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OUR MISSION  

The Olathe Youth Symphony (OYS) fosters advanced level musical 
opportunities for talented young musicians in the Kansas City 
metropolitan area. 

HOW THE OYS WAS FORMED 
In the spring of 1992, leading members of the Olathe community 
developed a master plan to provide advanced musical opportunities for 
its young, talented musicians. The formation of a youth symphony within 
the southern Johnson County area was the highest priority within this 
master plan.  With non-profit 501 (c) (3) status, a staff of dedicated music 
educators, and an energetic Board of Directors, the OYS had put into 
place the structure needed for success.  The OYS debuted with the Heart 
to Heart International organization at Yardley Hall in November of 1993 
and held their inaugural concert in December of 1993! 

During the first four years, the Symphony Orchestra was formed. This group 
consisted of one full symphonic orchestra of approximately 75 members. 
During the fifth year, the Philharmonic Orchestra was formed to meet the 
needs of younger musicians. 

Today, the Olathe Youth Symphony is celebrating it's 28th year, has grown 
to over 200 members, and is recognized as one of the finest youth-
centered music programs in the Kansas City area. The Philharmonic and 
Symphony Orchestras rehearse on Monday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, 
and perform two to three times per concert season (mid-September to 
early-April). 

 
 

 
 

Olathe Youth Symphony ABOUT 
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WELCOME TO THE OLATHE YOUTH 
SYMPHONY CONCERT SERIES 

The idea of the Olathe Youth 
Symphony (OYS) was born, 
nurtured, and has been sustained 
since 1993! As a community, we 
are so fortunate to have OYS 
bringing an outstanding musical 
experience to students. The OYS 

has two groups, the Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Symphony Orchestra, which provide advanced 
musical opportunities for very talented young 
musicians! 
 
The OYS would not be possible without the support of 
many individuals.  The Olathe Public Schools (both 
the Board of Education and administration) provide 
many in-kind supports, including the practice and 
performance facilities.  Students’ musical endeavors 
are enhanced by outstanding school music teachers 
at all levels, and by private music instructors.  The OYS 
experience is made possible by our talented and 
dedicated music directors.  The volunteer OYS Board 
and volunteer staff provide guidance and support to 
enhance the OYS experience.  Without our donors – 
businesses, organizations, and individuals – we would 
not be able to provide the outstanding OYS musical 
experience. The experience of playing challenging 
music in an orchestra would also not be possible 
without our fantastic parents and family members 
who support their children’s musical endeavors. 
 
This season, we are celebrating an outstanding 
compilation of selections that demonstrate the 
musical skills of our OYS groups.  So sit back, relax, and 
enjoy the beautiful sounds. 

Alison Banikowski 
Dr. Alison Banikowski 
President, Olathe Youth Symphony 
Former Deputy Superintendent–-Olathe Public Schools 

 
 

CONTENTS 
About OYSA ............................. 2 
OYSA Board & Staff ................. 4  
Spring Concert Program ......... 5 
Symphony Director’s Bios ........ 6 
Symphony Musician  
Roster ........................................ 7 
Philharmonic Director’s  
Bios ............................................ 8 
Philharmonic Musician  
Roster ........................................ 9 
Supporting Music 
Educators ........................... 10-11 
OYSA Sponsors .................. 14-27 
Upcoming Events ................... 28 
 

CONTACT 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
Olathe Youth Symphony 
PO Box 4438 
Olathe, KS 66063 
 
EMAIL 
olatheyouthsymphony@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
olatheyouthsymphony.org 
 
 
Follow us on Social Media! 
@OYSymphony 

   
 
 

O L A T H E  Y O U T H  
 

 

S Y M P H O N Y  
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OYSA BOARD AND STAFF  
OFFICERS MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
Dr. Alison Banikowski, President Randy Detrick* 
Martha Gabel, Vice President Greg Ferguson* 
 Danny Kaul 
BOARD MEMBERS Rachele Jones 
Laura Beckman *Founding Directors 
Eric Griffin  
Dr. Earl Martin DIRECTOR ADMIN. ACTIVITIES  
Dr. Tes Mehring Terri Detrick 
Rachel Morris  
Chad Niehoff COMMUNICATIONS ADMIN 
Texanna Ollenberger Kristin Detrick Antilla 
Sarah Peters   
Ken Roberts  CONCERT PROGRAM  
Sara Smitko Susan Ferguson  
  

Ways to Support OYS!  
Every gift made to OYS has a positive impact on our talented young musicians. Regardless of the 
size of the gift, your generosity helps support the development of our young members while they 
explore the endless possibilities music can bring to their lives.  

Volunteer – Donate your time and talents to support OYS! Whether you are interested in 
 helping to keep our music library organized and updated, setting up the stage for concerts, 
and/or assisting with special events, your help is critical and welcomed! Message 
olatheyouthsymphony@gmail.com or complete the Volunteer form available on the website.  

Donate an Instrument – OYS accepts good quality instruments. If you have an instrument that 
you or your children no longer use, consider donating it to Dr. B’s Musical Instrument Fund. There 
is a young musician in our community who could use it! Contact 
olatheyouthsymphony@gmail.com A letter acknowledging your gift will be sent to you for tax 
purposes. Note: Instruments that cannot be used by the OYS will be donated to the Olathe School 
District through the Olathe Public Schools Foundation which operates the Dr. B. Musical Instrument 
Fund.  

Make a Monetary Donation – Student participation fees meet many of the expenses 
associated with the OYS program. However, as a non-profit organization, the OYS could not 
provide our young musicians with a rich musical experience without the generosity of donations. 
The OYS is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization so 100% of your financial gift is tax-deductible.  

• Individual donations make a difference! Tribute donations can also be made in honor of 
someone, such as for a special event (birthday, anniversary, graduation, etc.) or in 
memory of someone. For some of our individual donors, their employer will also match 
their gift, thereby doubling its impact! Check with your Human Resources department to 
see whether your employer offers a matching gift program.  

• Business and organization donations support the mission of the OYS too! Our business and 
corporate organization donors help demonstrate the impact our community can have 
on the OYS. Interested in supporting OYS? Email olatheyouthsymphony@gmail.com.  
Thank you! 
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OYS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
 Allegro (sonata-allegro)  
 Romanze: Andante 
 Minuetto: Allegretto 
 Rondo: Allegro 
 

PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

Symphony No. 36, “The Linz” ....................................... W. A. Mozart  
 Arr. Richard Meyer 

Two South American Tangos ............................... Arr. Merle J. Isaac 
I. El Choclo 
II. La Comparsita 

Warrior Legacy ..................................................... Soon Hee Newbold 
 
 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Symphony No. 25 in G minor ........................................ W. A. Mozart 
1. Allegro con brio 

Symphony No. 104 in D Major ......................... Franz Joseph Haydn 
1. Adagio-Allegro 

Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1 .................... Sir Edward Elgar 
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SYMPHONY DIRECTORS 

 
 

       WILLIAM R. DETRICK 
William Detrick holds both Bachelors and 
Masters of Music Education degrees from 
Kansas State University.  Recently retired from 
39 years in public school education, he spent 
thirty-five of those years as a music educator 
and program facilitator with the Olathe Public 
Schools.  Mr. Detrick is a founding director of 
the Olathe Youth Symphony Association and is 
on the Board of Directors for the Olathe Arts 

Alliance. He holds. memberships in the Music Educators National 
Conference, Kansas Music Educators Association, American String 
Teachers Association, and International Association of Jazz Educators.  
Mr. Detrick has served as a conductor and clinician throughout the 
Midwest.  
 

 
      GREGORY FERGUSON 

Greg Ferguson holds a Bachelors of Music 
Education from the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City Conservatory of Music and a Master of 
Liberal Arts from Baker University School of 
Professional and Graduate Studies.  He began 
his career with the Olathe Public Schools in 1985 
and has been the Director of Orchestras at 
Olathe South High School since 1987. Under  
Mr. Ferguson's direction the Olathe South High 

School Orchestra has received consistent first division ratings at State 
Music Festival for several years.  The Orchestra has toured Southern 
California, Texas, Florida, Boston, Dallas, and most recently Chicago.   
Mr. Ferguson is a member of the Music Educators National Conference, 
the American String Teachers Association and the Kansas Music 
Educators Association.  Mr. Ferguson has been awarded the 2017-18 
NEKMEA Outstanding High School Orchestra Teacher. He is also one of 
the founding directors for the Olathe Youth Symphony, which is 
celebrating their 29th season this year. 
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SYMPHONY MUSICIAN ROSTER 
VIOLIN  
Caroline Epp+, Concertmaster 
Andrea Allen+ 
Sarah Anderson+ 
Ash Bennett 
Natalie Biehn 
Annalea Boehner+ 
Brianna Buenger 
William Clark 
Rachel Cornell 
Emma Erickson 
Jamie Fullmer 
Sara Gampher 
Sophia Hance 
Quinn Hays 
Anna Henkel 
Miriam Hill 
Elijah Jones 
Gabriel Jones 
Nathaniel Jones 
Esther Lee 
Caleb Martin+ 
Liora McCoy+ 
Emily Messinger 
Sanay Pradhan 
Shariva Pradhan 
Lilith Ryan 
Austin Scheffelmaer 
Emily Schutzel+ 
Anish Shivarajan 
Madison Smith 
Elijah Tamano 
Claire Vespestad 
Alden Walker+ 
Kelly Yee 
Annalyse Yoder 
 

VIOLA 
Ella Anderson 
Tessa Biehn 
Reese Brittain 
Hayley Cope 
Daniela Gonzalez-Dotti 
Zachary Gaefke+ 
Macy Garey+ 

 Sam Grimsley  
 Emma Hendrickson 
 Bethany Hill+ 
 

 
 

VIOLA (cont.) 
Sammy King 
Samuel Olson 
Shannon Parker 
Riley Strait 
Aiden Swartz+ 
Nate Udell 
Brenden Wood 
 

CELLO 
Sam Anderson 
Summer Anderson+ 
Logan Carr 
Isabella Diaz+ 
Sophia Emerson 
Ansley Floyd 
Emma Fullmer 
Jasmine Hunt 
Neil Jones 
Grace Kelly 
Alana Schmalzried-Lugo 
Kaleah McClure 
Darya Moiny 
Madalynn Ollenberger 
Nicole Patrao 
Quinten Ripley 
Anna Robertson 
Elizabeth Robertson 
Isabella Romero 
Colby Shepard 
Grace Simmons 
Noah Tucker+ 
Grayson Yoder 
 

BASS 
Natalia Cepeda 
Brandon Lewis+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLARINET 
Katie Durham 
Max Pearce  
Delaney Sloan 
Sydney Stuart  
 
OBOE 
Sarah Gray 
 
FLUTE 
Elena Martinez 
Ella Novion 
 
BASS CLARINET 
Hannah Schwartz 
 
BASSOON 
Henry Wheat 
 
FRENCH HORN 
William Bergman 
Kaleb Harris 
 
TRUMPET 
Elliot Kessler 
 
TROMBONE 
Reece Beckman 
 
PERCUSSION 
Delainey Isaacson 
 
 
denotes Seniors 
 
+denotes Chamber  
  Orchestra Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O L A T H E  Y O U T H   
S Y M P H O N Y
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PHILHARMONIC DIRECTORS 
       
 
       DANNY KAUL 

Danny Kaul holds both a Bachelors and 
Masters of Music Education degree from 
Northern State University in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota.  He currently teaches orchestra and 
band in the Olathe Public Schools. Mr. Kaul 
has performed as Principal Bassist of the 
Aberdeen University/Civic Symphony and has 
played for numerous musical theater 
productions throughout the Midwest. In 
addition to his performing, he was also the 
guest conductor for the Southeast South 

Dakota Area Band Festival. Mr. Kaul is a proud member of the  
International Society of Bassists. He currently lives in Olathe with his 
wife Julie and their twin daughters Alexandra and Megan. 
 

 

     RACHELE JONES 
Rachele Jones is currently serving her 11th 
year as co-director of the Philharmonic Youth 
Symphony.  Her teaching experience includes 
Director of Orchestras at Olathe North High 
School from 2008-2012 and Director of 
Orchestras for grades 4-12 in Lindsborg, 
Kansas from 2005-2007.  Mrs. Jones graduated 
from Washburn University where she served as 
concert master for two years and as a 
member of the Honors Fetter Quartet for four 
years.  In addition to teaching, she enjoys 

performing as a violinist and has been a member of the Topeka 
Symphony, the Bethany Community Orchestra, and the Lee’s Summit 
Symphony.  She also has been featured as a soloist with both the 
Washburn Orchestra and the Bethany Community Orchestra. 
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PHILHARMONIC MUSICIAN ROSTER 
 

VIOLIN 
Aliya Abbas 
Graham Anderson 
Natalie Biehn 
Leila Boss 
Danica Gattorna 
Olivia Gibbs 
Haley Guyer 
Joslyn Hasty 
Eliza Killough 
Fox Logan 
Kathryn Neddersen 
Michele Rodgers 
Rachel Robertson 
Porter Thomas 
Benjamin Wolf 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIOLA 
Tessa Biehn 
Catherine Castro 
Sophia Cepeda 
Sidney Chaitman 
Emery Edwards 
Madilyn Garrelts 
Scottson Parker 
Jackson Sturm 
 
CELLO 
Natalie Jarman 
Linnea Johnson 
Danielle King 
Jonathan King 
Janet Nwofor 
Olivia Rice 
Brianna Sebby 
Zoey Starke 
Auggy Tschirhart 
Taylor Vanhooser 
Ivan Yee 
 
 
 
 

BASS 
Lincoln Helms 
 
CLARINET 
Madelyn Bartlett 
Logan Durham 
Katelyn Gast 
 
TRUMPET 
Paige Garcia 
Grady Wall 
 
TROMBONE/EUPHONIUM  
Adam Ahmad 
Brooks Beckman 
Owen Beckman 
 
PERCUSSION 
Jacob Ehrlich 
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Many music education professionals contribute to our students’ success.   
Below is a list of current professionals who teach one or more of our students 
   
  

ADRIAN HS MONTICELLO TRAILS 
Katie Benyo Mrs. Eisenbarth 
AUBRY BEND MS NOTRE DAME DE SION 
Ethan Loewen Elizabeth Mulkey 
BLUE VALLEY NORTH HS OLATHE EAST HS   
Dr. Travis Hale Michel Hanf 
BLUE VALLEY NORTHWEST HS Jeff Smikahl 
Michael Arbucci OLATHE NORTH HS 
BLUE VALLEY SOUTHWEST HS Cecily Mahan 
Ethan Loewen Pat McCarty 
BLUE VALLEY WEST HS OLATHE NORTHWEST HS 
Andrew Book Joel Martin 
CALIFORNIA TRAIL MS Bob Davis 
Sherry Wann OLATHE SOUTH HS 
Andrew Chapple Greg Ferguson 
CHISOLM TRAIL MS Chad Coughlin 
Owen Evans OLATHE WEST HS 
Dr. Chris Kusek JJ Wallace 
FRONTIER TRAIL MS OREGON TRAIL MS  
Sara Smitko Tiffany Hayes 
Amber Senst OVERLAND TRAIL MS 
GARDNER EDGERTON HS Ben Gervais 
Will Biggs PLEASANT RIDGE MS 
Dr. Brian Scott Andrew Book 
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC PIONEER RIDGE MS 
Michael Ritzel Katherine Young 
HARMONY MS PIONEER TRAIL MS 
Michael Arbucci Phil Holmes 
INDIAN WOODS MS PRAIRIE TRAIL MS 
Jonathan Wiebe Jenna McElwain 
LAKEWOOD MS Jennifer Klinkenberg 
Nathan Wood RAYMORE PECULIAR SOUTH MS 
LEAWOOD MS Kimber Resler 
Elizabeth Copeland SANTA FE TRAIL MS 
MISSION TRAIL MS James Austin 
Jeremy Martin Elana Goldberg 
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SHAWNEE MISSION WEST HS PRIVATE TEACHER (con’t) 
Bill Thomas Michelle Mooney 
SPRING HILL MS Katie Wagoner 
Mitch Brumley Casey Gregory 
Ronald Juzeler Dr. Margaret Marco 
ST. JAMES ACADEMY Matt Baldwin 
Helen Harrelson Karianne Waterland 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL Emily Smith 
Mrs. Evilsizer Rob Foster 
SUMMIT TRAIL MS Hannah Jensen 
Tyler Harvey Dr. Luke Johnson 
Josh Hankey Don McCoy 
TRAIL RIDGE MS Dr. Victor Penniman 
Nicholas Proctor Gavin Carney 
WALNUT GROVE ELEMENTARY Natasha Kwapich 
Michelle Joy Andrea Kelley 
WESTRIDGE MS Matt Imber 
Elizabeth O’Donnell Dave Cooper 
WHEATRIDGE MS Rhonda McCracken 
Katie McInturf Dr. Mark Pretzel 

Ruth Sadasivan 
PRIVATE TEACHER Lyra Phergo 
Mariana Berger Gina Hart-Kemper 
Allison Davenport Joe Donley 
Naomi Miller Albert Moews 
Jean Dexter Jennifer Clevenger 
Hope Ragan Matt Beckman 
Ho Han Rachel Morris 
Matt Harte Lavonne McDaniel 
Alla Aranovskaya Lance Durham 
Steven Smith Paula Dunlap 
Lubi Paskaleva-Kulzer Grant Morgan 
Lauren Roberts Bill Brower 
Sarah Shipley Mike Harte 
Allison Greisbach Lisa Jackson 
Jacki Woeppel Chia Fei Lin 
Megan Rosbury Jackie Lee  
Rachele Jones Mary Shemon 
Enid Martindale Bob Hagenbuch 
Chun-Chien Chuang Brandon Graves 
Amy Player 
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DONORS for 2021-22 Season 
MAESTRO CIRCLE $2,500+ SOLOIST $100+
In Memory of Dawn Light  Dr. B. Musical Instrument Fund* 
Wyatt Violin* Family Eye Care* 

Martha and Chris Gable 
CONDUCTOR CORNER $1,000+ Suzann Geringer 
Dr. Alison Banikowski* Kevin and Julie Gilmore 
Texanna Ollenberger* KC Strings* 
Elizabeth and Dane Pearson Meyer Music* 
Zingare String Quartet – Benefit Concert Kathy and Bill Musgrave 

Olathe Band* 
CONCERT MASTER $500+ Olathe Health* 
Dr. Louis and Christine Gaefke Brian and Michelle Olson 

Parker State Farm Agency* 
PRINCIPAL PLAYER $250+ REW Music* (+ In-Kind Donations) 
Baker University Ken and Joyce Roberts 
Del Kapitan Band Repair Sara and Brent Smitko 
Emporia State University (ESU) 
Kansas State University (KSU) FRIEND $1 - $99 
Dr. Earl and Pam Martin* Nielson Family Dental* 
Dr. Tes Mehring 
MidAmerica Nazarene (MNU) IN-KIND SPONSERS 
University of Kansas (KU) Olathe Arts Alliance*  
University of Saint Mary (USM) Olathe Public Schools* 

IN MEMORY OF
Max and Tease Green* 

*LEGACY DONORS: Those who have donated for 5 years+
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SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 
 
A VARIETY OF SPONSORSHIP LEVELS ARE AVAILABLE FOR OUR MONETARY DONORS! * 

 

Donor Levels 

Maestro 
Circle 

Conductor 
Corner 

Concert 
Master 

Principal 
Player 

Soloist Friend 

Yearly 
Contribution $2,500+ $1,000+ $500+ $250+ $100+ $1 - $99 

Recognition on 
Website by 

Level 
ü ü ü ü ü ü 

Recognition on 
OYS Social 

Media 
(Instagram, 
Facebook, 
Twitter) 

ü 
Individual 

Recognition 

ü 
Individual 

Recognition 

ü 
Individual 

Recognition 

ü 
Individual 

Recognition 

ü 
Individual 

Recognition 

ü 
Group 

Recognition 

Concert 
Program 

Recognition by 
Level  

(if desired) 

ü ü ü ü ü  

Recognition at 
Concerts  

(if desired) 
ü ü ü    

Business or 
Organization 

Advertisement  
(if desired) 

Full-page 
Ad** 

Full-page 
Ad** 

Full-page 
Ad** 

Half-page 
Ad** 

1/3rd page 
Ad** 

 

*  A fillable Word donation form is available which is completed with the donation. 
 

**  Based on a 5 ½ x 8 programs 

 Those who have donated for 5 years+ are also recognized as 
Legacy Donors, regardless of donation level. 
 
 
 
 

Every gift made to OYS has a positive impact on Olathe’s talented 
youth and the future of orchestral music.  Whether you give ten 
dollars or ten thousand, you are supporting the development of a 
young person while they explore their infinite possibilities in music. 
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Community 
means 
everything. 

   

That’s why we’re proud to be here to help life go right™ & 
to support the OLATHE YOUTH SYMPHONY. 

If there’s anything you need, call us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s why we’re proud to be here to help life go right™ –   

If there’s anything you need, call us.

Community 
means 
everything.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1601492

JS Parker Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Jason S. Parker, Agent

13095 S. Murlen Rd
Olathe, KS  66062
Bus: 913-764-0555

Harlan C Parker Ins Agcy Inc
Harlan Parker, Agent

13095 South Mur-Len Road
Olathe, KS  66062
Bus: 913-782-3310

and to support Olathe Youth Symphony.
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Band, choir, orchestra and piano scholarships        
are available to students in any major. 
������������������ 

Learn more at bakerU.edu/musicscholar  
and upload your virtual audition today! 
                        

                 Apply to bakerU.edu/apply-bc. 
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Premier 
Sponsor 
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Olathe Arts Alliance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olathe Arts Alliance – supporting arts and culture in 
Olathe & beyond by supporting member organizations! 
 
 
Olathe Civic Band Olathe Youth Symphony 
Olathe Visual Arts Olathe Civic Theater 
Olathe Community Orchestra Trails West Barbershop Chorus 

 
WWW.OLATHEARTS.COM   501(C)3 
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OYS UPCOMING EVENTS 

JOIN US FOR THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY 2022-23 SEASON! 
 String, Brass, Woodwind, and Percussion Players 

 AUDITIONS SUBMITTED ONLINE BY 11:59 p.m., May 6th 

 Further audition information at olatheyouthsymphony.org 

SEE YOUR  

SPONSOR AD 

HERE! 

Consider purchasing an 
ad for your business or 
organization! 

Or, you might know of a 
business/organization who would 
be interested! 

• Reach lots of people!
• Variety of ad sizes available!
• Sponsors highlighted on OYS website!
• Sponsors highlighted on OYS social media!

OR, maybe you’d like to be an individual donor? 

Every donation helps us provide an outstanding musical 
experience for our young talented musicians!  

INTERESTED? 
Contact olatheyouthsymphony@gmail.com 




