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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that  
the stone had been removed from the tomb. 

John 20:1 
 

     I don’t know how many times I’ve read this passage in John’s Gospel. Each time, I usually take note of the 
empty tomb. That stone is somehow tossed aside. It’s impossible to miss. It makes you wonder. Surely, this is 
what John, as Gospel writer, wants to convey!  

 

     For some reason this year however, I read this story and I notice something different. It’s funny how you can 
look and look and look again at something and not yet notice the obvious. But here it is. Mary went to the tomb 
while it was still dark.  

 

     Admittedly, I sort of appreciate the dark. Maybe it’s because of my night owl mentality. The night piques my 
curiosity. It energizes me. That’s when the stars come out. The sky dances with meteorites and moon. The sun 
goes down, unveiling a Milky Way and another way to imagine God’s vast, cosmic Creation.  

 

     It’s in the still of the night when you can hear the coyotes bark near the creek and the Barred Owl screeches its 
haunting hoots from its inconspicuous niche next door. Take me into the dark and I take my senses and  
wonderment with me. For me, darkness is great because it unleashes and frames a magnificently detailed  
spectacle of light. It always has.  

 

     I doubt this is the way Mary initially saw things in the wee hours of early darkness of that third day. Remember, 
Mary had been with Jesus for his entire ministry. She remembered how Jesus drew a crowd. She witnessed the 
miracles. She experienced a brother unbound. Lazarus had been raised, and so too were possibilities of God’s 
involvement raised for the world.  

 

     Mary also felt the tremorous trills slice across a Judean sky with cruel shouts of “Crucify him!” Mary was  
steadfast underneath the Cross, even as her own heart was pierced with the reality of terror and grief. Yes, for 
Mary, the early moments of Easter were…still dark.    

 

     A truth of the human experience is that we have all been in the same place as Mary. If we’re honest with  
ourselves, we can relate to the dynamic of dreams being destroyed by the darkness. Family members alienate. 
Pink slips circulate. Lab results scare. COVID fills the air. None of us are immune from the darkness of despair.  

 

     I read this story again this year and I’m thankful to notice something new. That even as Mary was approaching 
the tomb in darkness, John’s Gospel reminds us that God was always there. God was there shining his light 
anew. That even as Mary, dubious and doubtful, grieved and only seeing so far, God was out way ahead guiding 
her down the path of new possibilities.  

 

     When Mary, in all her anxiety weeps out the words, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him,” God answers by revealing a much different reality. It came in the form of two  
angels, helping Mary to see a magnificent light in the darkness, Jesus himself. That even in the midst of darkness, 
as mysterious as it might have seemed, Jesus was there. God’s light had been there all along!  

 

     When we experience the various shades of darkness in life, so often we expect the outcome to be one thing. 
Death. And yet the message of Easter proclaims something different, lively, and new. Easter reminds us that even 
in the midst of darkness there will always be beauty and blessing. There is Jesus. There is light. There is life.  

 

     Let’s not kid ourselves. It’s easy to believe in God when the Sun is out shining bright. It’s easy to believe when 
everything is illuminated pretty in the daylight. I think that’s the way most of us would prefer to project our lives for 
the rest of the world. Faith is easy when life is illuminated by the things that go our way. It’s a much different story 
when the Sun suddenly dips below the horizon and the landscape is shrouded and uncertain in the nebulosity of 
night.  



     And yet, in the story of Mary Magdalene, out of love for Jesus, in the darkness of the third day and of her grief, 
something compelled her toward the tomb. I think God wanted her to see something. That in the midst of that 
darkness he had accomplished his most brilliant and fascinating work. Resurrection.   

 

     Blessings to you as you experience a glimmer of light in the darkness, claiming the hope and power of the 
Resurrection for yourself and this world. Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!  

 

Your partner in ministry, 
 

Pr. Chris 

 

 

    
 

Pastor Glenn 

Peace, 

Get the Morning Star calendar online at 
www.MorningStarOmaha.org/calendar and 

click on “See Complete Calendar”! Email Susie 
in the Church Office to add information. 

Please RSVP with the Church Office! 

Our First Communion students will receive  
communion with their families at this service.  

                                                This year on Good  
                                                Shepherd Sunday, April 
25, we will celebrate recovery/sobriety at the 10 AM  
worship service. Morning Star staff and Faith Partners 
team agreed that this is a good time to focus on how  
Jesus shepherds us in the midst of the chronic diseases 
and conditions that so many of us face. Please join us as 
we walk together in the healing and hope that the Good 
Shepherd has in mind for all of creation. 

The Council approved us-
ing the DCHD COVID-19 
dial to guide re-opening of 
worship. When the dial 

reaches the yellow zone for two consecutive weeks, 
we would recommend reopening worship utilizing 
the same guidelines established in the summer of 
2020. 

A Celebrate Recovery & Sobriety service will be held on 
Good Shepherd Sunday, April 25 at 10 AM! Invite your family 

& friends to join us on Facebook LIVE for this special service. 



Morning Star...a light in the heart of Omaha & Beyond 

Summer Camp is an awesome experience with programs for students K-12th grade! 
Connect with nature and peers this summer as you join us to explore God’s call to 
live FEARLESS (Joshua 1:9) at Camp Carol Joy Holling. Register  and more at 
www.CarolJoyHolling.org. Morning Star is offering a $50 campership for members 

interested in going to camp. Talk to Greta if you are interested in sending your young person with a group from 
Morning Star.  
 

Youth Event:  All youth are invited to come to the church Sunday, April 18 at 6 PM
 for a special service project 

for local college students with the Outreach Committee for Campus Ministries! 
 

Sunday School: Sunday School Videos resume after Easter! Watch your inboxes for more info! 

Green Envelope 
 

Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry invites students more deeply into  
Jesus Christ and the Christian community so they can discover and fulfill their lives as disciples. 
They welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace because God welcomes all! As an 
agency of the ELCA Nebraska Synod, Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry has sites located 
among ten colleges and universities all across Nebraska including Chadron State, Southeast 
Community College Beatrice, Peru State College, Northeast Community College Norfolk, 

Wayne State, Creighton University UNL and UNO. Your Green Envelope gifts, along with our service project help 
below, will help further Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry’s mission! Thank you for being the Light of Christ to 
ALL Creation!                                    

Service Project 
 

We need your help filling 30 care packages for Omaha-area Lutheran Campus Ministry college students.  
Monetary donations received by April 16 will be used for things like crackers, fruit & nut packs, fruit snacks, trail 
mix, candy, hand sanitizer, school supplies, and other small fun stuff. We also need handwritten notes for these 
students and our own Morning Star college students (contact Greta to get a name).  

The Preschool Staff is very excited that Covid-19 Vaccination Clinics have 
opened up for educators. Continuing education is also key for our teachers’ 
success as educators. Our Staff Development Day will focus on the NE Early 
Learning Guideline Standard of Social and Emotional Development. One of 
our primary goals as an early childhood program is to foster social and  

emotional development in children. Helping children manage their feelings and develop positive relationships with 
children from diverse backgrounds are all elements that help us towards this goal.  
 

The Green and Red Stars have been practicing their songs for the Spring Program and it will be a delight for their 
families to be able to see them perform. This performance will be taped. The Week of the Young Child is April 12-

16. This will be a fun-filled week celebrating young children with hands-on collaborative activities encouraging 
movement and healthy lifestyles through music, food, and art. Taking Care of Our Earth is a weekly theme where 
children will learn about recycling and a variety of ways to take care of the natural world. The children will  
complete the month by creating May Day Baskets as a way to show friendship towards others.  

402-393-8215  Preschool@MorningStarOmaha.org 

Thank you to everyone who participated and donated to the Table Grace Annual  
Fundraiser held virtually on March 5! Thank you for your Green Envelope donations to 
Table Grace Ministries during the month of March! Your support helps Table Grace  
continue to nourish hungry bodies and souls every day. Thank you to everyone who shared gifts and talents 
throughout Lent, Holy Week and Easter. You are all a blessing! On April 11, Table Grace Café has been open for 
10 years. WOW! Check out Share Omaha’s “Do Good” Week April 19-25:  
https://shareomaha.org/nonprofit/table-grace-ministries.  
 

You are invited to assist Table Grace Cafe in continuing to serve for years to come by becoming a Matching  
Monday donor. Sign up at nhbs.cc/matchingmonday. We’ll let you know what Monday to match, and what  
donations came in the donation box that day. Find out more about the impact of Table Grace on the community at 
tablegraceministries.com/2020annual.html.  

Gods Reach  
Envelops Every Need 
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April AnniversariesApril AnniversariesApril AnniversariesApril Anniversaries    

April BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril Birthdays    

Don & Bonnie Daubman 3 

Dan & Sherry Charf 15 

Adam & Ande Johnson  24 

George & Marcia Bergstrom 29 

• The Council approved moving forward with the 
COVID Task Force proposed recommendation 
to use the Douglas County Health Department 
COVID-19 dial as a tool to guide re-opening of 
worship. When the dial reaches the yellow zone 
for 2 consecutive weeks, we would recommend 
reopening worship utilizing the same guidelines 
established in the summer of 2020. 
www.douglascountyhealth.com 

 

• The preschool staff and church staff began        
receiving the vaccine this week!  The vaccine 
schedule has been staggered to ensure             
appropriate staffing. 

 

• We’ve already received applications for the       
Preschool Director position and are excited to fill 
that position. 

 

• The Council approved the purchase of some      
additional technology to enhance our virtual      
services. The purchase includes two cameras 
and will provide a better virtual experience as 
well as building redundancy into the               
process. Thanks to Kyle Wolfe and Art Lorenz 
for making virtual worship a possibility.   

Tarah Peterson April 01 
  

Mona Lierler April 12 

Ezra Priesman April 01 
  

Janet Forney April 13 

Corey Stafford April 01 
  

Michael Williams April 13 

Laurel Mooney April 02 
  

Brynn Wiebers April 14 

Bryce Nabity April 03 
  

Kylie Warboys April 15 

Hallie Tonniges April 03 
  

Drake Stafford April 16 

Chris Hedican April 04 
  

Irene Bruckner April 18 

Lesley Turner April 05 
  

Nick Bowman April 20 

Deb Washburn April 06 
  

John Jacobson April 20 

Beverly Jessen April 07 
  

Anna Moeller April 20 

Kyle Wolfe April 07 
  

Dianne Saitta-Misiunas April 20 

Tinsley Garges April 08 
  

Amanda Nye April 24 

Jesse Warboys April 08 
  

Karen Hawkins April 25 

Fletcher Placzek April 09 
  

Amy Hawkins April 25 

Ron Ruh April 09 
  

Roger Ackerman April 27 

Lynn Lindquist April 10 
  

Lauren Gilmore April 27 

Lori Peterson April 11 
  

Addie Elshire April 29 

Donna J. Walter April 11 
  

Noah Hawkins April 29 

Laura Beeghly April 12 
  

Nolan Zimmer April 29 


