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WROOT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER 2020 

Present:
Chairman – Councillor P. Bayes



Councillors: - J. Aconley, A. Gee, A. White, D. Compton, R. Hopkins.

DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS



There were no declarations.

ITEM 1 -
APOLOGIES for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. J. Baker.

ITEM 2 -
MINUTES of the meeting held Tuesday 6 October 2020 were proposed as a true record by Cllr. Gee, seconded by Cllr. Aconley and all were in agreement. The Chairman signed the minutes.

ITEM 3 -
MATTERS ARISING 


There were no matters arising not on the agenda.

ITEM 4 -
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(i)
Balance of HSBC Accounts:



           £

· Community Account



    16,281.57
· Money Manager Account 


         650.68
(ii)
Accounts for Payment:

·  D. Telford – Salary – October 2020
 
         242.65
·  Inland Revenue – Income Tax – October 2020  
           60.60

·  D. Telford – Salary – November 2020 

         242.65

·  Inland Revenue – Income Tax – November 2020         60.60

·  D. Telford – Salary – December 2020 

         242.65

·  Inland Revenue – Income Tax – December 2020         60.60
 
·  Wroot 100 Club – Christmas Tree 
    
         120.00

·  St. Pancras Church – Donation 


         500.00

·  N. Smith – Verges/Bridleways/Orchard/MUGA      1,397.40

·  PKF Littlejohn LLP – Annual External Audit 
         288.00

Cllr. Compton proposed payment of the accounts for the months of October, November and December 2020, seconded by Cllr. White and all were in agreement.

Resolved:
That the accounts for the months of October, November and December 2020 be approved for payment.


(iii)
Parish Precept and NLC Grant:

The Clerk advised Members that he had been contacted by NLC since the agenda had been distributed seeking the Parish Council Precept and NLC Grant required for the year 2021/22. The Clerk referred to the current Community Account which was still quite healthy and suggested that the Precept and Grant should remain £10,500 the same as in previous years.
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Parish Precept and NLC Grant (Cont’d):
Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Parish Precept inclusive of NLC Grant should remain at £10,500, Cllr. White seconded the proposal and all were in agreement.

Resolved:
That the Parish Precept inclusive of NLC Grant for 2021/22 remains the same as last year at £10,500.

ITEM 5 -
PLANNING MATTERS
· PA/2020/1015 – Planning permission for change of use of agricultural Buildings to use for the manufacture, fabrication and associated works at Bull Hassocks Farm Idle Bank Westwoodside – Full Planning Permission Granted - Noted.

· PA/2020/1673 – Planning permission to create a drainage/wildlife pond at Pig Farm Sand Lane Wroot.

The Parish Council objects to this application on the basis that it is unlikely to be purely for a wildlife habitat and that it may be for commercial use, also that it may be dangerous to thrill seeking children who might want to swim in it. 

In the event that planning permission is deemed appropriate, conditions are placed on the use to keep it to the description, forbidding any type of commercial or casual angling use, for the reason that this would require more vehicular access down Sand Lane, an unadopted highway in poor condition.

· PA/2020/1915 – Application for determination of the requirement for prior approval for an agricultural building for cattle at Land off Thorn Bank Wroot – Prior approval not required - Noted.

· PA/2020/1367 – Planning permission to erect a two storey front extension at Sandy Ridge, High Street Wroot – Full Planning Permission Granted _ Noted. 

· PA/2020/362 – Planning permission to erect 15 lodges, three glamping pods, a reception and office, and new vehicular access on land adjacent to the ponds, Poles Bank, Wroot – Permission Refused - Noted.
Members expressed their gratitude to the large number of residents, Andrew Percy MP and Ward Cllr. David Rose who had all supported the Parish Council and individually objected to this application. 

ITEM 6 -
HIGHWAY/ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


Cllr. Gee reported that there were still several potholes on the C202


Cllr. White reported potholes at Poles Bank, and that the dog waste bin on the public footpath leading across the field from the school to Woodside Lane had still not been replaced.

ITEM 7 -
ALLOTMENTS


The Clerk reported that the solicitor representing Mr & Mrs Nightingale had suggested a site meeting on 19 January 2021 at 10.00am to discuss a way forward. It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. Baker would represent the Parish Council along with the Parish Clerk if government restrictions permitted.
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ITEM 8 -
NEW WOODLAND AREA – ADDITIONAL FUNDING


The Clerk reported that he had heard from NLC Community Grants Team that approval had been granted to both phases of the development, and that a grant of £2,665 had been approved for phase 1, which was the site clearance and tree planting, and £3,070 had been approved for the fencing gate and wildflower planting. The claim form for the phase 1 grant will be completed this week.

ITEM 9 -
COUNCILLORS REPORTS


Cllr. White reported that residents were extremely concerned about the lack of response from NLC regarding the new bus service connecting the village to nearby towns.


Concern was raised regarding what appeared to be the permanent stationing of a caravan at The Nook Caravan Park. It was agreed that the situation would be monitored.

ITEM 10 -
CORRESPONDENCE

· NLC – Forthcoming Meetings January 2021 – Notice Board
· Church – Request for Donation - determined
· Amey Vegetation Management – Notification of tree trimming requirement Playing Field Wroot to protect electricity cables – No cost to the Parish Council - Noted. 

· The Revd Paul Wilson – Letter of thanks for donation of £500 to St Pancras Church – Noted.

ITEM 11 -
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Clerk reported that the external auditor had referred to the fact that the audit of accounts documents had not been published on the Parish Council Website, although the documents had been displayed on the Parish Notice Board. The Clerk explained that he was having difficulty accessing the website and did not wish to call in the computer engineer during the current pandemic.

The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council make plans to produce a calendar for 2022; all were in agreement.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked Members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 3.10pm.

Signed..................................................(Chairman)  Dated................................

