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November Birthdays 

Tom Kaiser - Nov 1 

Cynthia Meyer - Nov 3 

Adam Johnson - Nov 7 

Tucker Smith - Nov 7 

Esther LaBounty - Nov 9 

Joyce Loof - Nov 10 

Whitney Stockwell - Nov 10 

Jack Smith - Nov 11 

Logan Person - Nov 12 

Rick Ankeny - Nov 13 

Val Grauel - Nov 14 

Miranda Jacobsma - Nov 15 

Kaitlin Retzlaff - Nov 15 

Addison Jacobsma - Nov 19 

Jen Hitchkiss - Nov 20 

Bentley Klinkhammer - Nov 20 

Charles Meyer - Nov 22 

Courteney Person - Nov 22 

Bridget Bossman - Nov 24 

Bryon Shumaker - Nov 24

CORNERSTONE 
Here’s what is happening at Hartford UMC this month!

A Season of Unity, Gratitude, and Hope 
As we enter a season marked by both the Thanksgiving 

holiday and upcoming elections, we are invited to reflect on our 
call to unity, compassion, and gratitude. While this time of year 
can bring differences to the forefront, our faith reminds us of the 
power of love and understanding. Just as the Thanksgiving feast 
celebrates community and shared blessings, we, too, are called to 
gather in gratitude and appreciate the diversity that enriches our 
lives and our church.

In the spirit of unity, I want to encourage us to approach 
this time with open hearts, focusing on what binds us together. 
Through prayer, fellowship, and acts of kindness, we can embody 
a spirit of gratitude and inclusion that transcends any division. 
Whether is in the Thanksgiving holiday, serving our community, 
or praying for wisdom and peace in the election season, let us 
remember that we are all part of God’s family. Together, we can 
create a space of hope, love, and grace, giving thanks for the 
many blessings we share and the common ground that unites us.

God bless! 

-Pastor Seth LaBounty
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News from Across our Connection: DakYouth 2024 

Over 150 youth and adult leaders from 26 United Methodist 
Churches gathered in Aberdeen, South Dakota to explore the 
theme “Crossroads” through various workshops, small groups, 
worship, and large group sessions. Youth workers were also 
able to connect, grow, and learn together all for the purpose 
of better serving the youth of the Dakotas. 

This three-day event began with a hilarious, spirit-filled show 
and testimony from Eddie and Tommy, the Skit Guys. On 
Saturday, Rev. Stephanie Eliason from Canyon Lake UMC in 
Rapid City shared an inspiring message on change, and then 
Rev. Matt Rawle challenged the youth to really seek to 
understand “who” their house is, and “how” they will serve the 
Lord. Rawle helped them to not only understand more about 
who they were as individuals, but also encouraged them to be 
curious, understand how they can add value, and that they too 
can lead and innovate. This event concluded with Michelle 
Kroger from Bismarck McCabe UMC sharing a message 
reminding us that when we’re at a Crossroad, we are never 
alone. God is at work, God is with us, and God will guide us. 

In addition to all this, the middle school students and high 
school students each created ideas of how to apply what they 
learned at DakYouth beyond the event. Through a partnership 
with the Dakotas-Minnesota Foundation, these students will 
launch new projects to serve other youth in the areas of 
mental health and leadership development. We hope to learn 
more about these projects at Annual Conference 2025! 

United Women in 
Faith Meetings 

Faith Circle will be meeting on 
November 7th at 1:30 pm. 

Evening Blessings will be 
meeting on November 4th at 
7:00 pm

The Closet 
We are proud to host “The 
Closet”! This is a second-
hand clothing ministry 
which will offer clean, gently 
used clothing to anyone in 
need throughout our 
community. To learn more 
about how to help or 
otherwise get connected, 
contact Darin Johnson or 
Danielle Polley! 
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Acreage Creations 

We are hosting a fall 
Painting Part on November 
14th in the fellowship hall 
at 6:30 pm! There will be 
extra kits available for 
anyone who would like to 
join but was not able to 
RSVP. For more information, 
contact Lexy Klinkhammer.

United Women in Faith is 
collecting items for Hygiene Kits 

Faith Circle will be making personal hygiene kits for Midwest 
Mission. They distribute kits locally and around the world. 
Asbury United Methodist Church is a collection center. If 
anyone is interested in helping or donating, please contact 
Joyce Alderson at 605-360-2044.  

Items needed for the kits include: 

• Hand towels 

• Adult toothbrushes 

• Bar of soap (3-4 oz) 

• Shampoo (12-19 oz) 

• Deodorant (2-3 oz) 

• Lotion (8-10 oz) 

Christian Education 
Opportunities: 

• Sunday School at 10:35 am 

• Ages: PreK to 2nd Grade 

• Starts September 15 

• Wild Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

• Meal from 6:00 to 6:30 pm 

• Classes from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 

• Ages: PreK to High School 

• Confirmation Classes 

• Adult studies offered during 
the seasons of Advent and 
Lent. 

• Bibles & Brews at Buffalo Ridge 
Brewing, Sundays at 4:00 pm 

Whether you have been part of 
Bible Studies your whole life, or 
are just looking for a place to 
start, you are welcome to join any 
of our Christian Education 
groups! For more information, 
please contact Pastor Seth or 
Darin Johnson.



Hartford United Methodist Church November 2024

Cornerstone 4

Wild Wednesday                       
Monthly Food Collection 

Wild Wednesday families are collecting a different food 
item each month to be donated to the Hartford Food 
Pantry. October’s items were canned fruit, and 
November is cans of soup (preferably family size 
Progresso. NOT Campbell’s tomato or chicken noodle.. 
We are inviting the congregation to join us in our 
collection efforts. Please drop off any donated items in 
the back of the sanctuary.

History Note 
In 1879, the first organized Sunday School for the 
church was held at Mrs. L.E. Oaks home northwest of 
Hartford. Later in 1884, a school district was organized 
and Church and Sunday School classes were held at the 
school.  In 1885, the Church was founded and a 
building constructed in 1892. The school building was 
moved out to the Roy Brown farm and used for a 
granary. Arlayne Ruhaak is his daughter.

Lunch is Served 

We are scheduled to pack sack 
lunches at Lunch is Served on 
Monday, November 25th at 
5:30 pm at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Sioux Falls. Lunch is 
Served is a non-profit 
organization with the unique 
mission of delivering simple sack 
lunches for working men and 
women who are attempting to 
break the chains of poverty and 
hunger. This is a great volunteer 
opportunity for families with 
children (age 5+). If you are 
interested in participating, please 
contact Karen Niewald or Darin 
Johnson.

Serving the Banquet 

We will be serving the breakfast 
meal at the Banquet Downtown 
location in Sioux Falls on 
Monday, November 18. 
Volunteers are needed at 5:30 
am to prepare the meal and at 
6:30 am to serve the meal. Look 
for sign-up sheets at worship or 
contact Karen Niewald or Darin 
Johnson.
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Help with Worship! 

We are always open to 
having more people 
involved with worship! If 
any of these opportunities 
interest you (or if you have 
other suggestions on how 
you’d like to make worship 
better), please let us know! 
We can offer training and 
other support to make any 
or all of these work for you 
and your schedule! 

• Read Scripture 

• Usher / Greeter 

• Light candles 

• Sing or play with the 
Praise Team 

• Share a Musical Offering 

• Play with the Chime Choir 

• Run sound or video for 
the service 

• Lead the Children’s 
Moment 

• Preach 

• Coffee / Treats 

• …and more!

Noisy Bucket Offering for November -                      
United Methodist Student Scholarships 

Our Noisy Bucket offering for the month of November 
will support the United Methodist Student Day special 
offering. The funds received from this offering across the 
United Methodist denomination go into the United 
Methodist Student Loan Fund to underwrite scholarships 
for United Methodist students.

Thank you to the Stearns for their 
donation of pumpkins for our 

family carving party! 
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Hartford Food Pantry Sponsor of the Month 

Thank you to Jan Nordlund, our Food Pantry sponsor for the 
month of November! This sponsorship is in memory of Don 
Nordlund, her husband of 32 years.
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If you have any questions or want more information regarding Charge Conference, 
please feel free to contact Pastor Seth.
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Worship Volunteer 
Schedule

Usher/Greeter Fellowship Food Acolyte Liturgist

November 3 Lois Kaiser & Craig 
Doss

Lois Kaiser Kynzie Lueth N/A

November 10 Sandy Winter & Irene 
Shannon

Sandy Winter Chase Polley Irene Shannon

November 17 Keith Loof & Dan 
Kistler

Johnson Evan Alderson N/A

November 24 Lueth Lueth Kynzie Lueth Scott Nordlund

Communion 
Stewards

Preparer: Rachel 
Stearns

Servers: Elizabeth 
Johnson, Jan 
Nordlund

Wild Wednesday Meal Schedule Volunteer Main Course

November 6 United Women in Faith Chicken and Rice

November 13 Spaghetti

November 20 Retzlaff Tacos

November 27 N/A N/A

If you would like to help out with any of the areas listed in these tables,

please contact either Pastor Seth or Darin Johnson!
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