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Mission
While We Are Still Here (WWSH) will educate, enshrine and preserve 
the extraordinary legacy of Harlem as an influential incubator that was 
vital to the intellectual, cultural, social, and political advancements of  

the Harlem community as well as the African Diaspora.  
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While We Are Still Here highlights 
organizations, events, and people—the 
famous and infamous—that transformed 
Harlem into the vast wellspring that came to 
be known as the “Capital of the Black World.” 
The Black people who lived here and visited 
were informed, inspired, and entertained by a 
contagious bravura energy that exploded into 
an influential cultural, political, and social 
force. Across the spectrum, from politics and 
fashion, from science and sports, from religion 
and literature and beyond, Harlem occupies 
a special place, as an “influencer” of thought, 
action, and ideology. 

Our principal work is to make Harlem’s history 
unavoidable and to add forgotten and obscure, 
though important, information to its narrative, 
with the hopes of inspiring broader and deeper 
research and discussion.

This booklet is just a small sample of the work 

that While We Are Still Here has engaged in 
since its founding in 2015. We have placed 
the “badges” from our website here, because 
these informative  brief summaries of people’s 
lives bring to the fore a few individuals whose 
importance and influence may have been 
unknown. We’re sharing these badges, also, 
because they are just beautiful, thanks to our 
graphic designer, Maurice Robinson-Cook. 

In the face of the population changes that 
are taking place across the nation, in areas 
that were formerly Black neighborhoods, 
WWSH deems it imperative to codify more 
of Harlem’s story, so that there remains a 
record—and the sweet part of it is, this work 
is by an organization whose leadership is 
primarily composed of former and/or present 
community members.

The second section presents SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES: Harlem Markers Project. This 

initiative is on track to finalize the installation 
of all twenty-five heritage markers as part of 
a venture that was conceptualized in 2020. 
WWSH honors the individuals, organizations, 
historical events, and sites that have shaped 
Harlem’s unique identity. The unveiling 
ceremonies and dedications of these markers 
began in the summer of 2023 and continued 
through the spring of 2024. To date, half of 
the twenty-five markers have been installed at 
various locations throughout the community, 
with the remaining scheduled to be in place by 
the end of the year. This project would not have 
been possible without the assistance of Brent 
Leggs and the African American Cultural 
Heritage Action Fund.

In the Spirit of Heritage—
Honoring the Ancestors,

October 2024



Badges
409 & 555 Edgecombe
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Harlem Markers Project

is an initiative to install twenty-five signs to honor individuals, organizations, and events that imbue Harlem 
with its unique character. As of this writing, eleven have been installed, with the remainder slated to be installed 

by the end of this year.
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Future Installation
(Projected for end of 2024)
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Beginning in 2025, Harlem As An Incubator, funded by 
the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), 
will be a two-year series of programming, that highlights 
underrepresented aspects of Harlem’s history, alongside 
commonly known facts such as the Renaissance.  

Please visit harlemnyc.org to sign up for our mailing list.

Harlem As An Incubator
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