
MEREE

P e oee e *

4 z i



by F r a n c i s c o ibanez N o r t h Amer ica, b u t only in t h e sense
t h a t in was not ins t i t u t i ona l i zed for a

Gay people a l l ove r the wor ld , and long t ime. T h i s process is st i l l i n i ts

P a r t i c u l a r l y the w e s t e r n gay popu la- inception today. I t could not have been

t ion , have unde rgone an A m e n c a n i - €*Pedited on a con t inen t tha t has been

za t i ono f ?Gayness . " T h i s in f l uence is s tead i ly exposed to pol i t ica l and, per-

evident in Lat in America, mostly among haps worse, to fore ign and ind igenous

those gays w h o are d a r i n g l y ?out o f S0cio-cultural repression. I t has been

t h e closet?. T h e y have had t h e w i t a n d V i r t u a l l y imposs ib le for gay ment ob e
the guts to surv ive successive bouts of Pe l i t i ca l in count r ies where t h e r i g i d

b ru ta l m i l i t a r y repression, a n d have ?ass systems, t h e Tmachismo, and of-
a l s o su rv i vedo n eo f t h e mos tendemic , ten , the m i l i t a r i s t i c doc t r ine has ac-

i ng ra ined fo rms o f homphobia: ma-

chismo. Those w h o fe l t t h e y did not

have much to lose byb e i n g open ly gay

were usua l l y e i t he r f r o m the upper
classes o r f r o m t h e lower classes. I n
both extremes, the social env i r onmen t

has provided La t i n American gay males
excuses to condone t h e i r ?deviant?

behav iour . I n cont rast , b e i n g lesb ian

car r ies a double s t i gma : t h a t o f be ing

unable t o sat is fy a man a n d b e i n g
u n w i l l i n g to adop t a mothe r /house -

wife role. Leshians do not f i t t h e my th i -

ca l and con t rad i c to r y role o f t h e v i r -
g in /whore . A c c o r d i n g to L a t i n A m e r i -

ean p o p u l a r bel iefs, ?a m a n i s a man.?

H e can get m a r r i e d , have an o u t g o i n g

social l i fe, show h is prowess , and ?fool

around.? M e n w i t h money can s imp l y

g e t a w a y w i t h b e i n g queer . L o w e r

c lass gay men have been g e n e r a l l y

regarded as a sorto fh a n d i c a p p e d people
i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s and t r e a t e d as

such. W o m e n in the m a r g i n a l ba r r i os

have a lways showed pi ty and compas-

sion she l te r ing these homosexual men

i n t h e i r domestic worlds. W o r k i n g class

m e n , on the o t h e r hand, have gener-

a l l y t reated gays as circus hunchbacks,
creatures who are b io log ica l l y dys-

func t i ona l . Gays are usua l l y ap-

p roached as women , as in fe r i o r s , and

are raped and abused j u s t l i k e women .
T h e m i d d l e classes are often be-

t w e e n a r o c k anda h a r d p lace i n L a t i n

Amer i ca . T h e y seem unab le to c l imb

u p to t h e t o p a n d deep ly fear f a l l i n g

i n t o t h e rubb le . I n t h e i r p u r s u i t for

b e t t e r va lues ( r i d i cu lous l y mode l l ed

a f t e r those va lues and tastes suppos-

e d l y possessed by t h e upper classes),

t h e midd le class has t r a d i t i o n a l l y dis-

p layed a c o n v e n i e n t a i r of p r u d e r y
and conse rva t i sm i n r e l a t i o n t o gays
and lesbians. I n t h e m i d s t o f these

an tagon is t i c e lements, each par t i cu -

la r L a t i n A m e r i c a nc o u n t r y d e v e l o p e d

d is t i nc t i ve f o r m s o f lesbian and gay

expression, T h e t e r m ?gay? has been
w i d e l y adopted in L a t i n A m e r i c a be-

cause, as in U.S. Eng l i sh , i t i s fash ion-
able, i t rep resen ts s ta tus , and p a r t l y

because t h e w o r d gay had g r a d u a l l y

ga ined respect a n d pol i t ica l s t r e n g t h

i n t h e N o r t h in the?60s and especial ly
i n t h e '70s.

The d e v e l o p m e n t o f L a t i n A m e r i -

t a n gay a n d lesb ian s e x u a l i t y and
i d e n t i t y has been less po l i t i ca l t han in

t i ve ly dispossessed them of any pos-
sible voice. Lesbians have suf fered

more. I n spite o f th is slow po l i t i ca l

development , gay groups i n L a t i n
America are now f i n d i n ga strong source

o f iden t i t y and pol i t ica l representa-
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t ion. T h e y have begun to call o u t t h e i r

names and raise t h e i r voices because,

asi n N o r t h Amer i ca , they a re the f i r s t
ones to gon f ron tt h e , i s sues a r o u n d
A I D S .

L a s t yea r I had t h e chance t o re-

t u r n to C h i l e and v is i t La Corporac ion

C h i l e n a de Prevenc ion de) S I D A
(Ch i l ean Corpo ra t i on o f A I D S Preven-

t i on - CCPS). T h i s i sa very sma l l non-

gove rnmen ta l organ izat ion ( N G O )

created and r u n by a h a n d f u l o f p ro -

fessional people, mos t of t h e m gay

men. T h e educa t iona l wo rk t h e y do i s
essent ia l l y grass roots. F u n d i n g is a n

everyday n igh tmare f o r t h e m . T h i s

f i nanc ia l s t rugg le is shared by o t h e r

s i m i l a r organizat ions such as G r u p o

Gay da Bah ia (Bah ia , B raz i l ) , a n d

Comun idad Homosexua l A r g e n t i a n a

(ACHA) , O n e o f the p rob lems t h a t

they have encountered is tha t of how

to def ine a pub l ic i den t i t y . No organ i -

za t i on t h a t w a n t s to be publ ic i n C h i l e

w o u l d ever call i t s e l f a gay o r lesb ian

organ iza t ion . N o r cou ld they speci f i -
cal ly advocate gay and lesbian r i g h t sI n

a w a y , th is m a y be an advantage. I n
N o r t h Amer i ca , NGOs t h a t deal w i t h

A I D S are i nva r i ab l e label led ?queer?,

wh ich deters some o f t h e i r po ten t i a l t o

teach la rge r segments o f t h e p o p u l a -
t ion. Some o f t h e problems t h a t CCPS

has faced are o b t a i n i n g medical he lp

f o r conf ident ia l A I D S tes t ing , a t t rac t -

i n g t h e a t t e n t i o n o f the local med ica l
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a n d social a u t h o r i t i e s to the m a i n is-
sues around A I D S , a n d most i m p o r -

t a n t l y , educa t ing people who are es-
sen t i a l l y unprepared for the e p i d e m i c
and who somet imes do n o t w a n t to

l is ten to a n y t h i n g re la ted toA I D S . I

v is i ted an annex o f one o f t h e m a i n

pr isons in San t i ago in J u l y o f 1989.
T h e nu rse t h a t was in charge o f t h i s

i cu la r group o f i n m a t e s who have
f e r n a e s e e d f r o m t h e res t o f t h e

p r i son popu la t i on because ? t h e yh a v e
AIDS?, d id n o t make a n y d i s t i n c t i o n

between ? l iv ing w i t h ? H I V + , A R C , o r

A I D S . I t a l ked to someo f t h e i n m a t e s

i n t h e squa l id rooms t h a t some 20 o f
t h e m occupied. T h e i r l i v i n g cond i t ions

were e x t r e m e l y poor . T h e y h a d neve r

been prope r l y i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e i r
4

H I V + s ta tus , or educa ted abou t t h e i r

fu tu re and t h e i r Personal care. I n

contrast, I clearly remember t h en u r s e
emphas iz ingt h ea u t h o r i t i e s ? e f f o r t s t o

t rack d o w n these people 's contac ts i n

o rde r to ?round t h e m up.? These gays

from the lower and lower middle classes
cons t i tu te mos t o f the c l iente le o f the

CCPS w h i c h r u n s a n i n f o r m a t i o n a l

workshop every S a t u r d a y a n d a sup-
Port g r o u p f o r men l i v i n g w i t h H I V .

I n L a t i n A m e r i c a a n d N o r t h A m e r -

ica, care and compass ion have t a k e n a

common shape. A reduced ?out o f t h e

closet? sec t ion o f t h e gay c o m m u n i t y
takes careo f t h e needsof a l l t h o s e w h o

have an a l t e r n a t i v e sexua l i t y o r w a y
of l i v i n g a n d takes care o f those who

fal l p rey t o A I D S (gay a n d non-gay).
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devo ted to p r o v i d i n g human Service

a n dp r o m o t i n g change,d i ssem ina te
i n f o r m a t i o n , car ry o u t Necessary re.

search in the commun i t i es , and go to

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

ask her/fhimif s h e }
was ?out? and an A I D S act iv ist before

t h e yg o ts i c k . Fairenough. What ism. t4

en t i r e l y f a i r is t h e double standards
held by t h e gove rnmen t w i t h respr i t

to such groups. Au tho r i t i es a c k n o w l

edge A I D S issues on ly in par t by deles

ga t ing m a n y o f i ts Tesponsibil i t ies ta

gay and lesbian groups t h a t it Tefuses
to of f ic ia l ly recognize. i

Catho l i c ism and m i l i t a r i s m have?
also been shrines of prudery and denial,

The react ions t o t h e actua l emergence

o f the A I D S epidemic have ranged

f rom o u t r i g h t repression toi n a c t i o n .
I n count r ies such as Cuba, gay people
have been arb i t ra r i l y ?medicalized?

and penal ized. L a t i n Amer ican gov.

e rnments have been doing l i t t le o r no
educat ion to prevent the spread of

AIDS. T h e y have also done v i r tua l l y

no th ing to help those l i v i n g w i t h H I V
andA I D S . There i s a paradoxical par-

a l le l between the react ion of those}

infected w i t h H I V a n d the response of?

La t i n American governments. The first.

reac t iono f mos t H I V + people i s tha t of:

denial . Th is has also been the i n i t a l

reac t ion o f au thor i t i es and the main-

s t ream communi ty . Only in the late

'80s have the admin is t ra t ions of d i f 4

ferent countries slowly come forth with
d i f f e ren t efforts to control a disease

C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 14

C a r d e n a l
c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 2

the F S L N aga ins t b l a m i n g Nicara
guans w h o h a d voted for UNO. ?Th:

people w h o voted for U N O are the

same people we have to suppor tand b¢

concerned w i t h " .

?We mustn?t lose hope. We must
t h i n k o f revo lu t i on n o t as something

t h a t h a p p e n s overn igh t , b u t as a long

process. By de f in i t i on , revolut ion must
t a k e p lace w i t h the invo l vemen t of the
people. I t m u s t be democratic.?
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