carla Rawson
Larry & Nancy Klemm: in memory of Loved Ones
Valerie & Warren Mette: in memory of Ralph & Eloise Bengston and Earl & Marilynn Mette
Jill & Greg Olson: in honor of Loved Ones

Flowers 

Karen & Bill Allen: in memory of Bill, Carol & Tim Schmidt
Rachel Campbell: in memory of Loved Ones
Char & Bruce Carey: in honor of Loved Ones
Margaret Drafall: in honor of Katie, Maddie, Gabby, & Logan
Jennifer & Ryan Eberdt: in honor of our family 
Jeanne & Matt Hergert: in honor of our parents Chery, Pam, and Greg. In memory of John
Marilyn House: in memory of Gladys & Lowell House(parents)
Marti Jernberg: in memory of our parents
Jan & Bill Jones: in memory of Loved Ones
Sandy Lalleman: in memory of Lorraine Mink
Cindy & Jeff Lange: in honor of our grandchildren
Kathie Larson: in memory of Harold and Linnea Larson and brother Peter Larson & Julie Anderson
Christina & Cameron Lichtenberg: in honor of Loved Ones
Sue McIntyre: in honor of our 150th Anniversary  
Valerie & Warren Mette: in honor of grandchildren, Ray, Katie, Hayley & Nick
Jill & Greg Olson: in memory of Jim & Nona Kellogg
Chery Peacock: in honor of three grandkids
Wilma Peterson: in memory of Leon Peterson and Ronald Peterson
Bill Sensor: in memory of Carol Sensor
Inez Tornblom, Vanya, Tina: in memory of Tony, our son and brother 
Peg & Steve Youngren: in honor of Family  

 
******

The Strawberry Festival Treasure Boutique needs your unwanted treasures such as …. Toiletries, Hats, Gloves, Scarves, Belts, Handbags, Wallets, Glass cases, Necklaces, Earrings, Rings, Hankies, Doilies, Candles, Figurines, and of course, jewelry boxes. 

Reminder—there is NO Flea Market this year. The above items can be placed in the south Sunday school starting now. 
Phyllis Mapes 

Strawberry Festival—May 7
There is a pink sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center with many options to help make the festival a success. Turn it into the office or the basket. 

 

******

Hello Strawberry Festival Volunteers,

If you didn't know you were a volunteer, you do now! We are very happily bringing back the Strawberry Festival on May 7th after a little Covid break in 2020 and 2021. If you are on this email, it's because you have either already offered to help or have helped in the past. As all of you know, for the festival to be a success we need LOTS of help! Some of you have already agreed to volunteer and all I need from you is a confirmation email that you are still able to volunteer, where you want to work and if you want the 9-11:30 slot or 11:30-2 p.m. slot. We also need help Friday for set-up and after 2 p.m. on Saturday for clean-up. 
To anyone who has not committed yet, please let me know if you are able to help. We are in desperate need of additional volunteers. 

 

Thank you so much!

Heather Thomas

847-977-1371

******

A FRIENDLY REMINDER

Please contact the church office if you need to use any of our rooms for meetings or special events. If you are person in charge of a group that uses space for meetings, please make sure the office has it on the calendar. Feel free to contact me by phone or email to place an announcement in the Happenings (by Friday) or in the church bulletin announcement sheet (by Thursday at 10 a.m.). Cindy 
Please submit your articles for the Crossings to me via my email:   smharnish@comcast.net. If you have any questions, please call me on my cell 847-404-8099.
Youth Mission Trip Pasta Dinner/Silent Auction

Pasta Dinner will be Saturday, May 14th at 5 pm. The cost is $8 per person/$30/per family of 4. The youth will be serving our guests along with a silent auction. This year will be by reservation only if you want to join us in Wittenstrom Hall for dinner. We will also have take-out available if you wish to support the Youth Group and prefer not to gather in person. 
For reservations & takeout, please call Karin at 
224-558-9504. We are still asking for items to contribute to the silent auction. If anyone wants to ask for a donation from your favorite business or make a fun basket to donate, please call Karin. Some theme ideas are a Movie Night, Arts & Crafts, Date Night, Chocolate Galore, charcuterie, Sweet Tooth, Get Fit, Tea & biscuits, etc., baskets... 
******

