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Statement of principles
Tha Angles collective produces a fesbian/gay
communily Magazine which oflars a lesbian, gay or
bisowal perspective on contemporary events, poliics,
s and

Angles s commitiad 1o the goals of gay, bisewal end
lesbian liberation Womhmmlmuwﬂ
P on festngay kberation and
mmnhwmmm w:racwrm
all components of he bisocual, lesbian and gay
communities as part of lesbigay liberaton.

Congistent with these principhes and subject 1o space
mitations, Angles actepts artcles from all groups in e
hesblan, gay and bisexval communities on thelr plans,
policies and activites

As 1 collective commitied bo the intemational lesbigay
Bberaton movement Angles akes posiions on questions
of concem i gays, bisexuals and lesbians  Angies’
mmumw&ﬂl%maamm:

v e onal lesbigay

HE
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gh
the free and unrestricted ight 10 consensual sowal
and affeciyra’c egression
¥ the right of 2 ¢eopte of all ages, colours, phyncal
wppeaninces or abdies b full and equal parvcipation
in all spects, including sexual, of the lesbuan, gay and
bisowual commundes, without eploiation
¥ e coverage of issues and everrts of impovtance and of
interest 1o he gay, biseasl and lesbian communities

Angles s committed 1 the coverage of issues and
evenls of importance and of interest fo e lesbigay

Angles publishes articles which describe o assess
evenis of the larger communily which are of mgrificance
of interest o Vancouver tisowals, [esbiang and gays. In
addiion 1o prowding information, Angles analyzes the
f5suss, draws cONClusons Ind eNOQres of Sponsors
wnvLes

Angles is published monthly by the Lavender
Fublshing Society 5! Britsh Columbia, In the Yancouver
wnd Lestian Centre. 1170 Bute Street, Vancouver VBE
Hmmim-ﬂ“uhulm-ﬂos
C e lted 1B bute wp 10
300 words per s3ut on thes Khvtes, poboes. ind
pars, We weicome submissions lor publication, provided
ey are doubie waced and either yped of handwritien
gty Pleass contact ond of the peopie below lor more
informaon.
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Office Co-ordingior Snan Davidson
Display Ad Saies Cave Yerrell pager 252-4890
Davia Myers, 253-1258
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future s3ves. you are welcome 19 join us. Our collective
story mevbiag is Monday, Jansery 3, 7 pm. Ow
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I heard it through the grapevine:

AIDS!

CONFIDENTIALITY VS SECRECY ABOUT HIV STATUS

by Francisco Ibafez

Last August, a sexy Japanese leatherman I met in a
bathhouse across the border wrote me a letter to let
me know how appreciative he was of our having had
sex at my place in Vancouver. He also told me that he
Is HIV positive and that he had made sure he did not

jeopardize my bodily safety.

I was moved, grateful and reassured that
among gay men courage and sensibility still
abound, Dut there are men courageous enough
to put themselves inlo someone else's hands
and trust him not only in the suspended reality
of usling but also in the everyday of our
communities. | also recenily came across an
arucle in the AIDS Vancouver Volunteer Voice
titled “Confidentiality: Why I Have o Hide
Part of Myself at AIDS Vancouver” written by
& vol of that organization. It acted as a
catalyst for various thoughts about trust,
confidentiality, privacy and secrecy that I had
been ruminaung on for a while (yes, like a
cowll). This anonymous writer does not
properly flesh out some of the ethical issues
that we, whether HIV-positive or -negative,
ought to deal with. [ emphasize “we” because
AIDS and HIV in the gay community does not
belong to those who have been diagnosed,
those who have chosen to know, or those who
are “promiscuous” (read: more than one man in
your adult sexual lifc). Issues of confidential-
ity, secrecy and trust involve all of us and they
are the homework we all have to do to
effectively deal with sexual and social

“safety,” if there is sucha |.lung Cunﬁdcnml-
ity has a legal and a

such fine pearls on swine. Mandatory testing is
the goal of those who insist that gay men still
give each other the virus because we tend to
hurt ourselves (palernalistic shit) or simply
because we are immora) and do not have any
sense of passing onto next generations
(religious bullshit).

It is usually assumed that it is the “contami-
nated” individual's responsibility to disclose
his status, [ think this might be true if one does
it for worthwhile reasons and not for the wrong
ones. Hiding one's HIV status or one's sexual
orientation can only hinder in the long term
many of the human relationships one tries o
foster. Let's say I fall in love with my fuck
buddy and I want 1o have him stay for
breakfast, [ dry swallow my AZT while he
looks the other way, | panic when he talks of
suntanning, and I roll over and play dead when
he suggests jogging. How do [ tell him what |
really need and make him mine if the basics
haven't been covered yet? Telling one's close
{ricnds might not take the terror and the
sadness away, bul it smoothens the bad ride a1
times; telling one’s supervisor allows an
individual to take time off work or to plan for
the future; telling one's HIV status 1o the world
i allows some individuals 10 struggle

example, “The code of cthics of the Canadian
Medical Association requires that a physician
keeps in confidence information derived from
his or her patient and divulge such information
only with the permlnim of the patient or if
required 10 do so by law.” (Caswell 21: 1990,
A.I'DS Eﬂuﬂ‘ a.ndLaw] A mt:posmvc -

is no e
brochure AJDS.‘HW and Your Legal Ri,gim in
B.C. However, in the everyday world of our
communities, there is no such normative
standard. There is instead a widespread and
traditional convention that one doesn't go
around spilling one's beans on John, Peter and
Paul sbout their sexual orientation or HIV
status, However, what if we do? Are we
breaching a legal standard based on an ethical
standard? Well, no. When we tell someone else
something as general as “He is HIV-positive,”
we are not telling anything about how that
individual acquired HIV, are we? When we
say, “He is heterosexual,” we do not
necessarily mean that he fucks missionary
style. He might have twisted and perverse
sexual proclivities. A no-no would be to
sanction what he docs in the privacy of his
bedroom or to play candid camera with the
unsuspecting gentleman.

Unfortunately, our societal prejudices and
homophobia tend 10 make us automatically
press the fag alen button. What if the person
got HIV from an accidental pinch with a
t;mnle while cleaning rooms at a cheap

hotel? Now, keeping the
misunderstanding between sectecy and

but

with a tough burcaucracy sround HIV to obtain
benefits and respect for all of us.

‘The writer of the “Volunteer Voice” article
wishes that information could be safe. Sorry, it
can't. Have you heard of the slogan
"Knowledge is Power™? [ also think that
“Knowledge is Danger”. The moment one gets
information and know-how, one acquires
power, but one is also expected to take a stance
in life. If I'm diagnosed with HIV, I act upon it
mdlu'ylomake the best decisions based on

That inf ion can cause
rne an emotional breakdown, lead me 1o spend
all my savings on so-called alternative

there’s
a rumour..

I have something

to tell you...

of confidentiality are observed quite well in
that organization. Ew:pnml, there always arc.
Our anonymous writer speaks of “numerous
instances where stafl has broken confidentiality
in the in the interest of informing others,” 1
wonder how a staff person is supposed o carry
on with her work load without tclling someone
clse some significant details about a client Is
that information used to denigrate the client?
No. Is a doctor prevented from explaining in
detail my body problems to & specialist so he
can fix me? No.

However, our incognito writer louches on a
very important point when he complains about
the “us/them” mentality that | insist is
promoted by making sexual onenlation and
HIV status a secrel. There is in the literature, in
the nfa m umpuxns nnd waruhops and in

A SLrong
creats boxes: patients and doctors, healthy am:l
discased, alive and dead, HIV-positive uld
HIV-negative, and safe and unsafe. Every ume
we create a binary, we also establish a
hierarchy of assumptions. Doclors are more
intclligent and always better prepared than
patients (something PWAs have put to the test,
thank you), HTV-positives are less of a person
than HIV-negatives, homosexual men are Jess

therapies, or it can lead me to try d ly to
find love in all the wrong places, Information
is meant to be circulated. ACT UP's slogan
“Silence = death" embodies that necessity to
say "1 am what [ am” clearly, to denounce
injustice or tp vent my anger in construclive
ways. Now, information can be used for
different purposes and this will determine the
shape it takes. A picce of gossip, slander, a
libel, an obscenity or a lie are intended to be
weapons o destruct or oppress. A
conversation, an :dvm.-. a pcﬁoml commient
arc intended to

Information is not safe. Driving cars is made
safer by using the seat belt, sex is made safer
by using latex condoms and waler-based lubes,
however there 1s not hiding from lw:sl: o!' fae,
shit happens!l What is safe? In my [ 1

1 m.n h ' dndcs' ¥ f
less worthy than heterosexual males, and many
other assumptions that we need to fight
everyday. Keeping the HIV status as a temble
secrel does not help in this struggle o break
down oppressive labels.

Being open about one's status helps create a
more comprehensive image of who we are,
how diverse we are and how powerful in our
own situations we have b Being open
about one’s HIV status also brings some of our
pressing issues right in front of people’s noses.
Itis not so easy to dismiss us, it is not so casy
to say “we have done enough for those

“infected™ with HIV." I admit that once one
has faced the world openly as an HIV-positive
mdmdml one is rcquur.d c:phmlly and

fuck hard and dry, no condoms.
Keeping our HIV status a secrel makes this
information a signed blank cheque for

confidentiality might be doing nothi
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perp ing those prej and YP
Yes, AIDS doesn’t only kill fags. However, it
is still our Canadian reality that most of us
living with HIV and AIDS are gay (not all
Anglos, mind you!l). Al present, it is likely
that most horny individuals will not disclose
their HIV status 1o their equally aroused trick
du jour, This is fine as long as they have
consistently managed (o translate those many
slogans like "Put it in if you dress it up” into
reality. I say most gay men do try safe sex
most of the time, and believe me [ do extensive
and intensive research Lo come to any such
definitive conclusion. I refuse 1o carry a sign
that says “1 have AIDS and [ love it”™, I firmly
believe that I do not have a moral obligation of
disclosing my status if I fuck nfcly witha
trick. If it takes two to tango, is it the
obligation of the HIV-positive partner 1o
disclose his HIV status? One uses one's hats
stralegically. I mean you don't wear all your
jewellery when you walk in a neighbourhood
pl-gund by Nm tkinhcads. This is not because
you're ¢l d, have no sell-esteem, and have
50 pol

political visicm. One simply docsn't wasle

I extortion. [t becomes a weapon o
hurt, a bleeding wound. Our anonymous wriler
is hurt by staff conversations at AIDS
Vancouver about “those people with HIV™ and
he finds himself unable 1o stand his ground and
say “cut the crap, will you?" In the experiences
of many men living with HIV being open and
clear about their status and how they want to be
perceived has meant for them cm:!mg one of
the biggest rocks in the road. Yes, it is true that
there are assholes out there in our own
community who flee our pristine sheets in
scandal and scorn when one tells them one is
ptmuve It Ihey only knew last night when they
donr £ You wi covering your

treasure with good old reliable Saran Wrap. It
is unfortunate that more than ten years into this
crisis, there remains some widespread denial
and lplthy lboul this epidemic. When it comes
toh I people resp vary, but
most of the time they either do not
acknowledge any of this. It simply doesn't
register (hello in therell) or they are pretty cool
about it (mostly women),

Finally, I would like to make a comment
about AIDS Vancouver. I believe the standards

licitly 1o be g others. |
sometimes wonder i this is the first time that
members of society had to face death and
illness. Were we immortals before 19807
Finally, I resct very strongly to our
anonymous writer's statement that *AIDS
Vancouver tends to use PWAs and people with
HIV" because they are inviled 1o implement
programs. Although [ strongly agree that uny
support or educational program in a non-profit
organization should by definition be
pmicip;m and enhance reciprocity, that is
giving as much as receiving, | don't see how
AIDS Vancouver can be accused of “using"
people. An AIDS testimonial in a speaking
engagement for example might not directly be
a ﬂmapeutw scssion for the PWA speaker, but
it is not supposed to be (neither for him nor for
the audience). We have 1o do our homework 1o

derstand that a lesti 1 or a workshop is
only an opportunity for dnlogue We cannot
determine what people are going to feel for us.
It is tedious and di pr g o see feel
pity for me, and it is also sad that they cannot
be passed that emotion to do something more
constructive with their feelings,

Francisco Ibatiez is a Latino gay man living
with AIDS. He is doing PhD research at Simon
Fraser University.



