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A natjonal organization has
made a plea for the preserva-
tion of an historic cemetery on
Greece land earmarked for use
by Park Avenue Hospital.

The cemetery, now aban-
doned, includes among its

graves those of veterans of the|

Revolutionary War and the War
of 1812

It is variously known as the
ploneer Wagner Farm Ceme-
tery, Big Ridge Cemetery, and
Greece Wagner Graveyard.
Covering an acre or less, it
lies near the southeastern cor-
ner of the 152-acre proposed
hospital site off Long Pond
Road between Straub Road and
Ridgeway Avenue.

Town officials are checking
the possibility of moving the
graves to another cemetery
because of vandalism at the
site.

Concern over the cemetery’s
future was expressed in a letter
to Ralph DeStephano, chairman
of the Northwest Hospital Com-
mittee, from William J. Mur-
tagh, director of programs for
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation,
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Old Graves on Hospital’s Site

By GORDON CHATHAM

HIS ORGANIZATION, Mur-
gh said, ““is a private, non-
governmental, non-profit cor-
poration chartered by Congress
iin 1949 to facilitate public
participation in the preservation
of sites.”

National Trust members are
concerned about the cemetery,
'he said.

“Tt is the understanding of the
National Trust that efforts are
being made to develop the
cemetery plot for hospital pur-
poses. ’

“May we ask very thought-
ful reconsideration of this
proposal which would oblite-
rate a segment of our Amer-
ican heritage and further re-
quest that renewed efforts be
“made to locate the proposed
hospital either around the
cemetery lot, or in another
location?”

| DeStephano, whose committee
.is buying the land to donate to
Park Avenue, said his group had
anticipated arranging for the
Irelocation of the graves to a
cemetery ‘‘where they’ll have
perpetual care.”

He indicated some surprise at
the apparent opposition to the
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proposed relocation in -view of
vandalism and conditions at the,
site, generally.

Town crews periodically cut
the weeds and brush on the
cemetery site, but most of the
graves, at least, are otherwise
untended.

It could not be immediately!
determined how many graves!
the cemetery contains. Only!
about 15 tombstones, some
bearing early 1Sth century
dates, remain. Many graves are
unmarked. ‘
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I NO PUBLIC RQOAD runs tot
jthe cemetery. A private dirt[

road, barred by a gate, doés run
past it, however, and the ceme-
tery is accessible by foot from
Long Pond Road.

Its semi-isolated location has
attracted groundhogs, ground-
hog-hunters, and vandals. *

A number of ‘“‘chuck” holes
can be found among the
graves. A sizeable hole distin-
guishes one of the marked
graves, where hunters appar-
ently attempted to dig out a
groundhog.

Vandals have tipped over,
some of the tombstones and
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littered the cemetery at fimes.

Supervisor George W. Bad-
gerow said he received a call
from the Monroe County Veter-
ans Service Agency about a year
ago on the cemetery situation.

Town crews have been de-
tailed to spruce up the area as
best they can, he said, but the
cemetery’s location makes it
difficult to curb the vandalism.

Under the law, the Town,
through the courts, can an-
nounce its intention to move the
cemetery. If no descendants of
persons buried in the cemetery
object, the land reverts to the
town, which can then undertake

‘the project. . - ,

In the event of an objection,

‘however, “I don’t know what;

‘happens,”” said Badgerow. ;

DeStephano said that until,
such fime as the hosrit=*  ~m-
ple’ o e ot
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Greece Ceméte}'y OK’s
 Relocation of Graves

A transfer of graves from the
old Wagner Cemetery off Long
Pond Road to Palls Cemetery at
Ridge Road West and Latona
Road has been approved by the

Ridge Road Cemetery associ-|

ation.

Town of Greece requested
-permission for the transfer.

The old cemetery, which con-
tains the pgraves of at least
‘three veterans of ‘either the
Revolutionary War or War of
1812, is on land optioned for
Park Ridge Hospital.

Many of the graves are
unmarked, but it has been
estimated that there are 70 or
more in the cemetery. Vandals
h.ave raided the site on occa-
sion. :

In a letter to the Town Board,

the cemetery association re-{
ported that the transfer had
been approved by its board of
directors subject to certain
conditions. y

Supervisor ‘George W. Badge-
row has been authorized to sign
an agreement accepting these,
but no date for the transfer has
been set. The association re-
quires that:

The graves ‘‘he contained in a
regular shaped parcel not to
exceed 40-by-40 feet to be
marked on four corners and
designated by a suitable plaque
as the ‘former Wagner Ceme-
tery.’ L] '

The association to he paid its
regular charge of $60 per grave
which is to include perpetual
care. Any grave digging is to be
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under the direction of the
superintendent at a fee to be
agreed upon, but net to exceed
the standard price of $60 per|
grave.”

The superintendent be notified
of all activities ‘on cemetery
property and that-“where pos-
sible all graves shall be desig-
nated in the names of indivi-
duals or unknown if such is the
case.”

The proposal transfer of the
graves precipitated a court
battle last fall.

Miss Dorothy Vincent, 208
University Park, opposed it in a
suit filed in Supreme Court. She
is the great-great-granddaughter
of Asa Hurd, a War of 1812
veteran buried in the.cemetery.
The court subsequently ruled in
favor of the-town.

Records indicate the first
burial in the Wagner Cemetery

was in 1823 and the last in 1877,
{'About a half-acre of the 150-acre
hospital site is involved.
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Greece Cemetery
Now Is History

By JUDY ADAMS with hand-picked flowers and si-| ing. And the tiny, long-aban-
lent prayers. doned cemetery which stood in
Avtemissia Perking would| But in the last 100 years, iis path, would have to go.
probably like the change, if she {riends and relatives died, or The move, to the Falls Ceme-
could talk about it. moved away. Weeds replaced|tery at the corner of Ridge
For the past 135 years, Ar- the grass. And tombstones, if-in-{ Road West and Latona Road,
o % i decd there were any to begin|was completed in November, It
temissia, age 92 when she died | with, somehow disappeared. And| took about six weeks.
in 1832, has been buried in the|the world pretty much forget The new 40 by 40 foot plot
old Wagner Cemetery ah 1543 | about Arlemissia Perkins and tests about 75 yards east of the
Long Pond Road near Ridgeway | her neighbors, cemetery's tool shed.
Avenue. About 130 years after Artem- rimmed by small bushes that
Once, probably, the grass was| issa died, interest in the ceme-|are bare now but in time will
n and friends and relatives|tery was revived. The new|blossom into a trim, low hedge
regularly visited the ‘graveyard | Park-Ridge Hospital was com- that will set these graves apart.
. 5 = DS

The plot is adjacent to ‘the
older part of the cemetery and
is shaded by one of the oldest

pine trees on the grounds.
a & 8

FALLS CEMETERY superin-
tendent, Claude Hare,

about the moving job with affec-
tionate pride.

swe did it very decently and
with all true respect,” he says,
using stiff words to deseribe a '
gentle thought. “] was very

Sone, although I probably |
shouldn't say that. But T'm very
satisfied.”

Hare selected and did the lay-
out himself, carefully marking
and numbering each old grave
gite so that the new location
would be in precisely the same,
century-old arrangement.

There were 137 moved, but we
know only 10 of the names.
Twelve have marking stones,
and there is a monument. Four
of the known are velerans, two
from the Revolutionary War
and two from the War of 1812,
Tiny American flags will fly
over their graves:

Hare, who ‘has heen asso-
clated with the ~ cemetery for
nearly 25 years, says that the
known, unmarked graves may
Jater be given markers.

In the spring, 4 dedication
stone will be added in formal
ceremonies.

Based on burying dates of the
known dead, the Falls 1s ac-
tually an older cemetery. Most |
; of the Wagner dead were buried
Toppled tombstones marked the old Wagner Cemetery in after 1623. The Falls has an 1801
Greece (above). It's 137 graves now rest in a special section and several of about 10 years

\

of Talls Cemetery on Ridge Road West (below). later.

-
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Greece Cemetery
Now Is History

By JUDY ADAMS

Artemissia Perkins would
probably like the change, if she
could talk about it.

For the past 135 years, Ar-
temissia, age 22 when she died
in 183%, has been buried in the
‘ 0ld Wagner Cemelery ab 1543
Long Pond Road near Ridgeway
Avenue.

Once, probably, the grass was
green and friends and relatives
regularly visited the graveyard

i

with hand-picked flowers and si-
lent prayers.

But in the last 100 years,
friends and relatives died, or
moved away. Weeds replaced
the grass. And tombstones, if in-
deed there were any to begin
with, somehow disappeared. And
the world pretty much forget
about Artemissia Perkins and
her neighbors.

About 130 years after Artem-
issa died, interest in the ceme-
tery was revived. The new
Park-Ridge Hospital was com-

ing. And the tiny, long-aban-
doned cemetery which stood in
its path, would have to go.

The move, to the Falls Ceme-
tery at the gorner of Ridge
Road West and Latona Road,
was completed in November. It
took about six weeks.

The new 40 by 40 foot plot
rests about 75 yards east of the
cemetery's tool shed. It is
rimmed by small bushes that
are bare now but in time will
blossom into a trim, low hedge

that will set these graves apart.

The plot is adjacent to the
older part of the cemetery and
is shaded by one of the oldest

pine trees on the grounds.
a & o

" FALLS CEMETERY superin-

tendent, Claude Hare, talks
about the moving job with affec-
tionate pride.

“We did it very decently and
with all true respect,” he says,

using stiff words to describe a|:

gentle thought. “I was very well

done, although I probably|
shouldn’t say that. But I'm very|,

satisfied.”

Hare selected and did the lay-
out himself, carefully marking
and numbering each old grave
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