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A Harvard University Loeb Fellow and author of Preserving 
African American Historic Places, which is considered the 
“seminal publication on preserving African American 
historic sites” by the Smithsonian Institution, Brent is a 
national leader in the U.S. preservation movement and the 
2018 recipient of the Robert G. Stanton National 
Preservation Award. His passion for elevating the 
significance of black culture in American history is visible 
through his work, which elevates the remarkable stories 
and places that evoke centuries of black activism, 
achievement, and community. 

Over the past decade, he has developed the Northeast 
African American Historic Places Outreach Program, and its theme, the Business of 
Preservation, to build a regional movement of preservation leaders saving important 
landmarks in African American history. As the project manager for several National 
Treasure campaigns across the country, he led efforts to create the Birmingham Civil 
Rights National Monument in Alabama, which President Barack Obama designated in 
January 2017. Other campaign successes include the perpetual protection of cultural 
monuments like Villa Lewaro, the estate of Madam C. J. Walker in Irvington, New 
York; Joe Frazier’s Gym in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Hinchliffe Stadium in Paterson, 
New Jersey; A. G. Gaston Motel in Birmingham; Nina Simone’s birthplace in Tryon, 
North Carolina; John and Alice Coltrane’s home in Huntington, New York; and more. 

Brent has taught at Harvard University, Boston Architectural College and the 
University of Maryland. He is a Senior Advisor and Adjunct Associate Professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Center for the Preservation of Civil Rights Sites (CPCRS) 
and is an Adjunct Professor at Columbia University’s graduate program in Historic 
Preservation. 
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https://savingplaces.org/african-american-cultural-heritage
https://savingplaces.org/explore-birmingham-civil-rights-national-monument
https://savingplaces.org/explore-birmingham-civil-rights-national-monument
https://savingplaces.org/villa-lewaro
https://savingplaces.org/joe-frazier-s-gym
https://savingplaces.org/hinchliffe-stadium
https://savingplaces.org/a-g-gaston-motel
https://savingplaces.org/ninasimone
https://savingplaces.org/john-and-alice-coltrane-home

