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by Francisco Ibanez

Gay people all over the world, and
particularly the western gay popula-
tion, have undergone an Americani-
zation of “Gayness " This influence is
evident in Latin America, mostly among
those gays who are daringly “out of
the closet”. They have had the wit and
the guts to survive successive bouts of
brutal military repression, and have
also survived one of the most endemic,
ingrained forms of homphobia: ma-
chismo. Those who felt they did not
have much to lose by being openly gay
were usually either from the upper
classes or from the lower classes. In
both extremes, the social environment
has provided Latin American gay males
excuses to condone their “deviant”
behaviour. In contrast, being lesbian
carries a double stigma: that of being
unable to satisfy a man and being
unwilling to adopt a mother/house-

wife role. Leshians do not fit the mythi-
cal and contradictory role of the vir-
gin/whore. According to Latin Ameri-
can popular beliefs, “a man is a man.”
He can get married, have an outgoing
social life, show his prowess, and “fool
around.” Men with money can simply
get away with being queer. Lower
class gay men have been generally
regarded as a sort of handicapped people
in their communities and treated as
such. Women in the marginal barrios
have always showed pity and compas-
sion sheltering these homosexual men
in their domestic worlds. Working class
men, on the other hand, have gener-
ally treated gays as circus hunchbacks,
creatures who are biologically dys-
functional. Gays are usually ap-
proached as women, as inferiors, and
areraped and abused justlike women.
The middle classes are often be-
tweenarock and a hard place in Latin
America. They seem unable to climb
up to the top and deeply fear falling
into the rubble. In their pursuit for
better values (ridiculously modelled
after those values and tastes suppos-
edly possessed by the upper classes),
the middle class has traditionally dis-
played a convenient air of prudery
and conservatism in relation to gays
and leshians. In the midst of these
antagonistic elements, each particu-
lar Latin American country developed
distinctive forms of lesbian and gay
expression. The term “gay” has been
widely adopted in Latin America be-
cause, asin U.S. English, it is fashion-
able, it represents status, and partly
because the word gay had gradually
gained respect and political strength
in the North in the ’60s and especially
in the '70s.
The development of Latin Ameri-
can gay and lesbian sexuality and
identity has been less political than in

North America, but only 1n the sense
that in was not institutionalized for a
long time. This process is still in its
inception today. It could not have been
expedited on a continent that has been
steadily exposed to political and, per-
haps worse, to foreign and indigenous
socio-cultural repression. It has been
virtually impossible for gay men to be
political in countries where the rigid
class systems, the machismo, and of-
ten, the militaristic doctrine has ac-
tively dispossessed them of any pos-
sible voice. Lesbians have suffered
more. In spite of this slow political
development, gay groups in Latin
America are now finding a strong source
of identity and political representa-

tion. They have begun to call out their
names and raise their voices because,
asin North America, theyare the first
ones to confront the issues around
AIDS,

Last year I had the chance to re-
turn to Chile and visit La Corporacion
Chilena de Prevencion del SIDA
(Chilean Corporation of AIDS Preven-
tion - CCPS). This isa very small non-
governmental organization (NGO)
created and run by a handful of pro-
fessional people, most of them gay
men. The educational work they do is
essentially grass roots. Funding is an
everyday nightmare for them.This
financial struggle is shared by other
similar organizations such as Grupo
Gay da Bahia (Bahia, Brazil), and
Comunidad Homosexual Argentiana
(ACHA). One of the problems that
they have encountered is that of how
to define a public identity. No organi-
zation that wants to be public in Chile
would ever call itself a gay or lesbian
organization. Nor could they specifi-
cally advocate gay and lesbian rights.In
a way, this may be an advantage. In
North America, NGOs that deal with
AIDS are invariable labelled “queer”,
which deters some of their potential to
reach larger segments of the popula-
tion. Some of the problems that CCPS
has faced are obtaining medical help
for confidential AIDS testing, attract-
ing the attention of the local medical

and social authorities to the m_ain 15-
sues around AIDS, and most impor-
tantly, educating people who are es-
sentially unprepared for the epidemic
and who sometimes do not want to
listen to anything related to AIDS. I
visited an annex of one of the main
prisons in Santiago 1n July of 1969
The nurse that was in charge of this
particular group of inmates who have
been separated from the rest of the
prison population because “thgy ht‘we
AIDS", did not make any distinction
between “living with” HIV+, ARC, or
AIDS. I talked to some of the inmates
in the squalid rooms that some 20 of
them occupied. Their living conditions
were extremely poor. They had never

been properly informed about their
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HIV+ status, or educated about their
future and their personal care. In
contrast, I clearly remember the nurse
emphasizingthe authorities’ efforts to
track down these people’s contacts in
order to “round them up.” These gays
from the lower and lower middle classes
constitute most of the clientele of the
CCPS which runs an informational
workshop every Saturday and a sup-
port group for men living with HIV.
InLatin America and North Amer-
ica, careand compassion have taken a
common shape. A reduced “out of the
closet” section of the gay community
takescare of the needsof all those who
have an alternative sexuality or way
of living and takes care of those who
fall prey to AIDS (gay and non-gay).
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Non-governmenta| organizations
devoted to providing human ser, Ice
Trmd promoting change, disseminate
information, carry out necessary re.
search in the communities, and ;:o to
raIl_les, When they assist someone why
1s sick, they do not ask her/him if she
was “out” and an AIDS activist befors
Lhe_y gotsick. Fair enough, What 1S 1
entirely fair is the double standar
held by the government with respe.
to such groups. Authorities acknou |
edge AIDS issues onlyin part by del.
gating many of its responsibilities
gay and lesbian groups that it refuse
to officially recognize,

Catholicism and militarism hav
also been shrines of prudery and denial
The reactions to the actualemergence
of the AIDS epidemic have ranged
from outright repression to inaction,
In countries such as Cuba, gay people
have been arbitrarily “medicalized”
and penalized Latin American gov-
ernments have been doing little or no
education to prevent the spread of
AIDS. They have also done virtually
nothing to help those living with HIV,
and AIDS. There is a paradoxical par:
allel between the reaction of thos
infected with HIV and the response
Latin American governments. The fi
reaction of most HIV+ peopleisthat
denial. This has also been the initi
reaction of authorities and the main
stream community. Only in the lat
'80s have the administrations of dif
ferent countries slowly come forth with
different efforts to control a disease

Continued on page 14
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people. It must be democratic.”

continued from page 2
the FSLN against blaming N:ca‘ru
guans who had voted for UNO. “Thi
people who voted for UNO are the
samepeop]ewahavetosupportam!lh
concerned with”,

“We mustn’t lose hope. We must
think of revolution not as something
that happens overnight, but as a lont |
process. By definition, revolution must
take place with the involvement of the

r L 7 \ TIM LOUIS & COMPANY
BURNABY CONSUMER bx T TAWYES
SERVICES CO-OPERATIVE N T A s
6934 Winch Street, Burnaby, B.C. = == sl FAMILY LAW
UNITED CHURCH BOOK SHOP . one CRIMINAL LAW
Avw:g;rlbxgﬁ?ﬂt prlocrg:'r iﬂﬂm::l ;?P::.F BOOKS, SUPPLIES, GIFTS &!l'li: L’ : [lm:.d-m‘ Im,;‘:: Driving)
les, hardware (appliances, tools, toys), wills 5 mmigrabon
grocerles, ha m,f,fgﬂ... :gsvsn:‘n.:veo::v-:: .;v;nuo VOO B Legel Ald Reforas u&w:
Member and non-member orders welcome! VBJ 1M7 Wellare/UIC Appeals - 90 FER *All prices plus Disburiemen |
s Pkl J 108 - 2182 W. 12th 7327678 |
Call Bob Smith at 420-3097 \ TIM LOUIS i |
B e




TJ04aNvH TYHOIN snotw | ¢/
SLOL-TEL WIT] "M TBIT - 801 brro-veL (v09) 113l N 160E-02Zy 18 yyws qod 11ed
rungsq s soud (V. B OM - 04y DI AmPY LWL r9A {9UICO|BM §1OPIO JAGLIALI-UOU puE JequBH
ey iy pry pdoy  WomRdy 3 buteo) X0 9 8 "ennodusp S e
T Gonesiunn oo il-.!_!llamli S {(sAo1 'sjoo} .n-u___a“nn.a aJempiey ‘sejies0ib
o pormdu Supnpuy) $1419 'S3ddNS ‘SH00E | Yaded saindwos vo seoyud Juejjeaxa pue s83JA
WY1 TYNIWID pona A Jo Imgqad -1as Aseujploenxe ylm do-02 bujAng Japio-aid ¥
oy e e dOHS Y004 HOHNHD a3L1INN
AT KTINEAS s = = -9°g ‘Aqeuing ‘19215 UUIM VEES
R ZS5 3JAILYHIO-00 SIOIAHIS
SUIAMVT TVIAL % HIWNSNOD ABVYNHNE
ANVAWOD % SINOT WIL & L& p

__ JouBioowap aq ysnw 91 “e(doad ‘(Aed-uou pue Led) SAIV 03 £3ad [[B)  [BIIPaW [BIO] BYY JO UOTIUAIE AL} Jur  urueyyeanod ssa| uaaq sey Kyuapt

|| 31 jo Juawaaoaut ay) yitm 208(d axey
uonnoaal‘uorjluyap Aq ‘ssadoad
Fuo| e se nq ‘JySiuzaao suaddey jeiyy
duiyjawos S8 jou ﬂoﬂﬂ—go.— Jo uaﬂ.mﬁ
psnw apy cadoy aso[ JUisSnUL M,
I pauwiauod
iq pueoddns 03 2aey am a[doad awes
Jy) 218 QN[ 40} pajoa oym aqdoad
UL, ‘ONI 40} P230A pey oym suend
wapaty dunuelq jsuede NISJA Yl
Z a8od wouf panurjuod

[euapae)

FI adod uo panuyuo)

ISBISIP B [043U0d 0 SHOYI JULILIP
LM 1110 9109 A[MO[S SILIJUTO) JUALIJ
P Jo suohiunsIuIIpe ay) eAvq 808,
2je[ Ay} ut AU "AUNWWOI WeL)s
-UlBW 3Y) PUB SITILIOYINE JO UOIRBIL
[BLUL 3Y) UIIq OS[E SBY SIY], ‘[eap
Jojeyystagdoad + A TH I50W jo UoIPRAIL
1811 A, 'STUIUUIIA0T UBILIAWY UTjET]
Jo asuodsalay) pue ATH Y3m pajaajut
S0y} JO UOIIEBAI Y} udamjaq [I[Me
-1ed (earxopesed v s 919y, ‘S [V Pue
ATH s Buta| 9soyy djay oy Sutyjou
K|(eniaia auop os[e aasy Layy, 'SAIV
Jo peaids ayy jusaaid 03 uorjeanpa
ou 10 [N Sulop uaaq sAvYy sJUIWUII
A0d uwdLBWY unE] pamvuad puw
LJDITUBNPIW, A[UBINGIE U aABY
a|doad £ed ‘eqn)) se YIns saLIJUNOD U]
"uoijarUL 03 uotssaadas Jyduyno woy
paduer aaey swwapida gy ayy jo
32uaS1awa [BN308 aY) 0} SU01}IBAL IY,
‘[e1uap puw Liaprud jo sauLys uadq os[e

9ABY WSUEJ[IW PUB WSII[OYIR)
"azudodar L[[L1d1}jo 0}
sasnja1 J11eY) sdno.s uslqsa| pue Aed
07 sanjyiqisuodsal syt jo Kuew Suned
-ajap £q Hed ut Kjuo sansst [V 28p?
-[mouype sanjuoyjny “sdnoid yons 03
129dsal Y juawuiaaod ayy £q play
spiepuels a|qnop ayj st ey Lajua
10U STIBYAL "Ydnoua aie,] “yars 03 Lay)
310Jaq 1SIAIIB G [V UL PUE IN0, SBM
AYS J1WIY/IAY HSE Jou op £3y] ais st
OYM IUOILOS ISISSE A3 UM "SaI[[EL
03 03 pUE ‘SJIUNWIUWIOI IY} UL YILBIS
-a1 K1essadrau Jno Luwd ‘uoneuwaojul
ajeutwassip ‘@8usyd Surjowod pue
ao1a13s uewny Suiptaoid 0 paI0Aap
suonjeziuesL0  [BJUIWUIIA0T-UON

SINIZVOY A *
#~GY3LS0d
SaQy0lIPI M

oYM 35043 Jo a1ed Sy e} pue JurAl] jo
Aem 10 £)1[ENX3S IATVULII[E U dARY
OYM 350U [[ JOSPIauU 3]} JO 21EI 83X¥)
Aunwwods £ed ayj jo uorjoas jasop
3y} jo yno,, pasnpal y ‘adeys uowwod
B U2){©] 2ARY UOISSBAWO0D PUE 3182 ‘BIL
~I3UIY Y}ION PUB BILIIUIY UT}BT U]
"AIH Yimm Sutar] uaw oy dnoud jrod
-dns e pue Aepinjeg £1aaa doysyiom
[BUOTJBULIOJUT UB SUNJ ydym S400
3 Jo A[2JUA[I IY} JO JSOW NILISU0D
SISSB[D A[PPIW JaMO[ PUB JaMO[ Y} WoLj
sked 9say, ,dn wayj) punos, 03 J9pI0
ut §3283u00 s a|doad asaly) umop yauay
03 sHoya sanuoyine ey Jurziseqdwa
98INU A 1AL AR | 9584IU0D
uf "aaed [euossad Jwy) puw ainjny
4194} INOQE PAJLINPD 10 ‘SNYS +ATH

1Yy jnoge pawtojur A1adoad udaq
190U pey KAy, 100d A[IUIB11X3 31IM
SUOTIpU0d Sutal] Jtay [, "patdnado wayy
J0 (7 9wos BY] SWooL penbs ayj ut
SjBWUL A} JO AW0S 03 Pay|¥l [ ‘SAIV
10 DYV +ATH MIw Bulalf, usamiaq
uonunstp Aue ayuw j0u pIp  SAIV
aany Kay, asnedaq uone|ndod uostad
ayy jo 3521 Y] wody pajetedas uaaq
aABy oy sajewul Jo dnosd agmataed
st} JO 93IBYI UL STM JEY) BSINU AY],
‘6861 Jo A[np ut odenueg ut suosud
ULEW 9Y) JO JUO JO XIUUE UB PIjIsia
[ 'SAIV 0 paie[as Sunpfue 03 uANs||
0] JUBM J0U OP SIWIWOS OYM puw
arwapida ayy 1oy patedadun Ajenuas
-s3 asu oym ajdoad Suneanps ‘L juny
-sodwt jsow pue ‘GIV PUnOlE s3ns
-§1 ULBL 3Y] 07 SIUIOYINE [B120S Pub

-jortyje ‘Gurysa) GV [BrUapijuod 10j
d[ay [earpaw Fulule)qo 318 pade) S8y
Sd0D 12y1 swajqoxd ayj jo awog "uory
-gndod ay3 jo sjuswdas tedie| yoval
o7 [erjuajod 11943 JO IWIOS S1973P LITYM
‘ Asanb,, pa[[aqe| 3|qeuBAUT 318 SV
yja [uap Y] SODN ‘BILAWY YON
uf "oSejueApe UB aq Avw s1y) ‘Kem B
upsiydu uvigsa) pue Led apesoape L[[Bd
-ytoads Koy} p[noa Joy "uoreziuedio
uwiqsa[ 10 Aud v J[as)1 [[82 1242 p[noM
apy ) ur d1[qnd aq 07 SJUTM JBYJ UOLJBZ
-tuedio o) “Arpuapt ayqnd v suyap 0}
MOy JO B} ST Paiajunodua aasy Layy
juyy swajqod ay jo uQ (VHOV)
puRnUadIy [BNXISOWO}] prplunwoy)
pue ‘(pzuag ‘vuyug) wiyeg ep AeD
odnun) sB YINs SUONBZIUELIIO JB[1WIS
190 £q paaeys st 3[d3nugs [puBUY
suy wayy Joj asswiydu Kepiasa
uu st Jutpun g ‘sjo0a ssuad L[[vrjuassa
s10p Aay]) 34oM [BUOEINDI 3|, 'UdW
Led way) jo jsow ‘ajdoad [euUOLSSa)
-04d Jo [njpuBy ¥ £q UTU PUB PIBILD
(OON) uoneziueiio [HuawuIdA0d
-uou [[Bws 1A BSLSIYL, (SJDD - uon
-uaAaL] SV o uorjeiodioy ueafyy)
VAIS [3p UuobudAalf ap Buldiy)
uotavlodio)) B JISIA pUE (1Y) 0 ULIN}
-a1 07 aduBY? Ay} puy | Jeak jse]
‘samv
punole sanssi oy} JUOLJUOI 0] SIUO
1541 9y} 31w £a ] ‘eaUIWY YILON UISE
‘asnu0aq $2010A L1IY] ASTBL PUT SIWBU
113y3 Jno [[#2 09 undaq aavy A3y, ‘uon

-vjuasasdas [earrod pue Lyuapt jo
23005 Juoa)s B Sutpuy mou ue BILIULY
ue ut sdnosd Aed ‘quawdopaaap
ﬁdu:.doa Mmo[s s1y) jo apds uf “asow
pa1ayns JABY SUBLQSIT "AdN0A I[qIS
-sod fue Jo wayy pessassodsip £jaan
-0® sey auuop dnsuBiw Iy) ‘uAn
-J0 pue ‘owsIydEwW 3y} ‘swasis ssepd
pu ayj adaym sauunod ut feanod
aq 0y uaw Aed tof aqissodwr L|[enpia
u23q SBY J 'U0155a1dal [BIN}NI-0108
snouadipul pue udidao} 0 ‘asiom sdey
-dad ‘pue [earjijod 0] pasodxa A[ipeats
udaq Y JEY) JUIUGUOD ¥ uo payipadxa
u33q IABY J0U pMo3 J] ‘Aepoj uondadut
S Ut [[13S st §sad0ad sy, "awry Juo|
B 10J PAZI[RUONMILISUL J0U SBM UL jBY)
asuas ay) ut K|uo Ingq ‘BIulawy oy

pue £)iEnXas UELqS3| puv Ked uwd
-y ulje jo Juawdo[2A3p Y],
'S0L, Y3 ut
[ ewadsa pue s(9, 243 Ut YHON 243 ut
y13uasgs [anijod pue jadsal pauted
A[enpeds pey Aed piom ayj asneaaq
Apaed pue ‘snym)s syuasatdad 3 ‘a[qe
-uotysey syt ‘ysidug "g' u1se 9snud
-aq BouaWy ure ut padope A[2pis
uaaq sey Aud, uiay ey, ‘uossaidxa
Ked pue uBIqSa[ JO SULIOJ IATPRUIISIP
pado[aAap £1junod UBI LAWY U] 18]
-nored yoea ‘sjuawala ansiuodejue
asay) jo jspiu ayy uy ‘suglqs9| pue
sAud 0} uorjE[al Ul WSJBALISUO) pUY
£1aprud jo uw juatuaaucd & pakerd
-s1p A[|BUOI}IpRL) SBY SSB[D 3PP 3y}
‘(sassu[d Jaddn ayy q passassod A[pa
-soddns 215} pue san[BA asoyl Jayye
pajlapow A[sno[natpia) san[ea 1333aq
40§ yinsand 12y} uf ‘a[gqnd syj ojut
duiyey 4uay L[daap pue doj ayy o} dn
quitd 0} 9[queun waas Lay[, ‘BILUIWY
urjer] utav[d pJey ¥ PUB Y201 B UIIM)
-aq UIYYo 3V SISSB[I I|PpiuL Y
‘uawom a1 }snlpasnqe pue pades ate
pue ‘sio113jut sE ‘UdWoMm SE payoreozd
-de Aensn aap sken ‘[BuonIUNY
-skp A[eatdojorq 21E OYM SIINIEALD
‘syprquouny snaw se sAud pajean Are
-19uad aaey ‘puey Jayo ayj uo ‘uaw
SSE[ SUD{I0A) "SP[40M ITJSIWOP JIaLf Ut
uaw [Enxasowoy asayl Juu(ays uots
-sedwiod pue £31d pamoys sAEm[B 2ABY
soLLIBq [RULIIRW Ay} UT UAWOAY 'YInS
SB P2)8al} PUB S2TJIUTILIWO0D J1aY} Ul
ajdoad paddesrpuey jo Hos e se papredal
A[[esauad uaaq aawy uaw Ked ssgp
damor] "1aanb Juiaq Yim Aeme 923
Ajdwts usd Aouow Yjwm uapy punole
(00}, pue ‘ssamold sty moys ‘aj1| [B120S
JuroFino ue sary ‘parivu ja8 uvd 9
JuBw e stuBw B, ‘sjatjaq te[ndod ues
-UAULY un e 0} Surpioady dioym/ud
-ITA 94} Jo 3ol £10321PBIIUOD pUB [BD
-IpAW 3Y) Y J0U OP SUBIGSF] ‘I[0L Ajtm
-asnoyyayjow e jdope o3 urumun
Juraq puw urw v £js1jes 09 a[qeun
Jutaq jo jey) :BWdIys A[QNOP B SILLIED
uetqsa| Juraq ‘JSeIju0d U UnotaByaq
LJUBLAID, 113y} BUOPU0d 0] SISNIXD
safew Led uwausury une] papuoad sey
JUIIUOILAU [BLIOS AY) ‘SALLALIND ([joq
U[ 'SISSB[D JIMO[ Y} WOy 10 SISSB[D
Jaddn ay) woyy 1ayla A[jensn asam
Aed Kjuado dutaq 4q aso| 03 Yonuw aaey
Jou pip £ay) 3(3) oym asoyJ, ‘owstyd
-ew viqoydwoy jo suuioj paureiSur
‘dlwapua jsow Y] JOAUO pAAIAINS ow._m
aAgy pue ‘uorssaadas ey [eynuq
JO SN0 BAISSAIINSG IALAINS O sinda
PUBIM Iy pry aary Lay ], Jasopay)
jo Ino, Ajduuep ate oym sked asoy
duowrw A(s0w ‘BOUIUY UnE Ut juapaa
Staduanyut sty ssauken jo uoijez
_:.r.u:,:cc(.. ue ocoxggtcﬁ ¢>._..._._. ‘uory
-e[ndod Ae3 winsam ayy Auepnonaed
PU® ‘p[1om 3y3 13A0 (e ajdoad Aun)

Z3ueq| oasiouel4 Aq

BOLISULY ULJE'] UL STV

B T o e e e e e S R e 5 )
e 10 1Yo UU0)) DILIWY UHDT




