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Tibbits’ debut of ‘A Chorus Line’ 1s
one singular sensation

me. We took out some cas
and drove to Cheap Flicks.

There were no prices on the
marquee. We walked into the
theater. The scent and sound of
popping popcorn greeted us,
prompting my kids to angle for a
bucket. My youngest ran ahead,
and then yelped.

“The big box of Junior Mints
is only $1!”

No kidding? That’s what they
cost at Meijer.

I still couldn't find any ticket
prices. The young man working
the counter took out a notebook.

“How many?”

Five.

“Would you like popcorn?”

Depends on how much five
tickets are.

u$15.n

$15? Bring on the popcorn!

The theater was cool and
dark. The seats were comfy. The
screen was big. The only thing
missing was the previews and
the credit card debt.

We walked out happy —
squinting into the daylight and
licking butter off our fingers. It
was the definitive movie experi-
ence and definitely worth an
encore.

Nicole L.V. Mullis can be
reached at
nlvm.columns@gmail.com. You
can find her on Facebook or
follow her on Twitter @NicoleLV-
Mullis.

Nicole L.V. Mullis
For the Enquirer

COLDWATER — Unity de-
fines a good chorus line. The
Tibbits Summer Theatre’s
debut production of “A
Chorus Line” is good for the
same reason. Its cast, crew
and musicians move as one.

The story opens on a rou-
tine chorus line audition.
When the director cuts the
dancers to 17, he announces
personal questions, not dance
combinations, will determine
the final eight spots. Desper-
ate for work, these dancers
bare their souls, revealing 17
individual pursuits of the
same goal — to dance as long
as possible.

“A Chorus Line” netted
nine Tony Awards in 1975 as
well as the 1976 Pulitzer Prize
for Drama. James Kirkwood
and Nicholas Dante wrote the
book, Marvin Hamlisch wrote
the music and Edward Kleban
wrote the lyrics. The material
is ambitious, but director and
choreographer Kevin Haplin's
team handles it with grace.

The cast is balanced, each

Nate Klingenberg as Zach, Christina Laschuk as Cassie, Alexander
Rodriguez as Paul and Devon Frieder as Val in “Chorus Line.” PrROVIDED

member bringing a distinct
sense of character without
upstaging anyone. Dance
skills ranging from make-do
to can-do enhance the audition
feel. When they dance as a
group, however, these dis-
tinctions disappear. Their
harmonization is gurgeous,
flush with skin-tingling sound.
The opening number “I
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Hope I Get It” sets the tone —
chilling descants, choreo-
graphed chaos, ragtag desper-
ation. The closing reprisal of
“One” finishes strong — gold
costumes, Broadway sound,
unified footwork. In-between
are fabulous ensemble num-
bers that prove the “compa-
ny” is the star of this show.
The dance standouts in-
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IF YOU GO

» WHEN: 2 p.m. July 16, 8 p.m.
July 17-19.

» WHERE: Tibbits Opera House,
14 Hanchett St., Coldwater.

» COST: $10, $28, $32.

» INFO: Please note the show
contains adult language and
situations. For more informa-
tion, contact the box office at
517-278-6029 or got to www.tib-
bits.org.

clude Davis Wayne, who plays
Bronx toe-tapper Mike. He
makes the high-energy, highly
complicated tap number “I
Can Do That” look easy. Ryan
Blackson, who plays Larry,
the director’s assistant, draws
the eye with his easy grace,
especially when he “leads the
kids” through the choreogra-
phy. The acrobatic Joshua
Smith, who plays almost-kin-
dergarten teacher Richie,
delivers bounce, literally, to
the production.

Vocal highlights include
Kelsey Peters, who plays

See THEATER, Page C6
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down-to-carth Diana. She
sets the emational in-
tensity for the company's
heartfelt readition of
“What I Did for Love.”
Ashley Smith, who plays
the tone-deal Kristine,
and Liam Johnson, who
plays her musical spouse
Al deliver a big sound
and even bigger laughs
with their dizzying ver-
sion of “Sing!"

Threading inteasity
throughout the show are
Christina Laschuk, who
plays standout dastcer
Cassie, and Nate Klin-
genberg, who plays di-
rector Zach, Their
tortured relationship
with each ather and the
stage peaks when Zach
peppers Cassie with
sharp correction during
the group audition. It is
brilliantly scripted — her
slightly overdone move-
ment a secand before his
merciless reprimand.

Charlotte Vaughn
Raines owns her role as
Sheila, the smart-
mouthed, cynical dancer
who has seen it all but
can't give up the dream.
Nicholas Alexander Rod-
riguez’s portrayal of the
troubled dancer Paul is
vulnerable, but not over-
done. When the director
runs onstage W console
him, you want to hug
him, too.

Halpin's choreography
adapts to all situations,
complicated when it can

https://www.newspapers.com/image/108588038

be and simple when it
needs to be. The dancers
use the stage well, weav-
ing in, out and around
cach other — effective
storytelling for numbers
like “At the Ballet™ and
"Montage.” The grand
finale is full, sharp and
cohesive, with Aisling
Haplin receiving credit
for recreating the origi-
nal “Ome"” chorengraphy.
Equally adaptable is
musical dircctor Kristen
Lee Rosenfeld. Conduct-
ing six musicians, while
playing the piano, she
delivers an emotionally
responsive score that is
clearly the best support-
ing actor. Occasionally,
the music swallows up
softer solos, especially if
the singer's head turns
away from the audience,
but this doesn't hold true
for the stronger voices,
Costume designer
Kevin R. Reed, set de-
signer Myra Glorgt and
Light designer Michael
Blagys establish a sim-
ple, vet effective tone.
The costumes fit the
individual personalities
while maintaining the
feel of a mass audition.
Gel Lights, spotlights,
even the houselights,
creste a sense of place
from the intimate to the
expased. The set is the
theater itself, the audi-
ence sitting in-between
the director in the back
corner and the dancers
onstage. A distorted mir-
ror lines the back of the
stagre, doubling the cast
for ensemble numbers,

like "One,” or concentral-
ing facus on solo perfor-
mances, like “The Music
and the Mirror.”
Although the individ-
ual efforts in “A Chorus
Line" are laudable, it is
the unselfish nature of
the whole cast and crew
that deserves an encore,
‘Together, they are one
singrular sensation.
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“After the first class, | felf a weight had been liffed. | leamed so
much. It's helpful to know what I'm experlencing Is normal and
I'm not alone.” - Family Caregiver

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

Learn more about -

* Memory loss and ifs effects on the brain

» Caregiver resources * Managing behaviors

* Improving caregiving skills

* How fo handle everyday activities more easily

+ Taking care of yourself to befter care for your loved one

ABOUT THE PROGRAM:

Creating Confident Caregivers ufilizes the Savvy Caregiver
Program, a universily fested program for family members caring
for a loved one with memory loss or showing signs dementia.
Two hour sessions are held once a week for six weeks, af no
charge to parficipants. The program provides parficipants with
Information, skills and attifudes to help them effectively manage
siress and increase their caregiving skills.

FREE RESPITE CARE:

As part of this special program, respite care for your family
member is provided FREE OF CHARGE so you may affend alf six
sessions of the training. A light snack is also Included!

THE NEXT CLASS:

Join us for a six-week, once-a-week class at
Burnham Brook | 200 W. Michigan Ave. | Battle Creek
Tuesdays, July 22, 2014 - August 26, 20!4
3:00 fo 5:00 pm
To register or for questions,

Call Anne af 269-441-0920
N | / Class size is limited to 12!

‘L - Senior Health Partners
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