
Maia Aoun has crafted a 
harmonious retreat in the heart of 
the Al Madam desert
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N
estled in the expansive sands of Al Madam desert in 
Sharjah, UAE, lies a charming farmhouse that embod-
ies tranquillity and seamless integration with the nat-
ural landscape. Spanning an impressive eight acres, 

the project to create it was led by interior designer Maia Aoun 
Sayad. The result? A holiday home that showcases a minimalist 
yet impactful design that resonates with its surroundings.

The client had initially approached Aoun with the con-
cept of a farmhouse but without a defined vision. Given this 
‘carte blanche’, Aoun was able to fully exercise her innovative 
approach, crafting both the architecture and interior from 
scratch. This autonomy allowed her to implement distinctive 
features such as a skylight in the shower area and large win-
dows that merge the indoors with the outdoors, creating a living 
space that perfectly marries simplicity with functionality. “This 
project stands out from my previous work in interior architec-
ture because it was designed entirely from scratch,” she notes.

Aoun’s inspiration for this project stemmed from being given 
the opportunity to design an environment in its entirety. Unlike 
her previous interior architecture projects, which were confined 
to existing structures, this farmhouse allowed her to shape the 
entire space, including the volume, landscape and even the pool. 
“It was a unique opportunity to create a cohesive and holistic 
design, crafting every element from the ground up,” says Aoun. 
This holistic design approach enabled her to create a cohesive and 
harmonious retreat, meticulously crafted from the ground up. 
The design philosophy for the farmhouse focused on creating a 
harmonious contrast with the natural desert surroundings. Aoun 
opted for a predominantly white aesthetic, promoting a sense of 
peace and serenity. Each room in the farmhouse has direct ac-
cess to the outdoors, ensuring a seamless connection with nature. 
“To create a harmonious contrast with the natural surroundings, 
I opted for a predominantly white and peaceful aesthetic for the 
farmhouse,” Aoun elaborates. The kitchen, featuring a large hor-
izontal window and a small door, allows residents to enjoy meals 
in different parts of the house, depending on the sun’s position 

and the farm’s temperature. The land-
scape design was kept minimalistic and 
slightly white to blend with the desert 
environment, maintaining the natural 
and cohesive look.

One of the unique challenges Aoun 
faced involved the second phase of 
the project, which included expand-
ing the farm to integrate new rooms, 
a gym and a collector’s garage. To 
address these challenges, Aoun me-
ticulously planned the layout to ensure 
that these new elements blend with 
the existing design. “Strategic place-
ment and thoughtful design are key to 
maintaining the aesthetic coherence 
and functional harmony of the farm,” 
she explains. By doing so, Aoun aims 
to create a comprehensive and cohe-
sive environment that aligns with the 
client’s vision while preserving the 
farmhouse’s minimalistic and peaceful 
character. The furniture and materials 

chosen for this project were selected for their raw and natural 
qualities, incorporating elements like rattan, cotton, linen and 
straw carpets. “We customised the wallpaper to blend seam-
lessly with the desert surroundings, enhancing the overall har-
mony between the interior and the environment,” Aoun notes. 
These thoughtful choices not only align with the minimalistic 
and peaceful aesthetic but also provide a tactile connection to 
nature, reinforcing the farmhouse’s tranquil atmosphere.
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Left page (from top) – 
The kitchen, featuring a 
large horizontal window 
and a small door, allows 
residents to enjoy meals 
in different parts of the 
house, depending on the 
sun’s position and the 
farm’s temperature; 
The farmhouse embodies 
tranquillity and seamless 
integration with the 
natural landscape

This page – The furniture 
and materials chosen for 
this project were selected 
for their raw and natural 
qualities, incorporating 
elements like rattan, 
cotton, linen and straw
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