[How to Use This Template

We designed this template to help you format your manuscript according to our guidelines. Follow the steps below to make sure your manuscript follows our guidelines and that you are using this template correctly.  Manuscripts that do not follow our guidelines or do not use our template correctly will not be accepted to eiRxiv. 

Step 1: Read the full Submission Guide on our website

This template does not contain all of the information you need to write your manuscript. Go to our website (eirxiv.org), click on “Submission Guide” in the top navigation menu, and read all of the submission instructions listed in that menu first. Then, come back and use this template. 

Step 2: Type into the Template
Typing into the template is the best way to make sure you are following all of our formatting guidelines and have all of the correct sections. Do not just copy and paste your manuscript into this template. You can only have a total of 11 pages of text from the Title through the end of the Materials and Methods section, after the instructions are deleted (see Steps 5-6).  

· Do not change, rename, add, delete, or rearrange the sections unless the template tells you to. 
· Do not change the font or alignment. We require: 
· Font: Arial size 11, Black. Section headings should be bolded and capitalized; subheadings should be unbolded, italicized. 
· 1.5x line spacing
· 1-inch margins on all sides, no columns. 
· Do not change the headers, footers, or margins. 
· Do not put your figures or tables in the main text. You will add them at the end instead. 
· Do not include more than 11 pages of text, from the Title through the end of the Materials and Methods. Sections after the Materials and Methods do not count towards these 11 pages. Count your pages only after you complete Step 5.

Step 3: Add your References, Figures and Tables, and Appendix 

See those sections of the template and the submission guidelines on our website for specific instructions. 
	
Step 4: Reread all of our Submission Guidelines - including our Hypothesis Guidelines, and Academic Honesty and AI policies - and check your manuscript against them

Make sure your manuscript and any other documents you need to submit (such as SRC/IRB forms) are complete and clear. 


Step 5: Delete all of the Instructions from the template

	STOP: Read the Steps 5, 6, and 7 BEFORE you delete them! 

Delete all of the instructions (in italics and between brackets [ ] ) from this document after you have finished and checked your manuscript and are ready to save as a PDF. Once you delete the instructions, your Title will be at the top of the first page and you should have no more than 11 pages from the Title through Materials and Methods. 

Step 6: Save as a PDF and check your formatting

After deleting the instructions, save your manuscript as a PDF. For more information, see Exporting a Word document to a PDF. Or, if you’re using our Word Document template within Google Docs, How to Download a Google Doc as a PDF.

Check your manuscript after you convert to a PDF - is the formatting correct? Are the figures and tables clear? Are there any equations or symbols that did not get properly converted (these will usually look like empty rectangles)?  Make corrections if needed.

Step 7: Submit
	Once you have your final manuscript PDF, return to eirxiv.org and click “Submit”]
Article Title [150 characters or less]

[See our Author Eligibility guidelines for instructions on how to format your author list.]
First Author1, Second Author2, Third Author1,2

1 Department [if applicable], Institution/School, City, State, Country [if non-US]
2 Department [if applicable], Institution/School, City, State, Country [if non-US]
3 Department [if applicable], Institution/School, City, State, Country [if non-US]
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



SUMMARY 
[One paragraph, 150-250 words. Briefly highlight why your problem is important, your hypothesis, how you tested your hypothesis, what you found, and why it’s important. One paragraph, 150-250 words. Read the full guidelines. ]
Type your summary here. 

INTRODUCTION 
[Three or more detailed paragraphs. Explain in detail the background for your research, why your study matters, and what you hypothesize. Structure this as an upside down triangle, and include lots of in-text citations to support your claims: 
· Start broad: Describe the big picture of your research topic, what scientists already know, and why it matters (including references). 
· Narrow down: What specific part of this broader research topic are you studying, and why? What do scientists know, and what do they not know? 
· Get to the point: End by clearly stating your hypothesis (“We hypothesized…”), describing your major results, and stating 1-2 key conclusions. 
See our Manuscript and Hypothesis guidelines for more information. Double check that your hypothesis meets our requirements.] 
Type your Introduction here. 

RESULTS
[Typically two or more detailed paragraphs. Describe what you observed in your experiments. For each experiment, briefly describe what you did and why (less than a sentence each - you’ll give more details on these in other sections), and then describe in detail the results of your experiments and what you observed or measured. You can also group experiments into subsections with italicized headings to help organize your information. See our guide for more information on  what to include in your Results section, how to analyze your data, and how to present your results.] 
Type your Results here.

DISCUSSION
[Three or more detailed paragraphs. Use the discussion to explain your results and why they matter. Structure your Discussion as a triangle (opposite to the Introduction): start from your specific results and expand your discussion to how your study is important. In order, you should: 
1) Summarize your main results.
2) Explain what the results mean within the context of your experiment and state whether or not they support your hypothesis (avoid words like “prove”). 
3) Explain why the results matter for this field of study. Be careful not to overstate your conclusions, and remember that correlation does not equal causation. 
4) Discuss any limitations of your study, what could be improved, and what is still unknown. 
5) Provide suggestions for what scientists should study next to build on your research. 
6) End with a short paragraph summarizing the whole Discussion. 
Do not include subheadings. For more details on how to write your Discussion, see our Guidelines.]
Type your Discussion here.  

MATERIALS AND METHODS
[Write as paragraphs, not a list or numbered steps.  Explain how you did your experiments so someone else could repeat them.  Read our full guidelines here. 
· Write your methods in paragraphs, not lists or numbered steps.
· Introduce the materials as you describe the methods. When describing materials, please include the company/manufacturer and catalog number for any organism strains, unique materials, or unique equipment.
· You can use Italicized Subheadings  to create a subsection for each experiment or method. For each experiment, describe what you did, the materials used, what you measured, and how you collected your data. 
· Include a subsection describing how you analyzed your data. 
· Optional: If you used code, upload it to GitHub and include a link in your Materials and Methods and in your References.]
Type your Materials and Methods here. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
[Brief; 1-4 sentences. To help readers evaluate the trustworthiness of your manuscript, you must include a Conflict of Interest statement. Guidelines to determine whether you have a COI, why it matters, and how to access our COI declaration form can be found on our Academic Honesty Page.  

If no authors have COIs to declare, write: “The authors declare they have no conflicts of interest.” If one or more authors have a COI to declare, you would briefly state each COI individually. See Write Your Manuscript for more details on how to write your COI.]
Type your Conflict of Interest Statement here. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
[Optional. Delete this section if you don’t have any Acknowledgements. No more than 1-3 sentences. Use this section to briefly thank any teachers, mentors, or classmates who gave advice or helped with experiments; or any facilities, grants, clubs, science fairs, or programs that gave you space, materials, or funding. No authors should be included here.] 
Type your Acknowledgments here.

REFERENCES
[List the sources you used when writing your manuscript, in order. Every fact, image, data, or idea that isn’t your own original creation should have a reference so your readers can find where it came from. 
Read our References Guide for details on what constitutes a good reference, how to format your in-text citations, and how to format your References in a modified MLA-8 format. In addition to these guidelines, you must also include hyperlinks for all web addresses and DOI’s. See this example for how to format your references and hyperlinks.]
1. Type the first reference you cite here
2. Type the second reference you cite here (and so on)

FIGURES AND TABLES
[Include up to 8 total Figures and Tables to show your data clearly. Every figure or table must have its own caption below it to explain what the figure/table means. 
· Before you start, see our Figure/Table Formatting Guide for detailed information on how to create, caption, and reference our figures and tables. 
· All figures and tables must be located here–not embedded in your main manuscript text.
· You must reference your figures and tables in your text. 
· Images and tables should be your own original creation. AI-generated images are not allowed; if you created an image with Biorender, you must include the license. Any images or figures from other sources must be cited in your References. 
· After you save your manuscript as a PDF, double check your figures and tables to make sure they look how you want them to for professional publishing - clear, complete, high resolution, and appropriately proportioned. 
Insert your tables and figures - with captions - below:] 

APPENDIX
[Optional. Only include if you have additional information a reader must have to understand your manuscript that does not belong in any other sections of your manuscript. Delete this section if you do not need it. 

eiRxiv only allows Appendices on a case-by-case basis. This is not just a place to make your manuscript longer or avoid the 11-page limit. If you do have an Appendix, you may also need to upload a separate document stating 1) why the information is crucial to your manuscript, and 2) why it is not included in your main manuscript. See our guidelines for additional information and examples of acceptable or required appendices]. 
Type your Appendix here.
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