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As we approach the festive season, I am

filled with immense joy and gratitude to

share some remarkable news with each

and every one of you. Together, we have

reached a new milestone - Whispering

Wilds has surpassed 50,000 global

readers! It warms my heart to know that

our message of conservation,

appreciation for nature, and the shared

responsibility we bear for our planet is

resonating with so many around the

world.

This incredible journey has seen the

successful publication of four editions of

Whispering Wilds. Each edition has

been a labor of love, a tapestry woven

with words and images that aim to ignite

the spark of environmental

consciousness in every reader. The

stories we've shared, the breathtaking

visuals that have adorned our pages,

and the positive impact highlighted in

these editions are a testament to the

collective effort we are making towards a

more sustainable and harmonious

coexistence with nature.

As we celebrate this milestone and the

joyous occasion of Christmas and the

New Year, I extend my warmest wishes

to each and every one of you. Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year! May

this festive season bring you moments

of joy, reflection, and connection with the

beauty that surrounds us.

Looking ahead to the New Year, I am

excited to declare that it will be a year

dedicated to nature. In a world that is

constantly evolving, it becomes even

more crucial for us to reaffirm our

commitment to the well-being of our

planet. Whispering Wilds will continue its

mission to inspire, educate, and

advocate for responsible interaction with

the environment.

In the coming year, we aspire to deepen

the impact we have on individuals and

communities worldwide. The magazine

will continue to showcase stories of

positive change, spotlighting individuals

and organizations that are making a

difference in the environmental

landscape. Through these stories, we

aim to motivate and empower you, our

Dear Whispering Wilds Readers

"Thank you for being a
part of the Whispering
Wilds family.
Your readership,
engagement, and
commitment to the cause
inspire us every day.
Here's to a Merry
Christmas, a Happy New
Year, and a year ahead
dedicated to nature and
making our world a better
place for generations to
come".

From Chief Zoologist's Desk

Chief Zoologist
Dr. Mithilesh Dutta Dwivedi
Whispering Wilds

readers, to take small but meaningful

steps towards making our world a better

place to live in.

Your support has been the driving force

behind our success. It is heartening to

see a growing community of individuals

who are passionate about preserving the

wonders of our natural world. Together,

we are part of something much larger

than ourselves - a global movement

towards a more sustainable and

harmonious existence.

As we embark on this journey into a new

year, let's carry the spirit of gratitude,

determination, and responsibility with us.

Let's make 2024 a year where our

collective efforts create ripples of

positive change, where every action, no

matter how small, contributes to the

greater good of our planet.
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for a better tomorrow.
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More often than not, it only proves

the truism that – ‘Stupidity is hard to

hide !”

It is with this thought that the

Management at Tadoba Tiger

Reserve took some firm decisions.

They decided that wildlife comes

first and we cannot allow any

disregard for animal life in the forest.

Sure enough, tourism is not a right,

rather it is a tool for conservation -

that comes with a sense of

responsibility and respect for rules.

So, when it became obvious to the

Management that some of the

guides, drivers and even tourists

were misusing their phones to call

each other to the ‘Tiger Viewing’

locations, the moment they spotted

a tiger, they realised that something

had to be done. This is because the

other vehicle could be on the other

end of the zone. That vehicle would

then speed on the dirt track putting

at risk lives of the tourists as well as

animals. Animals can’t complain,

tourists won’t and as far as the

drivers and guides are concerned, it

is a matter of earning that extra tip!

Consequently, Tadoba management

was forced to take the drastic step of

banning the use of mobiles during

safaris. However, we are all aware

that a few dishonest members in our

society create ‘problems for every

solution’. Tourists at places like

Jhalana Leopard forest in Rajasthan

act irresponsibly all the time, waiting

for a bad accident to happen!!!

Author:
Anirudh Chaoji,
Wildlife Expert,

Chief Naturalist,
Tadoba Andhari Tiger

Reserve

Awareness

Wildlife Tourism

In our society it is funny how rule breakers are almost everywhere! Even
ambulances have to fight their way through traffic since nobody is willing to
leave their spot and give way.

Challenges and Hazards due to Rule Breakers!

Similarly, many innocent lives are

lost on our high-speed highways.

Snakes, frogs, small mammals and

sometimes even deer, bears,

leopards and even tigers have been

knocked down by speeding vehicles.

We must not forget that these

animals are not crossing our

highways – instead, our roads are

cutting across their homes. In

response, signages were put up

requesting drivers to reduce speed,

which probably may not have been

readable at that speed. So, speed-

breakers had to be installed at

regular intervals and specifically

near crossing zones!!!

On the same road, often it was

noticed that tourists in vehicles

stopped to watch animals that came

close to the road. These wildlife

watchers did not realise that the

animals needed to cross the road

and by stopping their vehicles, these

people were actually obstructing the

free movement of animals. Some of

them even stopped to take ‘selfies’

with the animals. Fortunately, since

the ‘no-stopping’ signages

specifying a penalty of Rs. 5,000/-

have been put up, the number of

such enthusiastic ‘selfie-clickers’ has

drastically reduced!

Another problem that the Tadoba

management faced was very

emotional. Sonam, Lara, Tara, Maya

are not the names of delicate and

gorgeous film-stars or models. They

are Tadoba’s tigers. So what was

the problem with these cute names,

instead of the regular T-12, T-36





Awareness

Images by
Mr. Upayan
Chatterjee
and
Mr. Mukul
Mukherjee

etc.? Let’s go back in time when a famous tiger disappeared from a neighbouring tiger habitat. What
followed was unprecedented. There were even some enthusiastic nature-lovers who were willing to
go into the forest, in search of this particular tiger. However, the same enthusiasm was unseen for the
other 79 nameless tigers that died in 2014 or the 81 that died in 2015.
So then, why was the public uproar only about this particular tiger?
Could it be because it had a name that made it famous?
What the people do not understand is that the mandate of the Forest Department is not to save one
specific animal, but the entire species and its habitat as a whole!

Conservation efforts face many more similar
challenges mainly due to the ever increasing tourist
population crowding the forests with little regard for
rules or responsibility!

This is perhaps the biggest problem that affects
serious conservation efforts today.

8Whispering Wilds -January 2024
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Scientific Name: Strix nivicolum

Other names: Himalayan wood-owl,

Chinese tawny owl

Distribution: India, Nepal, Bhutan,

China, North Korea, South Korea,

Taiwan, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,

Vietnam

Diet and feeding habits: insects,

small mammals, small birds

IUCN status listing: Least Concern

(LC)

Ecosystem and habitat

The Himalayan owl species have a

moderate forest dependence. These

species normally occur in altitudes

from 0 to 2350 meters.The natural

ecosystem of these species include

tropical and subtropical dry forests,

coniferous forests, temperate

forests, oak forests, Mediterranean-

type shrublands, montane forests

and rocky ravines and temperate

shrublands.

Diet and feeding behavior

The diet of the Himalayan owl is

reported to consist mainly of insects.

A variety of insects like mantids,

locusts, grasshoppers, cicadas,

beetles, moths, termites and also

small vertebrates like rodents and

birds are their primary food.

My Experience

On an overcast day in West

Bengal's Northern extremities, it

drizzled from the rumbling clouds. A

car cut across the Eastern

Himalayan landscape from

Rongtong towards Senchal Wildlife

Sanctuary. All hopes of a coveted

sighting of the elusive Himalayan

Author:
Sourashis

Mukhopadhyay
Software Developer

Tata Consultancy
Services

Avian World

The Himalayan Owl

Himalayan Wood-owl,
Chinese tawny owl

HIMALAYAN OWL

Wood-Owl were slashed.Heavy rain

would mar our chances.

With Anjan Shau for company, I was

chasing a life-time experience. We

were ready to take the inclement

weather in our stride. Our friends

Peter and Ankit Beck knew the

forests in this region like the back of

their palms. We were banking on

their expertise.

The intensity of rain was still

moderate when we reached the

Wildlife Sanctuary. But the Sun had

set.

Peter demanded silence. Headlights

of our car were turned off. Slightest

of noise or the faintest hint of light

could mean that we never see the

owl. And then we waited. The

insects' chorus carried on for an

eternity before a loud call (who-huu)

suddenly rang through the forests. A

shrill screeching followed.

There they were, the Himalayan

Wood Owls! Two of them.

Communicating with each other. The

calls originated from the depths of a

mountain slope. We needed to trek

into the darkness off the main road

amidst the rains. A decision had to

be made.

There had been an ethical

predetermination about not using

recorded calls to bring the owls to

us. Instead, we would reach out to

them. Peter traced their call and we

followed. The Visibility was at a bare

minimum. We wanted no more

disturbance to the night's darkness

than was absolutely necessary.





There was a darkness in which one

can usually see Himalayan Black

Bears roam silently and prowling

leopards glide like shadows amidst

it. Here, rains entice snakes and

warm blood entices leeches. A false

step could send us hurling down the

slope. Were the owls worth the

risks?

The guides waited for our decision.

My friend Anjan and I decided to go

ahead. We may not have a second

chance at finding these owls.

Peter insisted that he and Ankit

would go first and attempt to

pinpoint the origins of the call. We

shall follow only if they succeed.

Both of us respected his decision

and waited in abject darkness. Peter

and Ankit returned soon. They

brought positive news.

But then we had to traverse the

slope without tripping off and reach

the tree where the owls were

seated. Beyond a maze of hanging

branches and sharp thorns, the owls'

calls grew louder. We could feel the

owls on the tree right in front of us.

Peter and Ankit demanded

readiness of our photography gear.

The flashlight shall be turned on for

a short window of time and

photographs were to be made within

it. We were anxious.

And then the lights turned on. We

saw the majestic bird. Our cameras

emanated the familiar click of

satisfaction. Then, shade was

reinstated.

The Himalayan Owl

Beyond a maze of hanging branches and sharp thorns, the
owls' calls grew louder...

HIMALAYAN OWL

« Night descended

over the Eastern

Himalayan forest »

We left the owls amidst the
magnificent insect chorus and
impermeable darkness of their
abode. Night descended over the
Eastern Himalayan forest.

We walked silently back to our car
feeling fulfilled like never before!

Whispering Wilds - January 2024

Avian World

Our cameras emanated the familiar click of satisfaction.Then, shade was
reinstated. We left the owls amidst the magnificent insect chorus and
impermeable darkness of their abode.



On a fine morning in October 2006,

a cute little baby parakeet was put

up for sale in a cage on a street in

Bordehi. The baby had still not

grown the feathers to fly and so was

captured easily by the birdcatcher,

although the thick forest must have

posed a real challenge to spot the

nest. Soon,the baby bird in the cage

caught the attention of the passers-

by.

One man with a tough exterior but a

tender heart could not resist it and

bought the bird and carried it to the

police station and handed it over to

the station in charge, Mr. Samar.

Mr. Samar was furious to see the

caged baby but was glad of its

rescue to safety and sure enough,

his heart melted. He took it home to

take care of it and set it free later.

The baby was small, it had to be

protected from all external invasions.

Cats are instinctively very

aggressive and would never spare a

helpless baby bird and so the

juvenile was kept in a bigger cage

that was always latched.

Food was served inside the

cage.Meanwhile, Samar and his

family enjoyed watching the baby

bird grow!

Slowly, as time passed by, the rose

ring started showing around the

bird’s neck, it was confirmed that it

was a Rose ringed parakeet.

Bordehi is a small place in
district Betul of Madhya
Pradesh in central India;
Being a remote area, it is not
so accessible.

"Stoned walls do
not a prison make

Neither the iron
bars a cage."

Whispering Wilds - January 2024

Slowly, as time passed by, the rose ring started showing around the bird’s neck,
it was confirmed that it was a Rose ringed parakeet.

“TUNU”
The Loving Parakeet: A True Story!

Disclaimer: "Whispering Wilds" does not support and encourage taming of wild species.

A TRUE STORY

Anjuli Jain,

Associate Professor,

Department of Humanities

& Social Sciences,

Maulana Azad National

Institute of Technology,

Bhopal,

Madhya Pradesh

AUTHOR

Avian World



13 Whispering Wilds - January 2024

Now there was always a fear of feral

invasion so the gate of the cage was

always locked. But to everybody's

surprise the tiny bird opened the tiny

lock too, to be with Samar all the

time. Its beak perfectly obeyed its

mind.

Richard Lovelace has rightly said in

his poem “To Althea: In Prison:”

"Stoned walls do not a prison make

Neither the iron bars a cage."

Now it would eat lunch and dinner

with Samar from the same plate. It

would fly to the police station with

him, be with him, fly out to the forest

too sometimes and come back

home on time.

By the time the baby bird was

almost a year old it had become the

most important member of the

family. It was affectionately called

'Tunu'. Soon it got familiar with its

new name and often responded

sweetly.

It was so affectionate that it chatted

with all members of the family.

Language has never been a barrier

to communication. When Samar’s

children moved out of the city for

further studies, it would talk to them

on video calls with Samar, it

recognized and responded to the

voice calls too.

Tunu’s bond with Samar and his

family was indeed special. Tunu

could never bear the separation with

Samar for long. Whenever Samar

was out for many days, it used to

stop eating and it would break its

« It could neither
bear Samar loving
his own baby nor

could it tolerate
his love being

shared with
anyone else. »

Avian World

The baby in its infancy was very affectionate. One fine day, it very skillfully broke
out of the cage and opened the latch, opened the door, flew out and perched on
Samar's shoulder.

What a loveful, beautiful moment for Samar!

Soon, Tunu was the center of attention at home.

fast only when it would hear his

voice or see him on a video call.

Soon, Tunu was the center of

attention at home. The home always

resonated with its presence.

Samar also had a German shepherd

at home, a loud barking breed that is

ferociously aggressive. However,

Tunu had won the heart of this pet

too. It would lovingly carry it on its

back and was gentle with it.

Much like a human baby, If the bird

felt that it was not being given due

attention, it would take offense and

sulk. Then however hard Samar

would try to appease, it would show

its tantrums and would not relent

easily. Samar would then try to

compensate for all the time for which

it was ignored. What a lovely bond!

The parakeet was also very

possessive of Samar. It could

neither bear Samar loving his own

baby nor could it tolerate his love

being shared with anyone else.

It identified Samar's car very well.

Once it was in his car with the driver,

going to receive Samar. It flew out of

the window and got back in the

same car distinguishing it from so

many on the road, miles ahead!

Every morning Samar would feed

the birds. He would scatter peanuts

and grains for the birds. It would fly

over fluttering its wings, join them,

enjoy their company, then fly away

for a few hours but would inevitably

come back home.
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Its interaction with people around

earned him popularity. However, one

day the bird flew out and did not

return. Samar was dreadfully

worried.

The police training and experience

helped him to trace the lost bird. He

declared a reward for the person

who found it. Fortunately it worked.

It was such a solace to find and see

Tunu after three days since it went

missing. In that emotionally charged

moment Samar couldn't even open

the door of the cage properly but the

almost half-dead parakeet helped

him open. As soon as it came out, it

poured out his love for him.

It hugged him, kissed him and both

of them rode back from the caged

clutches of that auto driver in Roda,

a small hamlet twenty kms from

Betul.

The informer, a Paan-vendor was

duly rewarded in cash.

Tunu's connection with Samar was

not an ordinary one. It was 4:00

A.M., June 07, 2009. It chirped

loudly, being unusually noisy. The

family tried to quieten it but it would

not. Samar was on his way back

home from an outstation trip. Fifteen

minutes later, the wife received a

call from Samar that their friends' car

running ahead of them met with an

accident.

« Tunu could scan
through and had

found a tender
heart, and had

written its life in the
name of Samar, its

soulmate.»

Avian World

Sometimes Samar would get worried for its return but it unfailingly returned
always, except one day when Samar was posted in Betul. Tunu was ten years old
by then. On reaching Betul, it waited, watched and surveyed and had become
quite familiar with the place.

It was so intelligent that even when Samar was transferred to other stations,
it never failed to map the sky, it knew the exact coordinates of his home.

It always got back home.

There had been several instances

that indicated the bird's strong

intuitive power. Ever since it had

accidentally entered the life of

Samar, it had enriched his life.

Tunu loved people but it was

specifically more friendly with people

in Khaki. Though khaki projects a

tough exterior, Tunu could scan

through and had found a tender

heart, and had written its life in the

name of Samar, its soulmate.

On 22nd March, 2023 , the first day

of Navratri, Samar was doing his

Pooja. Tunu did not join, but Samar

was sure that he would as he always

did. Time passed, the driver came

running in shock, fear and guilt that

Tunu got accidentally crushed when

he slammed the gate of the car

while cleaning. Tunu was no more.

As destiny must have wrote Tunu

left for heavenly abode Breaking all

its tethers Rose ring, green feathers

His soulmate, Mr. Samar!

The bereaved family, forever!

I just wish and pray

Be wherever he may

Blissful he may be

Boundless, jubilant, free!
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Author:
Gururaj
Moorching,
Bird
Photographer,
Bangalore.

Namdapha National Park:
A Birder’s Haven!

My first meeting with Shashank Dalvi, (Naturalist, Conservationist, Scientist)
happened during March of 2015 when he had organized a trek to Namdapha
National Park and Tiger Reserve, in Arunachal Pradesh. After my initial foray
into Kutch, I traveled every month of the year and covered the Central
Himalayas extensively. I desperately wanted to photograph the colourful
birds of the North East and grow my list to 1000 birds of India. I had covered
most parts of India by the time I was ready to travel to Namdapha.
I was seeking solitude and taking life at an easy pace during 2015. All the
travel around the rest of India was done at a frenetic pace. Namdapha was
that perfect place to watch birds at a gentle pace and that sense of solitude
came from the serene and silent forest.

16Whispering Wilds - January 2024
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While approaching Namdapha, as

soon as you cross the turbulent and

frequent course altering river Neo

Dhing and trek beside the elephant

grass and walk towards Hornbill

point, one thing is very palpable….

the empty forest syndrome…

There is absolute silence. At times

you hear the rustle of leaves drifting

from sky high canopies. The trees

stand very tall and the fragrance of

their resins and fresh mood fill the

air.

Any sign of the big cats was not

visible and their prey base is almost

non existent except for a few barking

deers. You can feel the glory of the

largest reserve forest in North east

India as you amble along the 44 kms

trek towards Namdapha from

Deban.

After an overnight stay at Miao, we

crossed river Deban with 8 trekkers

and 23 porters. They had gathered

luggage, tents, groceries including

gas cylinders in bamboo baskets.

They would always reach the

destination much in advance and

pitch tents, arrange the kitchen and

the buffet table.

Roko and I spent the next couple of days filming the slaughter and interacting with the hunters to understand the
extent and nature of the hunt. It remains the most difficult and emotionally harrowing experience of my career.” Since
then, I have always wanted to bird alongside this man and learn skills and patience from him. When you are in love
with all creatures around you and understand their crucial role in the ecological environment, you become patient in
your role towards contribution. I became a bit more patient. Seven days in Namdapha and its surroundings gave me
ample time to listen about snakes, and the behaviour of many mammals.

Namdapha has been declared a Project Tiger Reserve. It is also known as
the land of the four big cats. It is the only place on earth to host them all in
one forest. This is also the place for rare mammals like the Takin, Musk Deer
and the very rare Slow Loris. The fragrant Agarwood is also found here. With
an area of 2000 square kilo-meters, Namdapha is the largest virgin forest of
India.

I had heard about
Shashank Dalvi from
various sources and
especially about the
work he had done in

Doyang, Nagaland. He
and his team had put a

stop to the annual
culling of the Amur

Falcon in Nagaland,
especially in Doyang.

Devastation

In Shashank’s own words “We
had heard rumors of large-scale
bird hunting around the Doyang
Reservoir in Nagaland some
time ago. In September 2012,
Bano Haralu, Ramki
Sreenivasan, Rokohebi Kuotsu
and I decided to investigate.
What we saw shocked us - a
massacre of thousands of Amur
Falcons.

17 Whispering Wilds - January 2024

The team of 23 enablers were a

group of self motivated individuals,

who would pitch in to fit in multiple

roles. They pitched residence tents,

toilet tents, made ready the sit out

layouts, made ready the buffet and

every conceivable convenience, for

the trekkers. Every meal was

planned to perfection and included a

dessert and fruits.

Initially, we gathered at Dibrugarh

airport and moved toward Tinsukia,

where we stayed overnight at a

hotel. We drove around to watch

and photograph birds at Maguri Beel

and in the oil fields of Digboi for two

days. Maguri Beel had totally

captivated my heart and it is one

destination I did not want to miss

going to.

I visited the grasslands at least once

in 6 months on average. It is a great

birding destination and food

connoisseur’s destination. It throws

in a rare avian visitor at regular

frequency.
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PORTFOLIO

Trekking and hiking in Namdapha can
indeed be challenging and potentially
treacherous

The terrain in Namdapha includes hills,
valleys, dense forests, and riverine
area

Tented accommodations were set up to
offer a unique experience while staying

in close proximity to nature.
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The fire-tailed myzornis is a small
warbler, 11 to 13 cm long and weighing
10–13 g, commonly found in the upper
ridges of the Sikkim and Arunachal
Himalayas, between 9,000 ft and
13,000 ft. It prefers habitats like
bamboo thickets, Rhododendron
shrubs, birches, and junipers in
subtropical or tropical moist montane
forests.

Fire-tailed myzornis

Black-breasted Thrush
The black-breasted thrush, a forest bird

rarely seen in the open, measures 22–23.5
centimeters in length and is found from
northeastern India to northern Vietnam.

PORTFOLIO



The Oriental dwarf
kingfisher, a bird

native to Southeast
Asia and the Indian

subcontinent, is a
partial migrant. It

summers in the East
Himalayan Foothills

and Northeast Indian
Subcontinent,

breeding in southwest
India during the

monsoon. About
13–14 cm long, it has

bluish-black
upperparts, yellowish-

orange underparts,
and resides in
evergreen and

deciduous forests
near water, feeding on

insects, lizards, fish,
and amphibians.

As I waited for the bird to show up completely in the open, the bird would quickly scurry across the road. As on date
my camera sensor still waits to imprint this beautiful bird in its memory. I have seen the bird well, but could not
capture it in its entirety. One important lesson I learnt on this trip was to let go of the need to search for birds with a
clean and uncluttered background. A bird found in any environment and surrounding is also a highly regarded
subject. This attitude is essential while photographing birds in the entire northeastern India.

Later we drove into Arunachal
Pradesh and halted at Miao. We
drove around to watch birds and
very high on my target was the
‘Snowy-throated Babbler’. Owing
to the dense greenery, the birds
were not completely visible and I
had to make peace with
photographing just the top-half of
the bird. Till now, I was used to
shooting my muse completely
and not concealed behind
leaves.

nce the trek into Namdapha forests

began, the first break after 6

kilometers of trek was at Haldibari.

This trek was moderately easy. The

weather was perfect. There were

plenty of butterflies and several

lepidopterists who opted for a day

visit to watch and photograph the

colourful butterflies flutter around.

We watched several varieties of

butterflies while enjoying a packed

meal handed over by one of the

catering team from a bamboo

basket, while the rest of his team

had moved on to set up the camp.

We sat on a couple of scattered

bamboo benches. We continued our

trek towards Hornbill Glade. We had

to navigate around and over huge

O
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fallen trees on the track. We

encountered this situation quite

often. We watched several birds and

basically all of them were in the

canopies, except for a few White-

bellied Epornis and clean sighting of

the Streaked Wren-Babbler.

When we arrived at our spot of

residence for the next two days we

were greeted with the aroma of food

wafting across towards us. Hornbill

Glade has two large open sheds.

We slept in one while the other shed

was used as a kitchen.

As evening approached, we

watched the Giant Flying Squirrels

leaping across and latching on to

trees almost 50 meters apart.
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The Oriental Dwarf
Kingfisher (ODKF)

Black-Faced
Wabbler

Rhacophorus Maximus
is a genus of tree frogs
commonly known as "flying
frogs" or "gliding frogs" due to
their ability to glide between
trees using their webbed feet.

The Namdapha River is one of the
significant water bodies in the

park. The Namdapha River flows
through the park, contributing to the

overall ecosystem and providing a
habitat for various aquatic species.

The park is home to a variety of
wildlife, including several

endangered and rare species
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Finally, we spotted the most famous

state bird of Assam around the area.

I had waited 3 long years for this

sight and had been on 8 earlier trips

before I saw the ‘White-winged

Duck' at Dihing Patkai in Assam.

The lake at Ranijheel was swarming

with frogs. It was during the

breeding season we watched these

frogs. We also included a trek to a

natural spring at Bulbulia into our

itinerary.

All along the trek you can notice that

the forest is rich and intact. The

inaccessibility of the terrain is a

blessing in disguise as it has helped

to save the forest from destruction.

The roads are virtually meant for

walks alone and the camps within

the forest at Haldibari, Hornbill

Glade, Ranijheel, and Firmbase

cannot be accessed by motor

vehicles.

I had hired a boy from the Lisu tribe

personally as a porter to carry my

gear. He confirmed that the only

food for his family came from

hunting. They also grew rice. They

are completely dependent on the

forest for survival. A saying goes

that even the wild animals run away

from Lisu to protect themselves.

White-bellied Epornis Large Babbler

The next trek to Ranijheel was a bit more steep and via a narrow path.
One could see several species of orchids on the tall trees. Tents were
pitched up in an open patch of land close to the lake at Ranijheel, and the
kitchen was set up in an open area. Leeches were in abundance with a
total number of 5 species.

This is one trek which is
not to be missed. You
are completely cut off
from civilisation once
you enter Namdapha.
The joy of being
isolated from the world
is a very special feeling.
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“ZINDAGI EK SAFAR HAI SUHANA!”

Life is a beautiful voyage!

Our minds are constantly preoccupied with work. The most effective way to
detoxify your mind is by immersing yourself in the tranquility of Mother
Nature. I engage in bird watching and nature photography for this very
reason. My friend, Dr. Amol Tamhane from Nagpur and I came to know about
the Great Himalayan Bird Count and booked our seats in the month of May. I
frequently visit the Himalayas for family tours and leisure activities, but this
was my first time visiting the Himalayas solely for bird watching and
counting. Neither Amol nor I received any communication from the
organizers for six months after the first confirmation mail. On 18th November,
we received a second email instructing us to report to the Cultural Centre in
Dehradun on 27th November.
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Long-tailed Shrike

Photographed by
Dr. Shardul

Dongaonkar

Day 1

On the first day, Amol and I
reached Dehradun via Delhi at 6
am and reported to the Cultural
Centre. It was very dark and
quiet with no visible activity. We
felt a little nervous seeing the
locked door, but people started
coming in around 7 am.

The chief organizer of GHBC, Mr.
Prateek ji Panwar, and his family
members have devoted their
lives to ARCH (Action and
Research for Conservation of
Himalayan Birds).

hey have been conducting this

survey since 2008. ARCH has

identified 105 nature trails for bird

watching enthusiasts after thorough

research of more than 15 years.

ARCH is a fantastic team of Nature

and Bird Lovers.

We received guidance regarding

GHBC (Great Himalayan Bird

Count) and expectations from us in

the next hour of briefing. They

sorted all the expeditioners in

groups of 4-5 persons each, and

each group had a dedicated Gypsy

vehicle, a driver, a route map, and a

first aid kit. Each group was allotted

a trail in different regions of

Garhwal, Uttarakhand.

T
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We left for our allotted trail of Asan

Barrage and Chakrata trail. This 70

km journey was a beautiful road

woven through nature. We utilized

the time to get familiar with each

other.

Everyone had very different

backgrounds: Mr. Mukul Mukherjee

from Bokaro is a Wildlife Consultant,

Mr. Vishwajeet Ghosh from Kolkata

is an Advertising company owner,

Mr. Rajesh Panwar is a lab

technician at Delhi University, Dr.

Amol Tamhane is a pediatric

ophthalmologist, and myself, Dr.

Shardul Dongaonkar, a physician.

Such was our group—Unity in

Diversity!
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After checking in, we immediately

started our bird watching. As the

winter sunset was at 5.30 pm, we

had little time for the activity that

day. We were strolling by the

lakeside. There were hundreds of

wetland birds: Spot-billed Duck,

Ruddy Shelduck, Northern Pintail,

Little Grebe, and some Raptors like

Marsh Harrier and Black Kite as

well. All the birds were joyfully

frolicking about, busy playing and

stuffing their little tummies, getting

ready for a cold night ahead. We

could see many small birds across

from us hiding in small bushes.

There was a Forest Department

Training Camp nearby. It was a lush

green forest-like area on the banks

of the Yamuna River. After entering

the camp, we could immediately see

lots of Grey Hornbills, Barbets, and

many more birds. We captured as

many pictures as we could before it

got too dark and returned to the

GMVN guest house. While preparing

a consolidated list of birds seen

during the day, we were also getting

to know each other. Every one of us

had different life stories, varied

struggles, but a common

passion—bird watching!

Indian Grey Hornbill
Photographed by
Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

Indian spot-billed duck
Photographed by

Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

Arriving in Asan near Rampur, Uttarakhand sometime in the afternoon, we
found ourselves at the union of the Yamuna and Asan River. Nestled
along the banks of the Asan Barrage, our abode GMVN (Garhwal Mandal
Vikas Nigam) guest house was a haven immersed in the serenity of its
waters.

Asan Conservation
Reserve and the first
Ramsar site in
Uttarakhand
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watching started with finding a way

through the jungle, the river and lake-

side. We could see some local and some

migratory birds during our trek. We were

so engrossed in bird watching that we

didn't notice how close we got to the

dumping ground!

Day 2

We woke up early on day 2
and started the day with a
nice hot cup of tea! Our plans
for the day included a visit to
the western part of Asan
Barrage in the morning hours.
Our adventure tour of bird

Great Barbet,
Photographed
by
Biswajeet
Ghosh

Plumbeous
Redstart
female,

Photographed
by

Biswajeet
Ghosh
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White Throated Kingfisher
Photographed by
Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

White-capped Redstart
Photographed by Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

Rufous Treepie
Photographed by Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar
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After this session of birdwatching, we

returned to the guest house and got

ready for the afternoon.
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and many other birds. It was only

when our stomachs started rumbling

that we noticed the time was 3 pm.

None of us wanted to leave the

abode of birds. After a late lunch, we

went to the waterbody again and

tried to capture the beautiful birds

with our eyes, minds, and lenses.

We started our return journey

reluctantly by pushing each other!

We decided to utilize the later part of

the day to visit the Forest

Department Training Centre, which

itself was a haven for birds and bird

lovers. We returned to our rest

house only when the sun neared the

horizon. As a part of the camp

guidelines, we had to prepare a

detailed list of birds seen on the day.

Today's list of birds was even more

expansive.

We retired for the day with a sense

of achievement and satisfaction!

Velvet Fronted Nuthatch
Photographed by Dr. Amol A. Tamhane

White tailed Nuthatch
Photographed by Dr. Amol A. Tamhane

Our destination was the area surrounding Tiger waterfall. On the way, we
could see a forest department guest house from the British-era amidst the
dense forest in Timli. We decided to check out the area before heading to
the fall. After some trekking through the dense forest, we could capture
white-capped Redstart, Nuthatch, Fantail, a few types of Woodpeckers,

Himalayan Bulbul
Photographed by
Dr. Amol A. Tamhane
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We started very early on the third

day as we had to travel to Chakrata,

around 60 km from Asan. We were

provided with an old PWD bungalow

as our rest house at Ghurodi village.

Despite being an old building with

very basic amenities, it was a

fantastic location near a valley.

Immediately after checking in, we

came out of the guest house and

were discussing the day's program.

Suddenly Mukul noted some

movements at the top of the

mountain. After confirming through

his Zeiss Binoculars, he and Rajesh

ji called us to view the spectacular

display of 8 to 10 Griffon vultures,

Lammergeier, and a few black

Eagles.

The scavengers of nature were

feasting on some Carrion. They

were a little too far from the camera

lens, but we captured the best

possible shots whenever they flew

closer to us. Rajesh ji suddenly

pointed to a black mountain lizard

crawling uphill. Rajesh ji was our

spotter for birds due to his excellent

eyesight. He noticed even the

slightest movement and would let us

know about color, shape, beak, and

Scaly-bellied woodpecker
Photographed by Mukul Mukherjee

Grey bushchat female
Photographed by

Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

Day 3

View from Chakrata
FRH
Photographed by
Dr. Shardul
Dongaonkar
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Grey-capped pygmy woodpecker
by Dr. Amol A. Tamhane

White-browed wagtail &
Himalayan Griffon Vulture
by Dr. Shardul Dongaonkar

Black-throated bushtit by Biswajeet Ghosh

Photographers:

Dr. Amol A. Tamhane,
MD (Opthalmology)
Nagpur,
Maharashtra

Biswajeet Ghosh, Specialist in
Commercial Art, Designing &
Photography, Managing
Director, Global Exposure,
Kolkata

32Whispering Wilds - January 2024

position of the bird. He was not

carrying any camera, he had come

with the aim of experiencing the

Avifauna of the great Himalayas and

observing birds with the naked eye.

He was embodying the true spirit of

the GHBC program.

After breakfast, we started for the

highlight of our expedition, the

Deoban trek. It was a 15 km trek

with rough roads! During the trail, we

saw an Army Rock Climbing training

unit and a few shepherds en route.

A 100-year-old forest station with an

old fireplace at the height of 9232

feet, and a 15 km stretch of dense

forest, protected only by one forest

guard! Hats off to his courage!

Sky-touching pine trees, a very

beautiful meadow, cool breeze, and

a very pleasant afternoon—what

else do you need for a perfect

escape to Mother Nature?

Untouched nature, mysterious

silence, and very clean air. Although

we didn't see many birds, it was a

very different experience from any

hill stations.

During the journey and trekking, we

stopped frequently for listening,

observing, and photographing the

small birds. We were able to catch a

glimpse of a scaly-bellied

Woodpecker and a few other birds.

On the return journey from the

Deoban trek, we saw a mating pair

of Griffon vultures. It was one of the

highlights of our trek. After capturing

the spectacle in our lenses, we

resumed our trek. By the end of our

trek, we had many new bird species

to add to the list.
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On the final day of our tour, the

reluctance to part from the heavenly

embrace of nature was unanimous

among us. However, the inevitable

departure loomed.

Forest Rest House at Chakrata Sunset Point Chakrata

The Great Himalayan Bird Count (GHBC)

The Great Himalayan Bird Count (GHBC) ended with 150 individuals from

across the country saying goodbye and making a promise to come again

next year! My takeaway from the trip: Happiness cannot be purchased; it

can only be experienced! And we were lucky to experience it by spending a

few days in the lap of Mother Nature!

Striated Laughingthrush

Photographed by Dr. Amol A. Tamhane
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Final Day

We started our journey back to

Dehradun to reach there at 2 pm.

Prateek ji greeted us with a great

smile. He enquired about the GHBC

experience and cleared our doubts

regarding the identities of a few

birds.

After savoring our morning tea, we

embarked on a journey towards the

ZilMil top, a sprawling plateau near

Chakrata. A vast lush green valley

on one side and dense, deep and

eerie forest on the other. We met a

group of youngsters from Delhi

camping at the top of the plateau.

They had spent the night in small

tents in the chilling weather of

Himalayas. Only the passionate and

adventurous can enjoy life at this

height.

We continued our bird-watching

expedition at the plateau. We could

see Striated Laughing Thrush, a few

Woodpeckers, and many small

birds.





Wildlife Tales

Author
G. Shaheed
(former Chief
of Legal and
Environment,
News
Bureau of
Mathrubhumi
, Kochi).
Cochin

Photo
Credits
Sachin San
and Sailesh

SAVING THE “TAHRS”:
ENDANGERED SPECIES IN THE
NILGIRIS.

It was a great day for George B Schaller, a legendary American Biologist as
he revived half a century old memories of treks he had undertaken in the
Nilgiri and Munnar Hills of South India. The scenic beauty of these hills and
the lush green tea estates housed there was truly captivating. In his book on
Tahrs (a goatlike mammal that inhabits cliffs and mountain slopes in Oman,
southern India, and the Himalayas.) he devoted a special chapter to these
animals titled “Cloud Goats”. He undertook a study of the ecology and
behavior of these magnificent wild goats roaming freely in the dramatic
landscape. He was amazed by the sure footed animals scaling mountain
heights, cliffs and escarpments to get draped in the clouds.
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Schaller, now aged 90 lives in New

Hampshire, a quaint city in the

wilderness away from New York.

From his college days onwards, he

undertook numerous treks in the

mysterious forests. He crossed

many continents over the years.

Starting out from North America,

Schaller had covered a

kaleidoscope of countries of different

George B Schaller,now aged 90 lives in
New Hampshire, a quaint city in the
wilderness away from New York

E.R.C Davidar, who was a lawyer in
Coonoor as well a legendary naturalist,

who had guided Schaller in his study on
“Tahrs”.

“Tahr” finally got legal protection

Poaching was let loose in the Nilgiris and Englishmen there

during the colonial days gunned down wild animals as sport.

As Secretary of the Nilgiri WildLife Association and associated

with Nilgiri Game Association and Tamil Nadu Planters

Association, Davidar’s contributions were remarkable in the

annals of South Indian wildlife history. When the Wild Life

Protection Act was promulgated by the Government of India in

1972, the “Tahr” finally got legal protection. Today the “Tahr” is

the state animal of Tamil Nadu.
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The pioneers leading a movement to
conserve "Tahrs"

lawyer in Coonoor as well a

legendary naturalist, who had

guided Schaller in his study on

“Tahrs”. Davidar was one of the

earliest Conservationists of South

India at a time when nature and

wildlife conservation was unheard

of. Despite his busy life as a lawyer,

Davidar pioneered a movement by

building up a network of like minded

persons to save the “Tahr" which

was heavily hunted.

landscapes, wild life, climate,

culture, language and inhabitants by

the time he reached Tibet and

China.

He did scientific studies on the

ecology of wild animals in 40

countries and wrote 32 books only to

be reckoned as one of the formative

authorities on wildlife biology. Some

of his books on tigers of India,

gorillas and lions of Africa, pandas

of China and wildlife of Tibet are

astounding in their detailed analysis,

erudition and insights.

One fine day, Schaller got a

message from his friend and leading

ecologist, Dr. Ullas Karanth. It was

about E.R.C Davidar, who was a
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A mother
Tahr gently
caressing her
child...

Schaller read again the message of Ullas Karath with a glint in his eyes.The Tamil Nadu Government
had bestowed upon Davidar a great honour by marking his birthday which falls on October 7 as
“Nilgiri Tahr day” to arouse public opinion and to strengthen protective measures as the “Tahr” was in
the endangered category. The Government had proudly declared that Devidar was responsible for
pioneering one of the first surveys of the “Tahr” in the State.

This move by the government further emboldened Tahr protection movements in the State. Later, the
Government launched a project for protection at the cost of Rs. 25 Crores and an action plan had

The notification also stated that there are multiple references to the Tahr in
Tamil Sangam literature written 2000 years ago. Two great epics of Tamil
Nadu, Chilappathikkaram and Civaka Chinthamani have depicted the Tahr.
A Tamil Play written by Rasappa Kaviraja described the Tahr as one of the
animals indicating richness of biodiversity in a region. Mesolithic paintings
speak about the age-old association between the Tahr and the humans. The
Tahr was designated as the state animal of Tamil Nadu in recognition of its
ecology and cultural significance.
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Davidar conducted the first Tahr

census and tirelessly monitored the

species and its habitats. When

Schaller visited him in 1969 to learn

about the animal, he generously

hosted him and introduced him to

the animals”.

“The decision of the Government to

designate October 7 as Tahr day is a

wonderful way to honour both the

Tahr and those who have fought to

retain the beauty of the species”.

Schaller wrote in his reply.

Schaller had read with absorbing

interest an article written by Davidar

in 1963 in the journal of BNHS

(Bombay Natural History Society) an

institution headed by India’s then

bird activist Salim Ali. The article

was the result of his first survey in

the Nilgiris and dealt with the sad

plight of being hunted and habitats

destroyed due to human

encroachments. He gave a warning

that the Tahr may become extinct

soon.

Schaller pondered. Davidar must be

an unusual person. Despite his

preoccupation as a lawyer, he cared

more for the Tahr. The moment he

read the article, he could not resist

the temptation of meeting Davidar.

The lawyer Davidar in fact opened

the floodgate to Schaller in Nilgiris

and Munnar to follow and study the

Tahr. In his celebrated book, “Stones

of Silence”, Schaller described his

first meeting with Davidar in 1969 at

his office in Coonoor.

Davidar
conducted the

first Tahr census
and tirelessly

monitored the
species and its

habitats.
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Honour to Davidar and the Tahr

According to him, the “Tahr” is a natural treasure of the country. It has
persisted only because of the efforts of people like Davidar who worked with
dedication and passion for its protection.

Schaller expressed happiness over the Government’s decision.

He knocked at the lawyer’s office. It

was opened by Davidar. There was

no need for an introduction.

“In Schaller’s words, Davidar had

the appearance of an amiable

lawyer. He had especially dedicated

himself to the welfare of the Tahr

and generously helped him to

prepare a visit to their habitat”.

Schaller had met Davidar after he

had done his homework. He had

read the history of the Nilgiris. He

had had discussions with tribal

people. Also, he had collected the

information about the wild goats of

Europe and America. A leading

Canadian biologist, Valerius Geist

had given him data. However,

Schaller’s meeting with Davidar was

a turning point. After treks and

studies both wrote romantic and

enthralling articles in BNHS journals

that captured global attention. By the

time Schaller reached Coonoor, he

had a great reputation in India

because of his studies on tiger in the

Kanha National park in Madhya

Pradesh during 1962-1965. It was

the first scientific study of tigers in

the world. His book “The Deer and

the Tiger” was an astounding one

that inspired generations. Formerly,

his studies on the Gorillas of Africa

had dispelled the notion that they

were cruel. Schaller established that

the Gorillas have a human touch

and can build up a fine rapport with

men, a very revolutionary finding.
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Just a year back before reaching Coonoor, he had been to the Himalayan snowy wilderness to
observe goral goats. Before that he had close sittings of the Marco Polo sheep in the rugged terrains
of Afghanistan. His second book “Mountain Monarchs” was about mountain goats of different
countries facing harsh climates, disasters, massive snowfall, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.

Davidar told Schaller as recorded in his book, “Whispers in the Wild”, “when I first became acquainted
with the Tahrs in the 1950s, there were no roads within miles of the Tahr country and only a bridle
path. I am not a hill man by birth. My low practices tied me down to a sedate life.

But during weekends, I went trekking in the Tahr country. They were
strenuous and exhaustive. Moreover, disappointments were there because I
could not penetrate the wilderness deeply”.

He wondered as written in his book “Mystery Surrounds the presence of the
Tahr in Nilgiris.” Its closest relative, the Himalayan Tahr lives 2500 kilometers
away in the sections between Kashmir and Bhutan. Many theories have
been advanced to explain the presence of their cousins in the south”.

Venkitachalam, a smart guide accompanied Schaller to Mukurthi Peak, 8380
feet height surrounded by clouds. The Toda tribes described the Peak as a
gateway to heaven.
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A British Officer, Douglas Hamilton

had been one of the earliest visitors

to this area in 1954. He recalled.

“The area is surpassingly grand and

incomparably beautiful”. Schaller

noted that Englishmen were

managers of many tea estates in

Munnar. The high range game

preservation association had

protected the Tahrs in 1895. J.C

Goulsbury was the manager of the

Vaguvarai Tea Estate and was a

keen naturalist. His father and

grandfather were in the tea business

since 1905.

Schaller had the opportunity to

follow Tahrs here and he studied

their social behaviour and breeding

biology. K.N. Changappa, then

Assistant Manager, who later was

officer bearer of high range wildlife

preservation association had

accompanied Schaller many times

for his study. Davidar also visited

Munnar and Eravikulam as well

Parmbikulam, Nelliampathy, Silent

Valley and other spots for a detailed

survey. Dr. R. Sugathan says that

Davidar had keen observation as

well as he wanted to explore more.

Dr. Ranjith Singh, former Secretary

of Forest, Government of India had

close associations with the Tahr.

Since he was close to Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi, she knew

about the Tahrs. In 1973, she wrote

a letter to the then Kerala Chief

Minister, C. Achutha Menon

to declare Eravikulam as the

National Park for Tahrs.

“Mystery
Surrounds the

presence of the
Tahr in Nilgiris."
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He remembered that during the colonial days, Tahrs were heavily hunted. He wrote “By Jove what a beautiful day.
Let us go and kill something”. That is how Englishmen greeted each other during the morning. They then rushed to
the jungles with guns and indulged in a killing spree. Many Tahrs were killed.
After the Nilgiris, Schaller left for Munnar and Eravikulam plateau. He trekked the Anamudi, Everest of the south.
Eravikulam had the largest single population of the Tahr in western ghats. Tahr is endemic to the western ghats
spread in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. One of the major attractions of the Eravikulam was that even in blazing summers,
there were gurgling streams. The high altitude emerald grass lands were so captivating. There were nearly a
thousand shola forests.

He lay in the wet and watched for an hour. He took notes. It was quite
a different experience from the Himalayas and Afghanistan.

He had the first sight of nine Tahrs at the edge of an escarpment.

The entire Eravikulam area and

grass lands were owned by Kannan

Devan Tea Company. In 1971 the

Kerala Government promulgated

Forest Vesting Act. Then the entire

land got vested in the Government.

It was however declared as a

National Park in 1978 for Ranjith

Sinh, JC Goulsbury and K.K. Nair,

then Kerala Chief Conservator of

Forests played key roles.

In 2001, Mukurthi in Tamil Nadu was

declared as a National Park. There

are other fragments of the

population there as in Kerala. Both

states may have around 4500 Tahrs.

In 1972 the Wild Protection Act of

Government of India gave Tahr legal

protection. In Eravikulam, there are

840 Tahrs according to the latest

census. In 2006, Schaller had the

opportunity to visit Munnar and

Eravikulam in 2006 when IUCN had

conducted an international

conference on mountain goats.

Schaller spoke remembering his

association with Davidar.

Davidar in turn pays a glowing

tribute to Schaller in his book,

“Whispers in the Wild”. ‘Schaller was

a very hard working field biologist.

He was prepared to suffer hardships

and discomforts. He faced harsh

weather very cheerfully. He is a man

of few words. I studied his field

notes and was struck by the wealth

of data he had collected. I was

determined to pursue the surefooted

animals to any remote corners of the

forest”.

Sadly,Davidar passed away in 2010.



Wildlife Tales

“Tahr”
the
state
animal
of
Tamil
Nadu

Prof. Priya Davidar, his daughter, recalls that Schaller “had encouraged her father to make a
systematic estimate of the Tahr. His power of dedication was remarkable. He stayed with us in
Coonoor. He was reticent and quiet.

Dr. Clifford G Rice who studied the ecology of Tahrs in Eravikulam I 1980 and took his Ph.D from
Agriculture and Mechanical University, Texas says that though Davidar was not a biologist, he took
keen interest in wildlife especially Tahr. His delineations of the Tahr in Eravikulam are a landmark
contribution to the history of Indian wildlife.

Dr. P.V. Karunakaran, Principal Scientist, SACON, Coimbatore says that the
works of both Schaller and Davidar opened up new horizons in Tahr studies.
Dr. Karunakaran had his Ph.D on the grassland ecology of Eravikulam.

Since the formation of the National Park in 1978, the protection for the Tahrs
in Eravikulam were strengthened. A notable feature is that the entire staff of
the park at all levels showed keen interest in its upkeep and protection.
Eravikulam has been adjudged as one of the cleanest National Parks in the
country today.
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Nature Trails And Photowalk

"Learning & Capturing the
Beauty of Nature during Wildlife
Week"

On the auspicious day of Gandhi Jayanti, 2nd October 2023, nature
enthusiasts and photography aficionados gathered at City Park for an
enthralling Nature Trail and Photo-walk organized by Exploring Nature
in collaboration with Vora Collections. The event, held in conjunction
with Wildlife Week celebrations, aimed to promote the art of
photography for conservation while fostering a deeper understanding
of wildlife. The event saw the generous support of brand partners
Nikon and ZIESS, alongside contributions from Srishti Digi Life,
Manfrotto, Gitzo, and Lowepro.
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Photographing
nature is a popular

and rewarding
activity for many

individuals.
Nature photography

allows participants
to connect with the

natural world and
share its beauty

with others

The day began with participants, armed with their cameras and enthusiasm, gathering at City Park. The serene
surroundings and the promise of discovering the wonders of the natural world created an air of excitement. Wildlife
Consultant Mukul Mukherjee, a distinguished expert in the field, graced the occasion with his knowledge and
insights. Mukherjee shared valuable information about the diverse flora and fauna present in City Park, emphasizing
the need for conservation efforts to protect these invaluable natural resources. Participants were enlightened about
the delicate balance of ecosystems and the role each species plays in maintaining biodiversity.

The Nature Trail and
Photo-walk were
curated to celebrate
the beauty of nature
and educate
participants on the
importance of
wildlife
conservation.

he event saw the active involvement

of Mr. Hitesh Vora, the owner of

Vora Collections, who played a

crucial role in coordinating and

ensuring the smooth execution of

the Nature Trail and Photo-walk. His

commitment to environmental

awareness and support for initiatives

promoting nature exploration made

the event a grand success.

During the photo-walk, Mr. Jay

Kumar, Nikon Route Trainer,

provided technical guidance and

expertise to participants, addressing

any queries related to Nikon gear.

This hands-on experience with

professional equipment allowed

aspiring photographers to enhance

T
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Nature Trails And Photowalk

their skills and capture the intricate

details of the natural world.

The collaboration with Nikon and

ZIESS, as well as the support from

Srishti Digi Life, Manfrotto, Gitzo,

and Lowepro, added a significant

dimension to the event. Participants

had the opportunity to explore and

experiment with cutting-edge

photographic equipment, enriching

their experience and encouraging a

deeper connection with nature

through the lens.



Nature Trails And Photowalk

The stunning landscapes and

wildlife encountered during the

Nature Trail served as a poignant

reminder of the need to preserve

and protect our natural heritage.

In conclusion, the Nature Trail and

Photo-walk organized by Exploring

Nature and Vora Collections on

Gandhi Jayanti provided a unique

platform for nature enthusiasts to

connect with the environment

through the lens of their cameras.

With the support of esteemed

partners like Nikon, ZIESS, and

others, the event successfully

combined art, education, and

conservation, leaving participants

with a lasting appreciation for the

beauty and importance of the natural

world.

The yellow-spotted millipede
photographed by Gerard Pushparaj A.

Yellow Dragonfly
photographed by Gerard Pushparaj A.

As participants traversed the trails of City Park, cameras in
hand, the event not only celebrated the artistic side of
photography but also fostered a sense of responsibility
towards environmental conservation.

Ashy Prinia
photographed by our
participants
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