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Statement of principles
The Angles colecive m.p oo p__-; WUWI.TURMISMHD AlDS: understood yet. We are members of ethnic
MOGU) whh giee S sy . [ e DO o1 - - - groups, of coalitions of peoples with
A OA, Do, W B 208 e ' ' disabilities, of labour unions and of manage
{ Angles o cormmited to e gouls of by bl and esbian no‘“ the rl ht thln ment tcams. Sometimes living in all these
m:rmwrmm;mm: n worlds at the same ume can be extremely
st g2y uration . difficult. Thus, border-crossing from being a
e e | by Frovio ot

straight hockey player at noon to being a horny
slut at midnight in a sleazy gay tavern might be
completely misundersiood. Sometimes,
crossing from one country 1o another puls
immigrants at nisk. Forms of HIVIAIDS

Comsient wih Bess prnabies and mbpdt ' 10808
maabons Angfes scoecis a'bcies from o roups n e lesban,
iy mnd baaxual commanibes on Ther plans, policies and
Ehviee

mmhtememmm“aumaﬂmd
the ‘isms” containedinthe obsessive mantras of political
correctness are intimately linkedtoHIV and AIDS.

s 1 collsctve commind o e emabonal esbagay
Tberabon movermanl, Avles ahkes posfions on questions of

prevention education premused on
cancam 1 gayy wd mtars Avgles commitment i multiculturalism help us understand that not
Ihe gosis of iestagyy IbarLbo” -oladem ) COmmATenl ity
W The emmational lesbigay oe man

everyone is lotally “gay” or totally
“promiscuous” or “racist” but that we do .
culture and by doing it every day differently,
we constanly take risks. [ can come up with
my own slogan, “Change = Risk". Safer sex
fauls 1o tell us this. One simple way of making
ourselves aware of our lack of cultural
| awarcness is 1o follow a simple lest: iry 0 wnlc
down six names of well known Asian-
| Canadians, First Nations penple, openly lesbian
1 and gay people, and Canadian women or men
living (or who lived) with HIV/AIDS. How

rvarmeni
¥ anding he oppression of bawmals, lesbins and
says
¥ ending wimminy oppression
¥ suppont tor dverwity, Innovaion and sxperiment in
win of ving
e nght of wammin 1o be independent of men
ppart for workers' defence of heir scodomic
wd political nghits
e free and unresiricted righl to consensual sexual
and affachonsls sxpression
¥ the nght of ol peopla of il sges, colours,
appearances or abihbes to full and equal
partcpation in ol aspects including saxual, of

4 44
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e coversge of ssues and events of importancs lnln'ylcm)fuunomeugwim?wmt_'uum

to ha quy, bissyual and leabian _-ﬂflhia? 1‘-. o in AIDS

::':""::l::"" - education fights prejudice and (homo/xeno)
a ied 10 e prg— : phobias and it also fights invisibility. Take a

Angles |8 comm covenge

utnu‘m.tnnmﬁafhhﬂluu g look around. ) ]

lesbigny communites We celebrate e One may say that multiculuralism means

community's schisvements and victones.

Angles publishes articies which describs of ESSeSs
wvents of the larger communlty ‘which are ol
significance ot Intarest to Vancouvel bissxudls,

; . everything. It might. Most importantly,
P multiculturalism is a means, not and end. When

. we get o the end of this road, if we ever get s
fetbians snd gays In sddison 1o providing ' there, we will sce something totally different. 1

informatiea, s analymrs e issues, draws L5

gondusons sadones of 8pontons activibes. *

don't have those answers. The world will not be
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The Pacific AIDS Resoutce Cantrs Is now
jocts Inftiated by
:ﬂuﬂn Shown

home to three AIDS research and support
and for three communities not reached by typlcally surocentric AIDS
here, l‘rlnllﬂhlhltllr.lbarﬂnlflhldu&lnodlm
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AIDS Network (BAN). Photo by Il Kezachenko.

Ce y-based AIDS ed: arc aware
of these subtle connections, bul they do not
always have the energy and time to follow the
threads that seam together these themes. AIDS
educators need to work within a flexible

finition of multiculturalism that allows the
various issues 1o interplay.

What is culture, anyway? I resist citing one
single erudite definition. 1 think culture is not
somethmg that exists out there like a “thing”.
WGdonllmI]wwlyyledohmdLm
is how the African-American phrase, “do the
right thing" ires its compl ing. We
do culture when we share, among other
possibilities, a tradition, a language (for
example, a way of talking about our world like
the highly specialized gay jargon used in their

1 col ). a set of i

“inferior”). Popular belief about
multiculturalism, supported by government
patronizing and manipulatory social marketi

xd

multicultural and diverse and tolerant and all

those good words. The world will be something

we do not know yet and we may not be able 1o
name it before then.

Although multiculturalism may well be
another invention to deal with some form of
white, middle-class guilt, I believe that AIDS
educators must constantly reclaim the term.
Let's not get frozen by the labels. When as an

would have us believe that we are cats and dogs
living in one blissful kennel. Multiculturalism
should reflect the coming out and border-
crossing of animals into each other’s territories.
In AIDS education, it is imperative o work
from an inclusive model of sculurali;

AIDS ed 1 think that my workshops,
Lestimonials, brochures and political work need
to be multicultural, I don't target one colour
and one language. I find the “black and white”
approach to multiculturalism racist and self-
dﬂful:ms. |§1 L“"[M_’;d““ needs o be

As a gay man living with AIDS, | cannot expect
o come to my turf and und d my

ible. Its
Mwmaqm&mnﬂmmklwuwmbe

battles. On more than one occasion, | have had
to bite my lips not to shut down a h hobi

P g When [ think of muluculturalism,
1 think of endless intersections of social aspects

remark by a participant of an AIDS 101
workshop where I have chosen not be “out™.
More than once, I have not expressed my anger
when a gay man comes up with a racist

stance (gay liberation, civil rights movement,
femimism), a set of belicfs (Catholicism), a
lifestyle (vegetarianism, sadomasochism), &
way of living (ethics, morals), and an
iconography {2 way of rep ing and secing
ourselves -- gay clone, etc). Sharing a culture
does not mean thinking alike or being identical
or looking alike. In fact, not all Latinos are hot,
not all gringos are cold. Some gay men, for

m’ﬁ',l.-.aﬂ_—mmu.

Fichard Bunnar, John Stratore Krg Mg Agno. Jessie
Sinraer, Meita Winide: . Swve Broger
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Jeast for its looks) and desires (being fuckers
and fuckees). The point is that none of that
makes each individual better or worse than the
others but an active participant in the social
game. This is what makes AIDS work
interesting and challengi

instructions (first negotiate, second put

on

static and safe (being lesbian is safe, being a
fag is unsafe, by definition). We are not
or

Anvgla 5w pubished by T

Juins; we are models working

‘Vancouver Gay Community
Cantra s«-m;lmw 1985 and under tha name VGCC
1979 to November 1983 Angles s enlitied 1o

Centre The GLC operates a centre for communiy services at
1170 Bute Street 23 well &5 e other sarvices isted In Angles
Community Services paga Prinisd in a unlon shop.

the social runway. . . move o the right, now
move to the left |j he ahi la diferencia Ul As an
AIDS educator, | need to own my definition of
multiculturalism. If you need to own yours, I
have one thing to say: "You better work!1"”

gg il acknowiedgement, provided copyright ' not rtained
Ty the suthon o artsts.

along", as Rodney King said in 1993, and live
together happily ever after. It also means the
struggle to achieve this utopia.

¥ p (for ple, people an
welfare are made to feel or seem themselves as

racism, sexism or classism, bul seeks
1o und d many realitics. I read h

and in particular [ think of those who are lefi at
the margins: homeless white people, Latinas in
prison, etc.

When 1 think “multiculturally”, [ see that still
in Vancouver immigrant women get the run-

= P PP e or or joke. My exy around if they request that their family
D S Dnikl Stackhoess liberating norms (anti-sodomy laws, censorship  multiculturalism is strategic. It docs not physician test them for HIV, men and women
o siat Cla b Co-pesinpfor: Al Wrght laws, non discnminaty licies), a political |

who do not speak “good™ English do not get the

some basic strategies o respond to unfair
remarks: don't ignore (the remark), engage and
explain, don't be afraid of possible tension or
conflict, be aware of your own attitudes and
limitations, strive toward understanding (not
guilt), be a role model, and be non-judgemental
(but know the bottom line).

(lovers, friends, allies, enemies, accomplices,
elc). However, multicultaralism needs 1o

that not all cul are of the same
value, A (riend of mine wrote “some cultures
can be called *better’ than others to the extent

B

is why most AIDS educators working in a
multiculural environment react strongly

than-thou and advocate for the destruction of
homosexuals, the exodus of “forcigners” and
other final solutions. One ominous sign of their
impact is the growing language of inclusion
these “new right”" groups have adopted in order
to seduce the conservative scgments of the
“ethno-cultural” population. By doing this, an
antificial distance is created between

v i

) and i (lesbi

of l?ohw] are a source of strength for political
action,

good or bad. Unfortunately, connections
b HIV, b e %

promised “pre- and post-test counselling™
(usually used as a metaphor for mere
information), Ministry of Social Services and
Housing workers do not have the ume (or ke
the time) to inform people living with HIV/
AIDS about their options and possibilitics,
doctors still communicate with “patients™ with
obscure and threatening jargon such as “T-

aar < ; ; Mullindn.tnl:: recognizes the existence of  cells™ and “anti-viral drugs”, and “safe sex”

ple, share budd lothing styles, many cultures and looks at their value, posters and brochures for all sh

muﬂ: track lighting and viruses. We may share Multiculturalism is about “families of origin™ made-by-Nautilus bodies ﬂ m rc]:m;:nl
PR . March pleasures (a taste for cock, for its touch or at (Mom and Dad) and “families of choice™

18,5 od diis ia W

people I know with cellulites, pimples and ugly
hairdos. The obsession of “safer sex™ to show
streamlined, unblemished bodies (of any
colour) reflects our consumerist obsession for
the “looks” that distegards the quality. AIDS

Multiculturalism should help us make those
connections for us and our communities.

= 2z . At the level, :
e T e SR e e e
T is, il revolves . “Safer sex” “family right groups”, “extreme right” and even when [ f the li s
Subscriptions: 2. cma n canada 520 describes the identities of those involved other . i o lights and shed my
mumnmg‘gm-mwh oy o groups that define themsclves as holier-

clothes, my lesioned skin and my broken
English accent. In the sheliering shadows of my
bedmpm.hﬂlecxcellmuid:uflgmdf\nk.l
am still unavoidably “me”. As a gay man, as a
rr!ml.wing with AIDS, as Latino, as a Cana-
ﬂ!lﬂ,l exhibit i the map of body the marks of
history, migrati and pl My
body is the evidence of a journey.

, o) R it i the Multiculturalism i ]
.ﬂuﬁu”?om'k“m“““q“ lm‘:m it dit “Imdm ““'ﬂti‘;"hﬁﬂ'mﬁ&lyﬁﬂm“mddu me find my way. “whmlm;‘;m‘?':"'h“[“;x
Tha colachve. Tha pubbcation of sn advartsament doss n t means that it is desirable strugg “civil rights™. are not he morning after

e oiosis Mt ot o 5 i dows not mply = nimgrspeind coit Tt gl idmw.mlmﬂmlw e myself and the others, this is onc of the few
mmnllqw%qpmﬂam Srggt “"‘"‘“_ such

ways | have of understanding my life and the
life of others.

; | B Francisco Ibariez is a Latino immigrant livi
Second class mal ammber 8342, Multiculturalism reflects the everyday living of AIDS educators understand that no one i ith AID: esend, he i & gl
VT2, 184 conflicts and strugles between people who are  essentially and exclusively homosexual, edmic WRA NI, Al priaces, A i eeking en tis
153 024-2100. different and who are made different by 3 !

PhD a1 Simon Fraser University. He is a
member of VIDA, the Latin American

; , . sexual
practices, ethnic background are not well

Co for HIVIAIDS Prevention Education
and the BC AIDS Secretariat.

n L prevention focuses on the biological aspect - \ -

Carl Akda Darsh enging. that they create and sustain conditions for not to “catch™ it, not 1o “show™ it AIDS

¥eakon, Doug Barr, Bob Bridger. sohn Codhvane, Doronn The ";ufct sex model” of IBWAI’DS human beings that are more pleasant, more just  education goes beyond the body to making the
n--w'mnmm‘nuim.w preve doces not Fully and more productive than others. In this sense,  connections between health, mental health,

Von Fosen, John ‘o Bobky Wong, Garen comsider the issues of multiculturalism. “Safer  a culture based on slavery is “worsc’ than other ~ poverty, well-being, ethnic et

Somarville, Myshia, Nick Boston, Miodrag Kojadinovic, e sex” describes the mechanics of sex as & social forms.” [ could not say it any better. This ’ fase

Binetts, Tony dukes. Coffea by Viv. . universal set of easy-to-follow, one-size-fits-all





