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Dear Bethlehem family,

Serve with all you have!  So was the message from Paul to the Romans, Chapter 12 living as Christians.  9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.   In other words, serve with all you have!  That what I witnessed in the Bethlehem youth and their leaders during our early summer mission trip to Niagara Falls.  In case you missed their testimonies afterwards, here are some excepts as we organize for another exciting year of Youth and Family Ministry.  Stay tuned for events and programming, including a September outing at Sycamore 
Speedway sponsored by Gentry.  May the youth and leaders inspire our mission in 2022-2023.

Parker

In our work group we served with exchange students from Germany, who were really opened to talking about life in Germany.  We just sat down with them and talked for hours during our free time. Together we worked at churches painting and a lot of landscaping.  Everything that we did people were so thankful for because what we did in a few hours, would have taken them days or weeks.

Owen

One long haired Youth Works leader, Jackson, made a deal with me that if we raised $1000 for YouthWorks ministries through t-shirt sales, we could cut his hair.  With 2 days left we were at $400. In one evening, we raised six hundred dollars in 10 minutes, so we reached our goal.  We wondered who was going to do it. He just looked at me and said, “So ok, just don’t mess it up!” I got to cut off his ponytail.  It was a lot of fun to get to know the staff.

Julissa

We had the opportunity to go on a tour of Niagara Falls called the Cave of the Winds.  It was just a little walkway next to one of the falls, and the water was really rushing. On one of the levels there where hurricane force winds, and we were all having a lot of fun. We went twice it was so calming.  Some felt like they were being baptized, but for me I just having a great time with each other, splashed by the water.  I really enjoyed it and bonding with my peers.  On the last day we always have a foot washing, which since it was my last year, for me personally a very emotional experience.  I grew up with these people; there are a lot of bonds.  Afterwards, I gave a little speech and said how much everyone meant to me.

Domanik:  
Marge and Holy Trinity Church really impacted me.  Marge not only let the boys stay in her church, but she let every group work there at least once.  It would have taken her the entire summer to do the work we did to prepare the church for the children’s programs that followed us.  She opened her doors to us and to the community.  She is such a big person of that community.

Gentry (parent/youth leader)

We had a really good time, stopping for a picnic on the way there at Pokegon Park, and then driving to Westlake Community Church where spent the night.  The next day we got up and worshiped with them.  They had a cake for graduates.  The cake was for their graduates.  None of them were there, so we enjoyed the cake.  Niagara Falls is a 9-hour drive, but we took our time.  We ate some candy, took breaks, and made food stops. One the way home, we stopped at Lake Erie.  After that, everyone was tired and most slept, but I had to stay awake to drive.  Overall, it was a great time and I appreciate all your help and the length you went to make this happen.  Thanks

Aracely (parent leader) 
This was my first mission trip, and it was interesting to say the least! The falls were very impactful for me. The view was so amazing there are no words to describe God’s creation, the rainbows; all of it was just very beautiful.  I was happy to join Julissa for her last year and Leslie, my younger daughter Leslie’s 1st year.  The other thing that impacted me, the foot washing how the youth got emotional, connected, and bonded.  Also, the work that we did helping a clothes closet was impactful. They had so many clothes. We helped sort it out and put it out on the yard and the community came and picked up the clothes for free. It was fun, and I think I would probably do it again.

Leslie
Community Missions one of our service sites that impacted me, especially Margo, who we were helping clean out a storage room that was filled.  In her eyes, we helped a lot.  We did a lot of work and Margo was grateful.  Usually, she would do it by herself, but it would have taken her months, but we did it in a few days.

Gigi
We went to Whirlpool State Park which was nice, and I took this cool picture of little whirlpools, nice, in the clear blue water.  The Thursday foot washing really a good experience.  At first everyone goofs off, but then we realize that it’s a serious moment.  We bonded, and it was nice to experience each other’s presence as people opened more than they did in other parts of the trip.

Brenden
The church where we served cleaning up the grounds provided a community lunch, and so they cooked food for us too.  We joined them, and then finished our work.  We re-dug all the landscaping around trees, pulled out weeks and just make the site look better for children’s programs that were starting the next week.  They were very grateful.

Nathan
We were helping sort donated clothes at Community Missions.  They also had food for the community.

Pastor Carol
God’s love became real in these guys and in the big nature of the falls around us.  Our heavenly Father who created all that there is, created all of this, and created each of us. I was so proud to serve with these guys that you have heard from today.  Also, big contributors to the mission work, but not present to share were Lucas, Julie, and Cindy.  Yeah God! for all that we saw and experienced!

Thanks to the leaders including Gentry and Aracely on the trip as well as Karin, Heather, and Cindy on the ground.  Thanks to the entire Bethlehem community who supported us with prayer and financial gifts!  In Christ’s love, Pastor Carol

******
BETHLEHEM’S GENERAL
OPERATING FUND

Below is the action report of our giving with dollar amounts for July and YTD.

	2022
	July
	YTD Actual
	YTD Budget

	Receipts to Gen. Oper. Fund
	$12,367.50
	$108,313.06
	 $120,190.00

	Expenses
	$13,961.84
	$114,889.17
	 $120,190.00

	Total Receipts less Expenses
	$ (1,594.34)
	$ (6,576.11)
	 $         0.00


As we approach autumn, we look forward to going back to our normal church activities.  Our expenses continue, and we are so grateful for all your generous support. 

Bethlehem’s Renovation and Property Trust Fund

	2022
	July  
	YTD

	Contributions to Renovation
	$   422.00
	$   2,424.00

	Contributions to Property Trust
	$       0.00
	$      202.00


Our Renovation loan balance for our building improvements and sanctuary air conditioners is $55,800.    Needing painting is planned for the south side of the church and donations to Property Trust will help cover this expense.
Chery Peacock, Treasurer

******

COMMUNION CUPS FOR ZOOM
If you are running low, please contact Cindy in the office for more – 847-741-8434

*******  
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

2022 – 2023 CHURCH COUNCIL

Regularly scheduled council meetings are on the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 


Gary Ottaviano 
847-209-4564
President
Sherry Liske  

847-857-0363 Vice President
Rachel Campbell
847-695-9024 Secretary

Tom Ayres
Chris Hunsicker 
847-697-8675
Steve Jernberg 
224-588-0114
Scott MacDuff

331-210-1219
Jill Olson

224-760-3034
Jorge Sanchez

224-829-6367
Heather Thomas
847-977-1371
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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03
Nate Sensor

05
Eugene Wilkening


Bill Jones


07
Christopher Lempa

08
Zachary Kohen


Feliciano Rendon

09
Ted Sensor

10
Juanita Rohrssen

11
Donna Anderson

13
Shirley Harnish

14
Richard Uzzell

Karen Heimberg
Hayley Anderson
15
David Quick


Kyleigh Pacello

16
Hayden Jernberg

20
Warren Kenyon


Ivan Chimal

24
Janet Jones

27
Thomas Ayres


Susan McIntyre
28
Craig Field

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN
The Service Team continues to collect “Pennies” to help in funding the Soup Kitchen, which is a ministry that members of Bethlehem take part in the 4th Friday of every month.  Our thanks go to Jennifer Korp, who is the leader of this ministry here at Bethlehem. So, if you can help, there is a jar on the Welcome Center for your donations. Thank you. 

******       
Worship /Study Schedule 

 

Sunday Services:  9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

In person or on Zoom/YouTubeLive
Call 1-312-626-6799  
Meeting ID: 947 2112 9583  
Password: 058733
 

Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m. 
Call 1-312-626-6799
Meeting: 852 4417 3785 

Password: 387195
Wednesday Activities: 

Call 1-312-626-6799      

Meeting ID: 894 7503 5205  
Password: 088632
 .
Thursday Activities: 

Call 1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID 95210094147 
Password: 935958 
Please pray for:                                  

Our BLC members: Karen Allen, Tom Ayres, James Bacon, Karen Dingel, Margaret Drafall, Judy Drommerhausen, Chuck Edwards, Jackie Gordon, Bob Graham, Fred Harnish, Kathy Lehman, Karyn Lunsford, Kathra Naviaux, Ashley Ottaviano, Chery Peacock, Vivian Peck, Wilma Peterson, Shirley Pflederer, Dave Quick, Larry & Juanita Rohrssen, Lindsay Warren, Eugene Wilkening, Sharon Williamson.
Homebound BLC members:  Sigrid Barker, Alan Lentz, Ellen Nelson, Mary Schalow

For friends and relatives: 

Marian Anderson, Donna Book, Ginny & Harry Datisman, Ed Fagre, Dennis Fagre, Patty Gibson, Reed Harnish, Maren Harnish, Jan Hornbostel, Vicki Kopecky, Sandy Patterson, Tom Peterson, Leslie Ross, Diane Scholinski, Louise Tuma, 

Our men and women in the Armed Services:  
Jason Patterson (nephew of Shirley Harnish) 
Vanessa & Chris Gallager (great niece & husband of Donna Anderson)  
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Please re-submit names of family and friends for prayers. The updated list will be in the monthly Crossings. 
Regular Sunday Worship Times 

 

9 a.m. Traditional worship with Peg Youngren.  

 

10 a.m. Coffee in Wittenstrom Hall
 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, led by Arturo Guevara.  

Zoom and YouTube Live available for both services 
******
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NEW HOPE PARTNERSHIP
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New Hope will be working shortly on a new project. We are waiting for permits. It possibly it will be here in Elgin. 


 If you are interested in volunteering at the house, contact Cindy with questions. Otherwise, please sign up on https://volunteerup.com/Login.asp?w=i&o=175 

******     
ALTAR FLOWERS

Mark your family’s special day and beautify the church by signing up to purchase altar flowers for Sunday Service. Order in honor of or in memory of a family member. Contact the office for Sundays that are available.  Cost is $30 for two altar flower arrangements.
******   
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School will meet on Sunday, September 11. Children will stay with their parents during the first part of 9 a.m. worship. Following the children’s message, Cindy will take them down to the Sunday School room for a lesson and craft. The rest of the year, October through December, Sunday School will meet on the first Sunday of each month. If you have questions, contact Cindy at 847-814-3249.

******   

SAVE THE DATE!
Elgin Crop Hunger Walk is Sunday, October 16. 

Our Elgin CROP Hunger Walk website is up and

active  https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/elginil
Please consider joining Team Bethlehem who is a registered team. Cindy has registered.  Cindy is BLC recruiter. If you want to walk, you will need to register on the website above. 
******   
Empowerment through Education 
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Math and Grammar/Writing 
Elementary and Middle School coaching by former teachers

Mondays: 3:30—5 p.m. 
Thursday: 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Call Pastor if interested 
856-655-4743

******  

MUSIC LESSONS 

Open to all. Learn to play guitar, drums, keyboard. 
Group lessons with Arturo. 
Cost: donation. 
Sundays 11:30-12:30 

 
******   

