
or…  Don’t Panic!
Safety on Board
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Why safety?

…in 2019 the USCG counted 4,168 accidents 
involving over 600 deaths, 2500 injuries 
and over $55 Million in property damage.

Boating is dangerous, Things can go wrong. 
so…  we need to Be Prepared. 
to do this we utilize Risk Management and 
Risk Mitigation…  
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Our discussion today
• Risk Mitigation and Risk 

Management 

• Principle areas of potential 
emergencies 

• Swiss Cheese model for 
accident avoidance 

• What can we utilize from 
big ship safety SOLAS  

• Take Big Boat safety to the 
small boat 

• GMDSS overview 

• Safety planning and 
training on your boat 

• Creating a safety plan for 
your boat and crew
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation

We all accept some level of risk

Risk Management 

We need to REDUCE that level of RISK as much as possible. 

Risk management is the identification, evaluation, and prioritization of risks followed by coordinated and economical application of resources to 
minimize, monitor, and control the probability or impact of unfortunate events.

It basically means we look at each Risk, the probability of it happening, and the cost/effort associated with reducing  
the damage occurring if a given situation happens. 

Risk Mitigation is the effort of Risk Management to reduce the chance of  
any given risk and the damage that might occur if that actual Risk occurs. 
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk on Board

Fire
Flooding

MOB
Injury to crew and guests

Damage / Equipment failure

Captain Georgia Hilton



Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Fire
Fires are among the more dangerous, yet preventable, accidents that can occur onboard a boat.

Common location that Fires might start
Engine Room / Compartment 

Galley 
Stores 

Laundry 
Batteries / Electrical
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Flooding
Sinking sucks.

Common location of Flooding
Through Hulls / Seacocks 
Stuffing Box / Shaft Seal 

Damage from running aground 
Hatches 

Collisions / Allisions
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Man over board

Common causes of an MOB Situation.

Rough Weather 
Trip / Falls 

Focus 
Sharp Turns (Powerboats) 

Crew / Passenger caught off guard by movement of Boat 
Getting on / off boat 

Capsizing 
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1/2 of recreational boating accidents happen in Calm Waters! 
All are unexpected. 



Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Injury
Injury to Crews or Guests

Common causes of an injury on board. 
Alcohol is the leading contributing factor of accidents on board 

Lack of Proper Safety gear 
Focus 

Running Aground  
Crew / Passenger caught off guard by movement of Boat 

Falls / Tripping 
Line Handling 
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Health
Crew/Guest sickness

Seasickness 
Contaminated Food or Water 

Existing / Underlying Conditions 
Stings / Bites 
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Damage
Stuff Happens…

Common causes of Damage to your Boat
Lack of Maintenance 

Rough Weather / Storms 
Docking / Anchoring 

Wear and Tear 
Faulty or incorrect Navigation 

Faulty Electrical Systems 
Bad Fuel / Overheating 
Rig improperly tuned 

Running aground 
Collision / Allision 
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Basic Boating Safety
Areas of Potential Risk

Equipment Failure
Nothing lasts forever…

Common causes of Equipment Failure
Lack of Maintenance 

Rough Weather / Storms 
Docking / Anchoring 

Wear and Tear / Old Equipment 
Improper Equipment 

Engine / Drive Train Failure 
Rig improperly tuned 

Collision / Allision 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

Captain Georgia Hilton

James Reason’s “Swiss Cheese” model of accident Causation

Each barrier to an accident represents a defense against failure.

If all barriers are breeched the accident happens. 
An example:   
Barrier 1:  Training 
Barrier 2:  Implementation 
Barrier 3:  Operation 
Barrier 4:  Safety Systems 

If a flaw in each Barrier is breeched the accident can happen. 



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

Emergencies tend to get messy so DON’T PANIC

Captain Georgia Hilton

Most emergencies tend to be multi level and can easily get worse by mistake.
Training and planning is critical

You do what you practice. Plan for emergencies and train to execute emergency response

You’re sailing on a nice day, you and the mate are on deck, with a couple steaks cooking in the galley by your cook,  perfect day.
You’re guest on board is standing up on the bow taking a selfie… 

A power boat blows past, the wake hits your boat.  
and… 

He slips and goes over the side.   MOB emergency 
You swing into action, you mate drop sails… 

You swing the boat around in a perfect Williamson Turn… except the main wasn’t all the way down  
and the mate is now unconscious on deck from being hit in the head by the boom as the boat heels abruptly.   MEDICAL emergency 

And, by the way, the cook, who didn’t know you were turning spills grease onto the propane stove, the fire flare up lighting the 
port hole curtain on fire.   FIRE emergency 

And no one was paying attention to the original problem, the MOB victim,  now drifting away… 

IF you had trained with the crew. you would have yelled MAN OVERBOARD, The cook would have immediately turned off the stove, grabbed the med kit, 
jumped on deck, throwing a life ring and maintaining eye contact with the MOB. The mate would have dropped the sails and signaled to you ready to turn 

and you would have announced commands prior to maneuvering. You would have made that perfect turn, the mate would be ready with recovery gear and the cook 
would be tacking the victim and ready to assist the mate with recovery while you navigated the boat, had situational awareness, signaled a MAYDAY if required  

and focused on recovery. 



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

How do the big boats/ships mitigate risk and what can we learn from them?

SOLAS

Captain Georgia Hilton



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

Safety Of Life At Sea

SOLAS

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 

SOLAS is an international maritime treaty which sets minimum safety standards in the 
construction, equipment and operation of merchant ships. 

A large part of SOLAS is managed and enforced in the USA by the USCG 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS
A focus on some SOLAS aspects that pertain to small boats 

Fire Protection, Detection, and Extinction 
Life-Saving Appliances and Arrangements 

Radio Communications 
Safety of Navigation 

International Safety Management Code - ISM 
Safety Management System - SMS 

Training and Drills 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Focuses on Engine Room, Galley, Flammable Stores,  Laundry Spaces 

Probability of Ignition 
Fire Growth Potential 

Smoke Generation and Potential Toxicity 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Suppression of Fire 

Control of Smoke spread 
Containment of Fire 

Notification to Crew and Passengers 
Fire Fighting 

Means of Escape 

Instructions 
on board drills  

maintenance of Fire and Safety Equipment 
Captain Georgia Hilton



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Approved Fire Fighting Equipment 

https://cgmix.uscg.mil/Equipment/EquipmentSearch.aspx 

Fire Detection Equipment 
Backfire Flame Arresters 

Fire Dampers 
Fixed Fire Systems 

Automated Ventilation Shutdowns 
Fire Extinguishers 

Fire Blankets 
Fixed Fire Suppression Systems 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Fire Detection, Suppression, Fire Fighting on your boat 

Smoke Detectors, Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
Fixed Suppression System in Engine Space 

Fire Blanket in Galley 
Limiting Fire Spread 

Fire Extinguisher Type, Quantity, and Placement 
Training and Drills 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Fire Detection, Suppression, Fire Fighting on your boat 

Install smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors in key locations 
Create a Fire Emergency Plan and PRACTICE it with guests and crew 

Inspect Electrical Systems quarterly 
Don’t Overload Power Outlets 

Select, Install and Maintain proper Fire Extinguishers 
Inspect cooling and exhaust systems monthly 

Do not leave portable heaters or open flames unattended on your boat  
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Fire Detection, Suppression, Fire Fighting on your boat 

CLASS A - wood / paper 
CLASS B - flammable liquid or gas 
CLASS C - electrical fire 
CLASS D - metal fire (titanium, magnesium, sodium, etc) 
CLASS K - cooking fires (Oils, fats)  
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - FIRE PROTECTION
Fire Detection, Suppression, Fire Fighting on your boat 

ABC POWDER fire extinguisher - Class A,B,C ( leaves residue requiring cleanup) 
CO2 fire extinguisher - Class B fires (no residue) 
WET CHEMICAL fire extinguisher - Class K   ( cools and smothers ) 

USCG approved: less than 26 ft    One UL 5-B Extinguisher  - capable of putting out 5 square 
feet of Class B (liquid) fires.     2.5 to 5 lbs Dry Chem (Powder)  ABC extinguisher  

USCG approved: 26 to 40 ft  Two UL 5-b or One UL 20-B extinguisher   20-B is a 10 lbs Dry 
Chem ABC extinguisher 

USCG approved: 40 to 65 ft  Three UL 5-b or One UL 20-B extinguisher + One UL 5-B   20-B is a 
10 lbs Dry Chem ABC extinguisher
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real World - FIRE PROTECTION
Fire Detection, Suppression, Fire Fighting on your boat 

Rhapsody On Blue - 39 foot Sailboat 

FOUR   5 lbs ABC Amerex or Ansul Dry Chem ABC extinguishers 
ONE      Fire blanket 
TWO     Smoke detectors 
TWO     CO2 detectors 
               

And don’t forget about the Marina you are staying in. 
Review the Firefighting and Alarm systems they may have.
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - LIFE SAVING
Approved Life Saving Equipment 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/PFD/ 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/SurvivalEquipment/ 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/VDS/ 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/Thermal/ 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/Ladders/ 

Personal Floatation Devices ( PFD) 
Throwable Devices 

Life Raft and Associated Gear 
Visual Distress Signals (VDS) 

Exposure Suits 
Climbing Ladders 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - LIFE SAVING
https://uscgboating.org/images/howtochoosetherightlifejacket_brochure.pdf 

Personal Floatation Devices (PFD) 
Type I PFD - Offshore ( designed for rough weather, where rescue may take some time, turn an unconscious victim face 
up ) 
Type II PFD - Near Shore ( calm waters, quick rescue ) 
Type III - Floatation Aids  (non inflatable or inflatable vests) 
Type IV - Throwable Devices  ( cushions, Horseshoe or Life rings ) 
Type V - Special Use  ( developed for special use, kayaking,  wake boarding, wind surfing ) 

Type I PFD for each person on board - required for commercial vessels 
Type II PFD for each person on board - required for recreational vessels 
Type IV All boats 16’ or over are required to at least ONE throwable device 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real World - LIFE SAVING
Rhapsody On Blue carries 

4 TYPE I PFDs 
6 TYPE II PFDs 
2 TYPE III Inflatable vests 
1  TYPE III High end Inflatable vest ( with waterproof PLB and Emergency Light attached ) 
2 TYPE IV Throwable devices 

Jacklines on port and starboard 
Everyone is clipped in offshore 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - LIFE SAVING
Life Boat and Associated Gear for a smaller boat 

Inflatable Liferaft 
Size and Type is determined by Capacity and Rescue Time 

Capacity - between 4 and 25 persons 
Rescue Time - Less than 24 hours or Greater than 24 hours ( also SOLAS requirements for offshore ) 

Your Dingy - as a last resort 

Captain Georgia Hilton



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real World - LIFE SAVING
Life Boat and Associated Gear for a smaller boat 

Inflatable Liferaft 
Size and Type is determined by Capacity and Rescue Time 

Capacity - between 4 and 25 persons 
Rescue Time - Less than 24 hours or Greater than 24 hours ( also SOLAS requirements for offshore ) 

Your Dingy - as a last resort 

Rhapsody On Blue carries  
One 8 Person SOLAS approved Life Raft - stowed aft in compartment on transom 
One 4 to 6 Person Life Raft - on deck with hydrostatic release 
One Inflatable 4 person RIB w/motor ( our Dingy ) - stowed not inflated   
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Medical Equipment
First Aid Kits / Oxygen / AED / Support documentation / Emergency Medical Support

Captain Georgia Hilton

First Aid Kit ( basic first aid ) 
EMT kit ( First Aid, CPR mask, Minor wounds, topicals, bandages/dressings,  
splints, irrigation kit, medical instruments, infection control, burn kits, etc 

AED 
Oxygen Bottle and mask, regulator 

Support Documentation ( How to manuals and documents ) 
Emergency Medical support contact information for your area of cruising ( phone numbers for emergency response )

Recommended courses 
Red Cross First Aid & CPR 

Wilderness First Aid  
USCG Basic First Aid 

USCG Medical Care Provider 



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Medical Support

Captain Georgia Hilton

PATIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

IF it’s NOT written down, IT DID NOT HAPPEN.  



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Medical Support

Captain Georgia Hilton

Support Numbers 

https://www.gwdocs.com/specialties/emergency-medicine/maritime/ 
https://www.whoi.edu/marine/PDF/08.4%20Medical%20Evacuations.pdf 

GW Maritime Medical Access 202-715-4219 
GW Maritime Medical Access 202-741-2936 

Divers Alert Network 919-684-9111 
Atlantic USCG SAR 757-398-6700 

RCC Norfolk 757-398-6231 
RCC Miami 305-415-6800 

National Poison Control 800-222-1222 
Medical Global Rescue 617-459-4200 

https://www.gwdocs.com/specialties/emergency-medicine/maritime/
https://www.whoi.edu/marine/PDF/08.4%20Medical%20Evacuations.pdf
https://www.gwdocs.com/specialties/emergency-medicine/maritime/
https://www.whoi.edu/marine/PDF/08.4%20Medical%20Evacuations.pdf


Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - Signals
Visual Distress Signals (VDS) 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/VDS/ 

Red Hand Flares - 500 candle power 
Signal Pistol for Red Parachute Flares 

Hand Held Red Parachute Flare 
Red Aerial Pyrotechnic Flare 

SOLAS approved 15,000 candle power Hand Held Red Distress Flare 
SOLAS approved 30,000 Candle power Red Parachute Flare 

Floating Orange smoke signal 
50 Second Orange smoke signal 

15 Minute floating Orange distress signal 
SOLAS approved 3 minute Orange smoke distress signal 
SOLAS approved 15 minute Orange smoke distress signal 

Orange Flag distress signal 
Electric S-O-S distress light 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real World - Signals
Visual Distress Signals (VDS) 

USCG recommendations for Recreational boats 

Boats under 16 ft  
only required when operating sunset to sunrise 

Boats 16 ft or over  
1 Orange distress flag or 1 electric distress light  

OR 
3 handheld or Floating Orange smoke & 1 electric distress light 

OR 
3 combination Red Flares and hand held, meteor, or parachute flare 

Rhapsody On Blue carries 
6 Hand held Flares 
1 Pistol system with 4 Red Parachute Flares and 4 Meteor Flares 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

Approved Radio Equipment 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/47/80.905 

Each vessel must be equipped with a VHF-DSC radiotelephone capable of transmitting and receiving 
necessary to communicate with a public coast station or U.S. Coast Guard station serving the area 

in which the vessel is operating. 

Captain Georgia Hilton
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
Make sure you get your FCC Ship’s Radio License 

and Your FCC Marine Radio operator license 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
GMDSS 

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 

 The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System is an internationally agreed-upon set of safety procedures, types of 
equipment, and communication protocols used to increase safety and make it easier to rescue distressed ships, 

boats and aircraft. 
Area 1 - VHF coverage ( 30 Mhz to 300 Mhz ) 
Area 2 - excludes Area 1 and has MF coverage (300 Khz to 3 Mhz) 
Area 3 - excludes Area 1 and 2 and has INMARSAT coverage ( satellite Communications ) 
Area 4 - excludes Area 1, 2, and 3 - mostly the Arctic and Antarctic   
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - GMDSS

Captain Georgia Hilton

If you declare an emergency on your small boat 

 - Call a Mayday on VHF 
-  Call a Mayday on MF/HF 
-  Fire off your EPIRB 

The EPIRB signal is picked up via COSPAS / SARSAT satellite systems 
and relayed to  a Coast station. Data from your registration is added 
to the Mayday and the Coast Station alerts any near by GMDSS 
shipping and the USCG.  

If the radio signal (VHF, MF, HF) is heard by a GMDSS equipped ship 
it relays the information directly to the Coast station or relays to 
another ship close enough relay to a Coast station. It also either 
responds to you directly or during the relay another GMDSS ship 
may hear the relay and respond directly to your location.  

SAR authorities mange and coordinate the GMDSS calls and 
response to you.  



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

SOLAS - GMDSS
Interacting with GMDSS on a small boat 

VHF Radio   Ch 16   DSC 70 
Emergency VHF/GMDSS Survival Radio 
MF Radio    
HF Radio     
406 Mhz EPIRB 
(Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon) 
GPIRB 
(Global Position Indicating Rescue Beacon)  
SART 
(Search and Rescue Transponder) 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on  your boat

Real World Assistance Access
Interacting with GMDSS on a small boat 
VHF Radio   Ch 16   DSC 70 
Emergency VHF/GMDSS Survival Radio 
MF Radio    
HF Radio     
EPIRB / GPIRB   - Make sure you register it!   https://beaconregistration.noaa.gov/RGDB/forms 
SART 

Captain Georgia Hilton

Rhapsody On Blue carries 
2 VHF radios, one with DSC calling 
2 VHF emergency handheld radios with GPS and DSC calling 
1 GPIRB (EPIRB with GPS registered with NOAA) 
1 PLB (Personal locator Beacon registered with NOAA)



Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on “Big Boats”

SOLAS - SAFETY OF NAVIGATION
SOLAS part V is a must read for watch keepers on ANY sized boat. 

Officially applies to large ships but… 

Charts and Chart updates ( Electronic and Paper ) 
ECDIS ( Electronic Chart Display and Information System) ( MFDs / Chartplotters /  

Computer based Navigation 
Radio Communications 
Bridge Watch Keeping 

Ships Logs 
SAR (Search and Rescue) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/343175/solas_v_on_safety_of_navigation.pdf 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real world - SAFETY OF NAVIGATION
Situational Awareness!   

Keep a sharp lookout at all times 
Keep your charts and electronic charts up to date 

Maintain a navigational log book 
Maintain a general ships log book 

Maintain up to date knowledge of weather 
Be aware of tides and currents 

Understand and utilize COLREGS 
Plot you position regularly 

What does regularly actually mean? 
off shore you can plot over long periods of time 

Near coastal plot your position based on time to nearest danger 
Coming into port large ships plot their position every 60 seconds   
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real world - SAFETY OF NAVIGATION
Situational Awareness!   

Electronic Navigation 
RADAR is the best Electronic system you have for navigation 

… if you know how to use it. 
ARPA or MARPA 

(Automatic RADAR plotting Aid, Mini Automatic RADAR plotting Aid)  
Sea Stabilized, North up or Heads up.  

  
Collision Avoidance 

Plotting your position 
Weather Data 
Guard Zones 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real world - SAFETY OF NAVIGATION
Situational Awareness!   

Recommended Navigational Assistance Documentation 

Up to date Tide Tables & Current Tables 
Coast Pilot 
Light List 
Paper Charts ( NOAA download ) 
https://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/ 

https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/publications/coast-pilot/index.html 

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/tide_predictions.html 

https://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml 
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Basic Boating Safety
Risk Mitigation on your boat

Real world - SAFETY
 Properly Equipped Boat / Tools and repair parts 

Fire detection / Fire fighting equipment 
MOB safety Gear / PFDs / Throwable devices 

Harnesses / Jacklines / Attachment Points 
EPIRB / GPIRB / PLB /  

Life raft 
Communications Equipment 

Safe Navigation with redundancy and proper operations

Captain Georgia Hilton

Training and Drills with crew and guests 

Pre Departure Safety Chat 

DON’T PANIC document for your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

OVERVIEW

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Medical

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Medical and Medical Mayday

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

General Fire 
Electrical Fire 
Propane Fire

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Taking on Water 
Bilge Pump Operations

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Taking on Water 
Using the Bilge pumps 
Plugging a Leak

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Taking on Water 
plugging holes 
preparing to Abandoning Ship

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Sinking 
General Mayday 
Preparing to Abandon Ship

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Abandon Ship 
General Emergency

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

General Repairs 
Dismasting

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Engine Trouble

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Bilge Pump repairs 
Propane issues 
Running Light bulb replacement

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Man Over board

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

Man Over Board

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Real world - SAFETY
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DON’T PANIC document for your boat 

General Boat information 
Closing

Risk Mitigation on your boat



Basic Boating Safety

Captain Georgia Hilton 
mttfgeo@gmail.com 
CaptainGeorgia.com 

We did a quick look at SOLAS and big boat safety 
Risk management / Risk mitigation 
SOLAS and how it equates to small boats 
Swiss Cheese Model of accident prevention  
GMDSS and how it affects you 
Areas of concern on your boat 
Fire / MOB / Sinking / Medical / Equipment 
Support and gear  
Training and Planning for emergencies 
Creating a DON’T PANIC doc for your boat 

you’ll find a lot of this information at 
https://captaingeorgia.com/handy-documents 

Q & A
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http://CaptainGeorgia.com
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