AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 652.02

AN ORDINANCE DEALING WITH OVERHANGING TREES IN THE CITY OF WHEATON

Findings.
1. The City of Wheaton has an existing Ordinance regulating the minimum height for branches to overhang into city street;
2. The present provisions do not adequately provide notice to Wheaton residents about the consequences for failure to abide by that regulation.
3. The Wheaton City Council believes that it is in the best interests of the residents of the City of Wheaton to amend its Ordinance in order to ensure that Wheaton residents know what is expected of them when it comes to regulating the minimum height of branches to overhang into city streets.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHEATON ORDAINS:

1. That Wheaton City Ordinance 652.02 is hereby amended to read as follows:

“If the provisions of the foregoing sections are not compiled with, the City Council shall direct the City Administrator to serve written notice upon the owner, lessee, occupant or any person having the care or control of any such lot or land to comply with the provisions of this ordinance. The written notice shall contain the following information:

1. That the owner, lessee, occupant, or any other person having the care or control of the tree with overhanging branches shall have five days from the date of the notice to cause to have said overhanging branches trimmed to the required height.

2. That if the owner, lessee, occupant, or other person fails to have the overhanging branches or other vegetation at issue cut and removed within that five-day period, the City Administrator shall direct city maintenance workers or a contracted employee to cause such overhanging branches to be cut and removed.

3. That a flat fee shall be charged to the owner if the City’s maintenance workers or a contracted employee is needed to cut and remove the overhanging branches at issue, and what that flat fee amount is.

4. That a bill for said flat fee shall be issued by the City Administrator within thirty (30) days of the work performed by the City’s maintenance workers or contracted employee.

5. That if the flat fee is not paid by October 1 of each year, the City Administrator shall cause said flat fee to be assessed against the lot or land as provided by law. The City Administrator shall certify the assessment to the County Auditor for collection in the same manner as assessments for local improvements.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 12th day of January, 2026.

WHEATON CITY COUNCIL



Steven Lundquist, Mayor

ATTEST:



Amy Olson, City Administrator
