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KPS Club News
	The composition of the KPS board is now finalized. Bob Toland accepted the role of Vice President and Louis Morel assumes the role of President. Dan Ondersma and Ron Rich remain Treasurer and Secretary, respectively. Jim Coleman and Chris Daly round out the board at this time.


We welcome the Fiorenzo brothers, Carl and Mark, and David Alkema to the Club. We look forward to hearing about their respective philatelic journeys.


Our thanks to Pastor John Russell for his presentation on the collection of joint issues. Luckily, his topic had nothing to do with arthritic pain as some feared! Instead, we learned that the appearance of joint issues has accelerated in the recent past and can be an area of great interest. Witness the existence of a seventeen-volume compendium of joint issues available for free consultation online. 


Darrin Lettinga will discuss the collection of an individual stamp or a set of stamps at the April meeting. He will illustrate his discussion with stamps from an African nation.


	

The spring Bourse will be held on May 9 at the American Legion Post in Walker. We are seeking volunteers willing to spend one hour to help with the setup on Friday night starting at 6 PM or at the registration desk on Saturday. Please let Bill Sobotka (616.531.3295) know if you are willing to contribute an hour of your time.


The board members have been discussing the transition to electronic delivery of the club’s newsletter and perhaps other Club information. There is a financial advantage as postal costs keep rising at a fast pace. The shrinking number of dealers who participate at our semi-annual events has not offset the increasing cost of renting the space at the American Legion Post for several years. In addition, the time required to prepare and distribute the newsletters is considerable. Many businesses and organizations such as ours have already chosen this avenue. 

Some members do not have access to email. Others may not have a printer readily available to generate a hardcopy. Those members who wish to continue receiving a printed version by snail mail need only to request it. We plan to implement this practice this coming June. More information next month. 




The KPS Board will enhance our monthly auctions by holding a drawing for a FREE $10 certificate toward the winning purchases of one lucky member. You need to be present to participate in the drawing.

MONTHLY PROGRAM SCHEDULE
	
April 28, 2026:	KPS CLUB MEETING 
5:30 PM	Board Meeting
6:30 PM	Lot Viewing
7:00 PM	Presentation and Floor Auction 

	
 May 26, 2026:	KPS CLUB MEETING
5:30 PM	Board Meeting
6:30 PM	Lot Viewing
7:00 PM	Presentation and Floor Auction 


	 (
The Kent Philatelic Society meets on the 4
th
 
Tuesday
 of the month at the Byron Center Baptist Church, 7343 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center.
)
	

	
	





Members are invited to share their philatelic experiences in this space. Perhaps you made a special acquisition, or thrive on an uncommon collecting topic, or saw a remarkable exhibit. Share it with your fellow collectors. Contact the Editor with your stories.
Smoking Snakes 
[image: ]In May 1945, Brazil issued a set of five stamps to celebrate the victory of allied nations in Europe. The high-denomination five-cruzeiro stamp (Scott 632) is shown at right. 

It has the Portuguese inscription "COOPERAÇÃO", recognizing international cooperation, a map showing the route for American aircraft to Europe, and, interestingly, a smoking snake. A magnifying glass is almost necessary to see it. It is part of a Brazilian Expeditionary Force (FEB) military patch in the upper center of the stamp and is obscured partially by the word “Brasil”. The map shows the South Atlantic air ferry route traveled by military flights between the US and Europe via Brazil. This roundabout path was necessary to enable short range aircraft to fly across the Atlantic under their own power, using a series of intermediate airfields and obviating the need to transport them by sea. But how did the smoking snake come about?

All South American countries professed neutrality during World War II. None of them wanted to get involved in the Allied war effort. The Brazilian dictator, Getúlio Dornelles Vargas, permitted the United States to use Brazilian airfields to launch maritime patrols in exchange for the promise of future United States industrial assistance. The Germans retaliated by attacking Brazilian commercial ships. The Brazilian shipping companies began to experience extensive losses as German submarines sank a large part of Brazil’s commercial fleet. The loss of the ships fomented considerable bitterness against the Germans. Popular support forced the Brazilian president to side with the allies. Still, he was reluctant to send troops and, at a government session, he said that it was more likely for snakes to start to smoke than for the Brazilian Expeditionary Force to set out to war. This expression was often used in Brazil at the time and was equivalent to the American expression “when pigs fly”. When Brazil entered the war, the soldiers of the FEB wore a divisional shoulder patch showing a snake smoking a pipe and they called themselves “Cobras Fumantes” or “Smoking Snakes”. The Brazilian soldiers that fought in the invasion of Italy were part of the United States Fifth Army under the command of General Mark Clark.
Brazil released a set of five stamps (Scott 635–639) in July 1945 to honor the troops of the FEB. The Smoking Snake is featured prominently on the 40 centavos issue (Scott 636) as shown below at left.
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The four remaining stamps show combinations of the flags of Brazil and the USA, the 5th Army shoulder patch, as well as the Smoking Snake patch. Both patches adorn the high denomination five- cruzeiro stamp (Scott 639) shown above 

Many legends attempted to explain how the Smoking Snakes got their name. One of them reports a conversation between a Brazilian and a German. The latter claimed that all the Brazilians were capable of doing was to make a lot of noise verbally which harmed no one. The Brazilian replied that if German attacks on neutral Brazilian shipping continued, the day would come when Brazilians would be in the trenches in Europe and the Germans would see for themselves that Brazil could fight physically as well as verbally. The German replied that when that day came, the Germans would also see snakes smoking pipes.

But there’s at least one other explanation. An American sailor learned that the Brazilian people were very adept at training animals to do all kinds of tricks and stunts. No one however, had ever been able to train a snake to smoke. When Brazil declared war on Germany, they had no transport ship to send troops to the combat theater. People began to believe that, although Brazil was at war, they would never have a chance for their troops to participate in the actual fighting. The saying in Rio de Janeiro was that the troops would go overseas when snakes started smoking. In other words, never! However, when the US made provisions to transport Brazilian troops to Italy aboard the USS Meigs and the USS General Mann, the Brazilian troops made up the song “Cobra Esta Fumando”. It translates to the snake is now smoking. It meant that they were going to participate in the fighting. It was quite a popular marching song comparable to the marching songs of US troops in World War I.
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