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ENJOY STUNNING VIEWS AT THESE
MAJESTIC MOUNTAIN RESORTS

BY JENNIFER BRADLEY FRANKLIN

any travelers hunt for the
perfect beach-side room, but
travel connoisseurs realize
that sometimes the best view — and
with it, relaxation and privacy — can
be found from above. “Being in or
near the mountains just calms me
in a way no other landscape can. It’s
also easy to be alone in the woods or
mountains, which is really hard to
do on a beach if you're not wealthy,”
says Emily Farris, a lifestyle content
creator based in Kansas City, Mo. “I'll
take a cabin over a cabana any day.”
Farris and her husband stayed in
a yurt in Cape Lookout State Park
on the Oregon coast as part of their
Pacific Northwest honeymoon. “It’s
technically on the beach, which is
actually part of what made it so
magical,” she says. “From our yurt
at night, we could see the stars and
hear the ocean.”
Farris isn’t alone in her preference
for peaks. “Many (of my clients
who request mountain trips) are
city dwellers, and they want to be
in wide-open places, taking in the
majesty of mountain peaks, towering
trees, rivers, lakes and wildlife,”
says Cristina Buaas, Houston-based
owner of CSB Travel. She notes that
having space to distance within
nature became a particular draw
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
While mountains draw snow-
seekers in the winter, these high-
elevation destinations are popular
year-round. “For example, Jackson
Hole’s peak season is summer, not
winter,” says Buaas of the popular
Wyoming destination. “Activities like
hiking, biking, rafting, fly fishing and
horseback riding are very popular.”
Whether you're looking for a
vacation destination that combines
elevation with the coastline or a
land-locked property surrounded
by mountain peaks, here are some
prime spots to consider:

OILNUT BAY

Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands

If you can't bring yourself to choose between the mountains and
the sea, Oil Nut Bay on Virgin Gorda’s North Sound gives you the
best of both worlds, showcasing the cobalt water and rugged coast-
line. Accessible only by boat or helicopter, the exclusive property’s
26 accommodation offerings range from cliffside one-bedroom
suites to six-bedroom villas, some as high as 700 feet above sea
level. The 400-acre landscape offers five hiking trails for sweeping
views of the Caribbean Sea, tennis and pickleball courts and an on-
site barn for rescued animals including retired racehorses, an emu
and flamingos. Venture into the water for snorkeling, reef diving,
sea kayaking and sailing and refuel with an alfresco meal and a
cocktail at Nova, the resort's new overwater restaurant and bar.

Post Ranch Inn

POST RANCH INN

Big Sur, Calif.

Unplug and disconnect at Post Ranch Inn, perched 1,200 feet
above the Pacific Ocean in the Santa Lucia Mountains. Choose
from 40 guest rooms and suites, spread across 100 acres, accord-
ing to your preferences. Tree House rooms tower on 9-foot stilts
among massive redwood trees; Mountain House rooms offer
striking views of the surrounding peaks, and the Ocean Houses
showcase the waves crashing on the rocks below. All come
without alarm clocks or televisions for optimum relaxation and
are powered by a 990-panel solar array, the largest such project
in California. Take part in free meditation classes, guided nature
hikes and nightly stargazing through the inn’s 12-inch Meade
telescope. On a clear night, you might see the rings of Saturn.
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CANYON
MADNESS RA

Roy, N.M.

For relaxation with a side of
adventure, take a trip to Canyon
Madness Ranch, a new sport-
forward property that opened in
April. The main house, Teepee
Lodge, was designed by architect
Alejandro Uribe. It features twin
teepee-shaped peaks over 18,000
square feet of indoor space with
two levels of metal-alloy decks that
overlook the rushing Canadian
River. The remote and intimate all-
inclusive experience accommodates
16 guests across eight rooms. Pick
your activity level and take part in an
extensive sport shooting program
(including a military-style firearms
experience), river kayaking, archery
and hiking. Equestrians of all levels
can saddle up for rides on pristine
wilderness trails, while history
buffs can explore the remnants of
homesteads and search for Native
American artifacts.

HOTEL WAILEA

Wailea, Hawaii

Hawaii’s first and only Relais &
Chateaux property, the adults-only
Hotel Wailea is designed for ro-
mance and exclusivity. Seventy-two
spacious suites are spread across
15 acres, perfect for easy social
distancing. Borrow one of the
resort’s three vintage 1957 Porsche
356 Speedster replicas to explore
Maui's upcountry peaks, some of
which top out at more than 10,000
feet above sea level; try your hand
at Hawaiian outrigger canoeing to
see the sunrise over the Haleakala
volcano; or join the Surf Safari tour
to hang 10 on some of the island’s
best breaks. Spring for the seven-
course tasting menu in a private
treehouse set among the mango
trees to cap off the unforgettable
experience. No matter where you
are, adjacent mountain islands set
a jaw-dropping scene.
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